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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  April 25, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Countdown to Annual Show
Special Olympics Track & Field
Fast Learning Method Link
WSLM from Toy Story 2


Calendar


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
Thursday, April  21. Arrive at 6:30PM.
Dress is white polo shirt, khaki pants
and brown shoes and belt.


Chuck Greene Visit. Monday,
April 25. He will teach us the CACM
method.


Naturalization Ceremony, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm.
Dress is Patriotic, red coat, blue pants
and tie, white dress shirt and black


Plan for Monday's Meeting
Click HERE to see the description of each of the jobs
mentioned below. Jobs are shown in italics.


6:45 – 7:00      Membership Team — greets guest(s), sign
in, name tags, music folder—Vocal Range Checker Johnny
Jackson — Chuck Greene sets up easel displays—
riser/chair set-up team do your stuff


6:58 – 7:02      Program VP David White —gather singers,
open the meeting, intro Chuck Greene to lead “Keep the
Whole World Singing” new way — Chuck intro Wally
Edmondson to briefly introduce guests—very short intros:
each guest’s name and acknowledge where they are in the
room [fuller guest intros come later in meeting]; then introduce
Chuck Wilson for warm-up


7:02 – 7:25      Circle Sing Warm-up—Chuck Wilson—
stretches, humming, unison, range extremities, resonance
matching, chording, tag gestures, segue to the first few lines of
a ballad the chorus knows


7:25 – 8:05  Song Learning Sectionals—“A Dream Is a Wish
Your Heart Makes”—Section Leaders please remember your
CD players



file:///CACMdocsIndex.html
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shoes.


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Countdown to 
Our Annual Show


There are 16 rehearsals left for our
Annual Show on August 27th.


Want to hear WSLM


Click HERE to watch WSLM as sung
in Toy Story 2.


Special Olympics
Track & Field 


Sing Out


The photograph above was taken at
the 2011 Special Olympics Track and
Field Competition held at McCallie
High School. The police honor guard
carrying a large American flag followed
the torchbearer, first Tim Chapman's
best friend and then the Special
Olympic Athlete of the Year. They
were followed by the athletes who
took positions on the field. Then we
sang the National Anthem, and
singing in a circle, it was a very
musical rendition. This was the first
time for over half of those who sang.
Paul gave us a big thank you for again
supporting this event.


Fast Learning Method


Click HERE to see a copy of it.


 


8:05 – 8:12  Circle Sing—Paul — “A Dream Is a Wish Your
Heart Makes”—sing twice, once with sheet music, once without
—two weeks everyone off the page


8:12 – 8:25  Risers — Star-Spangled Banner — Paul directing
—Visual Coach Paul with Watcher Cameron [see
attachments].


8:25 -- 8:28  Guest Introductions for the second time;
announcements        


8:28 – 8:45  Teach tag — Paul — then teach it again faster
with each section learning a different part, say basses learn the
tenor, leads take bass, tenors take bari and baris take lead—
then break with the assignment to sing at least two parts in
freelance quartetting while getting water, restroom etc


8:45 – 9:05  Risers — Hello Mary Lou and River of No Return
— directors/coaches Chuck Wilson and Paul — with
Emcee Steve Grubb, Cast Coach Chuck Greene,
Listener Tom Keegan and Watcher Dave Fleury [see
attachments]


9:05 -- 9:20  Sit on risers — quartet coaching Chuck
Greene, Paul Blazek—volunteer 8-stack quartet [two
volunteer quartets who know the song]—“Shenandoah”


9:20 – 9:25  Risers — “Shenandoah” — director Chuck
Wilson—coaches Chuck Greene and Paul -- use what
was learned in the quartet coaching segment


9:25 – 9:30  Closing — Chuck Greene explains easel
displays/fields questions—Gandy Dancer and KTWWS


Summary of Last Meeting
Chuck led warm up finishing with Down Our Way. Paul worked
on the tag to Heigh-Ho. We spend 40 minutes on WSLM.


Paul led announcements. Lebron encouraged everyone who
missed a meeting to catch up on their own. He reminded us of
Chuck Greene's visit next week and hopes for a good turn out.
Chuck noted that we have a lot of music to learn and
challenged us to spend at least an hour a week learning the
new music. Fred gave Tom his note for recruiting Wendell.
Wally encourage all to invite a guest. Dave Rack reminded us
of the Lookout baseball sing out this Thursday. He also talked
about the Naturalization Ceremony next week. Paul passed on
Lindy's thanks for singing at Special Olympics.


After the break, the quartet of Fred, Dave Fluery, Paul and
Chuck sang WSLM. We went to the risers and worked on SSB,
GBA, Shenandoah, HML and RONR. We've not sounded that
good for a while. Marcellus passed the Gandy to Steve Wixson.
We closed with KTWWS. There were 28 at the meeting and we
sounded pretty good.


 


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=px0j1EHF8Y0

http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/learning_method.pdf

http://choochoochorus.org/
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


April Monthly Issue April 4, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Finish Chapter Rooms Update
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Calendar


Script for Monday's Meeting
7:00 Warmup - Chuck
7:20 Tag - Paul
7:30 When She Loved Me - Sectional (learning)
8:00 When She Loved Me - Paul
8:20 Announcements/Break
8:40 Quartet(s)
8:50 Riser Time
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Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Naturalization Ceremonies, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm.
Inspiration for everyone!


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Birthday in April


3rd - Ed Thornton


Anniversaries in April


4th - Wilbur & Mary Strickland
5th - Niles & Sherry Fowler


16th - Frank & Joyce Delaney
18th - John & Cynthia Johnston


Showboat Came To Town
Caroline
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou
9:20 Gandy Dancer & KTWWS


Summary of Last Meeting
Paul opened the meeting with TOS, and stretching and vowel
exercises. We sang Caroline and HML. We broke into Tenor-
Bass and Bari-Lead sectionals for 15 minutes and then
reformed on the risers to finish cleaning up HML.


Paul led announcements by thanking everyone for a good sing
out at Garden Plaza. Lebron encourage everyone to greet and
interact with the audience after our performances. Gary
mentioned there are a few of the above photographs for sale.
Paul noted that we can get discounted tickets for the upcoming
Cleveland Show. Contact him immediately if you are
interested.


After the break, we went to the risers and worked on RONR,
HML, GBA, Shenandoah, etc. Gene passed the Gandy to
Grady. We closed with KTWWS.


Finish Chapter Rooms Update
Last Monday, I looked at the stack of photographs at the back
of the riser room, and remembered that after painting the
walls, we did not re-hang those pictures. If you are interested
in working on a short-term finishing project, please let me know
and we can talk about updating photos and plaques on all the
walls. We could add some sparkle to our rooms with not much
work. Then it might be time for a Guest Night. Steve Wixson


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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Newsletter Logo


You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Dinner at Dixie April 11, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Fast Learning Method Validated
Dinner at Dixie


Calendar


Script for Monday's Meeting
7:00 Warm up - Chuck
7:20 Tag - Chuck
7:30 When She Loved Me - Sectional - sing with CD (step 4)
7:50 When She Loved Me - chorus - Chuck
8:10 Announcements/Break
8:30 Riser Time - Chuck
National Anthem
God Bless America
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Cleveland Show, Saturday, April  9,
Conn Center, Lee College, 7:00 PM
(Note that this is earlier than
previously announced.


Special Olympics Track and
Field, Saturday, April  16, McCallie,
9:30 AM, wear white polo shirt and
Khaki pants.


Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Naturalization Ceremony, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


From Gary Fisher


I still have photos for sale from the
contest in Boaz.  One large 11x14 for
$18 and three 8x11s for $15.  See me
at rehearsal Monday.  First come, first
served..Reserve your copy by emailing
me at garmarsa@bellsouth.net. 


Dinner at Dixie


The photographs above show twenty-
one members and spouses who were
served some fine seafood at the Top
of the River Restaurant.


Shenandoah
Hello Mary Lou
Caroline
Showboat Came to Town


Summary of Last Meeting
.This was one of those meetings where a lot get done in a
short time. Chuck led warm up. James Estes from BHS taught
a great tag "Lonely for You am I."


Paul passed out the sheet music and learning CDs for our first
new Disney song, When She Loved Me (WSLM) from Toy
Story 2. We broke into sectionals and used the Fast Learning
Method (click HERE to view) for about 45 minutes. We
reassembled and sang through it with the CD and finally
accapella.


Paul led announcements. He invited everyone to again support
the Special Olympics by singing at their Track and Field events
at McCallie on Saturday, April  16th. James Estes noted that
the BHS is visiting all chapters this year and he volunteer to
visit us. Chuck noted there was a MLT meeting with 9 men
present. There were good discussions and ideas. He asked us
to spend at least one hour on WSLM during the week. Fred
announced the following renewals; Gene-2, Fleury-4, Al
Clairmont-8, Hobby-13, Brooks-16, Slack-17, Benny-20,
Chuck-21, Wilbur-21, Fred himself-26, Collins-26, Paul-37 and
Tom-48. Paul passed out tickets for Cleveland show this
Saturday. Gary still has Contest photos for sale. Wally noted
this is a great time to invite guests as we would all be learning
new songs together.


After the break, the quartet of Chuck, Paul, James and Wally
sang WSLM. We went to the risers and worked on HML and
Caroline. Grady passed the Gandy to Rick. We closed with
KTWWS.


Song Learning Method Validated
We have a lot of music to learn for the Disney show and
maybe the only way we can do that is to use the Fast Song
Learning Method like we did last Monday.  After the meeting,
James Estes told me something that was encouraging and
does much to validate the fast song learning method. He said
our singing of "When She Loved Me" would have scored in the
60's if we had done it without holding the music. To do that
when none of us knew the song 45 minutes earlier, to do it with
half of those present being our newest members, and to do it
with three section leaders absent is in my opinion phenomenal.
Lebron


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Photo of Presentation Judge April 18, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Get Ready for Chuck Green Visit
Chorus Evaluation - Presentation
Fourth Verse of National Anthem


Calendar


Special Olympics Track and
Field, Saturday, April  16, McCallie,
9:30 AM, wear white polo shirt and
Khaki pants.


Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Chuck Green Visit. Monday, April
25. He will teach us the CACM
system.


Naturalization Ceremony, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Script for Monday's Meeting
7:00 Warm up - Chuck
7:20 Tag - Paul
7:30 A Dream is a Wish You Heart Makes- Sectional (learning)
8:00 A Dream is a Wish You Heart Makes - Paul
8:20 Announcements/Break
8:40 Quarteting - When She Loved You
8:50 Riser Time
When She Loved You 
Showboat Came To Town
Caroline
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou
9:25 Gandy Dancer & KTWWS


Summary of Last Meeting
Chuck lead the meeting in Paul's absence. He opened with
TOS and warm up exercises. We worked on WSLM listening to
the learning CD in an abbreviated Fast Learning mode and
then singing a cappella. By break time one-third of members
were singing off sheet music.


Lebron led announcements. He announced that Chuck Green
will be here on April 25 to help us learn how to hold Compelling
Attractive Chapter Meetings. We are planning an Awards
Banquet for the end of May and he will poll members for the
best date. Wally welcome back Richard Poole and Jerry He
suggested we support the Cleveland Chapter's Guest Night on
May 3rd. Dave Rack announced we will sing GBA for the
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Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Get Ready for Chuck
Green Visit


Chuck Greene, the director of the
Nashville, NC chapter and the
originator of the Compellingly
Attractive Chapter Meeting program
will be with us at our regular Monday
night meeting, April  25th. He will be
helping us to fully implement the
CACM. Please help spread the word
and encourage everyone to attend.
This could do a lot for our chorus.
After his visit I will be asking all of you
for input about things you liked and
disliked. It is your chorus, be sure your
voice is heard about how you want us
to progress. Lebron


Fourth Verse of our
National Anthem


You know that I would like to sing the
fourth verse of our National Anthem at
shows and sing outs. Click HERE to
hear it sung and see if you too would
like to include it in our repertory.


Memorial Day service at the National Cemetery. We have a
new sing out on June 23 at Alexian Grove. Marcellus said the
new white polo shirts with our chapter logo will be ready on
Friday and he will bring them to the Special Olympics sing out
on Saturday. We welcomed Tanya Fleury as our guest.


After a short break the quartet calling themselves 'Serious
Business' consisting Wally, Dave Calleo, Gene Huelman and
Cameron sang WSLM. We went to the risers and worked on
the National Anthem, GBA, Shenadoah, HML, Caroline,
Showboat and finally WSLM with all but 5 or 6 off sheet music.
Rich passed the Gandy to Marcellus. We closed with KTWWS.


Summary of Presentation Judge
The photograph above was taken during the Spring contest
evaluation in Boaz. Below are Barry Towner's main points:


   Presentation is bringing the audio and visual together.  Here
are some ideas to help that concept. Imagine that the audience
is in 3 parts; deaf but sighted, blind but hearing. and with both
senses.  We must entertain (or communicate with) all three
sections equally well.  Could we tell the same story to a deaf
audience that we are telling to a hearing group?


   There is a difference between telling something to someone
and sharing something with someone.  Make the singing more
invitational.


   Power comes from the legs.  To get more powerful first give a
bend to the legs then give a 'power' push up through the
sound. Presentation Judge Barry Towner


 


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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]


You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


August Issue August 1, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
CACM Update
Summary of Monteagle Sing-out
Memorial Day Video
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Calendar


Ruby Falls, .Saturday, August 6,
Sing from noon to 2 PM with lots of
breaks. Assemble at 11:30 AM, Dress
Casual.


Annual Awards Banquet, Friday,
August 12, Wally's in East Ridge, 6:30
PM.


Lookouts Baseball Game ,


Script for Monday's Meeting
No Script for this week.


Summary of Last Meeting
Chuck opened the meeting with the jazz version of KTWWS.
Paul led warm up, and had a new tuning exercise.


Paul worked on WYWUAS, followed by Chuck on WSLM. We
broke into 4 groups and worked on A Dream is, and then
regroup to work on it some more.


Dave White led announcements. Dave Rack reminded us of
the Ruby Falls sing out. Chuck said there is no MLT meeting
on Monday. Fred passed out membership materials to Rich.
Gary noted we need to impove our riser etique during
performances. Paul thanked us for one of the best
performances in a while.


After a short break, we did some quarteting forming two
quartets, Dave White, Tom, Wilbur and Brooks, and Fred,
Fleury, Erby and Beau. They sang DOW, and the chorus
critiqued.
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August 16.


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2. We host.


Christmas Show, Saturday, Dec 3,
GPS


Memorial Day Video


Eddie Stansfield gave us a video of
our Memorial Day performance. The
quality of the audio is not great. To see
it, Click HERE. Thanks, Eddie.


Birthdays


10 - Audrey Gist
15 - Sherry NIles
20 - Lindy Blazek


20 - Clarence Wall
28 - JW Kirk


29 - Lebron Brock


Anniversaries


8 - Dave and Carol Collins
10 - JW and Joy Kirk


13 - Gary Marilyn Fisher
20 - Jerry and Connie Bradwell


Time to Update
Photographs on our


Walls


Dave White, Gary Fisher and I are
going to organize and update the
photographs on our chapter room
walls. On Monday, I will pass around
the snapshots on the side wall of the
riser room so you can pick out those
we should keep. Those plus the
framed quartet and chorus
photographs show a lot of our history.
Steve Wixson


On the risers, we all sang DOW with Paul coaching and and
Charlie watching. We sang RONR twice with Fred listening and
Chet watcher. Paul finished with some craft - this week ilisian?
??. Our assignment for this week is to write down how to sing
a DOW. Fred passed the Gandy to Chet.


Sumary of Monteagle Sing-out
Shown in the upper photograph taken by Gary's daughter,
Sarah while we were singing Showboat, are the 22 members
who performed for the Monteagle Assembly Owners meeting
last Friday. On the way to the sing-out, many stopped at the
Wester Sizzlin' restaurant for dinner. This was one of our
longest sing-outs lasting almost one hour. It was well received
by an enthusiastic audience who spontaneously clapped
through Hello, Mary Lou, and who gave us our biggest praise
by their spellbound silence after Nearer My God to Thee and
WSLM. It was great to hear Brooks and Scenic City Sound
sing 'Old Bones.' Bill  sang a solo on Nearer My God to Thee
and was joined by Wilbur, Fred and Johnny for two quartet
songs. A long but fun night!


 


CACM Update
The CACM format that we follow in our meetings has been
proven to work elsewhere and shows signs of helping our
chapter too. One of the key principles of this program is
member participation in more than singing. The simplist way to
participate is to agree to be a watcher or listener on occasion.
The ideal situation is for every chorus member to be a watcher
and a listener at various times. The purpose is for the watcher
and listener to improve his own performance by observing
what the audience and directors observe. The watchers and
listeners should have a coach pointing out to them the good
and bad things that are happening during the performance of a
song. The goal is for the watchers and listeners to become
knowledgeable enough to be a coach themselves. They never
have to be a coach if they don't want to but just having that
knowledge will make them a better performer.


After the last chorus meeting it was decided that we have been
making a mistake by asking watchers and listeners to tell the
chorus their observations after a song. Not because those
observations were not good ones, but because inexperienced
singers may be shy about doing it. The coaches are the ones
who are supposed to make comments to the chorus. If
watchers or listeners volunteer to comment it is welcome, but
we plan to stop asking them to do it. Hopefully more people will
be comfortable filling these roles in the future. When a person
is willing to be a watcher or listener he is showing his fellow
chorus members that he is willing to help the chorus by trying
to improve his own performance skills. Let's continue to work
together to be the best singers we can be. Lebron


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  August 15, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Summary of Ruby Falls Sing Out


Calendar


Annual Awards Banquet, Friday,
August 12, Wally's in East Ridge, 6:30
PM.


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
Tuesday, August 16, Assemble at 6:30
PM. Dress Casual


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58, Wally & Crew Greet Guests, Sign in,
Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up Chairs
and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02, Dave White Gather Singers, Open
Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director - Chuck lead
KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Membership VP -Wally
Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce Warm up Director


Warm up 7:02 - 7:17, Director - Paul Warm Up, Chairs / sing
polecat 7:32 - 7:47, Director - Chuck Sweet and Lovely,


Circle sing 7:47 - 8:07, Director - Paul, When You Wish Upon a
Star. Chairs 8:07 - 8:22, Director - Paul, When She Loved Me
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Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept
1, Assemble at 6:30 PM. Dress Casual


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2. We host. Marriott is Convention
Hotel. Contests in Notre Dame
Auditorium.


First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
Oct 3. Dinner after that rehearsal.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec 3, GPS


Summary of Ruby
Falls Sing Out


While it was warm and humid, it could
have been a lot hotter if not for the
cloud cover. Nineteen showed up for
the Ruby Falls Sing Out, and there
were cold water and frequent breaks
with time to sit and fellowship. Since
the audience changed every few
minutes, we sang the same songs
over and over, and by the time we
concluded they were sounding great. It
was like we had a paid rehearsal. We
sang to a whole lot of people, and
everyone seemed please. I suspect we
will be asked back.


Annouc. 8:22 - 8:27, Moderator - Dave White, Guest
Introductions - Wally, Break 8:27 - 8:31.


Risers/recording/evaluation Paul, 8:31 - 8:51, When She Loved
Me.


Risers/sing 9:51 - 9:03, Director - Chuck, Shennandoah, Visual
Coach - Fred, Watcher - Grady, Risers/sing 9:03 - 9:13, Director
- Paul Near My God to Thee, Audio Coach - Johnny, Listener -
Beau, Riser/sing 9:13 - 9:23, Director - Chuck, National Anthem
- 2 verses.


Closing 9:23 - 9:30, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS, Meeting
Evaluator - Steve Wixson


Summary of Last Meeting
Paul open the meeting with KTWWS and MWIR. He led warm
up with the new exercise and the tag "Danny My Boy."


We sang Dream in a circle, and then worked on "When You
Wish Upon a Star (WYWUAS.)"


Dave White lead announcements noting the Awards Dinner this
Friday. Lebron passed around a sing up sheet for CACM jobs.
Rack noted that the Ruby Falls sing out was hard work, but we
did a great job. The next Lookouts sing out is next week. Wally
talked about this year's CCCCC which will start on October 3
with lots of food and fellowship after the CCCCC rehearsal. He
and Paul asked everyone to invite a friend. Wilbur noted that
he will be asking members to work the Fall Dixie Convention.
Fred recognized that John Johnston and Barry Owens have
renewed their memberships.


After a break, we went to sectionals on WSLM, and then sang it
as a group. We went to the risers, sang it once and then
recorded it. We went to chairs and listened to it and the chorus
critiqued it. Wilbur passed the Gandy to Gene our Librarian.


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Awards Banquet 2011 August 22, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of Award's Banquet
Mary Strickland on the Belles


Calendar


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept. 1,
Assemble at 6:30 PM. Dress Casual


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58, Wally & Crew Greet Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check,
Set up Chairs and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02, Dave White Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS,
Director - Paul leads KTWWS, Introduce Membership
VP, Membership VP -Wally Introduce guests (Briefly),
Introduce Warm up Director
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Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-Oct 2. We
host. Marriott is Convention Hotel. Contests in
Notre Dame Auditorium.


First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday, Oct. 3.
Dinner after that rehearsal.


Cleveland Christmas Show, Friday, Dec.
2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas Show, Saturday,
Dec. 3, GPS


Summary of Awards
Banquet


Around 25 members and wives showed up at
Wally's restaurant at East Ridge for our annual
Awards Banquet on Friday, August 12.  After a
delicious buffet (see middle photograph), we
proceeded to the business at hand, (see upper
photograph.)  Our President, Lebron Brock,
made a few remarks, and then presented the
President's Award to one of our long time
members, Pat Crow (lower left photograph and
see below.)  After that, Fred Jesse presented
the Barbershopper of the Year award to one of
our dedicated members, Dave Rack, a well
deserved choice (lower right photograph.)  Mary
Strickland made an invitation to the wives to
become a part of the 'Choo Choo Belles' (see
her talk in the right column.)  The chorus
performed a few songs (click HERE to see a
video and photographs that Wally took during
the banquet.) We ended the banquet with our
usual Keep The Whole World Singing. Dave
White


From the Crowe's Nest


Having joined Barbershop back in Canada
around 1955, I dropped out due to moving to
Michigan, job commitments In New Orleans,


Warm up 7:02 - 7:17, Chuck


Chair sing polecat 7:17 - 7:32, Paul, Harmony Collage


Circle sing 7:32 - 7:42, Chuck, Dream is a Wish.


Chair listen 7:42 - 7:47, Paul, When She Loved Me


Sectionals 7:47-8:02 When She Loved Me


Chair sing 8:02-8:17 Paul, When She Loved Me


Risers record 8:17-8:27 Paul, When She Loved Me


Annoucments 8:27 - 8:32, Dave White, Guest
Introductions - Wally, Break 8:32 - 8:36.


Risers Octet Chuck, 8:36 - 8:51, Wish Upon a Star.


Risers sing 8:51 - 9:03, Paul, Wish Upon a Star


Risers sing 9:03 - 9:13, Paul, Dream is a Wish, Audio
Coach - Dave White, Listener - Erby,


Risers sing 9:13 - 9:23, Chuck, Georgia on My Mind,
Visual Coach Dave Fleury, Watcher, Brooks.


Closing 9:23 - 9:30, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS,
Meeting Evaluator - Steve Wixson


Mary Strickland's Awards
Banquet Talk about the Choo


Choo Belles
Since we have some new ladies in the group, I want
to say a few words about the Choo Choo Belles which
some of you may not have even heard of. The Choo
Choo Belles is a ladies auxiliary whose purpose is to
support and encourage the chorus. The majority of
barbershop choruses have these organizations.  


A little history - approximately 15 to 20 years ago
when this chorus met at Brainerd Baptist Church
(which is during the time Wilbur joined the chorus)
several of the ladies began meeting there also. There
were ten, fifteen, sometimes more.  We drink coffee,
enjoyed cookies, made Christmas sweat shirts,
planned for the next show or convention (which
everyone attended, wherever it was being held) and
enjoyed each others' company. One of our group,
Evelyn Fraser, who some of us here were privileged
to know, suggested we give ourselves a name, order
shirts with our name on it, get name tags, and compile
and sell a cookbook made up of our own recipes.  We
sold a lot of those cookbooks and all our friends and
family members got one for Christmas, birthdays, etc.,
whether they wanted it or not.


In the years since we have supported the chorus by
being present at sing outs, attending the conventions
(setting together so we would make more noise);
working in the conventions that have been held in
Chattanooga (about 10 or so in recent years).  We



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/AwardsWebVideo2011.
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Nashville, raising kids, etc. After losing my wife
to cancer, my daughter nudged me to get off my
derriere and get back to singing.


I found the Choo Choo chorus and a great
bunch of FUN loving singers who lifted my
spirits in song. They are nearly all gone and I
miss their camaraderie and the fun we had.


I took up the challenge of serving the chorus in
many areas, spearheaded well attended
banquets at the Blue Cross Building. Oh, we ate
well there. Served on the Board, and was Editor
of the Blender newsletter (click HERE to see a
real newsletter.) Present wife and I have worked
on every convention and on Valentine Jobs.
Now it's full circle--I'm back on the board. What
a surprise when Lebron honored me with  the
Presidents Award.


I was asked " what did you do to get that
award?"  I replied "  It's like the Academy
Award--Achievement Award. They give to old
timers who've been around along time and look
like they have one foot in the grave....a going
away present. Come to think of it... I'm feeling
kind a puny. Think I'll lay down.


Thanks for the honor, and "Keep the Whole
World Singing" (But in the old arrangement !  Oy
Vey Vats next Rap.)  Pat


have prepared food for guest nights and family
gatherings, and for the singers at show time.  We
began the process of the gold vests the singers wear,
and some other uniform pieces.  We have donated
most of the money that was remaining in our account
to the Walter Boehm organization over the past
several Christmas shows.


Interest in the group has somewhat decreased as time
has gone on. I have served as president (a position
which I never wanted, but was promised would only
be for one year) for a long time, with Audrey Gist as
vice-president, Margaret Crowe as treasurer, Glenda
Erwin as secretary. We all would like for others to
consider taking these slots. All of the ladies will
graciously help out when called on to do what needs
to be done. Thanks to Janet Wixson who prepares our
Christmas dinner for us every year. But some new
blood with new ideas would certainly be a good thing.
To reassure you men folks, we are not deserting the
ship, we are here when needed, do not hesitate to call
us.


As we all know, the fall convention will be held in
Chattanooga again this year on Sept. 30 thru Oct..
2. Wilbur will need your help. If you can spare a few
hours during that weekend, please see him. Mary
Strickland Photograph in left column.


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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Anniversaries
You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Lookouts August Sing Out August 29, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights from Last Meeting
Dixie Convention Registration
Choo Choo Chorus' 50th
Anniversary
Newsletter Change


Calendar


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
Thursday, Sept.. 1, Assemble at 6:30
PM. Dress Casual


Labor Day, Sept.. 5, NO meeting
that Monday


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept.. 30-
Oct 2. We host. Marriott is Convention
Hotel. Contests in Notre Dame
Auditorium.


First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
Oct. 3. Dinner after that rehearsal.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Script for Monday's Meeting
Chairs / Learn Tag - Director - Chuck, 15 min
Chairs / Sing - Director - Paul - Dream is a Wish, 10 min
Sectional - Dream is a Wish, 15 min
Chairs / Sing - Director - Paul - Dream is a Wish, 15 min
Circle / Sing Polecat - Sweet and Lovely - Director - Chuck, 15
min
Quarteting with the Stars, 5 min
Announcements - Moderator - Dave White, 5 min
Break, 4 min


Risers / Octet - Director - Paul - Dream is a Wish, 10 min
Risers/sing - Director - Chuck - Showboat, 5 min, Audio Coach -
Paul, Visual Coach - Dave Fleury,
Risers/sing - Director - Paul - Wish Upon a Star, 15 min
Risers/sing - Director - Paul - When She Loved Me, 15 min
Closing - ,Gandy Dancer & KTWWS, 4 min
Meeting Evaluator - Gene Huelman


Highlights from Last Meeting


Tommy Mitchell from the Nashville Chapter was our guest and
led warm up for a few minutes. During Announcements, Wally
welcomed back members Jerry and Cameron and guests David,
Michelle and son Austin. Lebron noted there would be more
quarteting next week. Also there will be NO meeting on Labor
Day. Fred passed a 9 year renewal to Jerry. Grady passed out
more 'Cell Phones for Soldiers' bags that provides funds for
soldiers to call loved ones back home. During our riser singing,
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Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS


Dixie Convention
Registration
Information


The registration forms are now on the
Dixie District website (click HERE.)  I
will bring a copy to the next meeting
and we can make copies. Wilbur


Choo Choo Chorus'
50th


The Choo Choo Chorus is approaching
the 50th anniversary of our founding. I
have the program of the Charter
Presentation of the Rock City Chapter
of the SPEBSQSA. The presentation
was Saturday July 14, 1962, at the
City High Auditorium. It also notes that
on May 17, the Chorus was informed
that the SPEBSQSA charter had been
granted. I will try locating additional
history as time permits. Fred


Tommy did some coaching. Lebron passed the Gandy to Beau.


Quarteting with the Stars
We are introducing a new activity that may become a regular
item in our meetings, "Quarteting with the Stars". Here is how it
works. Anyone not a member of a registered quartet gets a
chance to join 3 of our best singers (the stars) in performing a
song of his choosing. (Providing it is a song the "stars" know.)
Since we will probably only do one of these per meeting it will
take a long time to get around to everybody. Therefore if you
want to participate you should let me know right away. It will be
first-come, first-served. Lebron


Contest Songs
We are introducing a new activity that may become a regular
item in our meetings, "Quarteting with the Stars". Here is how it
works. Anyone not a member of a registered quartet gets a
chance to join 3 of our best singers (the stars) in performing a
song of his choosing. (Providing it is a song the "stars" know.)
Since we will probably only do one of these per meeting it will
take a long time to get around to everybody. Therefore if you
want to participate you should let me know right away. It will be
first-come, first-served. Lebron


Newsletter Change
The Summary of Last Meeting section of this newsletter will now
be called Highlights from Last Meeting. Now that we include the
Script for meetings in the newsletter, there is no need to
summarize the entire last meeting.Only items not in the
preceding Monday's script will be highlighted. Steve Wixson


Photograph by Janet Wixson  


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  August 8, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Help Plan Our Meetings
Profile of Dave Fleury


Calendar


Ruby Falls, Saturday, August 6,
Noon to 2 PM. Assemble at 11:15 AM,
Dress Casual. Cold water provided.


Board Meeting, Monday, August 8,
5 PM at Wally's


Annual Awards Banquet, Friday,
August 12, Wally's in East Ridge, 6:30
PM.


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
August 16.


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2. We host.


Help Plan our


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58, Wally & Crew Greet Guests, Sign in,
Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up Chairs
and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02, Dave White Gather Singers, Open
Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director - Chuck lead
KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Membership VP -Wally
Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce Warm up Director


Warm up 7:02 - 7:17, Director - Paul Warm Up, Chairs / sing
polecat 7:32 - 7:47, Director - Chuck Sweet and Lovely, Circle
sing (Shotgun Style?7:47 - 8:02, Director - Paul Dream is a
Wish.


Chairs / Learn Tag 8:02 - 8:12, Director - Chuck, Chairs / sing
8:12 - 8:27, Director - Paul When you Wish upon a Star


Annouc. 8:27 - 8:30, Moderator - Dave White, Guest
Introductions - Wally, Break 8:30 - 8:33.


Sectional 8:33 - 8:43, When She Loved Me - Before Bridge,
Risers/recording/evaluation8:43 - 8:53, Director - Paul When
She Loved Me, Octet 8:53 - 9:03, Director - Paul When She
Loved Me


Risers/sing 9:03 - 9:13, Director - Chuck Ga on my Mind, Visual
Coach - Fred, Watcher - Grady, Risers/sing 9:13 - 9:23, Director
- Paul God Bless America, Audio Coach - Johnny, Listener -
Beau.
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Meetings


Since we started using the CACM
format, Paul, Chuck and I have met
with the meeting evaluator for each
meeting immediately after each
meeting. In this time we discuss the
meeting we just had, what we can do
to improve it, and decide on a rough
outline for the next weeks script. I can
speak for Paul and Chuck as well as
myself when I say we would love to
have some or all of you come to these
meetings. It would be of great benefit
to the chorus for more leaders and
members to get involved with these
evaluations and planning sessions. If
you can't do it every week maybe you
could do it occcasionally. Anything you
can do will be appreciated. Thanks for
the good work you are already doing.
Lebron


Summary of Last
Meeting


Chuck opened the meeting with the
jazz version of KTWWS. Paul led
warm up with DOW, last week's new
exercise and two tags.


Chuck worked on Dream. We broke
into sectionals to work on the bridge in
WSLM. We regrouped to continue
working on it.


Dave White lead announcements.
Dave Rack reminded us of the Ruby
Falls Sing out. He will bring lots of
water. We will sing for 20 minutes and
rest in air conditioning for 10 minutes,
then repeat until  1:50 PM. Lebron
noted there will be a Board meeting on
Monday. He noted the evaluation held
after each meeting (see left column.)
Fred welcomed Rich as a new
member and presented him with his
membership certificate.


We worked on You tell me Your
Dreams in a circle sing. We then went
to the risers and worked on CDTR,
Caroline with Rich acting as our
Caroline, SSB-both verses, HML,
Showboat and one more time thru
WSLM which could be a Contest song.


Closing 9:23 - 9:30, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS, Meeting
Evaluator - Dave White


Profile of a Member
Dave Fleury was born on March 25. 1951 in Baltimore,
Maryland. He attended the Univeristy of Maryland for
undergraduate and post graduate studies. He served in the
Navy and has worked for General Electric and Georgia Power.
He is currently a Senior Reactor Technology Instructor with the
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. He and Tanya were
married on December 29, 1984. Here in his own words;


One of the fondest memories of my dad was because of the
funny looking sticker we had on our old Chevy station wagon.  It
had a barber pole, a lyre and the letters SPEBSQSA across it. 
When I would ask my dad what that meant he would retort so
fast that I almost couldn’t make out some of the words, and
then pronounce it as one long word. I remember him talking
about the year he and his quartet drove to Ohio to sing in the
national championships. They thought that they were pretty
good and figured, “Why not give it a try?” After signing up and
paying their entry fees they went in to hear some of the quartets
sing. The first quartet they got to hear was the Buffalo Bills. At
this point they looked at each other and said, “What the Hell are
we doing here?” Well, my father’s love of singing didn’t fade,
but his involvement in SPEBSQSA did.


I became involved with barbershop when Tanya found a tiny
article in the Sunday paper saying that on Monday night the
Chattanooga Choo Choo Barbershop Chorus was gearing up
for their annual Christmas show and that all male members of
the community were welcome to come and sing with them to
help raise money for charity.  She showed it to me saying,
“Your daddy used to sing Barbershop.  I think you would enjoy
this.”


Well, I attended that meeting in October of 2007 and the rest is
history.  I really LOVE doing singouts.  Especially, when we do
the National Anthem at a ballgame, the Special Olympics, or the
swearing-in ceremony for naturalized citizens. But, my proudest
moments have been when someone thought that my voice was
good enough to invite me to join their quartet, “The
Chattanooguys.”  And when two weeks ago, when Paul asked
me to be part of the quartet that would sing the National
Anthem at the Special Olympics swimming meet. 


I never got to sing any barbershop in a quartet with my dad, but
I’m pretty sure that he would have been proud of me.  And that
he is looking down and smiling at me knowing that he taught
me well.







Template Show Choo Newsletter


file:///C|/...ts/Internet%20Related/choochoochoruswebsite/Barbershop%20Weekly%20Newsletter/2011%20August%208.html[2/11/2012 8:19:04 AM]


Next week we will record it so we all
can hear it.


Chet passed the Gandy to Wilbur, and
we closed with KTWWS.


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Photo by Brandon Middlebrook's Mom December 12, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Highlights from the Christmas Show
Thanks from our Director
Note from our Treasurer
CCCCCers Welcome on Sing Outs
Alexian Grove Sing Out Directions
Wixson Home Directions


Calendar


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 PM.
See directions in right column.


Sweet Adeline Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec 10th, 7 PM, Notre Dame.
$10.


Christmas Party, Monday, Dec. 12,
home of Steve & Janet Wixson, 6:30 PM.
Directions below.


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday,
Dec. 17.


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday,


Script for Christmas Party
6:30 Arrive now or later


7:00 Eat too much food


8:30 Installation of Officers for 2012 by Larry Dieters,
Executive Director of the Barbershop Harmony Society


8:40 Group Singing


9:00 Afterglow begins


Highlights from Last Meeting


We sang through our Christmas reprotorie in preparation
for upcoming sing outs. We talked about the show and
how well it went. Several members passed on comments
from the people they had sold tickets to. Paul told his
annual first Monday in December joke about the singing
parrot. There was an announcement about the upcoming
Singing Valentines fund raiser and that we need a chair
and quartets. Steve Grub told us about the Sweet A deli ne
show at Not re Dame on Saturday. Gary passed the Handy
to Paul for all his hard work on the Show. We closed with
KTWWS.


Highlights from Christmas Show


The Christmas Show for 2011 was again held at GPS with
Bed Mascon as MC. The Choo Choo Chorus arrived at 3
PM for a dress rehearsal. They were joined by the CCCCC
at 6 PM for their dress rehearsal. The show, titled The
Children of Christmas, began at 7:30 with the Choo Choo
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February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-11,
2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Note from our Treasurer


Please turn in all outstanding money and
expenses for the Christmas show to me by
Monday night's party at the Wixsons so we
can write the check to the Boehm Center
this year. Thanks, Gary Fisher


CCCCCers Invited to Join
the Christmas Sing Outs


Community Chorus members are invited to
join us for the three remaining Christmas
sing outs, the first being Thursday
December 8th. Dress is the same as the
Show. We hope you will join us. 


Wixson Home Directions


Highway 27 North or South as appropriate.
Exit Highway 127/Signal Mountain. Drive up
the mountain and take the second right onto
Sunset Drive (it is past the Space Ship
House) . Take the first left onto Lower Brow
Road and up the hill to the yellow house at
1060. Telephone number is 886-1744.


Chorus performing along with the Chattanooga, Scenic City
Sound and Rock City Four Quartets. After a short
intermission, the CCCCC performed to a most appreciative
audience. One highlight is shown in the above photograph
when children joined us on stage for a reprise of Jingle
Bells. Another highlight was the audience response to Paul
Blaze's new arrangement of A Cradle in Bethlehem which
had its inaugural performance.


Thanks from our Director


Thanks again for a wonderful show - your hard work really
brought us great results. I heard nothing but positive
comments and there were multiple standing ovations. 
Remember, though, that we have a Christmas Party and
three more performances before the season "ends." I look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the
additional performances - keep in mind that some of the
people we'll be performing for were unable to attend our
show and this gives us a chance to bring the exciting and
inspiring feeling of our show to them. Paul Blazek


Alexian Grove Sing Out
Directions


Our next sing out is for the Alexian Grove Retirement
Center on Thursday, Dec. 8th. Directions: Take I-24 West
to Exit 174. Turn right at the bottom of the ramp onto
Cummings Highway. Go about 0.9 miles on Cummings
Highway and turn left onto Cummings Road. Take the first
left onto Carl Sanford Drive. Take the next left onto Orrery
Oak Lane. We assemble at 6:15 for the 7 PM performance.
Same dress as the Show. Dave Rack


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Alexian Grove Photogaph by Mary
Rhoden


December 19, 2011


In This E-mail


No meeting until  January 2, 2012
Highlights from Alexian Grove\
Note from Paul Blazek
Note from our Treasurer
Directions to Fairview Baptist
Church


Calendar


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec. 17. Assemble at 6:45
PM for a 7:30 performance. Dress is
same as Christmas Show. Directions
in right column.


Next Chapter Meeting, Monday,
January 2, 2012.


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday,
February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention, March
9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Note from Our
Treasurer


Remember that all money for
Christmas show tickets must be


No Meeting on Monday


Our next meeting will be Monday, January 2, 2012. Have a
Merry Christmas!


Highlights from Alexian Grove


Twenty nine guys showed up for the Alexian Grove Sing Out. We
had a very interactive audience, one lady in particular made us
laugh several times. We rehearsed in their exercise room which
got very warm before we opened the windows (hoped no one
escaped). We sang from our Christmas song list and the
Chattanooguys with Paul substituting for Gary, sang their show
tunes. There was a very warm exchange with those attending
after the performance.


Note from Paul Blazek


Our performance Saturday night at Fairview Baptists Church will
be the last time we're together this year. One final word of thanks
to all of you for the great journey that was 2011.  Merry
Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, a Joyous Kwanzaa, or any other
holiday you celebrate this time of year (Festivus?), and for all of
us, a Happy and Healthy New Year!


Directions to Fairview Baptist
Church


The church is close to the NW corner of the Battlefield at 108
Jenkins Road.  At least two ways to get there. From Battlefield
Parkway, turn south onto Lafayette Road toward the Battlefield,
and right onto Mcfarland Ave at the stop sign. Drive for about 1.5
miles and turn left onto Jenkins Road.  From I-24, take Rossville
Blvd and then turn right onto Mcfarland Ave at the big left turn in
Rossville.  Continue on Mcfarland across Highway 2, and after
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received by Saturday, December 17th
as well as expense vouchers. Mail to
Gary Fisher, 1910 River Chase Road,
Hixson, TN 37343 or give to Gary on
Saturday night at Fairview Baptist.


about a mile turn right on Jenkins Road.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


A Santa Paul Greeting December 26, 2011


In This E-mail


Highlights from Christmas Party
Highlights from Alexian Grove
Highlights from Fairview Baptist
From our Treasurer
Last Newsletter to the CCCCC


Calendar


Next Chapter Meeting,
Monday, January 2, 2012.


Valentine Fund Raiser,
Tuesday, February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Our 50th Anniversary
Celebration, July 2012


From our Treasurer


No Meeting on Monday


Our next meeting will be Monday, January 2, 2012. Have a Merry
Christmas!


Highlights from Christmas Party


Sixty two people showed up for the annual Christmas Party plus
special guests, Interim BHS Executive Director, Larry Deters and
his wife (about half of them shown in the photograph below.) The
food was familiar, slow cooked corned beef brisket, Honeybaked
ham and fixings plus shrimp. Paul is disappointed when Bananas
Foster is not served for desert, so it was back. We sang a Tribute
song titled Blakek, the New Arranger,sung to the tune of Rudolph,
the Red Nosed Reindeer for his arrangement of A Cradle in
Bethlehem. Larry installed officers for 2012. We sang several of
our Christmas songs to our wives. We again thanked the CCCCC
who attended for their contributions to the Christmas season. An
evening of food, song and fellowship.


Highlights from Alexian Village


It is fun to sing for the residents of Alexian Village - they come
colorfully dressed up. Then there are those who see us on their
closed circuit television system - are they dressed up? We sang
songs from our Christmas list and the Chattanooga sang their
show songs. Lots of fellowship with the residents after the
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Thank you,2hsk\ Choo Choo Chorus
and the Chattanooga Community
Chorus for the great response to
ticket sales that will benefit Walter
Boehm Birth Defects Center.  I still
have a couple of checks coming in
as of this date, but it looks like we
will exceed last year's total of
$4,500.  Thank you to everyone that
attended the singout at Fairview
Baptist in Rossville.  Not only did we
get $118 in a love offering but the
church gave us a check for an
additional $250 making the
evening's take of $368.  Merry
Christmas to all and to all a good
night. Gary Fisher, Treasurer


performance. 


Highlights from Fairview Baptist


There were thirty-two on the risers and about forty in the audience
who gave us a standing ovation. The pastor said they had
recorded the performance, and would be putting it on TV and
radio. They also want us back. Pat Crowe


Last Newsletter to our CCCCC
Members


We say thank you for making this Christmas special. Next year will
be the tenth anniversary of the CCCCC, and it is time to achieve
our goal of 100 men on stage. Please put us on your October-
December 2012 calendar for Monday nights.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December Monthly Issue December 5, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Alexian Grove Sing Out Directions
Turn in Christmas Show Money
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Calendar


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS. Choo Choo Chorus
Dress Rehearsal at 3pm. Dinner on your own
afterwards. Community Chorus warm up at
6:00 and show starts at 7:30. Dress is white
dress shirt, black pants, socks and shoes,
colorful Christmas tie. Colorful accessory is
optional. Choo Choo Chorus will wear red
coats for Act 1.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec. 8, 7 PM.
See directions in right column.


Christmas Party, Monday, Dec. 12, home
of Steve & Janet Wixson, 6:30 PM. $10 per
person (pay Gary) and Community Chorus
members and their wives are invited.


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec. 13, 7 PM


Script for this Monday
7:00 Warm up


7:15 Prepare for Christmas Sing Outs


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Continue on risers


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led a brief warm up. We sang though the CCCCC
song list except for the Christmas Tag and with Slack
singing the solo introduction to WNALC. Paul
announced the Cleveland Show and Tuesday night
rehearsal had been cancelled. We went to the risers and
sang through the entire CCCCC song list. After a few
more announcements, the CCCCC was dismissed.


Continuing with a short break, we returned to the chairs
where Scenic City Sound sang Didley Squat and Rock
City Four sang Two Front Teeth. Paul led
announcements. We sang through our entire song list.
Fleury passed the Gandy to Gary for writing the script for
the Christmas Show. We closed with KTWWS. 


Alexian Grove Sing Out
Directions


Our next sing out is for the Alexian Grove Retirement
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Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday,
Dec. 17.


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday,
February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-11,
2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Birthdays


1 - Ann Poole
6 - Judy Jessee
13 - Wally Bigby
19 - Steve Grubb


Anniversary


29 - David and Tanya Fleury


Center on Thursday, Dec 8th. Directions: Take I-24
West to Exit 174. Turn right at the bottom of the ramp
onto Cummings Highway. Go about 0.9 miles on
Cummings Highway and turn left onto Cummings Road.
Take the first left onto Carl Swafford Drive. Take the next
left onto Aubrury Oak Lane. We assemble at 6:15 for the
7 PM performance. Dave Rack


Turn in Christmas Show Money


Turn in Christmas Show money to Gary Fisher before or
after the show on Saturday.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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Spring 1999 Contest Photo 


• Sin ging va lentin e-The Last 
Slretm 


• Need Singing va lentines Help 
• SV Message tromWally 
• Message tro m !l1e Treasurer 


Calendar 


\l<llenline's Day f und Raiser, Monday, 
Fe bru ar"/ 14 


Dixie District Spring Convention , 
... arm 11-13, 201 t , Bo al. Al abama 


Gorden PIoI", Sing OJ!. Marm 24 


" 


r ebrual"}' 7,20U 


I no meet Monday, Fe bru ar"/ 14!11 , due to 1I1e Singing 


Valentine-The Last Stretch 


hands on 
, 


" 


" ~'" 
order to 


Home slretm , an d 
1I1i s one 011l1e best 


, 


va lentines , just contad me. OtI1erwise 
pass !I1em out on Sun day an d Monday. 


';;m: ; :~;.,~:oo~;ut Pfidn g: $4S-lwo or more hour ti me wi noow. 
~ hour ti me wi ndow, but not exad ti me. $10-







Lookoots Sa..,."," GIl""" April 21 


Natu ra~L1bon Ceremony, April 2B, 
sing . t 10:30am and 1:30pm 


S<:oot H"g Day, Saturday, May 2B at 
National Ce metery, assemble at 
7:30am 


Memorial Day, Mon day, May 30 at 
Nati onal Ce metery. We are li ke ly to be 
aske d tos ing 


lookoots 1>11..,.", 11 GIl""" June 23 


Mont""ll Ie As",,", Illy OWners 
Meeting , July 22, Monteag le, TN 


S V Me55age from 
W ally 


"O on1 IOfget 1I1at you <Ai n eas ily nil out 
a Sjn gingYa lenti ne lorm on 1I1e web at , 


" <Ai n also use 1I1e attame d IOfm and fi ll 
it out wi1l1 a PDF rea der Of print ~ 
-Wally" 


M e55ag e from the 
Treasurer 


Incredi ble as ~ may see m, I am still 
rece Mng money lor 1I1e Christmas 
show an d we are co ming dose to ou r 
net 01 what we are goi ng to donate to 
Walter Boehm Center .. Gary Fi3M r 


The alO., ( Il00 a WNS is the rf 


pednc ti me (5 ""nute win dow or less ). Al so, Sing ing 
lenti nes can be delrvered to BlueCrosslBlue Sh ield 


ontact me l or particu lars ~ nee ded. 1.Ia= llws 


Need S inging Valentine H elp 
lease sign up ~ you <Ai n 


RGENT Quartet TenOf lor Ya lenti nes Sing in Bi rm woo d 
aturday night between 5:30 an d 7:00 PM 


on day M<>m ing earty (5:30 am): People to prepare nower 
rran gements and distri bute suppl ies to 1I1e Quartets: Frank 
elaney an d Dave Rack have volunteere d IOf Saturday an d 
ould pro ba~y be ava il a ~ e lor Mon day. 


arincation: PLEASE NOTlFY T11E VALENTlNE CHAIRMAN 
J DAYS YOUR QUARTET W1 LL BE AVAI LABLE (SUNDAY 


D MONDA'I': OR MONDAY ONLY) SOT11QSE MANNING T11E 
HONES CAN KNQWWl1 EN T11EY CiIN BOOK 
NGAGEMENTS. ALSO, HOW EARLY YOUR QUARTET W1 LL 
E W1 WNG TQ START AN DWl1ET11EROR NQTYOU HAVE 


EB B: Le!>ron Brock, Wally Edmon dson 


EB 9: L e!>ron Brock, Dave Rack 


B 10: Dave Rack ti Il 1:00 pm 


EB 11 Steve Wixson (part 01 day) 


EBt2: OPEN 


EB13: OPEN 


EBt4: OPEN 


-
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Chattanooguys Deliver 


In This E-mail 


• Message trom Le bron 
• Singing va l en~ne - First Reprot 


Calendar 


Dix .. District Spring Convention , 
... arell 11-13, 2011 , Boal. Al abama 


Gorden PIoI", Sing OJ!. Marell 24 


Lookoots Baseban Gllme, Apri l 21 


February 21, 2 0 .. 


llfessage from Lebron 
en I ~rsl "; s ite d tlle eIlorus , one reason I was t," d I shou ld 


in was because I wou ld h<we goo d fe ll owsh ip witll tile guys 
y tllought was : I wi ll join because II 000e tile ha,monY,!>ut I 
n'l need Of want anotller group of people to fe ll owsh ip witll 
soda l ca len dar is lu ll. I don't even know ~ ll i ke tIlese 


ti me wenl by l discOliere d I did like tile guys an d tile lon ger I 
m in tile eIlorus tile more I nn d I enjoy spendin g ~m e witll 
em. ~ is actua lly a littl e strange tI1at I c!o since I nn d few in 
e gfOUp tI1at I h<we muell in commcm witll otller tIlan a 1000e 


f harmony. I suspect a lot of otllers fee l tIl is way too. Last 
on day l spent tile Whole even ing at rehearsa l even tIloul)h I 
ou loo't sing because of recent surger}' on my nose an d I 
n d it The rll are tIlil\9~d tIlin ~s ( d",, '! n e about 







sing at 1 0:30am and 1 :30pm 


S<:oot Hog Day, Saturday, ~ay 28 at 
Nati onal Cemetery, assemble at 
1:30am 


Memorial Day, ~on day, ~ay 30 at 
National Cemetery. We are likely to be 
asked tos in9 


Look""ts 1>II_" Game, June 23 


Mont""g Ie As",,", bIy OWners 
Meeting , Ju ry 22, ~o nte a g l e , TN 


Singing Valentine 
First Report 


T11 is is a pre liminary repo rt on last 
Monda),s enorts , and ~a rce ll u s wi ll 
repo rt fU M er em ~on day. 45 S<n ging 
va lentines were del" ered. ~a rce ll u s 


tIl anks everyone Wh o helpe d witll 
I<:u dos to til e Ch.ttanool/UYs Wh o 
started at lam and sang unti l 9pm not 
mi ssing a del" ery. T11 e photograph is 
fro m a va lentines party at T11 e He. ltIl 
Center at Standifer PI. ce Whe re tIley 
sang to Undo and til e Ki ng and 
Quee n of va lentines 


The a lO., CI\oo aWNS is the rf 


" 


oot tll at has to be expe cted since we are so 


ere have bee n two m.jOf surprises for me since I h ... e 
o ined tile rnoru s. T11 e nrst ca me Quicl1y and was that I knew 
ar less a!>o ut singing tll an I tIl ought I did. Th e second ca me 
ne r I became an omcer and ~ was tile amount o! work ~ takes 
o keep tile rnapter going. T11 ere are endless tIl ings tIl .t nee d 
o be don e. T11 0se tr,; ng to do t!1 ese th ings don 't always nn d 
nough help to do tIl em, oot always nn d people Who get upset 
at everytl1 in9 doesn't get done. We all have I" es away fro m 
e rnorus and h ... e responsibi liti es tIl at h ... e to come ahea d 


f til e rnorus . Kn owin9 tIl is, we shouldn 't be too critical Whe n 
verytl1 in9 doe sn 't get done, we should instea d oner to help 
der members Wh o have serlle d as lea ders for many ye.rs 


et tired someti mes and want oth ers to ca rry til e loa d. T11 at is 
nde rstandable. New members tIl ou9h, start to serlle and 
oon fee l like tIl ey are put under too murn loa d. Wh at we all 
ave to remember is t!1 at ~ we are to keep What we enjoy we 


II always h ... e to inve st ti me and enort and til e more 
Ofkers invo" ed til e li9hter til e loa d for everyone 


wou ld like to ask fOf some recommitment fOfm tIl ose Who 
... e started to take a back seat and instead of bein9 co ntent 


o let someo ne else do tile WOfk, voluntee r to help someone 
ry to be at every pra ctice and fUn ction poss ibi e, ~ is h.rd Of 


mpo ssibi e to imprOlle if til e entire \lfOU P is never present at 
e same ti me fOf practi ce. I! you enjoy What tlle rnorus does 


or you as murn as I do, I am sure you don't want to see ~ fade 
way. ~we wOfk t0getll er we ca n OIIercome any pro bi em Let's 
ake tIl is anotll er 900 d yea r fOf til e rnorus 


-
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February Monthly Issue 
,,----


• Script for Monda),s Meeting 


• Last Monda),s Meeting SU mmary 


• Messages tro m tI1e Pres i de n~ 


Treasurer, Secretary, Music 
Lea dership W and Wally 


• Sj n ~ i n g va lenti ne Update 


• ~d Chorus Photo trom Barry 


• Birtl1days and An n",ersa ri es 


Calendar 
, , 


February 7, 20 .. 


on MyWi ld Iri sh Rose -~cal eoam Paul, 
I eoam Chuck, watmer Dave 







---------~-----.-.-- ---_ .. _----------------
va lenbne's DIIy fund RIIiser, ~on d.y, ell o Ma ry l ou 
February 14 e SI1owboat Came To Town 


Dixie District Spring Coo'fflnbon , 
Marrn 11 -13, 2011, Boal. iII abam. 


Go rden 1'1<1", Sing OUt, Marc!124 


Natu ra ~II,,;on Ce,emony., Apri l 28 , 
sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm 


S<:oot H"g [My, S.turday, May 28 at 
National Ce metery, asse mbl e at 
7:30am 


Memo",,1 Day, Mon day, May 30.t 
N.ti onal Cemetery We are likely !o be 
asked tos ing 


Lookoots BosebaJ Game, June 23 


Montea9 Ie As""", Illy OWne,s 
Mooting , July 22, Montea gle, TN 


ll1usic Leadership VP 


Music Team wi ll meet Monday afte r 
mapler mee~ n g, not at Wally's as 
usu. 1. 1 may sound redundant, b<Jt it is 
very impo rtant to stuc!y t!1e music 
outside tt1e rehearsal. Because of 
YalenU n. 's. w e on ly have FOlJR {4 ,) 
rehearsa ls before co mpetiti on 


Old Chorus Photo 


Shown abOlie is an old Chorus 
ph oto ~raph !rom Barry OWens. How 
many ~ uys ca n you reeo\jl1"" ? 'M1 at 
yea r w as it take n? f'fIDls aw arded to 
best answ ers 


Birthdays 


1001- Shannon Edmondson 
12111 - Gist Brooks 


13tf1 - Joyee Delaney 
19t!1-Sa llyWall 


28t11- Wally Edmon dso n 


Anniversaries 


ru i s i n ~ Down The Rrver 
25 Ganc!y Dance rllGWWS 


Last Monday 's M eeting Summary 


aul led w arm up witf1 TOS, rI1)'tf1 m exerdse witf1 dapping, 
cales and lNe mOfds. Cl1 ucl; w ent Oller tf1e ~ I C K E Y ~ 0 U 
E tag 


e !>roke into sectionals on SI1owboatfor 25 minutes , and 
nished witf1 all asse mbl ed. Cl1ecl; led Go d Bless Am enca 


ave 'M1 ite led announce ments. Gary repo rted on tf1e !>ri ef 
ard ~ee~ n g held just prior to tf1e mee~ n g . A budg et fo; 2011 


as apprOlled, $4500 w as apprOlied IOf tf1e Boehm Ce nter, 
nd tf1e mapter fOfm witf1 rece ipts wi ll be reQuired for 
eimoo rse ment tf1 is year. ~arce ll u s gave a Sj nging va l e n~ n e 


pdate (see below). Dave Rack repo rted tf1at w e wi ll ~e fed 
nner at tf1e Ga rden pjaza sing out. The n atu ra l iz.a~ on 


eremony and Scout Flag Day sign outs are on tf1e sme du le 
om repo rted on his COTS expe nenee . He w as surprise d at 
ow few s i n ~ outs many mapters h""e , and w as prou d to 
epo rt our smedu le. Pa ul repo rted on tf1e ~ i d-Wi nte r event in 
os Veg as Whe re h1e and Steve Gru bb, Johnny Jackson and 
om attended. There w ere 19 youtf1 moru ses (tI1e most ever 
nd outstanding in quality) suppo rted by t11e Harmony 
ou n da~ o n , and he urged us to co nmoote to~. He is now 
>i e VP fOf Finanda l Development 


e w enttotf1e nse rs and w orked on HELTlD, C DTR, 
enando ah, Caroline and RONR To m passe d tf1e Gandy to 


eau. We dosed witf1 KrWWS 


S inging Valentine Update 
e telephone is being manned, so put up tf10se Singing 
l e n~n e Ya rd Sj ~n s , e-mail t11 e Singing va l e n~ n e "-mail to 


veryone you can and pe rsonally se ll as many as you ca n to 
et t110se Ofders roll ing in (see ~essage !rom Wally below) 
e .... e ded ded notto one r a doze n roses and tf1e large box of 
ndy as upgrades 


lease let me know (423-&45-9955) il you wi ll be abl e to take 
1/2 day shilt and Wh im day betwee n now and va l e n~ n es 


ay. ~y understanding i s tf1at w e w ould w ant to be on call 
om 8 :00 am to 10:00 pm daily. ~ you ca n take only part of a 
hift, let me know and I wi ll try to get someone to nil in for tf1e 
alanee of tf1 e ti me. Tha nks for everyone's help' 


reell"" 


Message from the Treasurer 
reas urer ru les : 1 Yo u mlJ sttum in an Elpense Voumer ~ yo u 


sh to be reimoo rse d lo r an)'tf1 i n ~ . A rece ipt must aceompany 
e Voumer. 2 . AJ I money fo; any project Of any tl1 ing, cash 0; 







1ot11- Tom& Barbara Kee gan 
26111 - Rirnard& iIr1n Poo le 


No Birthday Shown 


Il you have a biMday or an nrve rsary 
1I1at is not induded at>ove , please let 
me know. steve 


Secretary Message 


~ was men~<>ne d last night 1I1 at 
Sodety dues must be pa id up belore 
singing in contest. Th at is corredlor 
1I10se dues to be paid in 1I1e last 
quarter of last year. Howe.e r, dues 
wi1l1 paym ent by Marrn 31, 2011, do 
no! because 1I1e contest is eart ier in 
til. mon1l1. Fred 


Messagefrom the 
President 


Good atten dance and produdng good 
sound is making our me etings fUn 
We continue to make good prog ress 
on contest songs and enjoy singing 
two 011l1e most beautifUl s<>ngs we 
have eve r ha d in ou r repertoire , 
"SI1enandoah" and "Rrve r 01 no 
Return" ~ you have been miss ing 
1I1ese meetin gs you should co me get 
in <>n 1I1 is. LebfOfl 


eck. i s to be turn ed into Dave Fleu ry. Ask l()( a rece ipt 


er Mbits: OU r donati on to tile Barbershop H armony 
ou ndati on lor 201 0 was $712.50. Th is is 1I1e money from 1I1e 
asket we pass every week. Wl1e n you add 1I1at to 1I1e Walter 


eh m donati <>n, 1I1 is rnapter gave $5,212.50 to rnaritable 
rganizations last yea r. Since we ave ra ge arou nd 30 men on 
e risers every week, ttlat is about $173 per man. We owe a 


arge pa rt 01 ttl at to 1I1e ticket sa les of our Community C~orus 
en 11I1 ink about your generos ity, rt just abo ut busts my 


ttons. Th ank you 


alter Boehm BiM Deleds Center is to recerve $4,500 from 
e Chri stma s Show. My 1I1anks to everyone who so ld a ~cket 
appea red in our prog ram. Gary Fi.he, 


Messagefrom Wally 
" new and easy way to submrt a 3;n ging va lenti ne ()(de r is 


ttl a webs ite t just set upfor us . V1 s~ bttr ,. e '. 0".0 Qrg 
nd nil out ttle f()(m. Wl1e n you d ick 1I1e "Subm ir button, tI1e 
ebs ite wi ll nil out a PDF f()( you and ema il itto Marce ll us. ~ 
II ema il one to you, as we ll , so you can make sure rt wo;ked 


ndyou have one to keep as a backup in case tile 01l1e r is 
ost. So please enter you r reaj ema il address when rt asks for 
t <>n 1I1e webs ite . You wonl recerve any spamfrom me. Let me 


ow ~ you have any ternn ica l probiems wi1l1111e new form or 
e webs ite. Just call me at 423.413.8681 any ti me. The new 


orm is also attarned to ttl is week's news letter. You ca n open 
e POf nle on your computer an d fi ll it out before you print it, 
r you ca n pri nt it as~s and fi ll rt out by hand if you like . -Wally" 


The ClK>o ClK>o ClK>fuo is 1tJe ~lomW\g ""lor 1tJe Cll , ttOflOOgo Cllapt..,. or tOe B.rll<nIIop Harmony Socio!y. 
Wo"",," o"",ot fN<'f'( YoodIIy n9ht ot AI s..~to ACOod<my, 310 cn t EtI\ Ave, Cll.ttonoogo, TIl 37<21 


YO" ",n ",I (~23) 26~StIG lor more n loNMtiM Of s"" our wotlsl o choochoochorvl .oro 
News lettor fdlc><: StfNe WO<SO<\, <>-m>l w t<l onQch,tt,noool.not 
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Yoo"re re","",,~ this e-mol ""CO""" yt>II are, merrber Of meM of the Clloo Clloo CllO<l>S 


In This E-mail 


• Script lor Monda),s Meeti n ~ 
• Last Monda),s Meetin ~ Summar"/ 
• From tlle Mus ic W 


Calendar 


Board Meeting, Januar"/ 10, Wall),s 
Restau rant, 5pm dinner, 5:30 meetin~ 


V~"'ntine'5 Day fund Raiser, Monday, 
FetmJar"/ 14 


Dixie District Spring Coo'fflntion, 
Marrn 11-13, 2011, Boal, Al abama 


From the Music VP 


The contest son~s for sPfin ~wi li ~e 
-Showl>oar and -Cru isin- We are sti ll 
debat i n ~ 011 so n ~s for fa ll - your 
opinions are we lco me 


January 10 , 2 0 11 


Scriptfor Monday rs llfeeting 
7:00warmup -Pau l 
7:20 ta~ - Chucl:: 
7:25 C hattanoo~a Choo Choo - Pau l 
7:35 How s Ever"/ Uttle Th i n ~ In Dixie - Paul 
7:45 God ~ess America - Chuck 
7:55 The Lord's Prayer- Paul 
8:10 ""n(){Jneements 
S:30auartet(s) 
8:40 Riser Time - PaullChucl:: 


Last Monday rs llfeeting Summary 


2()1 I has started witll a ba n ~ lor tile rnorus . H ound 25 present 
i ndu di n ~ 3 tro m tile CCCC who are becomi n ~ new members 


Chuck led wa rm-up. Paul tau ~ht a ta~ (from -G",e a little 
wh i s~e- , a Disney so n~wh i rn is likely to be on (){J r next show. 
Pau l and Chuck share d di reclin~ of S!1owl>oat came to town , 
Shenandoah, R",er of no return , Star spa n ~ l ed banner, & God 
Bless Ameri ca 


""noun ce ments we re led by PrO\jfam W Dave Wl1ite. Music 
W Chuck WilsOl1 reporte d 011 MLT meet i n ~ - Spri n ~ eOl1test 
so n ~s wi ll be Showl>oat and C ru i s i n ~ Fa ll co ntest son~s may 







We have also tentativety set a show lor 
AIJ\j\Jst 27 wit!1 a Disney tf1e me (see 
photograph a!>olie 01 t!1e 2003 Disney 
show.) 


Notice t!1at next week we "'; 11 work on 
·Chattanooga Choo Choo· Slu ely all 
your mus ic on your ~m e and members 
be at least familiar ".;t!1 what we are 
singing - new members , we"'; l1 do 
our bestto get lea rn ing too ls in your 
hands. Lea rn ing cds are in t!1e wo rks, 
but you can at least refresh yourse lf on 
t!1e musicyo u know. Be rea ely next 
Monday to have fu n worki ng hard (not 
a contradiction '). Chuck Wi""" 


" 


be Lulu and Old Fash ione d Gi~ . Quartets nee d to get rea ely 10f 
V. l e n~ n es . OUf sh ow tt1i s yea r "'; l1 be in AlJg ust and"'; l1 be t!1e 
Disney t!1e me {see t!1e photog raph abOlle) ".;t!1 poss i ~y a high 
sctlOo l ctlO ir Of t!1e Chattanooga Girts Choir to pe~orm too 
Christmas show ~cket rnairman Marcell us Scott encourages 
~cket money to be lumed in. Chapter Development VP Walty 
Edmondson tt1a nked everyone lor recru iti ng CCCC mem~ers 


Chapter Secretary presented a renewal to Hobby Tho mas He 
has bee n a member t 2years 


Niles Fo"';e r repo rted we receive d a \/feetin g fro m a 10fmer 
member now IMng in Vi rginia at t!1e age 01 95, Bill McKeehan 
He has organinl d a >'LQ in t!1 e reti rement ce nter whe re he lives 
and pe ~orm e d lor a large number of t!1e ot!1e r res idents 


Bus iness Mgf. Dave Rack repo rted on up coming sinlM>lJts 
We h""e a new one srnedu led in Marrn . " show 01 hands 
indi cated we "'; 11 pfOba~y have enougll singers I>ut ~ would be 
a good idea lo r section administrators to make a list 01 who"'; l1 
and"'; l1 not be t!1e re and lum it in to him 


Two quartets pe~orm e d 10f us ane r brea k. The Ch att. nooguys 
sang Let me ca ll you SWeet!1eart, and Fred, P.ul, Johnny and 
Hobby sang Caro line. On t!1e ri sers we worted on Cru ising, 
Shenandoah, and River 01 no return ".;t!1.ery good 
res ults.Cameron, t!1 e last Ganely dancer of 2010 presented t!1e 
spike to Dave Rack who led KTWWS".;tf1 \lfeat 
ent!1 usiasm.Lebron Brock 
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We Sang t o Honor Them 


In This E-mail 


• Script !or Monda),s Meetin g 
• Last Monda),s Meeting SU mmar}' 


Calendar 


Board Meeting . Janua r}' 11, Wall),s 
Rest.urant, 5pm dinner, 5:30 meeting 


Vlllentine's D.IIy fund RIIiser, Monday, 
Fet>ruar}' 14 


DOOe District Sprin9 Convention , 
Marrn 11-13, 2{)1 1, Boaz. Ai abama 


n .. American Lopan 
J,m ICln~ r,., 107 


S<>.ldy DoIoJ, T~I"'''-


J anuary 17. 2 0 11 


S criptfor Monday 's M eeting 
7:00 warmup - P.u l 
1:20tag - CM uck 
1:25 Ch.tt.noo ga Choo Choo - Pau l 
1:35 How s Ever}' Littl e Th ing In Dixie - Pau l 
7:45 Go d Bless Am erica - Chu ck 
1:55 The Lord"s Prayer- Pau l 
8:1 0 An nouncements 
8:30Qu.rtet(s) 
8:40 Riser Time - P. ullC!1uck 


Last Monday 's M eeting Summary 


Th ere is no summar}' as t!1 e meetin g was ca ncell ed ooe to 
snow. 








The Weekly Newsletter of the 


In This E-mail 


• Script 10; Monda),s lA eetin ~ 
• Last Monda),s Meetin~ SU mmary 
• Mus ic Leadersh ip W Messa~e 
• Pat Crowe at>outCold 
• Si n ~ i n ~ va lentine E-ma il 


Calendar 


Valentine's Day fund Raiser, Monday, 
Fet>ruary 14 


Dixie District Sprin~ Convenbon, 
lAa rrn 11-13, 2()11, Boal. Aiab.ma 


Gilrden PIa", Si n~ OJI, Marrn 24111 


Music Leadership VP 


January 24, 2nu 


Scriptfor Monday's Meeting 
7:()() Wa rmup (Iitera lry, wel l have heaters ) - Chuck 
7:15 Ta ~ - Pau l 
7:2() Sectionals on The Showl>o at Came to Town - Section 
Lea ders 
7:45 The Showl>oat Came To Town - Pau l 
B:()5 National Anll1em - Chuck 
B: 1 0 An n ounce me ntslBre. kII.J u a rter> 
B:3() Riser Time - P.ul!Cl1uck 
How's Every Uttle Th i n ~ In D<xie 
Cru i s i n ~ Down The Rrver 
Shenan do ah 
The Showl>o at Came To Town 
Rrver 01 No Retum 
Nationa l Anll1em 
God Bless Am enCOl 
9:25 Gan cly OancerIKTWWS 


Last Monday's Meeting Summary 







I am am"""d at t!1e tu mout last 
Monday desp ite t!1e lact we c<>u ld 
(almost) see our !>reat!1> Belli n n in ~ 


next week we are ~oi n ~ to emphasize 
t!1e contest son ~s in t!1e second hall 01 
t!1e meetin ~ . YOO HAVE HOM EWORKI 
Stu dy 'Cru isin" and Showboar at least 
15 minutes earn day, words andior 
music, whate\le r you need. We wi ll 
have a se cti onal on 'Showboar. Al so, 
we wi ll be on tf1e ri sers afte r break, 
and you ca nnot have any pape r on t!1e 
Msers; howeve r you ca n (and are 
e n c<>u ra~ed to) stand on t!1e noo< 
bes ide t!1e ri sers and eit!1e r s i n ~ 


a l on~ 0< just read and listen and lea rn 
Re member ri se r etiQ uette, too, please 
_e 
Pul Crowe Abou Cold 


Co ld?Cold'n I worked in a Saleway 
supe r store in NoMem Ontari o. It was 
an old t>u i l d i n ~ . On. day ~was so cold 
in t!1e stofe t!1at we wo uld ~o into t!1e 
meat wa l k~ n rem~e rato< to wa rm up 


25l/UYs showed up to a cold room, t>ut we wa rmed ~ up belore 
t!1e meetin ~ was Olle r. Paul led warm up wit!1 tu n i n ~ wit!1 
presentation mOIIes, 1\\Ie rno<ds wit!1 key rnan ~e and fi n i s h i n ~ 


wit!1 Down Om Way. C~ u ck ta u ~ ht tf1 e ta~ to Whe n Y<>u Wi sh 
Upon a Star, one ol t!1 e Disney Show son ~s 


Pau l wo<ked on CI1atta n oo~a Choo CMoo lor more tf1 an t!1e 
script sa id, and t!1e n LOfd'S Prayer spe n di n ~ ti me on tf1 e Ame n 


CM uck led announcements. A reminder about contes~ so n ~s 


Cru i s i n ~& Showboat in Boal. AI . The Jamison is t!1e 
recommended hotel. D .... e Rack mentioned t!1e Ga rden Plaza 
s i n ~ <>ut in Oo lteway on Marrn 24t!1 . He is I1)oi n ~ to ~et t!1 e 
[)ismc C<>u rt NationaliLlti on Ce remony a~a i n Wally mentioned 
t!1at we had 10Uf ~u ests 


Mer a 10 minute !>reak, we we nt to t!1e ri sers and worked on 
Hows Every Little Th i n ~ in Dixie a n dCru i s i n ~ Down t!1e R"'e r. 
Dave Rack passed t!1e Gandy to Tom. We dosed wit!1 KTWWS 


Singing VulentineAdvertising 
Later t!1 is week you wi ll ~et an ema il like t!1 is wit!1 all of tf1e 
details 01 t!1 is years Singing va lenti nes pfOl/fam. Piease 
forward to mends, relalilles , etc. Th is could be our best 
advertis ing met!1od 


The i ma~e at t!1e top olt!1 is email is taken trom street signs 
t!1at we have put <>ut fo< several years . Many 01 t!1ese we re 
remOlied Of lost, and Mondaywe wi ll pass out what is left 


The CIIoo CIIoo eooru, is the ~rl<mm~ OM 01 tOe CMtt.noo~ CMptor 01 tOe B.rbershop ~orm<>ny Sociely. 
We """" ."",t ""Of'{ Mooo.y "9ht . , AI s..~,. Aco.demy, llO En t 8111 Ave, Cll"',"",,~, TIl 37<21 


YO" e,," col (.23) 16~s.tIG lor ""re ~ Iormot"" or ...., O"r w_le o!!OOo!!OOo!!OrJIi .prO 
Newslettor Edl or Stove W",,,,,,,, e-mot w O<, on O ch,tlonooOJ."ot 








The Weekly Newsletter of the 


January Monthly Issue 


In This E-mail 


• SCfiptfo; Monda),s Meeti n ~ 
• 2()11 Officers witf1 contact info 
• Messa~e fro m tf1e Diredor 
• BiMdays and ,v,nr.ersa ri es in 


Januar}' 


Calendar 


Ml T Meeting, Januar}' 3, Waill's, 
dinner at 5:()()pm, metti n ~ at 5:30pm 
Ever}'one we lcome to di scuss sP<in ~ 
contest son ~s and,v,nua l show 
t!1e me 


B<>IIrd Meeting . Januar}' 1(), Wall),s 
Restaurant, 5pm dinner, 5:30 meetin ~ 


valentine's Day fund RII i""r, Monday, 
Fe bruar}' 14 


DOOe Distlict Spring Convention, 
Marm 11-13, 2()11, Boal, iIl abama 


Birthdays 


January 3 . 2 0 U 


Scriptfor Monday's Meeting 


7:GO Warmul>- Chu ck 
7:2() Ta ~ - Pau l 
7:28 S!1owbo.t Came To TOWf1- Pau l 
7:40 Shenandoah - Pau l 
7:50 Rr.er of No Retum - Paul 
8:()() Star-Span ~ l ed Banner - Chuck 
8:1() God Bless America - Paul 
8:20,v,nouncementslbreak 
8:35Quartet 
8:40 C n.J i s i n ~ Down T11e Rr.e r - Pau l 
8:55 Riser Time - PauLlChuck 
9:25 Gan dy Dancer.KTWWS 


Me5sagefrom the President 
Th e beginning of a new yea r is a ~ood~me to renect on Why we 
do What we do. Last year wa s a ver}' bu sy one for ou r mapter. 
For a sma ll ~fOupwe do a lot in our co mmun ity and tf1 e 
Barbershop District. We do so mum we sometimes fin d 
O\J rs e~es witf1 O\J rton~ues han gi n ~ O\Jt (~ I can use some 
an imal i ma~er}') . Wl1e n we look back on i ttf1 ou~h I tf1 inkwe 
can saywe fee l ~ood about Whatwe did and do not re ~ ret tf1e 


eno rt we put out. One oftf1e t!1 i n ~s t!1at makes all t!1 is 
woMWh ile is What ou r music has done for peop le in need. Not 
just tf1e money raised for tf1e biM defects center but tf1 e 
encou ra~ement and comfort we ~ave to peop le at tf1 e two 
tunera ls, t!1e ~ atf1erin ~s at tf1e Nationa l Cemeter}', tf1e Speda1 


1 st _ Niles Fow1er otymp ics , tf1e nurs i n ~ and retirement homes. Wl1at we ~ave to 
10111- Mar,o; lyn Fisher t!1ese peop le is sometf1 i n ~ money can' buy. We were 


___ -'2{)t1)-=..Gene~uelrnanc ___ _",.,.'~"ornte d witI\ 0\Jf po~onnal\c. in cootest t!1i s tall !>ut Who" 







221!1 - Steve WlJ(son 
23fd - Carol Co lli ns 
23rd-Bi ll ~ack 


Anniversaries 


t 91l1- Luden & Ell en Claiborn e 
24t1l- Clarence & Sa lly Wa ll 


From the Director 


Thanks aga in to eIIeryone for a great 
2{)1 0 - two successfu l shows , many 
pe~o rman ces around town witll lI'eat 
response , partidpaUon witll ou r 
brotlle rs in Cleveland, and successfu l 
mapter actM~es . On a more somber 
note, we also had fu nerals whe re we 
we re abl e to suppo rt til e mourn ers 
witt1 inspiratiooa l music. In all of our 
actM~ es , I was Pfoud whetlle r we had 
14 or 74 men present. By 1I1 e way, our 
Christmas moru s, 74 strong, was in 
my opinion tile best yet. Sta rt tIl inld ng 
now a!>out frie nds/acquaintances you 
can irMte for next year. One of our 
newcomers tIl is yea r was tile target of 
unrelenU ng irMtatioo (only 00 pe r 
montll , but every montll starti ng last 
January), and yet he tIl anked me ane r 
our last pe~orma n ce 


Looldngforward, we have ~n gi n g 


va l e n~ n es , an opportunity to make 
wome n (and men) happy in a quartet 
setti ng, Spri ng Con. ention and 
Contest in Boal, AL on Marm 11-13, 
ou r 2011 annual show (tIleme and 
date TBA), Fa ll Conve n~ on an d 
Contest wh im we wi ll host he re in 
C~atta n ooga in Odobe r, and til e 201 1 
Christmas moru s season. WOW! 


You all have my ~est wis h es fo r a 
Happy New Year. Paul Blazek 


we use tile talent W1t1l W1tm we have been blesse d to benefit 
otlle rs, as we have tIl is year, we are doing sometll ing far more 
impo rtant tll an win ning a contest. 1 do hope we do ~ette r in 
co ntest tIl is yea r l>ut I hope more 1I1at we continue to toum tile 
hea rts of tIlose who nee d a toum . l ebron Brock 


Officersfor 2011 
Pres ident, Lebron Brock, 9{)3-()()()5, I~, oCkl020@yahoocom 


Secretary, Fred Jesse ,706-375-5935, 
lei ,orouiloo@comcaslnet 


Treasurer, Gary Fisher, 838-5828 , oarmill.a@DeBsOIIltJ oet 


M u s i c ~ C~u ck Wi l so n , 779-4378, mukmJsa@{omc;astnlt 


Program ~ Dave Wl1ite, 892-1228, !ltwtJrte07@~ellsoultJ net 


Chapter Develop ment ~ Wa lly Edmondson , 413-8681 , 
wal,,@epp1lnel 


Business Manager, Da\le Rack, 402-1498, seracK@callcom 


Publidty, Marce ll us Scot!, 545-9955, ms~adge[l @altnet 


Bu ll etin Edit()(, Steve WlJ(son, 886-1744, 
.... "sgn@clJiittanoooanet 


Member at Large, Pat Crowe, 706-375-3878, 
ae 0 5aQ/;!!comcast D eI 


Member at Large, Da\le Fleury, 282-024 t, 
da\leneL. @emallcom 


Member at Large, Johnny Jacksoo , 315-2379, 
clJoocIJQo~a ICcomcast net 


F't1otograph of O!i'1ce rs 1»' lamar OWens Not induded is Pat 
Crowe 
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Photo from Annual Show 


In This E-mail 


• Script for ~on day's ~eetin ~ 


• Last ~on day's ~eetin ~ Summar}' 
• ~essa~e tro m ~ u s i c Lea dership 


W 
• S;nllin ~va l enti n e E-mail 


Calendar 


v.. ... ntine's Day f und Raiser, ~on day, 


Fet>rua r}' 14 


OWe District Sprin9 Convention, 
~arrn 11-13, 2011 , Boaz. Al abama 


Garden PIaU! S;n~ OU~ ~arrn 24t11 


lookoots Baseba. Gllme, Apri l 21 


Memorilll Day, Saturday, ~ ay 28t11 at 
Nati onal Cemeter}' 


lookoot. Baseba" Gllme, June 25t11 


January 3 1,2011 


Scriptfor llfonday's llfeeting 
7:GO Warm up - Pau l 
7:15 Ta~ - Chucl:: 
7:20 Sectiona ls on T11e Showbo at Came to Town - Section 
Lea ders 
7:45 T11e S!1owbo at Came To Town - Pau l 
8:05 Go d Bless Am eri ca - CI1uck 
8:10 Ar1 nouncements® eaklCluarter> 
8:30 Rise r Time - PauUChu cl:: 
How's Ever}' UIIJ e T11in ~ In Oi>ie 
Cn.J i s i n ~ Down Th e Riller 
Shenan doah 
Caro line 
Riller of No Retum 
National Ar1t11e m 
Hello ~a r}' Lou 
9:25 Gandy DancerIKTWWS 


Last Monday's Meeting Summary 


25 \lUYS showed up to a roo m tI1at was warmed witl1 two 220 
volt heaters. Chuck led tI1e s i n ~ i n ~ warm up, an d Pau l ta u ~ ht 


tI1 e Ta ~ to 'Wl1 ere tI1e Wi ld Roses Grow.' W. blOke into 
sectionals to learn or re leam 'Showbo at.' We re ~ roupe d and 
rehearse d it to ~ etl1er so un di n ~ pretty ~ oo d. C~ucl:: led tI1e 
National Ar1tt1e m 







Mont""91e As ........ bIy OWners 
Meebng , Jury 22, Monteag le, TN 


ll1usic Leadership VP 


I enco urage you to stu c!y tl1e music at 
home. In doing so, we"'; l1 be more 
prepa red for rehearsa l ti me. The 
singing was go od last night (and we 
we re warm'), but we ca n do better ­
competiti on i s not tI1at far awaY' Chuck 


Annual Show Photo 


SI1 0wn ab<we is tI1 e comb< ned 
Confederate Harmony Briga de and 
Choo Choo CMorus singing tI1e ~ n a l e 
to our An nuoj Show--a tri bute to 911 
wh im was alsotl1e date of our show 
9111 


Dave WM e led annou ncements. Lebron aske d members to 
telephone mi ss ing members. Ma rcellu s o u~ i n e d tI1e Singing 
Ya l e n~ n es pro gram, and Steve Wilson talke d about yard signs 
and tl1e SV e-mail. Fred passe d a 30 yea r renewal to Da";d 
WM e. Dave raawent Oller upcoming and new sign outs (see 
C.lendar.) 


M er a short brea k, we we nttotl1e ri se rs and worke d on How s 
Every Ume Th ing in Dild e, Cru ising Down tI1 e Rrve r and 
SI1 enanooah. We dosed ".;tI1 KrWWS 


Singing Valentine E-mail 


You "'; l1 soon rece" e tI1 e SingingYa lenti ne e-mail shown at 
last Mond. ),s meetin g. Please forward ~ to as many peop le as 
you ca n, and get tl1e m to help us adllemse 


WIle n you forwa rd tl1i s e-mail, tI1 ere"'; lI be a list of e-mail 
adelresses at tI1e top just ab<we tI1 e rea l e-mail. Please 
highlight and delete tI1ese names so redpients get a dean 
looking e-mail 


The COO<> CI>oo CIKw. is t"" p<'r fomW\~ "n' of 1tJe Cll3ttaf\OO~ Cllapt.,. of tile B.rbersMp Horm>ny Socio!y. 
We """" omst every Yood4y n9ht ot ,oj s",nls Academy, 310 E .. t 8ttI Ave, CIwIH.noo~, TN 3T421 


YD" con col (423) 26~SNG f(l( rrore n fwmotion Of ...,., O" r websle c!!ooc!!oodlOrJI' .o[O 
Newslotl. [ f dlc><: Steve W""""" <>-m>1 w O;l on Cc!!.tt.nooouot 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


July Monthly Issue July 11, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monsday's Meeting
Lookout Sing Out this Week
New Sing Out Announced
Birthdays and Anniversaries 


Calendar


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Tri-State Girl's Fast Pitch
Opening Ceremony, Wednesday,
July 13, gather at 6:15pm.


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN,
gather 7:15 CDT


Lookouts Baseball Game , August
16.


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58 15 min, Wally & Crew, Greet Guests
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director -
Chuck 
lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Membership VP,
Wally, Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce Warm up Director


Warm up 7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director - Paul Circle Sing Warm
Up, Learn Tag 7:17 - 7:32 15 min, Director - Chuck 


Chairs / sing 7:32 - 7:52 20 min, Director - Paul Give A Little
Whistle, Circle Sing 7:52 - 8:07 15 min, Director - Chuck When
She Loved Me


Sectional 8:07 - 8:22 15 min, Nearer My God to Thee, Chairs /
sing 8:22 - 8:37 15 min, Director - Paul Nearer My God to Thee
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Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.


New Sing Out for
Girl's Fast Pitch


A new sign out was announced at the
last meeting. We will sing for the
Opening Ceremony for Tri-State Fast
Pitch Association Girl's Tournament at
Summit Ball Field in Ooltaway. There
are 45 teams participating, and we will
sing the NA and GBA. Assemble at
6:15 pm to sing at 7 pm. I will have
directions on Monday night. Dave
Rack


Birthdays


  3rd Debbie Southerlin


  3rd Tom Keegan


  4th Janet Wixson


  8th Art Southerlin


16th Pat Slack


28th Sherry Landon


 


Anniversaries


21st Gist & Audrey Brooks


25th Erby & Glenda Erwin


Annouc. 8:37 - 8:40 3 min, Moderator - Dave White, Guest
Introductions - Wally, 10 Break 8:40 - 8:43 3 min


Quartet Coaching 8:43 - 8:53 10min, Sit on Risers Dream is a
Wish


Risers/sing 8:53 - 9:08 15 min, Director - Paul Dream is a
Wish, Visual Coach - Chuck, Watcher - Tom


Risers/sing 9:08 - 9:23 15 min, Director - Chuck Ga on my
Mind, Audio Coach - Paul, Listener - Wally 


Closing 9:23 - 9:30 7 min, Craft , Gandy Dancer & KTWWS, 
Meeting Evaluator - Beau 


Lookout Sing Out on Thursday
Don't forget our NA performance at the Lookouts (Thursday
7/7) - 6:30 at AT&T field dressed in white polo, khaki pants,
brown belt and shoes. Paul


Thank You from Gary
To all of you who have given us your prayers during Marilyn’s
surgery and recovery, I wanted to give you an update.


She hasn’t taken pain pills for at least ten days and the scar is
healing very nicely.  I want to especially let you know that the
surgery has been a success.


We were on the porch yesterday morning, sipping coffee for
me and tea for her when she started crying.  When I asked
why, here is what she told me:


“I just heard birds singing in the trees for the first time in three
years.”


Praise God for his blessings upon us. Gary
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


TSA Girl's Softball Tournament July 18, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of the Last Meeting
Summary of Fast Pitch Sing Out
Directions to Monteagle Sing Out


Calendar


International Contest Webcast,
Sunday, July 17, Paul's House, 3 PM.
Call or e-mail him if you plan on
attending. There will be some grilling.


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, Fri, July 22, Monteagle,
TN, gather 7:15 CDT (8:15 our time.)
Directions below. Dress Casual.


Annual Awards Banquet, August
6, Wally's in East Ridge, 6:30 PM


Ruby Falls, .August 12, Noon to 2


Script for Monday's Meeting
Note: This is the last practice before the big sing-out on
Monteagle Mtn. We need everyone to be at this practice and at
the Sing-out on Fri. 7/22/11. Another note: Don't ride a
motorcycle to the Sing-out - Also: Anyone who wants to car
pool - send me an e-mail at LBrock2020@yahoo.com.


Membership team 6:45 - 6:58 15 Min, Wally & Crew, Greet
Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02 4 Min, Dave White Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director -
Chuck, lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Membership
VP - Wally, Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce Warm up
Director, Warm up 7:02 - 7:17 15 Min, Director - Paul Circle
Sing Warm Up


Chairs 7:17 - 7:27 55 Min, Director - Paul, National Anthem -
1st and 4th Verses, Coach - Chuck,, Emcees - 2 songs each,
Tell Lebron which 2 you want, Rich, Beau, Grubb, Gary, Tom.


Shennandoah
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PM


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
August 16.


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept.
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-
Oct 2. We host.


Directions to
Monteagle Sing Out


Address: 1 Assembly Ave, Monteagle,
TN 37356. Take I-24 West to Exit 134
(marked Sewanee/Monteagle.) Turn
right at bottom of ramp onto Highway
41A and go 0.4 miles. Turn left onto
Assembly Ave (across from Richies
Food Market.) Stop at Guard Gate
and ask for the Chapel. We will warm
up in the Women's Club Building next
to the Chapel. They do not allow
motorcycles, motor scooters or
campers. Dave Rack 423-402-1490


Summary of Fast
Pitch Sing Out


15 members showed up for the Tri-
State Girl's Softball World Series
Tournament held at the Summit
Softball fields in Ooltawah. In the
photograph above, the left insert show
some of the older girls singing
Karaoke and the right insert shows the
start of the parade of teams. Following
the Invocation, we sang the National
Anthem and God Bless America, and
then the Master of Ceremonies yelled
"Play Ball." We put our sound system
to good use.


Hello Mary Lou 
When She Loved Me
Ga on my Mind
Dream is a Wish
Showboat
Caroline
LuLu
River of No Return
Wild Irish Rose
Down Our Way
Cruising Down the River
Heart of My Heart
Nearer My God to Thee
God Bless America


Annoucements. 8:12 - 8:17 5 Min, Moderator - Dave White,
Guest Introductions - Wally, 9 Break 8:17 - 8:23 6 Min.


Risers 8:23 - 8:42 59 Min, Director - Paul, Polish some or all
songs practiced before break, Same Emcees as before break,
introducing same songs. Director's discretion. Coach - Chuck


Closing 9:22 - 9:30 8 Min, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS


Summary of the Last Meeting
In Paul and Chuck's absence, Wilbur opened the meeting with
TOS and a circle warm up. We continued circle singing of
HML, GBA, GOMM, 4th verse of NA, and Showboat.


Dave White lead announcements. He announced the Annual
Awards Banquet for August 6th at Wally's in East Ridge. Dave
Rack reminded everyone of the Fast Pitch sing out this
Wednesday and passed out directions. He also has a possible
return sing out for Ruby Falls on August 12th. He polled the
members and it is now scheduled. We took a short break.


Paul (now present as was Chuck) taught the Tag Else I Shall
be Melancholy Too. He invited everyone to his house this
Sunday, July 17, about 3 PM to watch and listen to a webcast
of the recent International Contest. Let him know by phone or
e-mail if you plan on attending. We worked on Nearer My God
to Thee and WSLM. We closed with KTWWS.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  July 25, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of the Last Meeting
Dinner Plans for Sing Out
Directions to Monteagle Sing Out
Monteagle Sing Out Song List
Profile of a Member - Lebron
Brock


Calendar


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, Friday, July 22, Monteagle,
TN, gather 7:15 CDT (8:15 our time),
sing at 8 PM CDT (9 PM our time.)
Directions below. Dress Casual.


Ruby Falls, Saturday, August 6,
Noon to 2 PM. Assemble at 11:30 AM
(The dates for this and the
Awards banquet were switched
in the last newsletter.)


Annual Awards Banquet, Friday,
August 12, Wally's in East Ridge, 6:30
PM. (Note the corrected date.)


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58 15 min, Wally & Crew, Greet Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director -
Chuck
lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Membership VP -
Wally, Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce Warm up Director


Warm up 7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director - Paul Circle Sing Warm
Up. Chairs / sing 7:32 - 7:49 17 min, Director - Paul Wish upon
a Star. Circle Sing 7:49 - 8:06 17 min, Director - Chuck When
She Loved Me, Coach - Paul, Coach - Wilbur


Mini-group 8:06 - 8:21 10 min, Dream is a Wish, Chairs / sing
8:21 - 8:31 15 min, Director - Paul Dream is a Wish,


Annouc. 8:31 - 8:35 4 min, Moderator - Dave White, Guest
Introductions - Wally, Break 8:35 - 8:41 6 min


Quartet Coaching 8:41 - 8:51 10min, Sit on Risers Down Our
Way, Risers/sing 8:51 - 8:59 8 min, Director - Chuck Down Our
Way, Audio Coach - Paul, Listener - Charlie


Risers/sing 8:59 - 9:07 8 min, Director - Paul Ga on my Mind,
Visual Coach - Tom, Watcher - Marcellus, 9:07 - 9:15 8 min,
Director - Chuck River of no Return, Audio Coach - Fred,
Listener - Chet, 9:15 - 9:23 8 min, Director - Paul Caroline
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Lookouts Baseball Game ,
August 16.


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept.
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-
Oct 2. We host.


Dinner Plans for
Monteagle Sing Out


I have reserved at room at the
Western Sizzlin’ Steakhouse for
Friday, 5 PM CDT (6 PM our time). We
are in the Arizona Room. You can
order up a steak if you like, or do a
buffet, or just a soup and salad – there
are lots of choices, and reasonably
priced. Again, it is at Exit 155 off of I24
Westbound. Beau


Directions to
Monteagle Sing Out


Address: 1 Assembly Ave, Monteagle,
TN 37356. Take I-24 West to Exit 134
(marked Sewanee/Monteagle.) Turn
right at bottom of ramp onto Highway
41A and go 0.4 miles. Turn left onto
Assembly Ave (across from Richies
Food Market.) Stop at Guard Gate and
ask for the Chapel. We will warm up in
the Women's Club Building next to the
Chapel. They do not allow
motorcycles, motor scooters or
campers. Dave Rack 423-402-1490


Monteagle Sing Out
Song List (in order


with Introducer)


National Anthem (w/v4) - Paul
Cruising Down The River - Paul
Shenandoah - Marcellus
SCENIC CITY SOUND (2) - Paul
Nearer My God To Thee - Paul
Caroline - Paul
Georgia On My Mind - Beau
River Of No Return - Paul
Showboat Came To Town - Tom
ROCK CITY 4 (2 songs)- Paul
Hello Mary Lou - Gary
When She Loved Me - Rich
God Bless America - Paul


Closing 9:23 - 9:30 7 min, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS,
Meeting Evaluator - Gary 


Summary of the Last Meeting
Dave White called us to order with a 4 tone whistle. Chuck led
us in the jazz version of KTWWS. Paul led warm up.


We worked on about half of our Monteagle song list until
announcements led by Dave White. Rack went over details of
the Monteagle sing out. Beau organize a Western Sizzlin'
dinner on our way (see left panel.) Dave reminded us of the
Awards Banquet. Fred passed our renewals to Frank for 9
years and Pat for 21.


After the break we work on the remaining Monteagle song (see
list in order with Introducers on left.) Brooks passed the Gandy
to Fred and we closed with KTWWS.


Profile of a Member
I recall seeing a Barbershop Quartet on television a couple of
times when I was growing up and I was always mesmerized
when I did. I had no idea there was a Barbershop Society,
much less a local chapter in the area.


I met Wayne Pruitt through his acquaintance with my sister and
brother-in-law. He sold me tickets to a show and invited me to
come to a meeting. Wild horses could not have kept me from
that meeting. It was everything I hoped for. The sound of the
harmony of a group of all male voices was great and
something I had never heard before. Paul and Dan Bruns
auditioned me and had me sing a tag with them.


When I joined I was not cocky but I thought I was a fairly good
singer. I could read music and sing more than one part in
church choir and quartets. It took me about 2 meetings with the
Choo Choo Chorus to realize I knew nearly nothing about
singing and I was a very poor singer if I could claim to be one
at all. Wilbur took me under his wing, as he has so many of us
in the bass section, and taught me the basics of good
technique.


After I had been a member for a while I was asked to serve as
an officer. First as a board member at large, then as
Membership VP, and later as President. From the beginning I
accepted these jobs for one reason and only one reason. Now
that I had found barbershop singing I wanted to do everything I
could to make sure it did not fade away. That is my motivation
today.


[Lebron was born in Chicamauga, Ga on Aug 29, 1950. He is a
veteranarian who owns his business.]
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  July 4, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monsday's Meeting
Summary of our Last Meeting
Lookout Sing Out this Week


Calendar


No Meeting on Monday, 4th of
July


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Script for Monday's Meeting
There is no meeting tonight.


Lookout Sing Out on Thursday
Happy 4th of July!  Don't forget our National Anthem (verse 1
only) performance at the Lookouts(Thursday 7/7) - 6:30 at
AT&T field dressed in white polo, khaki pants, brown belt and
shoes. Paul
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Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN,
gather 7:15 CDT


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
August 16.


Lookouts Baseball Game , Sept
1..


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Scout Flag Day June 20, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monsday's Meeting
Summary of our Last Meeting
Directions to Alexian Grove
Thanks from Gary
No Newsletter Next Week


Calendar


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN


Lookouts Baseball Game,  August 16


Lookouts Baseball Game,  Sept 1?


Script for Monday's Meeting
Please find below the script for Monday night. With a sing-out
at Alexian Grove coming up next Thursday we need to make
sure our repertoire is presentable. In order to accomplish that
your MLT is putting 10 songs, yes 10, in Monday's script. This
will not allow a lot of teaching time on these songs so it is
especially important for members to review these before the
meeting and come as well prepared as we possibly can. If any
of you don't have materials for learning these songs contact
any of the leaders for help.


Memb team,6:45 - 6:58 15 min,Wally & Crew, Greet Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers.


Program VP,6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White,Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director -
Chuck, lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP


Membership VP -Wally, Introduce guests, Introduce Warm up
Director, Warm up,,7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director - Paul, Circle
Sing Warm Up, Learn a Tag,7:17 - 7:27 10 min, Director -
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Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.


No Newsletter Next
Week


I will be on vacation and there will be
no newsletter next week and the one
after that will be a bit late. Steve W.


Directions to Alexian
Grove


Directions to Alexian Grove


Alexian Grove, 100 Asbury Oak Lane,
Chattanooga, TN 37419. Performance
is Thursday, June 23rd at 7:00PM.
Uniform is the Casual outfit with white
knit chorus golf shirt and khakis.


Take I-24 west to Exit 174 and turn
Right at the bottom of the ramp on
Cummings highway. Go about 9
tenths of a mile on Cummings
Highway and turn left on Cummings
Road. Take the first left onto Carl
Swafford Drive. Take the next left onto
Asbury Oak Lane. Thank You. Dave


Thanks From Gary


Thanks to all my singing bros and
their prayers. Marilyn's surgery was a
success, they will keep her overnight
and we will be home Friday


Chuck.


Circle/Sing,7:27 - 7:40 13 min, Director - Chuck, WSLM,
Chairs, 7:53 - 8:06, Wish Upon a Star, Director Paul.


Announcements -White, Guest Introductions - Wally, Break
8:06-8:17


Risers/sing 4 songs,8:17-8:42 25 min, Directors - Paul &
Chuck, NA 1st & 4th verses, CDTR, Emcee- Fleury,
Shenadoah, Emcee-Paul, HML, Emcee Rich


Quartet Coaching, 8:42-8:57 15 min, TBA


Risers/sing 3 songs 8:57-9:22 25 min, Director Paul/Chuck,
Caroline, Showboart, Emcee-Beau, GBA, Emcee-


Paul. Craft 9:22-9:30, Gandy and KTWWS.


Summary of Our Last Meeting
Paul led warmup, and we started learning the fourth verse of
the National Anthem.


We broke into L-B & T-Bari sections to work on When You
Wish Upon a Star, reforming in a circle for more work.


Paul led announcements. Fred gave out two renewals, Charlie
for 2 years and Hobby for 13. Wally introduced Steven Elliott, a
former member who is returning, and we sang him a welcome.
Chuck gave a summary of the MLT meeting that included a
discussion about some members feeling uncomforatable being
a Watcher. We took a very short break.


We worked on WSLM in twin sectionals for 10 minutes. This
was followed by Quartet coaching with Wally, Hobby, Gary and
Rich being one and Niles, Wendell, Dave Rack and Beau the
other singing HML followed by the chorus evaluating.


On the risers, we continued HML with Paul directing, Dave
Fleury as watcher and Gary as visual coach.


We switched to Caroline with Marcellus as Emcee, Chuck
director, Rich as cast coach and Gene as watcher. Tom
passed the Gandy to Fred who directed KTWWS.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Monthly Issue June 6, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monsday's Meeting
Scout Flag Day and Memorial Day
Sing Outs
From the Crowe's Nest
More on Shenandoah
Birthdays & Anniversaries


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team 6:45 - 6:58 15 min, Wally & Crew, Greet Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director - Paul
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Calendar


MLT meeting, Monday, 5:30 at
Wally's


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.


Birthdays


2 - Gary Fisher
10 - Tanya Fleury
18 - Erby Erwin


21 - Barbara Keegan


Anniversaries


.4 - Johnny & Sally Jackson
5 - Steve & Janet Wixson
18 - Fred and Judy Jesse


22 - Art & Debbie Southerlin
24 - Lebron & Margie Brock


Please let Steve Wixson know if your
birthday and/or anniversary is not
being listed in the newsletter.


More on Shenandoah


In addition to Pat Crowe's article last
week, I found an old set of 78 RPM
records I had as a kid (probably in the
40's).  It is a set of recordings of sea
chanteys and Shenandoah is one of
them.  It is identified as a capstan
chantey, and presumably sung while
weighing anchor.  It is interesting to
note that the singer used the words we
know, but used the words "weigh hey"
(presumably the spelling) where we
sing "away" before the words "I'm
bound away".  The river is pronounced
Missourah perhaps to rhyme with
Shenandoah.  People in Missouri still
call it Missourah, so you will know that
when you go to the convention there.  
Fred


lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP.


Membership VP -Wally, Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce
Warm up Director. Warm up 7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director -
PauCircle Sing Warm Up, Learn 4th Verse of National
Anthem,7:17 - 7:34 17 min, Director - Chuck


Sectional/Fast Method, 7:34 - 8:04 30 min, Give A Little
Whistle, Circle Sing 8:04 - 8:19 15 min, Paul, Give A Little
Whistle.


Annouc. 8:19 - 8:22 3 min, Dave White, Guest Introductions -
Wally, Break 8:22 - 8:25 3 min.


Sectional 8:25 - 8:35 10min, When She Loved Me, Circle sing
8:35 - 8:45 10 min, Paul, When She Loved Me


Quartet Coaching 8:45 - 8:55 10 min, Sit on Risers Hello Mary
Lou, Risers/sing 8:55 - 9:05 10 min, Director - PauHello Mary
Lou, Visual Coach - Gary Fisher, Watcher - Pat Crowe.


Risers/sing 9:05 - 9:22 17 min, Chuck Caroline. Emcee -
Marcellus Scott, Cast coach - Rich Ptacin, Audio Coach -
Cameron Druyor, Listener - Chet Tschetter.


Closing 9:22 - 9:30 8 min, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS,
Meeting Evaluator - Dave Rack


Scout & Memorial Day Sing Outs
On Saturday, May 28th, we again sang the National Anthem
and God Bless America at the Scout Flag Day Ceremony with
Chuck Wilson directing. The top photograph is from the 2010
Ceremony, and was printed in the Harmonizer magazine (on
this Memorial weekend we also remember the late Clyde
Rogers shown in the back row on the right.) The lower
photograph shows part of the more than 41,000 flags placed by
the scouts following the ceremony. Impressive.


Last Monday, twenty of us gathered again for the Memorial
Day Ceremony (there will be a photograph from this event next
week.) An inspiring ceremony and speech followed by the
chorus singing a good rendition of God Bless America again
directed by Chuck Wilson.


Chuck had this to say, "Gentlemen, I was greatly honored to
be able to lead the chorus this weekend at the National
Cemetery.  I thought you sang well and were good
representatives of the Barbershop genre.  My deepest gratitude
to all who participated."


From the Crowe's Nest
Looking at those tombstones, I found this under the headline of
Patriotism:  "Patriotism is easy to understand in the United
States. It means looking out for yourself by looking out for your
country."  Calvin Coolidge.


Another couple pertaining to our chorus. Persistence: Nothing
in the world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not;
nothing is more common than the unsuccessful man with
talent. The genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a
proverb. Education will not; the world is full of education
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derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.
The slogan 'press on' has solved and always will solve the
problems of the human race - Calvin Cooledge. Perseverance:
Great works are performed not by strength, but by
perseverance - Dr. Samuel Johnson. Our greatest weakness
lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is always to
try just one more time  - Thomas Edison


This may be fitting for Clyde. "Character. " It is not what he
had, or even what he does which expresses the worth of a
man, but what he is - Henri Frederic Amiel. Clyde, a diligent
worker, who always to took up any challenge that would better
the chorus. Every time we sing Caroline, it is a tribute to him.
Pat
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Memorial Day Sing Out June 13, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for Monsday's Meeting
Summary of our Last Meeting
From the Crowe's Nest


Calendar


Board meeting, Monday, 5:00 at
Wally's


Alexian Grove, June 23


Script for Monday's Meeting
Memb team,,6:45 - 6:58 15 min,Wally & Crew, Greet Guests,
Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check, Set up
Chairs and Risers.


Program VP,,6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White,Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director -
Chuck, lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP


Membership VP -Wally, Introduce guests, Introduce Warm up
Director, Warm up,,7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director - Chuck, Circle
Sing Warm Up, Learn 4th verse NA,,7:17 - 7:27 10 min,
Director - Paul.
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Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.


Bessie Smith Strut


A reminder that the Strut is Monday,
and we should probably wear our
white chorus shirts to get through the
parking police. Wally


Next Sing Out Is
Alexian Grove


Our next performance is on Thursday,
June 23rd at Alexian Grove.
Performance time is 7:00PM. Warmup
begins at 6:15PM. Uniform will be The
casual outfit with white knit short
sleeve shirt and khakis and brown
shoes. Directions are in the rehearsal
room. Dave Rack


Photo Credits


Upper photograph by Grady Rhoden.
Lower photograph by Heather
(Cameron's friend.)


Circle/Sing,,7:27 - 7:42 15 min, Director - Chuck, Dream is a
Wish, Coach - Paul


Risers/sing,,7:42 - 7:57 15 min, Director - Paul, Showboat,
Visual Coach - Beau, Watcher - JW Kirk, Risers/sing ,7:57 -
8:07 10min, Director - Chuck, Shenandoah, Annouc.8:07 - 8:12
5 min, Moderator - Dave White


Guest Introductions - Wally, Break/Free lance quarteting 8:12 -
8:22 10 min, Quartet Coaching, 8:22 - 8:32 10 min, Director -
Paul, River of No Return


Risers/sing ,,8:32 - 8:47 15 min, Director - Chuck, River of No
Return, Mini-Group, 8:47 - 9:02 15 min, When She Loved Me,
Risers/sing ,9:02 - 9:22 20 min, Director - Paul, When She
Loved Me, Emcee - Dave Fleury, Cast coach - Gary, Audio
Coach - Fred, Listener - Gene , Closing,,9:22 - 9:30 8 min,
Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS. Meeting Evaluator - Tom


Summary of Our Last Meeting
Paul led warmup, and we started learning the fourth verse of
the National Anthem.


We broke into L-B & T-Bari sections to work on When You
Wish Upon a Star, reforming in a circle for more work.


Paul led announcements. Fred gave out two renewals, Charlie
for 2 years and Hobby for 13. Wally introduced Steven Elliott, a
former member who is returning, and we sang him a welcome.
Chuck gave a summary of the MLT meeting that included a
discussion about some members feeling uncomforatable being
a Watcher. We took a very short break.


We worked on WSLM in twin sectionals for 10 minutes. This
was followed by Quartet coaching with Wally, Hobby, Gary and
Rich being one and Niles, Wendell, Dave Rack and Beau the
other singing HML followed by the chorus evaluating.


On the risers, we continued HML with Paul directing, Dave
Fleury as watcher and Gary as visual coach.


We switched to Caroline with Marcellus as Emcee, Chuck
director, Rich as cast coach and Gene as watcher. Tom
passed the Gandy to Fred who directed KTWWS.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Boehm Check Presentation March 7, 2011


In This E-mail


Last Minute Note from Music VP
District Convention Information
Contest Matrix
Contest Costume
Boehm Check 2010


Calendar


Dixie District Spring
Convention, March 11-13, 2011,
Boaz, Alabama


MLT meeting, Monday, March 14th


Board Meeting, Monday March
21st


Garden Plaza Sing Out, March 24.
Garden Plaza is located at 4586
Forsythia Way, Ooltewah, Tn 37363.
The phone number there is 423-396-
5100. Dave Rack will have handout
copies of directions next Monday.


Last Minute from Music VP
There are only 11 choruses competing in Boaz. I don't care
where we place, as long as we score better than our last
competition. Our own worst competition is ourselves. Go over
the songs, work hard, sing well, and ABSOLUTELY have fun!
Looking forward to a great weekend! KTWWS. Chuck


District Convention Information
Please check out http://www.dixiedistrict.org for more details.


*** SCHEDULE REMINDERS ***


Registration will open at noon Friday at the Microtel in
Albertville.
The House of Delegates Meeting will begin at 2:00 pm Friday
at Ryan's Steak House, 568 Us Highway 431, Boaz.
The Quartet Semi-Finals will begin at 7:30 pm, Friday.
The Chorus Contest will begin at 11:00 am, Saturday.
The Quartet Finals will begin at 7:30 pm, Saturday.
Show of Champions will follow.


TRANSPORTATION INFO
There will not be any audience transportation at this
convention. It is easy to move around by automobile, and
parking is free at the hotels and at the Bevill Center. If you
have a special need requiring transportation or assistance with
transportation, please inquire at the convention registration
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Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Naturalization Ceremony, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Contest Matrix


Enter the Contest Matrix at 11:55.
Warm Up at 12:00. Warm up room is
Bevill Center Room B106N.
Ready Area at 12:45
On Stage at 12:55
Photographs at 1:06. They will be
taken after we leave the stage.


Contest Costume


Gold vest without jacket, tux pants, tux
shirt with tip collar, black studs, black
shoes and socks.


Boehm Check 2010


As shown in the photograph above,
the ChooChoo Chorus presented a
check for $4,500 to Sharree Stoker
(left) and Betty Jolly of the Walter
Boehm Birth Defects Center
representing the net proceeds of the
Chorus Christmas show in December.
Gary Fisher


desk.


TAG SINGING WITH THE TAGMASTER
The Tagmaster will be sharing his craft, and a lot of great tags,
both Friday and Saturday at 4:00 pm. Both sessions will take
place at the Bevill Center in Room 106 S. If you like to sing
tags, you don't want to miss this opportunity to learn from and
sing with The Tagmaster!


JOE BARBERSHOPPER YA'LL COME CHORUS
Any barbershopper can sing with the Joe Barbershopper
Chorus. This y'alll come chorus will serve as the mic-tester for
the chorus contest on Saturday. There will be two rehearsals,
Friday from 5:00 to 6:00, and Saturday from 10:00 until  contest
start time. Both rehearsals will be at the Bevill Center in Room
106 S. Society Music Specialist, Adam Scott, will lead and
direct the chorus. If you are not singing in the chorus contest,
come on down, and sing with the Joe Barbershopper Chorus. If
you are singing in the contest, and you can work it, come on
down, and sing with the chorus. Everyone is invited, y'all come!


VOCAL PRODUCTION CLASS
Society Music Specialist, Adam Scott, will teach a class in
Vocal Production. The class will take place Saturday afternoon
at 4:00. It will be at the Bevill Center in Room 104 S. Several
topics will be discussed: posture, breathing technique, voice
placement, and more. Adam promises you will learn something
and y'all have a good time while doing it!


All contest sessions are at the Tom Bevill Continuing Education
Center, 500 USRY STREET Boaz, AL. 35957 on the campus
of Snead State Community College which is near the
intersection of AL 205 & AL 168.


Directions:


From Hwy 431 North: Traveling north to Boaz, turn left on Hwy
168 (west), go through town past Walnut St. until  you reach
King St., turn right, go through 2 four way stops, the Bevill
Center will be on your right. 


From Hwy 75 South: Traveling south to Albertville, turn left on
Hwy 431 south, go towards Boaz until  you reach Hwy 168, turn
right (west) go through town past Walnut St. until  you reach
King St., turn right, go through 2 four way stops, the Bevill
Center will be on your right.


Here's a link to a campus map. (I hope you find it more helpful
than I did :-) http://www.snead.edu/Map.aspx. Don Lang
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Boaz Photo by Susie
Alexander


March 21, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Observation from our President


Calendar


Board Meeting, Monday March
21st


Garden Plaza Sing Out, March 24.
Garden Plaza is located at 4586
Forsythia Way, Ooltewah, Tn 37363.
The phone number there is 423-396-
5100. Dave Rack will have handout
copies of directions next Monday.


Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Naturalization Ceremony, April


Script for Monday's Meeting
None


Summary of Last Meeting
Paul open with TOS and Hello, Mary Lou, and stretching and
tuning exercises. Chuck went over the Tag to Give a Little
Whistle.


Paul worked on songs for the Garden Plaza sing out on March
24th including GBA, SSB and CDTR. He led a short post
mortem on the Spring Contest. There was good and not so
good, and a rather good evaluation where we learned some
things by actually singing and not just listening. Chet, out
newby, thanked everyone for the opportunity to sing as he had
fun. Chuck listed the possbile song for the Disney show. Dave
and Tanya were in a wreck, but are ok. Dave Rack gave an
update on the Garden Plaza sing out, and the facility is really
nice. Fred passed out a 7 year renewal to Gary. We sang a
welcome to young Austin.


After the break, we went to the risers to continue working on
sing out songs. Beau passed the Gandy to Chuck. We closed
with KTWWS.
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28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Observation from our President
On the risers Monday we had 19 singers but only three leads,
David from Peru, the new member whose name I forget, and a
young visitor named Austin. They did remarkably well, and I
think we were all impressed. Austin seemed to really enjoy it -
as did his mother, Cindy. She even called someone on her cell
phone for them to hear us sing. We worked hardest on the bell
chord in Showboat. 5 bell tones from 4 parts is not good. We
did it fast, we did it slow, we did it so many ways everyone
learned not only what they should do but what the other parts
should do. When we finished the sound was so good it make
the hard work seem worthwhile. Several commented they had
been doing it wrong and didn't know it. That brings up a point
and prompts me to get on a soap box.


If we are going to contest why can't we do this with every
section of every song and make sure everybody participates
and is singing at the best level their talent will allow before a
contest? Virtually everyone in the chorus right now except the
Directors and Section Leaders are subject to being wrong on
certain notes and not making the right vowel sounds on certain
words and not knowing it. This makes it imperitave that we
evaluate every singer in some way before going to a contest to
make sure he at least knows where he is having problems. Call
it personal coaching instead of evaluation if you like. There are
ways to do this that are not as threatening as singing in a
quartet. I have heard of several ways it can be accomplished
without a singer feeling "put on the spot". If any are not willing
to accept this help could be told they can do anything with the
chorus except go to contest.


I don't see how anyone could get upset over this type of policy.
It seems every year we lose one or more good singers
because they are not satisfied with our progress as a whole. If
new members don't make good progress it is not their fault, it is
ours, for not doing all we can to make them successful. Let this
last contest be a wake up call for our Directors, Section
Leaders, and other leaders, we have a group that wants to
learn. It is not enough to tell them to work on it on their own, it
is not enough to tell them to ask for help if they need it, we
need to develop a plan and work at the plan to give everyone
the help they need. Leadership needs to be proactive. The
results will be worth the effort. This plan, whatever it is, needs
to be one that the membership likes and will "buy in" to, not
one that is forced on them. I believe we have the ability to do
this. I hope you do too. KTWWS,  Lebron
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus
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  March 28, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
We're Number One
Garden Plaza Ad
From Gary Fisher
From Fred Jesse


Calendar


Garden Plaza Sing Out, March 24.
Assemble at 6:15 for 7 PM show.
Garden Plaza is located at 4586
Forsythia Way, Ooltewah, TN 37363.
The phone number there is 423-396-
5100. We need everyone for this
important sing out (to a potential long
time customer.) Costume is gold vest,
tux pants, white tab tux shirt, black
bow tie, belt and shoes


Lookouts Baseball Game , April
21


Naturalization Ceremony, April
28, sing at 10:30am and 1:30pm


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at


Script for Monday's Meeting
7:00 Warmup - Paul
7:20 Tag - Chuck
7:30 Hello Mary Lou - Paul
7:35 Sectionals - Hello Mary Lou
7:55 Polish Hello Mary Lou - Paul
8:05 Announcements/break
8:20 Quartets
8:30 Riser Time - Paul/Chuck
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou
River Of No Return
Showboat Came To Town
Star-Spangled Banner
Shenandoah
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award/KTWWS


Summary of Last Meeting
Chuck led the meeting in Paul's absence. He open with TOS,
stretching and breathing exercises and the tag I never meant
to love you.


He started with CDTR singing it once and then we broke into
sectionals. He then tried a suggestion from Steve ???? in out
contest evaluation where we had sectionals with Leads paired
with Baris and Tenors with Basses.


We went to the risers and sang our sing out songs as follows
Cruising Down the River
How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
National Anthem
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7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We are likely to be
asked to sing.


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Garden Plaza Ad


Shown above is the newspaper ad that
Garden Plaza put on the front page of
Sunday's Metro section for our sing
out Thursday, March 24th. They are
excited about having us, and it is up to
us to give them a great show. We
need everyone.


From Gary Fisher


I have photos for sale from the contest
in Boaz.  One large 11x14 for $18 and
three 8x11s for $15.  See me at
rehearsal Monday.  Reserve your copy
by emailing me at
garmarsa@bellsouth.net.  First come,
first served.


From Fred Jesse


I went over library duties with new
Chapter Librarian, Gene Huelman. I
would ask members who have old
music, please don't discard it, but
please donate it to the library for our
new members and archival use.   
Thanks, Secretary (for life, I'm told)


 


Showboat
River of No Return
Shenandoah
Hello, Mary Lou and after the break
Caroline
Georgia on My Mind and
God Bless America


Dave White lead announcements. Chuck said that the costume
for the Garden Plaza sing out is the same as Dixie contest.
Dave Rack noted assemble time for sing out is 6:15 PM. Gary
has contest photos for sale. Dave White is trying to organize a
chapter banquet for May and would appreciate ideas on where
to have it. Marcellus noted that from a PR point of view we
need to look and sound good in public.


After the break, there was push-out quartet singing for CRTR
and HELTID. We continued work on the risers. Chuck passed
the Gandy to Gene for agreeing to take the Chapter Librarian
job. We closed with KTWWS.


We're Number One
     We're number one! We're number one! Sports fans chant
this so why not us? Due mostly to our Christmas Show and all
the work we put into that, we are the top chapter in the district
in contrbutions to local charities. We have been presented with
a gold level certificate that we can be very proud of. The best
things about this however, is that we did something to help
children with birth defects. The good this did will outlast the
memory of the award. Thanks to everyone who had a part in it
and a special thanks to the Cleveland chapter for their help.
     At the board meeting Monday we discussed among other
things, the need to improve our singing. There are many ways
to do this but what we need is a comprehensive plan. One that
can give measurable results and be enjoyable for all our
members. If you have ideas please share them with me or
another board member. Your idea may be the key component
we need to solve our problems. We want to leave no stone
unturned in our efforts to improve our chorus. Lebron
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Naturalization Ceremony May 16, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Naturalization Ceremony


Calendar


Chorus Banquet, May 27, 6:30 PM,
Wally's in East Ridge


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Disney Show, August 27th


Note from Music
Leadership VP


Script for Monday's Meeting
Your Newsletter Editor went out of town, so there
is no published script for Monday.


Summary of Last Meeting
Paul opened the meeting with the jazz version of KTWWS. We
circled around the room and Chuck lead warm up exercises.
Paul taught the tag "In the Valley where the Southern Roses
Grow."


We broke into sectionals to work on 8 measures of WLSM. We
reassembled and worked on it in a circle for 15 minutes. We
went to the risers and worked on the entire song for another 15
minutes.


We worked on Dream for 17 minutes in a circle with Wilbur
directing and Paul and Chuck as coaches.


We went to the risers and sang SSB. We worked on HML in
three breakout groups, then went to the risers to solidify it.


We then worked on Showboat with Rich as Emcee, Fred as
Cast Coach and Wendell as listener. Rich's second try at
introducing Showboat was cool. Erby passed the Gandy to
Rich for that good job and we closed with the regular version of
KTWWS.


Naturalization Ceremony
Thursday, May 5th, the Choo Choo Chorus had the privilege,
nay, the Honor of singing the National Anthem downtown at the
Federal Courthouse for the swearing in of our new citizens. 
The morning session had 49 and the afternoon 50 being
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In the last two weeks the chorus'
improvements are obvious to those
who are standing out front.  One of the
best ways to keep it up is homework!  I
still challenge you to spend one hour
each on WSLM and ADIAW before the
next meeting.  Good work, guys! 
Chuck Wilson


 


naturalized with hundreds of well wishers in attendance.  We,
as a chorus, had 12 members with Paul directing.  Chuck
Fleishman (our newest Congressman) was in attendance and
after the oath made a short but inspiring speech. 


The chorus then, in mass, went to the eatery that now
occupies the site of the original Krystal for lunch.  But before
we could leave the courthouse we had to sing for the security
guards in the lobby. 


The afternoon session was led by Chuck.  The Congressman
was not present, so the judge made some truly moving
comments to the citizens and crowd.  He expounded upon the
fact that as citizens they now had “The Freedom to worship in
the religion of their choice.  The Freedom to travel this great
nation unabated.  The Freedom to . . .”  It was quite obvious
that the judge had performed this speech many times and it
truly was inspirational.  It made me proud to be an American. 


After the session was over we were informed that they would
definitely like to have us back for the swearing in ceremony this
coming October.  If you were not able to attend this time I
highly recommend that you join us in October.  It was really
moving and touched my inner core. The above photograph of
us waiting to sing was taken by a member of the Nancy Ward
Chapter of the DAR. David Fleury
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


CACM in Action May 23, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Called MLT Meeting
Flag Day & Memorial Day Sing
Outs
The CACM Photo Explained


Calendar


Called MLT Meeting, This
Monday, May 23, 5:30 PM at Wally's


Annual Award Banquet, Friday,
May 27, 6:30 PM, Wally's in East
Ridge


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Script for Monday's Meeting
Membership team, 6:45 - 6:58 15 min,Wally & Crew, Greet
Guests, Sign in,Name tag,Music Folder,Vocal Range check,
Set up Chairs and Risers


Program VP, 6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave White, Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Director - Paul,
lead KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP


Membership VP -Wally, Introduce guests (Briefly), Introduce
Warm up Director


Warm up, 7:02 - 7:17 15 min, Director - Chuck, Circle Sing
Warm Up. Learn Tag, 7:17 - 7:34 17 min, Director - Paul


Sectional/Fast Learn, 7:34 - 8:04 30 min, Give A Little Whistle
Circle Sing, 8:04 - 8:19 15 min, Director - Paul, Give A Little
Whistle


Announcements, 8:19 - 8:22 3 min ,Moderator - Dave White,
Guest Introductions - Wally, Break,,8:22 - 8:25 3 min


Chairs, 8:25 - 8:40 15 min, Director - Paul,When She Loved
Me, A Dream is a Wish Your Heart Makes


Quartet Coaching, 8:40 - 8:55 15 min, Sit on Risers, Showboat


Risers/sing, 8:55 - 9:10 15 min, Director - Paul, Showboat,
Emcee - Steve Wixson, Cast coach - Wally, Visual Coach -
Johnny, Watcher - David Collao
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Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Disney Show, August 27th


Called MLT Meeting


There will be a called meeting of the
MLT to discuss the Annual Show.
Everyone is invited, Wally's at 5:30
PM. Chuck Wilson


Scout Flag Day and
Memorial Day Sing
Outs This Weekend


Two of our annual community service
sing outs are this weekend. Starting
early Saturday morning, assembling at
7:30 AM, we sing the National Anthem
for the Scouts before they run to place
flags by graves at the National
Cemetery. The following Monday, we
assemble at 10:30 AM for the
Memorial Day Ceremony, this year
singing God Bless America at the
close. We help honor those who gave
their lives for us. There is no regular
meeting on Memorial Day. 


 


Risers/sing , 9:10 - 9:22 12 min, Director - Chuck, National
Anthem & God Bless America, Audio Coach - Wilbur, Listener -
Dave White


Closing, 9:22 - 9:30 8 min, Craft, Gandy Dancer & KTWWS,
Meeting Evaluator - Erby,


Summary of Last Meeting
Chuck opened the meeting with the jazz version of KTWWS.
We circled around the room and Paul lead warm up exercises.


We went to the risers and worked on Shenandoah with Chuck
directing, Paul as vocal coach, Grady as watcher, Tom as cast
coach, and Wendell as Emcee. Chuck taught a tag. There
were brief announcements and a short break.


We broke into sectionals to work on Dream for 15 minutes. We
reassembled and worked on it in a circle for 25 minutes. We
went to the risers and worked on WSLM for 35 minutes with
Paul directing and Gene as watcher.


Rich passed the Gandy to Wendell, and we closed with the
regular version of KTWWS.


 


The CACM Photograph Explained
The photograph above shows the Compellingly Attractive
Chapter Meeting (CACM) method in action. Director Chuck
Wilson is asking Cast Coach Tom Keegan for his evaluation of
our emcee Wendell Whitmire, (not shown) and Director Paul
Blasek is coaching Grady Rhoden on what to listen for to
evaluate the audio performance of the chorus. Each of us will
be asked to take these and other jobs during the year. Lebron
Brock


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Hello From Us Above May 30, 2011


In This E-mail


No Meeting Tonight
Summary of Last Meeting
From Dave Rack
Note From Fred
From the Crowe's Nest
Thanks for Posing


Calendar


Chorus Banquet, May 27, 6:30 PM,
Wally's in East Ridge. CANCELLED.


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Disney Show, August 27th


No Meeting Tonight
There is no meeting tonight, but two important sing outs, Scout
Flag Day and Memorial Day. Annual Banquet postponed.


Summary of Last Meeting
Paul opened the meeting with the jazz version of KTWWS, and
we warmed up in a circle. Lots of tuning exercises plus MWIR.


He passed out When You Wish Upon a Star and we started on
the tag and then the verse for 40 minutes. We went to the riser
and sang RONR.


Dave White lead announcements. Awards Banquet for Friday,
May 27th has been cancelled, and will held later in the year.
We have two sing outs this weekend.


After a very short break, we worked on WSLM and Dream for
20 minutes. We went to the risers and worked on Showboat
with Chuck directing, Steve Wixson as Emcee, Paul as Cast
Coach, Johnny as Vocal Coach and David Calleo as watcher.


We worked on the National Anthem and GBA. Wendell passed
the Gandy to Tom and we closed with KTWWS.


MLT Meeting Summary
The Disney show has been postponed til next April. The
reasons cited: no show chairman, not enough time to learn the
songs, no chance to get schools groups involved in august,
and pressure of getting ready for fall contest. To soften the
economic impact we will sell ads for the Christmas show.


We also decided to enforce the Riser Ready rule.  When we
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Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 30-
Oct 2.


From Dave Rack


The Boy Scout Flag  Ceremony at The
National Cemetery on Saturday, May
28th. Warm up begins at 7:30AM with
the ceremony at 8:00AM.- Patriotic
Outfit. We sing "The National Anthem"
and "God Bless America".


Just as important is The Memorial Day
Ceremony sponsored by The
Chattanooga Area Veteran's Council
on Monday, May 30th. This is also at
The National Cemetary. We have
been asked to sing "God Bless
America" after the keynote speech.
Warm up at 10:30AM. Ceremony to
begin at 11:00AM. Patriotic outfit.


We need a good turnout at both
events. Thank You. Dave Rack


Thanks for Posing


A big thanks to everyone for posing
for the above photograph. You will see
individuals inn future newsletters when
I don't have a group or other photo to
use. Steve Wixson


Note From Fred


Just returned from Kansas City and
my granddaughter's wedding.  Very
nice ceremony and location in a rose
garden.  If any guys in the chapter are
planning to go to the convention in
Kansas City, please be advised that
considerable downtown road
construction is taking place and may
likely delay your arrival at the venue if
you are lodging away from the site. 
Thought I would pass it along.   Fred


 


are in the chairs we are working on the song (notes and words)
and when we are on the risers we are working on polish and
stage presence.  If you are not able to sing most of any song
we are working on (by your own determination) or if you need
the sheet music then please stand off the risers and listen and
learn.  Again, any concerns talk to a team member or a
director. Chuck


From the Prez
We have been working on When She Loved Me and A Dream
is a Wish long enough to know the words and notes and
should be ready to polish them. If any don't know these 2
songs by now, please put in the extra work to catch up. Since
we have no meeting on 5/30 we have two weeks to do this. I
am sure no one wants to be the one who holds the chorus
back. We sometimes get complaints when we work the same
song over and over for months. The way to avoid that is for
everyone to come to the meetings prepared. We have been
making good progress, let's not fall back into our old habits.


 


From the Crowe's Nest
I didn't think Shenandoah made one think of cowboys as was
suggested at a recent meeting. Checked it out, and guess
what?


The main stem of the Shenandoah River is formed when it's
North fork and it's South fork conveys at Front Royal, Virginia.
Then the Shenandoah flows 57 miles until  it empties in to the
Potomac River at Harper's Ferry W. VA.


A remote section of the legendary Shenandoah River
meanders along the base of the Blue Ridge Mountains and
Skyline drive in the Heart of the historic Shenandoah Valley.


Now I can only assume that the fellow in the song was longing
for the Shenandoah, and was a river boat worker, maybe a
cowboy, as they crossed the Missouri.


The Missouri River, formed near the town of Three Forks by the
confluence of the Jefferson, Madison, and Gallaton rivers,
flowing 2565 miles from it's source in the Rocky mountains
through 7 States to join the Mississippi River 27 miles north of
St. Louis, MO.  It It spends 783 miles through Montana before
crossing in to North Dakota.


I believe Shenandoah was the background music in a Gary
Cooper movie, where he portrayed a Quaker in the
Shenandoah Valley as the Union Forces Marched through the
area.  


On Monday, I wondered how many of us knew where the
Shenandoah was? Pat


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Photo of Singing Judge May 9, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Chorus Evaluation - Singing


Calendar


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Disney Show, August 27th


Summary of Singing
Judge


After learning the song, sing in duet
sectionals; leads & baris, and tenors &


Script for Monday's Meeting
Membership team 6:45 - 7:00 15 min, Wally & Crew, Greet
Guests, Sign in, Name tag, Music Folder, Vocal Range check,
Set up Chairs and Risers 


Program VP 6:58 - 7:02 4 min, Dave W, Gather Singers,
Open Meeting, Introduce Director for KTWWS, Paul lead
KTWWS, Introduce Membership VP, Wally Introduce guests
(Briefly),
Introduce Warm up Director 


Warm up 7:02 - 7:22 20 min, Chuck Circle Sing Warm Up. 4
Learn Tag 7:22 - 7:39 17 min 
Director - Paul


Sectional 7:39 - 7:54 15 min. Work 8 difficult bars of When
She Loved Me


Risers 7:54 - 8:14 20 min, Paul When She Loved Me, Audio
Coach - Chuck, Listner - Charlie 


Annoucements. 8:14 - 8:17 3 min, Guest Introductions, Break
8:17 - 8:20 3 min 


Circle Sing 8:20 - 8:35 15 min, Strick directs A dream is a
Wish Your Heart Makes, Audio Coaches - Paul & Chuck (Start
side by side and work in opposite directions until  meeting
again.) Purpose: Each singer gets individual coaching from at
least one Director 


Risers/sing 8:35 - 8:47 12 min,Chuck National Anthem,







Template Show Choo Newsletter


file:///C|/...ents/Internet%20Related/choochoochoruswebsite/Barbershop%20Weekly%20Newsletter/2011%20May%209.html[2/11/2012 8:41:14 AM]


basses.


There should be no rests when
singing, only breaths.  (Note:  In
WSLM, the long pause just before
"Lonely and forgotten..." is exactly as
long as it takes to get a full, solid
breath without rushing.) Singing Judge
- Jim DeBusman


 


Visual Coach - Paul, Watcher - Niles 


Mini-grp Breakout  8:47 - 9:02 15 min, Hello Mary Lou
"Leaders - Paul, Chuck, Strick, Johnny"


Risers/sing 9:02 - 9:22 20 min, Paul Showboat, Emcee -
Chet. Cast coach - Beau, Visual Coach - Chuck, Watcher -
Wendell 


Closing 9:22 - 9:30 8 min, Craft , Gandy Dancer & KTWWS 


Summary of Last Meeting
.Paul opened the meeting with the jazz version of KTWWS. We
circled around the room and he lead warm up exercises.


We broke into sectionals using a shortened (35 minutes)
version fast learning method for A Dream is a Wish You Heart
Makes that we started learning last Monday. We reassembled
and worked on it in a circle for 15 minutes.


We went to the risers and sang CDTR with Chuck as Vocal
Coach and Wilbur as Listener. There were a few brief
announcements, and a few members gave their damage
reports from the recent storm.


After a short break, Chuck taught the tag to Sweetheart of
Mine. We worked on WSLM for 30 minutes. Two quartets were
formed, Fred, Steve W, Charlie, Rich and Wally, Wendell,
Marcellus, Chuck, and sang Dream with the chorus critiquing.
Gary, as introducer, introduced WSLM and we sang that once
more. Erby got the Gandy and we closed with the regular
version of KTWWS.


 


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


May Monthly Issue May 2, 2011


In This E-mail


Script of Monday's Meeting
Summary of Last Meeting
Chorus Evaluation - Music


Calendar


MLT meeting, Monday, May 2, 5:30
PM, Wally's Restaurant


Board meeting, Monday, May 9,
5:00 PM, Wally's Restaurant


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 28
at National Cemetery, assemble at
7:30am


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30 at
National Cemetery. We will sing GBA.


Alexian Grove, June 23


Lookouts Baseball Game , July 7


Script for Monday's Meeting
No Script due to the storm


Summary of Last Meeting
.No Summary as Wixson was out of town


Summary of Music Judge
Bringing a barbershop arrangement to competition is like bring
a horse to a horse race; it's a given.  No points are given, but a
DQ can be given.


Music is organized sounds and silences, tension and release,
build and relax.  Do not stop the music, but use the silences,
releases, relaxing to breathe.  Stretch the sound, and at the
release drop the jaw and breathing in is automatic. Music
Judge - Steve Jamison


MLT Meeting this Monday
There will be a music meeting on Monday at 5:30 at Wally's on
McCallie.  My power has been out, also, thus the late notice. 
All are invited; I would like to talk about last Monday meeting
with Chuck Greene.  Thanks.  Chuck Wilson


From Fred Jesse
Members should review their Harmonizer of January/February
starting on page 14.  There it is spelled out what Chuck Greene
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Monteagle Assembly Owners
Meeting, July 22, Monteagle, TN 


Birthdays


20 - Chuck Wilson
22 - Nancy Owens
28 - Sandy White


Anniversaries


3 - Dave and Sandy White
26 - Ed and Linda Thornton


was saying last night.  It would be a good way to review his
discussion items, especially the 8 Deal Makers that are
characteristics of a chapter that a visitor would be anxious to
join.  All of them should be evident to a first time visitor, and
likely was to the visitor, Mark, we had last night. 


   


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: wixson@chattanooga.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Monthly November 14, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Christmas Song Lists
Veterans Day Sing Out
Show Tickets Available
Note from our President
Show Email and Flier


Calendar


Veterans Day, Friday, Nov 11,
National Cemetery, Assemble at
10:15 AM, Dress is Patriotic
Uniform. New to Calendar


Leadership Academy for
2012 Officers, Sat, Nov. 19th in
Nashville. Let Lebron know if you
are going.


Board Meeting, Monday, Nov
21, 5PM, Wallys


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up. We worked on It Came Upon, Jingle Bells and I
Saw Three Ships. Chuck worked on Mary Had a Baby.


Paul passed out a revised version of A Cradle in Bethlehem, and
we worked on that for a while. Paul passed out the 2011 version of
Need a Little Christmas, and we spent most of our time on the tag.


After a few announcements, Chuck announced that Show Tickets
were ready, and made a plea for all to take and sell them. The
CCCC was dismissed.


Announcements came after a long break. Paul reminded officers of
the upcoming Leadership Academy. Board meeting is now on the
third Monday of the month and the next meeting is the 21st. There is
no MLT until  January 2012. Veterans Day sing out is Friday, Nov
11th and dress is Patriotic. Fred gave Chet his membership
certificate to the applause of all members. We went to the risers and
worked on the National Anthem and God Bless America in
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Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS.
Dress Rehearsal at 3pm. Dinner
on your own from 5-6:30. Show
warm up at 6:30 and show starts
at 7:30. Dress is white dress shirt,
black pants, socks and shoes,
colorful Christmas tie. Colorful
accessory is optional.


Creekside, Dec. 6, Cancelled


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec. 17, Confirmed


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Show Email and
Flier


I will be sending out email and
poster versions of a Christmas
Show Flier. You can print the
poster version and put it up at your
church, barbershop, etc. Please
forward the Email version and ask
your friends to forward it to their
friends. Monday night Chet told us
that he joined the CCCC 2010
because of a twice forwarded
email. Steve Wixson


preparation for Friday's sing out for Veterans Day. Brandon passed
the Gandy to Fred. We closed with KTWWS. 


Veterans Day Sing Out
Somehow, I forgot to include this sing out in our Calendar. It is this
Friday, November 11th at the National Cemetery. Assemble at
10:15 AM in our Patriotic Uniform. We sing the National Anthem and
God Bless America. Steve Wixson


Christmas Show Tickets Available
Tickets for the Christmas Show are available, and you can pick
them up at any meeting. Since this is a benefit for the Walter
Boehm Birth Defect Center, you can ask twice, once to buy a ticket,
and if the answer is no, you can ask a second time for a tax
deductable donation for the Boehm Center.


Note from our President
We have only 3 more Monday night practice sessions before the
show. Some of our music is starting to sound really good, but some
still needs work. Please come to all the remaining sessions if at all
possible, and come as prepared as possible. If anyone needs help
with a particular part of a song, please mention it to one of our
Directors or chorus officers.


On behalf of the Choo Choo Chorus, I want to thank our guest
singers for all of the hard work you are putting in on this. It is
shaping up to being a great show, and we are looking forward to
raising more money for the birth defects center than ever before.
Lebron Brock


Christmas Song Lists
Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Angels We Have Heard On High, Christmas Song, White Christmas,
Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow


Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night, Cradle in
Bethlehem, Need A Little Christmas.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Last Year's CCCCC Photo November 21, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Christmas Song Lists
Veterans Day Sing Out
Show Tickets Available


Calendar


Leadership Academy for
2012 Officers, Sat, Nov. 19th in
Nashville. Let Lebron know if you
are going.


Board Meeting, Monday, Nov
21, 5PM, Wallys


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS.
Dress Rehearsal at 3pm. Dinner
on your own from 5-6:30. Show
warm up at 6:30 and show starts
at 7:30. Dress is white dress shirt,
black pants, socks and shoes,
colorful Christmas tie. Colorful
accessory is optional.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up using Mary Had a Baby before turning it over to
Chuck. We worked on Need a Little Christmas and Cradle in
Bethlehem. We went to the risers and worked on Silent Night, I Saw
Three Ships, It Came Upon and Jingle Bells.


Announcements began after a 3 minute break. Lebron polled for
people going to the Leadership Academy, and Gary, Rich and
Fleury are going. Gary started collecting money for the Christmas
Party. We worked on Angels We Have Heard, the introduction to
Veni, Veni, and the Christmas Song.


Fred passed the Gandy to Rich, and we closed with KTWWS.


Veterans Day Sing Out
Nineteen men showed up for the Veterans Day Ceremony at the
National Cemetery, and by several accounts, we sounded very good
as we helped honor veterans living and dead. 


Christmas Show Tickets Available
Tickets for the Christmas Show are available, and you can pick
them up at any meeting. Since this is a benefit for the Walter
Boehm Birth Defect Center, you can ask twice, once to buy a ticket,
and if the answer is no, you can ask a second time for a tax
deductable donation for the Boehm Center.
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Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec. 17, Confirmed


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


 


Christmas Song Lists
Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Angels We Have Heard On High, Christmas Song, White Christmas,
Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow


Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night, Cradle in
Bethlehem, Need A Little Christmas.


Christmas Party
The Christmas Party is at the home of Steve and Janet Wixson.
There will be good fellowship and food. All CCCCCers (and wives)
are welcome as this is one way we say thanks for all of the work
done to put on the Christmas Show. Cost is $10 per person, and
Gary is collecting the money. See you there.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Last Year's CCCCC at Cleveland November 28, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Joint CCCCC Rehearsals
Final Christmas Song Lists
Note From Gary Fisher
Valentines Day Fund Raiser
Christmas Party


Calendar


Joint CCCCC Rehearsal.
Monday, November 28, 7 PM at All
Saints (our normal meeting.)


Joint CCCCC Rehearsal,
Tuesday, November 29, 7 PM in
Cleveland. Same location as
Cleveland show.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland, 7 PM,
Bradley Central High School Fine Arts
Auditorium. Assemble at 6 PM. Dress
same as Chattanooga Show.


Bradley Central is at 1000 South Lee
Hwy in Cleveland.  Take I-75 N to exit
20.  Turn right off the exit ramp.  After
1.2 miles take the US-11 N ramp. 
Turn left at the end of the ramp onto
US-11 N/US-64 E and go 2.1 miles. 


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led a brief warm up. We sang though the CCCCC song
lists except for Cradle. Paul talked about the show and the joint
CCCCC rehearsals. We went to the risers and again sang
through the song list with Chuck directing MHAB. Paul worked
on Cradle. Chuck passed out the last of the show tickets and
the CCCCC was dismissed.


Continuing without a break, we worked on Winter Wonderland
and The Christmas Song. We returned to the chairs where Paul
led announcements. Fred passed out a 7 year renewal to Dave
Rack and a 17 year renewal to Lamar. We worked on White
Christmas. Rich passed the Gandy to Dave Fleury. We closed
with KTWWS. 


Joint CCCCC Rehearsals
The Cleveland chorus has been invited to attend our rehearsal
on Monday, and we have been invited to attend their rehearsal
on Tuesday. See Calendar for details.


Final Christmas Song Lists
Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Angels We Have Heard On High, Christmas Song, White
Christmas, Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow.
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The school will be on the left - the
auditorium is in the large building on
the far left as you face the school -
drive in the main entrance and turn left
before reaching the school building -
park in the lot past the Fine Arts
building.


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS. Dress
Rehearsal at 3pm. Dinner on your own
from 5-6:30. Show warm up at 6:30
and show starts at 7:30. Dress is white
dress shirt, black pants, socks and
shoes, colorful Christmas tie. Colorful
accessory is optional. Choo Choo
Chorus will read our red coats for Act
1.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec. 8, 7
PM


Christmas Party, Monday, Dec. 12,
home of Steve & Janet Wixson, 6:30
PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec. 13,
7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec. 17, Confirmed


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday,
February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention, March
9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night, Cradle in
Bethlehem, Need A Little Christmas, Christmas Tag.


Note From Gary Fisher
Get your tickets sold and the money turned in to Gary Fisher by
Monday, December 5th.  Dave Fleury is offering gift certificates
for the three top sellers.  Any unsold tickets MUST be turned
back in to Gary so they can be sold at the door.  Even better,
purchase them yourself and give them out to friends, relatives
and neighbors.  All expense vouchers must be turned in to Gary
by Wednesday, December 21st. Gary Fisher


Valentines Day Fund Raiser
It is time to think about our annual Valentines Day Fund Raiser
which provides a good part of our annual budget. Quartet's are
needed, and since only one or two songs are sung, anyone can
organize this one-day quartet; a good way to see if you like
quartet singing. Pat Crowe


 


Christmas Party
The Christmas Party is at the home of Steve and Janet Wixson.
There will be good fellowship and food. All CCCCCers (and
wives) are welcome as this is one way we say thanks for all of
the work done to put on the Christmas Show. Cost is $10 per
person, and Gary is collecting the money. See you there.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Monthly Issue November 7, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Christmas Song Lists Updated
Election of Officers for 2012
Birthdays (no anniversaries)


Calendar


Leadership Academy for
2012 Officers, Sat, Nov. 17th in
Nashville. Let Lebron know if you
are going


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS.
Dress Rehearsal at 3pm. Dinner
on your own from 5-6:30. Show
warm up at 6:30 and show starts
at 7:30. Dress is white dress shirt,
black pants, socks and shoes,
colorful Christmas tie. Colorful
accessory is optional.


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up. He passed out the completed sheet music for
Cradle in Bethlehem and we worked through most of it (and it is
good.) We sang through Jingle Bells once though basses need to
work on choreography. We worked on It Came Upon stressing its
dynamics. And finally I Saw three Ships. Chuck took over and
worked on Mary Had a Baby. We sang a welcome to our newest
CCCCC member.


There were a few announcements (see calendar). We broke for
Halloween treats, hot Fairmont Orchard apple cider and Gary's
pumpkin muffins. A nice period of fellowship.


After the break, we worked on The Christmas Song and Veni, Veni.
Chuck passed the Gandy to CCCCCer Brandon who joined us for
the rest of the night. We closed with KTWWS.


Christmas Song Lists Updated
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Creekside, Dec. 6, Cancelled


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec. 17, Confirmed


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Birthdays


2 - Joy Kirk
6 - Lamar Owens
10 - Dave Rack


10 - Hobby Thomas
19 - Wilbur Strickland
22 - Mary Strickland


23 - Fred Jesse
23 - John Johnston
27 - Karen Whitmire
29 - Frank Delaney


Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Angels We Have Heard On High, Christmas Song, White Christmas,
Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow


Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night, Cradle in
Bethlehem, Need A Little Christmas.


 


Election of Officers for 2012
The following were elected to serve as officers for 2012;


Lebron Brock, President 
Wilbur Strickland, Music VP 


Wally Edmondson, Membership VP 
David White, Program VP


Gary Fisher, Treasurer
Fred Jesse, Secretary


Rich Ptacin, Business Manager
Marcellus Scott, Publicity


Steve Wixson, Bulletin Editor
Board Members at Large


Dave Fleury
Johnny Jackson


Pat Crowe
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


First CCCCC Rehearsal October 10, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Hosting the Dixie Convention
Jim Sams Message to the
Chapter
Boehm Presentation


Calendar


Veterans Day, Friday, Nov. 11,
Chattanooga National Cemetery.
Warm up at 10:30 and the attire
will be the patriotic outfit.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec.. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec.. 3, GPS


Creek side, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7
PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12 (tentative)


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Boehm Presentation


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Chuck led warm up. Paul passed out red folders assembled by
Gene containing Christmas music and the first learning CD. Lebron
counted 54 in attendance.


We worked on Mary Had a Baby first listening to the learning CD. It
was mingled with singing basics, and we made it thru the entire
song. That was followed by listening to I Saw Three Ships, and
working on the tag.


There was a presentation from the Boehm people (see left column
and photograph above.) We finished by working briefly on It Came
Upon a Midnight Clear. Paul discussed and encourage use of the
Fast Learning Method which was included in the red folder.


We adjourned to the large room across the hall for a great BBQ
dinner organized by Wally. Members brought drinks and some great
desserts.


After our visitors departed, we briefly assembled to discuss the
Dixie contest. More later. We confirmed the Veterans Day sing out.
Fred passed a 14 year renewal to JW. We closed with KTWWS. 


Hosting the Dixie Convention
After a weekend + one day of seemingly nonstop performance and
work, some of us are tired and may be unsure how we feel about
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We had a great rehearsal Monday
night and I hope all of you were
inspired with our special guests
from Walter Boehm Birth Defects
Center. Little William (shown in the
photograph above) was racing up
and down the hall on his
wheelchair, popping Wallis and
showing all the energy a five year
old can do. He truly exemplifies
the spirit of our show on
December 3rd - The Children of
Christmas.


As our rehearsals continue their
countdown to the show date, we
will be hearing more and more
about tickets, programs, and all
the rest of it that goes into putting
on a production like this. Please
consider volunteering an hour or
two of your time to assisting Chuck
Wilson, the program chairman. We
have 790 seats to fill at the GPS
auditorium and if each of us takes
ten tickets and sells them we have
a very serious shot at a sell-out
crowd. This is a benefit concert for
them, and it would be great if we
could push the total given thus far
to over $20,000. Gary Fisher


how we did and what we did. I hope you feel good about it because
you deserve to. The convention was a huge success. Many had
questions about the future of Dixie District after the district split last
year. The spring convention in Boaz was not all that great, but the
attendance and performances this past weekend were wonderful. If
this is any indication, the future of our district is as bright as ever.


A significant part of this result I believe has to do with how well our
chapter does as hosts. This is backed up by comments and thanks
from district officers and other chapters. Larry Dieters, district
president-elect said "I wish we had all our conventions here,
nobody does as well hosting the event as you." The wife of one of
the district officers sought me out and said she really appreciated
the great job we did. A former Director of our Chapter, Shelby
Roberts, who now sings with another chapter and I had never met,
stopped me and said "I just want to thank the chapter for doing such
a great job of running the convention, you guys really did a
wonderful job."


Of course these compliments should have been directed to Strick
because he is the one, as convention chairman, who deserves the
most credit. I hope he heard these things too. I was happy though,
to accept these sincere thanks on behalf of the chapter and I want
you to know, it made me very proud to be serving as your president.
I hope all of you are as proud of our accomplishments as I am.
Lebron


Jim Sams Message to the Chapter
Hi Strick! I just had to e-mail you to thank you and the Chattanooga
Chapter for their hard work and support in helping make this
weekend one of the best conventions ever! It was great coming
back to Chattanooga! It is probably my favorite convention site in all
of Dixie! I would like to personally thank all the wives for their hard
work and positive support. Please pass on my warmest regards and
heart-filled thanks to all of your chapter for a job WELL done! I can
hardly wait to come back! All my very best to you all, Jim Sams
Society Board Member-At-Large Society Liaison for Dixie/Sunshine
Districts Contest Administrator VP Contest & Judging-Dixie


Photos by Wally  
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


More First CCCCC Rehearsal October 17, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Thank You From Wilbur


Calendar


Veterans Day, Friday, Nov. 11,
Chattanooga National Cemetery.
Warm up at 10:30 and the attire
will be the patriotic outfit.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec.. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec.. 3, GPS


Creekside, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7
PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Dixie Spring Convention,
April  9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up. Chuck directed Mary Had a Baby shaping the
tag. Paul introduced Jingle Bells, and the CCCCC finished with It
Came Upon a Midnight Clear. Dave Rack mentioned the possible
Fairview Baptist sing out, and polled everyone to see if we can
accept it. Still need tenors. CCCCC was dismissed.


After a short break, Dave led announcements. Beau gave an update
on the Officer nomination process (we need a MLT VP and business
manager. Let Beau know if you are interested.) Fred passed out
renewals to Marcellus (2) and Johnny (25). Wally thanked everyone
for all the work making last Monday a big success. He invited all to
check out our Facebook Page.


We worked on Veni, Veni. Wilbur passed the Gandy to Wendall for
the great job he did on the convention. We closed with KTWWS.


A Thank You From Wilbur
I want to express my personal thanks and appreciation to each of
you for all your hard work to make the fall convention an
outstanding success. Each of you exhibited a great spirit of
cooperation and willingness to do whatever task that was
requested. I thank you, your chapter thanks you, and your district
thanks you. You, once again, really made the Chattanooga chapter
look good.



http://facebook.com/choochoochorus
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Our Disney Show, May 2012
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


CCCC 2008 Show October 24, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Thank You From Wilbur


Calendar


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec.. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec.. 3, GPS


Creekside, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7
PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden,
AL.Corrected Date.


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up. Chuck taught the tag from the Mickey Mouse
Song and directed Mary Had a Baby. Paul introduced Silent Night,
and we worked on Jingle Bells, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, and
I Saw 3 Ships.


Paul mention a Christmas sing out to Fairview Baptist Church and
survey everyone about Friday, Dec 16th or Saturday, Dec 17th.
Dave Rack will try and confirm one of these dates. Paul played a
preview of our next song, "Cradle in Bethlehem. CCCCC was
dismissed.


Dave White led announcements. Beau read the list of Nominations
for the second time. Gary passed out Dixie chorus photos to those
who ordered them.


After a break, we worked on Veni, Veni, Let it Snow and Winter
Wonderland. Wendell passed the Gandy to Dave Rack. 


Christmas Song Lists
Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Christmas Song, White Christmas, Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow
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Our Disney Show, May 2012 Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Contest Dress Above October 3, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Message from the Prez
Dress for Contest
Veterans Day Sing Out


Calendar


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept.
30-Oct 2. We host. Marriott is
Convention Hotel. Contests in
Roland Hayes Concert Hall at
UTC. Contact Wilbur to work.
Assemble at 9:50 AM at top of
escalator from Marriott lobby.


First CCCCC Rehearsal,
Monday, Oct. 3. Dinner after that


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 First CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Barbeque dinner and fellowship with CCCCC members.
Several members are bringing desserts and drinks.


9:15 Gandy and Sing KTWWS and clean up


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul led warm up and taught the tag "Cry" finishing eventually in its
written key of F#. We worked on Dream and WYWUAS and went to
the risers to continue WYWUAS.


Dave White led announcements. Paul thanked those who sang for
the Special Olympics bowling tournament. Lebron encouraged us to
invite people for the CCCCC and show up early. Wilbur went over
the last minute organization for the Dixie Convention this weekend.
Wilbur has name tags for all workers. On Saturday, we assemble to
enter the contest pipeline at 9:50 AM at the top of the escallator
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rehearsal. Members arrive at 6:45
to help setup. Wear white chorus
polo shirt. Please bring your
Christmas sheet music.


Veterans Day, Friday, Nov. 11,
Chattanooga National Cemetary.
Warm up at 10:30 and the attire wil
be the patriotic outfit.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS


Creekside, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7
PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12 (tentative)


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.
13, 7 PM


Dress for Contest


As shown in the photograph
above, black tux, white tux shirt
with tabs, gold vest, black bow tie,
black shoes and black socks. NO
arm band.


Veterans Day


We will again again sing for the
Veterans Day program at the
Chattanooga National Cemetary
on Friday, Nov. 11th at 11:00AM.
The Veterans Council confirmed it
Yesterday. We will sing The
National Anthem at the opening
and God Bless America late in the
program.  Dave Rack


from the Marriott lobby. Fred gave Marcellus his officer name tag.


After a short break, we returned to the risers. We sang WYWUAS.
Paul talked through what happens on stage for members who have
not sung in contest before and then worked on our contest package;
WSLM (which we sang quite well) and A Dream is a Wish. We
expect 27 men on stage.


Gene passed the Gandy to Wilbur for his work organizing for the
Dixie Convention, and we closed with KTWWS.


Message from the President
I don't often get giddy with excitement but the coming weekend has
put me in this state. A weekend of contest with two of the best
songs we have ever done followed by Christmas Chorus practice
with BBQ & fix ins on Monday night. With due respect to Carolina,
nothing could be finer than this. Help make this Christmas Chorus
the best ever by being at this, the first practice, and bring all your
friends who can sing. If you don't have any friends drag people off
the street but bring someone. See you Friday... and Saturday... and
Monday!!!! Lebron


Message from the Director
This is kind of a dual-purpose newsletter - it's dated October 3 but a
lot of the information is useful before then.  I want to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for the hard work preparing for
contest.  The singing I heard in our final run-through Monday night
is the best I've heard in many years, maybe the best ever in my 24
years as director.  I encourage you to stay focused on energy and
emotion as we go into this "performance".  Don't worry about
pushing for volume - we'll have plenty - keep your voice under
control and let your emotions run loose.  I'm serious about opening
our souls to the audience;  if we can truly share the messages in
these songs and move the audience, the scores will take care of
themselves.  Above all, enjoy the weekend!  Sing a polecat with
somebody you haven't met before.  Remember, there will be three
hundred or so of your closest friends here this weekend and I'll bet
you haven't met a lot of them yet.
 
Then, THE FIRST MONDAY IN OCTOBER!  That fateful night when
we start to whip the Community Chorus into shape, when we begin
to realize how much fun it's going to be this year.  Show up early,
where your chorus shirt, bring your friends, acquaintances, even
total strangers if they can sing!  Let's follow our best contest set ever
with our best Community Chorus ever!  Paul
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Happy Halloween October 31, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Christmas Song List
A Little Halloween on Monday


Calendar


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec.. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec.. 3, GPS


Creekside, Tuesday, Dec. 6, 7
PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec.
8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12, home of Steve & Janet
Wixson, 6:30 PM


Alexian Village, Tuesday, Dec.


Script for this Monday
6:45 Members arrive to help setup and greet CCCCC members.


7:00 CCCCC rehearsal


8:30 Break


8:40 Announcements. Choo Choo rehearsal


9:25 Gandy and Sing KTWWS


Highlights from Last Meeting


Chuck led warm up. Gary presented Paul a Director's Stool chair so
that he doesn't have to stand up for 2 2/1 hours.


Paul passed out the sheet music to his new arrangement of 'Cradle
in Bethlehem, and we started work on it (beautiful.) Chuck worked
on Mary Had a Baby. Paul worked on I Saw 3 Ships, It Came Upon
and we sang thru Jingle Bells and Silent Night once each. Paul
encouraged all to work on their music at home and try to memorize
all the songs. He is impressed with how good we are singing. The
CCCCC were dismissed.


After the break, we worked on Winter Wonderland and Veni, Veni.
Dave Rack passed the Gandy to Chuck Wilson. We closed with
KTWWS. 


Christmas Song Lists
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13, 7 PM


Fairview Baptist Church,
Saturday, Dec 17, Confirmed


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Choo Choo Chorus, O Come, O Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni),
Christmas Song, White Christmas, Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow


Community chorus, Mary Had A Baby, Jingle Bells, I Saw Three
Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, Silent Night, Cradle in
Bethlehem.


A Little Halloween on Monday
There will be some treats on Monday. Anyone for a trick! A mask!
Ha Ha Ha Ha Ha!
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


  September 12, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Profile of Brooks Gist
From the Director
Dixie Convention Registration


Calendar


Board Meeting, This Monday,
Wally's, 5 PM.


Special Olympics Bowling,
Monday, September 26, Holiday Bowl
on Brainerd Rd, NOT TRI-STATE ON
RINGGOLD RD, Assemble at 9:40
AM.


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-
Oct 2. We host. Marriott is Convention
Hotel. Contests in Roland Hayes
Concert Hall at UTC.


First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
Oct. 3. Dinner after that rehearsal.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS


Script for this Monday
The script was not ready by the time this was emailed. 


Highlights from Last Meeting


There was no meeting last Monday.


Profile of Brooks Gist
Brooks Gist was born on Feb 12, 1929 in Langston, AL. His
family moved to Florida for a few years, and when they returned
to Alabama he completed high school in Scottsboro.  He and his
first wife had 2 kids, and he and Audry have been married for 30
years. He was in the National Guard and was called up to serve
two years in Korea. After returning, they moved to Chattanooga
where he worked for Combustion Engineering in the shop and
later in drafting.


Brooks father was a Gospel singer, and as a result Brooks has
been singing all of his life.  He sang in his high school Glee
Club. His first barbershop experience came when the chapter
met on Brainerd Road, and Williard Dickerson of the Shoeshine
Quartet (that won Dixie more than once) invited him to a
meeting.  He fell for barbershop singing immediately, but did not
join as he was raising a family and working second shift. Some
years later, the chorus sang at Oakwood Baptist Church, and
during fellowship after the sing out, Benny Malone worked on
him. In 1996 he joined the chorus.


Brooks, Lamar and Wilbur got together with tenor Jay Green
and formed the 'Scenic City Sound' quarter.  Later Fred Jesse
replaced Jay, and for many years they sang together.  Brooks is
very well known for singing the lead on "Old Bones."  He says, "I
love barbershop - you can't beat it."


From the Director
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Dixie Convention
Registration
Information


The registration forms are now on the
Dixie District website (click HERE.)  I
will bring a copy to the next meeting
and we can make copies. Wilbur


 


My heartfelt thanks go to the twelve guys who joined me at the
Lookouts game. As usual, we were very well received, and
this time the PA announcer mentioned our website!  With our last
'summer' performance under our belts (except for
Special Olympics, look elsewhere for details), we start to look
forward to Christmas. 


Be sure you have December 2nd (the show in Cleveland) and
3rd (the show here in Chattanooga) on your calendars.  If you
haven't already done so, invite someone to our kickoff night
October 3rd.  THERE WILL BE FREE FOOD!  You know how
much fun we have singing together and bringing the spirit of the
season to our audiences - don't be selfish!  Find somebody to
bring (drag, if you have to) to our meeting - if he doesn't come
back, at least you have tried to share. I could spout all kinds of
cliché's ("it's the most fun you can have with your clothes on", "if
it doesn't light your fire your wood must be wet", etc.) but you
already KNOW how good it is.  Music is like love - dividing it up
among more people does NOT reduce it; it INCREASES it!  Set
your goal now - everybody (that means YOU) bring at least one
guest to our Combined Chattanooga and Cleveland Chrismas
Community CENTURY (100 members) Chorus. Paul


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Rehearsing at Greensville September 19, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Note from our President
Dixie Convention Registration


Calendar


Special Olympics Bowling,
Monday, September 26, Holiday Bowl
on Brainerd Rd, NOT TRI-STATE ON
RINGGOLD RD, Assemble at 9:40
AM.


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-
Oct 2. We host. Marriott is Convention
Hotel. Contests in Roland Hayes
Concert Hall at UTC.


First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday,


Script for this Monday
The script is very plain this week with only five songs and will be
next week also because of the need to get ready for contest.
The script for Christmas chorus rehersals is likely to be simple
also for obvious reasons.


Highlights from Last Meeting


Paul taught us the tag from Midnight Rose. Tommy Mitchell was
again our guest.


Dave White led announcements. Lebron noted we have 3 weeks
until  Christmas rehearsal start and we need to invite men. Paul
asked how many had read his Christmas invite message in last
week's newsletter. Wilbur continued organizing the chapter to
work the Dixie Convention. If you are not a member, please let
him know you are working so he can get you a free pass. Gary
noted we gave $800 to Harmony Foundation in our weekly
basket pass, and this year we are way below that. He also noted
that he, Pat, and Steve mounted chorus photos and started
cleaning up the rooms for the first CCCCC rehearsal. The old
chair risers will be donated or given away to make the room
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Oct. 3. Dinner after that rehearsal.
Members arrive at 6:45 to help setup.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS


Alexian Grove, Thursday, Dec. 8, 7
PM


Alexian Villiage, Tuesday, Dec. 13,
7 PM


Friday is Deadline for
Dixie Convention
PreRegistration


The registration forms are now on the
Dixie District website (click HERE.)  I
will bring a copy to the next meeting
and we can make copies. Wilbur


 


bigger and look better. Chuck said there would be a MLT
meeting after the chorus meeting. Fred passed out officer
nametages to Dave White and Chuck. Wally needs three
volunteers to welcome and help guests get settled on the first
CCCCC rehearsal. The chapter is providing barbeque, beans
and slaw for the dinner after the rehearsal, and he asked for
volunteers to bring desserts and drinks. He noted that Friday is
the last day for reduced rate for the Dixie Convention. We sang
a welcome to Tommy. Later in the riser room, he did some
coaching, and after we sang WSLM for the last time, he said if
we sing it that well at contest we will score high. Beau passed
the Gandy to Wally.


Note from our President
Roles: I am not sure everyone understands the purpose of what
we call "roles" in our meetings. It is primarily for the benefit of
the person who plays the role. It benefits the chorus as a whole
also but that is secondary. The benefit for the role player may
not be obvious at first but the benefits are numerous. For those
of you who do not want to play any role - it is your privilege. No
one wants to make you do something you don't want to do, least
of all me. Playing a role is a privilege, not a job. One good
example of the benefit of role playing is this. Nearly everyone
sometimes leaves one of our meetings thinking, or even saying,
I wish something were done differently. When you have the role
of meeting evaluator you have the undivided attention of both
directors and the chorus leadership to express your ideas about
what problems we have and what you think should be done
about it. If you are happy about everthing as it is, you have the
chance to give the leaders a pat on the back and encourage
them to keep up the good work. Most of you have now told us
what roles you are willing or not willing to play. If you change
your mind about this, all  you have to do is let me know, you are
not committed to anything. Thanks for your support of the
chorus. Lebron


 


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.
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Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Ev Nau Visits Chapter September 26, 2011


In This E-mail


Script for this Monday
Highlights from Last
Meeting
CCCCC Invitation e-mail
Board Votes to Join
Connect


Calendar


Special Olympics
Bowling, Monday,
September 26, Holiday Bowl
on Brainerd Rd, NOT TRI-
STATE ON RINGGOLD RD,
Assemble at 9:40 AM.


Dixie Fall Convention,
Sept. 30-Oct 2. We host.
Marriott is Convention Hotel.
Contests in Roland Hayes
Concert Hall at UTC. Contact
Wilbur to work.


First CCCCC Rehearsal,
Monday, Oct. 3. Dinner after


Script for this Monday
The script is very plain this week with only five songs because of the
need to get ready for contest.


Highlights from Last Meeting


Wally welcomed guests, Ev Nau from Harmony Foundation, former
member Charles Abercrombie, and Danny Lewis who came to look at
the chair risers that we are getting rid of.


Paul led warm up with things he learned at the last Nashville chorus
rehearsal he attended. He taught the tag "Please Don't Cry, Little Girl."
Chuck led Showboat and GOMM. We went to the risers and worked on
Dream with Ev coaching. He worked very hard trying to get us to
express the emotions of the song with our body language.


Ev made a short presentation on the successful way our previous gifts
to the Harmony Foundation have been used, and then made a plea for
us to contribute in various ways (see below and also described in a
brochure he passed out.) Members who signed up during the meeting
got a free barbershop DVD.


Dave White led announcements. Dave Rack told us about the 3
Christmas sing outs scheduled so far. He also reminded us of the
Special Olympics Bowling sing out on Monday. Lebron again
encouraged us to invite men for the CCCCC. Wally introduced our
guests. Wilbur updated us on organization for working the Dixie
convention. If you have your red Choo Choo T-shirt - wear it. He will
have name tags for workers. Fred passed a 12 year renewal to Erby.
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that rehearsal. Members
arrive at 6:45 to help setup.


Cleveland Christmas
Show, Friday, Dec. 2,
Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas
Show, Saturday, Dec. 3,
GPS


Creekside, Tuesday, Dec.
6, 7 PM.


Alexian Grove, Thursday,
Dec. 8, 7 PM


Christmas Party, Monday,
Dec. 12 (tentative)


Alexian Village, Tuesday,
Dec. 13, 7 PM


CCCCC Invitation
Goes Out This


Week


The CCCCC Invitation will be
emailed this week to
members, former members,
former CCCCC members, etc.
Please forward it to your
friends and anyone you know
to help us finally reach our
goal of 100 men on stage for
the two shows.


 


After a short break, we went to the risers. Guest Danny, a minister at
Hickory Valley Baptist Church, took a couple of minutes to describe how
they are going to use our risers for his 60 voice children's choir. We are
an answer to their prayer.


We went to the risers and worked on WSLM again with Ev coaching.
Wally passed the Gandy to Gene. We closed with KTWWS. 


Board Votes to join Harmony
Foundation Connect Program


Last night after the meeting, the Board voted to adopt the Harmony
Foundation Connect Program.


Our members have always been generous in giving to our charitable
causes. A large portion (sometimes all) of the profits from our Christmas
shows goes to charity each year, and each week we 'pass the basket.'
For many years in our early chapter history, our 'basket money' went to
the Institute of Logopedics through the Harmony Foundation. Some of
you might even remember the song We Sing That They Shall Speak,
which we sang each night before Keep America Singing at the close of
our meeting. The Institute changed its name to Heartspring in later
years and changed the direction of its mission, leading the Society to
use the Harmony Foundation to support youth outreach and other
programs internal to the Society. Our weekly basket collections have
continued to go to the Harmony Foundation to support these efforts and
we have received benefits from these contributions at the District and
chapter levels. 


Since our donations are usually in the $20-50/member range, it was
easy for the Board of Directors to vote to commit to a pledge of
$10/member per year as part of the new Chapter Connect program. Our
Chapter Connect donations are combined with individual donations by
members of Presidents Council and Ambassadors of Song from our
chapter to form an overall total, which is then averaged over the official
number of members of our chapter (43 at the beginning of 2011). There
is enough donated 'basket money' to cover the inactive members who
are not at meetings and therefore are not contributing.


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September Monthly Issue September 5, 2011


In This E-mail


No Meeting this Monday
Highlights from Last Meeting
Profile of Dave Rack
Dixie Convention Registration
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Calendar


Lookouts Baseball Game ,
Thursday, Sept. 1, Assemble at 6:30
PM. Dress Casual


Labor Day, Sept. 5, NO meeting that
Monday


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept. 30-
Oct 2. We host. Marriott is Convention
Hotel. Contests in Roland Hayes
Concert Hall at UTC.


No Meeting this Monday
This is Labor Day and there is no meeting tonight!


Highlights from Last Meeting


Before the meeting, Gary and Pat worked on mounting the old
chorus photographs on the chair room left wall while Steve
Wixson installed a shelf in the right corner for the model train
donated years ago by former chapter president Jim Coulter.


We followed the script with Paul taking the Leads outside the
building to work on Dream. Lebron asked Marcellus to organize
the Quarteting with the Stars, and Wendell was the first to
perform. After the break, he and Fred, Johnny and Wilbur sang
HML.


Dave led announcements. Marcellus brought a visitor, Gary
Spangler, and we sang him a welcome. Dave Rack reminded us
of our sing out on Thursday for the Lookouts. Wilbur noted that
the venue for the Dixie Convention has been changed to the
Rolland Hayes Concert Hall at UTC. Fred is making chapter
name tags, and collected a list of those needing one. Contact
him is you want a name tag. 
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First CCCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
Oct. 3. Dinner after that rehearsal.


Cleveland Christmas Show,
Friday, Dec. 2, Cleveland


Chattanooga Christmas Show,
Saturday, Dec. 3, GPS


Dixie Convention
Registration
Information


The registration forms are now on the
Dixie District website (click HERE.)  I
will bring a copy to the next meeting
and we can make copies. Wilbur


Birthdays


5-Benny Malone
9-Guelda Malone 
15-David Collins 


19-Cindy Christian 
22-Daniel Randolph


26-Sally Jackson
30-David Callao
30-Barry Owens


Anniversaries


5 - Barry and Nancy Owens


Profile of Dave Rack
Dave Rack was raised in Upstate New York in a small town
about 80 miles north of New York City. He went to college at
Saint Michael's College in Vermont, which at that time was an all
male school. It was at Saint Michael's that he first became
involved in singing in a group using Harmony. Dave sang in The
College Glee Club which had about 40 or so members and a
very good director. They did some concerts at The School, but
also did some joint concerts with other schools. He also sang in
the College Church Choir with the same Director. It was primarily
through The Glee Cub that he learned how powerful and moving
harmony and chords can be.
 
After Graduation Dave spent four years in The Air Force. He
then worked for The FBI from 1969 until  1997 serving in
Savannah, Philadelphia, Indianapolis and North Georgia. After
retiring he worked as an investigator for Provident which later
became UNUM. Dave retired again two years ago from UNUM. 
 
Dave and his wife, Sondra, have four Daughters and a Son.
They also have three Grandchildren.
 
Paul had encouraged Dave for years to join the Chorus. About
six years ago he sang with The Community Christmas Chorus
and discovered once again that the sound of harmony is pretty
neat. He enjoys the interaction of the people in the Chorus and
in particular the different backgrounds and talents of our
members.


[At the 2011 Awards Banquet, Dave Rack was awarded the
BOTY or Barbershopper of the Year Award.]


A Note from the Director
Thanks to all for the hard work lately on contest/show songs -
we continue to make improvement every week. I am
worried, however, about the "sawtooth" effect that seems to
continue. We make advancement through concentration and
hard work, and then fall back over the next six days to
something less that what we have achieved. The following week
we work hard and advance again, only to fall back again. 
Retention is important to us in so many areas, but two in
particular are crucial - musicianship and membership. 
Membership is Wally's department, so I won't discuss it here.


Musicianship, musicality, virtuosity - no matter what you call it,
it's the ability (and desire) to do the best we can and strive to be
even better next time, both personally and as a team. The guy
standing next to you on the risers deserves your best efforts, as
you deserve his.  When we stand together and blend our voices,
we are extremely powerful. Let's make the effort to retain "new"
skills (or "new" notes) from week to week so that we can work
on stuff that really IS new. That requires extra effort away from
our Monday night meetings, but I find that I like walking around
listening to the music in my head. I keep learning CDs available
in the car so I can listen while I drive - Lindy gets tired,
sometimes, but she's pretty good on bass to a lot of songs!  Sing
to yourself in the shower, hum while walking down the
street - find ways to keep the music fresh in your head and
retain the gains we make from week to week. Thanks again
for your efforts on Monday nights, and please work a little on
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other nights (or days) to keep us from "relearning" every
week! Paul
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