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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Singing Valentines Check  April 16, 2012 


Board Meeting. 5 PM at All Saints. 
Bring a sack dinner.. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sing out cancelled. 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Ruby Falls, July 21 (Date may 
change.) 


Harmony College, July 20-21, 
Huntsville, AL 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


The Gold Star Wives sing out is 
cancelled, and a quartet will fill in. 
The date for the Ruby Falls sing out 
may change. Rich 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Note from Business Manager  


l Note Updated 50th Ad Pricing  


l Request from Gary Fisher  


l Singing Valentines Check  


Calendar


Note from Business 
Manager


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
8:10 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - Singing Valentines 
8:40 Risers - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led opening and Paul worked on tuning. Chuck worked on 
Hello, Mary Lou. In a circle, Paul worked on Simple Melody. Paul 
worked on Darkness on the Delta and Ten Feet Off the Ground. 


Dve White led announcements. Wilbur passed out Polecat and 
Just Plain Barbershop books to guys who needed them. He 
announced that Dave Reynolds is coming to the 50th Party. Steve 
G will be the Emcee for the 50th Party. Fleury continued pushing 
50th Ad sales. Fred passed out renewals to Rick (3 years), 
Brooks (17), Fred (27) and Paul (33). Rich announced the 
Patriotic uniform for the Naturalization sing out. Also the Gold Star 
sing out has been cancelled.  


After a short break, we went to the risers and practice once the 
National Anthem and God Bless American and worked on When 
You Wish Upon a Star. Lebron passed the Gandy to Daniel. We 
closed with KTWWS.  


 


The Ad prices for the 50th Anniversary Program were updated a 
while ago, and the original Ad Contract with half page at $30 is no 
longer correct - half page now is $50. The Ad Flier and Ad 
Contract that Dave Fleury passed out are correct. Copies of both 
are attached to this email and can be printed. Sell. Sell. Sell 


Fellow songsters...if you are talking while Paul or Chuck is trying 
to direct us, how are you going to know what to improve?  I am 
constantly amazed at the chatter going on when we are stopped 
to try and improve on a note or phrasing of a lyric.  I am going to 
be as delicate as I can when I say this:  BE QUIET!  I'M TRYING 
TO LEARN SOMETHING!  


The photograph shows Tom Keegan, James Coulter (who visited 
us a while back) and the late Bernard Wheeler with a check to 
Heartsprings when the proceeds from our Singing Valentines 
campaign were given to charity. 


Note that Tom has a pacemaker now, and will be back soon.  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Note Updated 50th Ad Pricing


Request from Gary Fisher


Singing Valentines Check


On-Line Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 



file:///C:/stevewixson/ArchiveDirectory.html
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boys April 2, 2012 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sheraton Read House, 7 PM 
(no longer tentative - it's 
scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Ruby Falls, July 21.  


Harmony College, July 20-21, 
Huntsville, AL 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


National anthem 
 
1960's - Hello Marylou+ Quartet 
song 
 
1970s - From first Salute to 
America show, Minstrel Montage + 
Quartet Song 
 
1980s - Shenandoah, Welcome 
Back To Dixieland, Quartet doing a 
Singing Valentines re-enactment 
Quartet - Please Mr. Columbus 
 
1990s - From London Trip, 
Chattanooga Choo Choo and 
When You Wish Upon A Star + 
Quartet song 
 
2000s - Simple Melody, Ten Feet 
Off The Ground, Maybe White 
Christmas to showcase our 
Christmas Shows. 
 
KTWWS - Everyone sings. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boys  


Calendar


Tentative 50th Show 
Song List


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Bill Grogans Goat 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixie 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - Old Fashioned Girl 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star, Darknes on the Delta 
& Hello Mary Lou 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah &Ten Feet Off the Ground 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up, and we again had fun with Bill Grogen's 
Goat.In a circle, Paul worked on Simple Melody and Chattanooga 
Choo Choo. (Granddaughter Maddie sat in Paul's chair.) We 
worked on TFOTG. 


Dave White led announcements. Wilbur summarized the 50th 
Show planning meeting, and a tentative list of show songs is at 
the bottom of the left column. Contact Wilbur if you have song 
suggestions. Pat summarized the 50th Party planning meeting. 
Wally introduced Daniels friend's, Cody and Mrs. Hedrick, and we 
sang them a welcome. Fred passed an 8 year renewal to Daniel. 
Rich confirmed a July 21st sing out at Ruby Falls. 


After the break, Paul passed out the sheet music for Welcome 
Back to Dixieland, and a quartet of Johnny, Paul, Lamar and Fred 
sang it once. We worked on Shenandoah with Paul using it for 
craft. We closed with KTWWS. 


In 1975, when my two sons got out of service, we joined the 
Barber Shop Chorus in Chattanooga, then called Rock City 
Chorus. We owned a service station at that time in Ooltewah, 
Tennessee, and a customer of mine named Claude Walker 
asked us to come down and visit the chorus. We did, and the rest 
is history. 


We did get hooked, and soon after that we formed a quartet in 
1976 named Three D’s and a Dad. This was Dennis McDowell, 
lead; Danny McDowell, baritone; Dan Bruns, tenor; and Charlie 
McDowell, “Dad,” bass. We had a good time together, but after a 
while we started competing and were advised by one of the 
judges that, since three of us were family, we had the same 
timbre. And, as good as the tenor was, his voice didn’t fit our 
voices. So we had to make a decision.  We went to Dick Clem for 
some coaching to see if we could fix it because we loved Dan and 
knew he had a wonderful tenor voice. But Dick agreed, if we 
wanted to compete, we would have to get a tenor that matched 
our voices, and he also said Dan was one of the best tenors in 
the business. 


In 1977 we started singing with Willard Dickerson, a tenor from 
Trenton, Georgia.  Since he didn’t have a D to use, we called 
ourselves The Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boys, and this also 
came from one of the judges from Knoxville, Tennessee. He was 
a stage presence judge, so we went for it 
 
We went to competitions many times and came in second three 
different times, but in 1981 we were the Dixie District champions. 
We were on the road about every weekend.  We went to Harmony 
College in Missouri and the Buckeye in Ohio.  


Then in 1983 I had a bad automobile accident and broke my back, 
and was in the hospital for a month. While lying there, I got to 
thinking the two boys had small children and didn’t need to be 
away from home that much, so I was the one that had to say, 
“Enough, I don’t know what’s going to happen to me, so I am 
hanging it up.” I still love Barbershop and still love to sing. Charles 
McDowell 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boys


On-Line Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Naturalization Ceremony April 23, 2012 


Special Olympics Track and 
Field, Saturday, April 21, McCallie, 
9:30AM. Dress casual (knit shirt 
& Khaki pants) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier 
Cove, Thursday, April 26, 
(assemble at 6:30 PM). 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 
26, National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the 
Colonnade in Ringgold 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade 
of Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 
7:30 PM at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 
20-21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28 (Date 
change.) 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th 
Anniversary Show, October 6. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Naturalization Ceremony 


2012  


Calendar


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:10 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - Singing Valentines 
8:40 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground & Mary Lou 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up with tuning and TOS plus working on 
Chattanooga Choo Choo. Paul worked on Ten Feet Off the Ground 
mostly with the introduction. We went to the risers and sang it some 
more. Back to the chairs, Paul continued teaching Minstrel Montage. 


Announcements. Wilbur gave an update on the show. Rich 
reminded us of the Special Olympics sing out at McCallie. Dress is 
casual. Also Ruby Falls date is now July 28th to allow members to 
attend the Dixie weekend in Huntsville. Marcellus announce there 
would be an Open House on June 15th, both for new members and 
to show off our remodeling. 


We went immediately to the risers and worked on Shenandoah, 
When You Wish Upon a Star and Simple Melody. Daniel passed the 
Gandy to Gary. We closed with KTWWS.  


On April 11, 2012, the 74th birthday of the BHS, thirteen members 
showed up for the 10:30 AM and 1:30 PM Naturalization Ceremonies 
at the US District Court presided over by Chief Judge Curtis Collier. 
A color guard from Sequoyah High School Junior ROTC presented 
the colors and led the Pledge of Allegiance, and this was followed 
by the Choo Choo Chorus singing an uplifting rendition of the 
National Anthem. After the ceremony, Judge Collier told us he 
watched the audience while we sang, and could see it moved many 
of them. After the Oath of Allegiance was administered, Judge 
Collier gave some stirring remarks to the new citizens.  
 
In between the ceremonies, we had a long lunch at the Cherry Street 
Diner, and went back at the court house where we sang songs 
before the second ceremony. 
 
We had assembled at 10 AM to rehearse, performed for about three 
minutes total and left 4 hours later, yet I will be surprised if any of us 
will miss the next ceremony. The ceremony and talking to the new 
citizens (from at least 27 different countries) kind a chokes you up 
making it very rewarding for everyone. And as Paul said, "What a way 
to celebrate the birthday of barbershop." 


Shown in the composite photograph are the Chorus singing, most 
of us eating at the Cherry Street Diner, and a couple who were not 
allowed to bring their cell phone camera inside the courthouse and 
ask me to take a photo of them with the Judge. The photograph of 
us singing with Judge Collier on the left is by Tanya Fleury. Steve 
Wixson 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Naturalization Ceremony 2012


On-Line Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Grand Marshal Lindy Blazek April 30, 2012 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, assemble at 
6:30 PM. Dress is Patriotic. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 8:30 AM 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM. 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade 
in Ringgold 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28 (Date change) 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


I have tickets to sell for the 50th 
show. Please take at least ten 
tickets at $15 each. Children 12 and 
under are free and do not need a 
ticket. I will take cash or check. Gary 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Special Olympics Sing Out  


l Sell 50th Tickets  


Calendar


Sell 50th Tickets


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - Hello Mary Lou 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
8:10 Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground & Chat Choo Choo 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up and we sang MWIR. Paul worked on 
Chattanooga Choo Choo and Welcome Back to Dixieland in a 
circle. We continued to learn Minstrel Montage with a quartet of 
Chuck, Charlie, Daniel and Wally with Bernard Peek singing the 
solo parts. We welcomed Tom back. 


Dave White led announcements. Wilbur gave an update on 50th 
planning. Fleury again spoke about ad selling. Rich noted the 
sing out for Garden Plaza and the dress is Patriotic. Gary 
announced that he has 50th show tickets to sell. Fred passed a 
49 year renewal to Tom.  


After the break we went to the risers and worked on Shenandoah, 
Simple Melody, Ten Feet and Hello Mary Lou. Gary passed the 
Gandy to Tom for his 49 years as a barbershopper. We closed 
with KTWWS.  


A small, but enthusiastic group assembled for the annual Special 
Olympics Track & Field Competition sing out. This was the 24th 
year that the Choo Choo Chorus has sung for this event, and the 
first that Paul missed. And what a day to miss because as shown 
in the photograph, Lindy Blazek was Grand Marshall. We did our 
usual good job of singing the National Anthem on a day when it 
looked like rain, but the rain never came. Steve Wixson 


I prepared a portfolio of photographs for Lamar to use with 50th 
PR. It turned out so nice that I've sent it to businesses that I am 
trying to get to buy an ad. You might like to see it and use it. It is 
attached to this email newsletter. Steve Wixson  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Special Olympic Sing Out


Check out Picture Portfolio


On-Line Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


1987 Choo Choo Chorus April 2, 2012 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sheraton Read House, 7 PM 
(no longer tentative - it's 
scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Ruby Falls, July 21.  


Harmony College, July 20-21, 
Huntsville, AL 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


16 - Joyce Delaney 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Minstrel Montage Quartet 


Birthday and Anniversaries  


Calendar


Birthday


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Hello Mary Lou 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Simple Melody 
7:45 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
8:00 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:10 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - Old Fashioned Girl 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Minstrel Montage 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Paul led warm up with TOS, Down Our Way, My Wild Irish Rose, 
and the Polecat Sweet Roses of Morn. In a circle we worked on 
WBT Dixieland and started relearning Minstrel Montage singing 
both chorus and quartet parts. There were enough who 
remembered it so that went well. We had fun with the Tag. 


Dave White led announcements. Gary has two Gadsden Dixie 
photos that were ordered by someone. Fleury gave a pep-talk 
noting he sold a full page ad to Village VW, and passed out color 
Ad Fliers. Paul gave a summary of progress finding an outside 
quartet for the 50th show. Erby told us Brooks was in Memorial 
Hospital.  


After the break on the risers, we worked on the National Anthem 
for the Naturalization Ceremony sing out. Erby passed the Gandy 
to Lebron. We closed with KTWWS 


Anyone who might be interested in singing in the quartet or 
singing the solo in Minstrel Montage should learn the appropriate 
part. We will put together a quartet if none step up to volunteer. 
Paul 


4 - Wilbur and Mary Strickland 
5 - Niles and Sherry Fowler 


16 - Frank and Joyce Delaney 
18 - John and Cynthia Johnston  


19 - Wendell and Karen Whitmire  
24 - Pat and Margaret Crowe 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Minstrel Montage Quartet


Anniversaries


On-Line Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Paul's Watching You Rehearse August 13, 2012 


MLT, Monday, August 13, 5PM, All 
Saints 


Board Meeting, Monday, August, 21, 
All Saints 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
11th, 6:15pm 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM  


Steve Wixson, Marcellus Scott and I 
met with the new Executive Director 
of Walter Boehm Birth Defects 
Center, Elizabeth Myers, to discuss 
marketing ideas and other topics 
regarding the Christmas program in 
December.  Ms. Myers is a former 
marketing professional and will be 
working closely with the Chorus in 
ticket sales as well as promotions. 
Gary Fisher 


  


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l Paul and Craft  


Christmas Marketing


 


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Wait Til the Sun Shines Nelly 
7:45 Paul - Irish Blessing 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Announcements. Lebron asked members to think about our 
chapter going to Harmony Weekend next year. Wilbur again noted 
that Fall Convention info is on the Dixie website. Gary said we still 
have some 50th Ad money not collected. Wally suggested we 
contact members and try and get them to go to the Fall Dixie 
Convention. Paul took a count of who is going to Contest, and that 
number was 15.  


After Break, the Chattanooguys sang 'I'll fly Away.' We did lots of 
work on When You Wish Upon a Star. Dave Fleury passed the 
Gandy to Chet.  


I've been reading some very interesting comments on the 
Harmonet lately - one discussion focused on the difference 
between "giving your all" and "giving your best".  It's amazing to 
me that choruses such as the Ambassadors of Harmony, 
the Vocal Majority, and the Masters of Harmony are not really 
composed of better singers than the Choo Choo Chorus - 
just singers that are more aware of their capabilities and how 
they contribute to the overall sound of the chorus.  Not 
every bass can hit the really low notes with quality - the "smarter" 
ones may choose to participate in these notes very 
softly, if at all.  The same thing can apply in each of the parts; 
when (if) you come to a note or phrase that gives you 
trouble, choose how you participate in order to maximize the 
benefit to the CHORUS sound. 


When I competed at International with the Music City Chorus, 
there were a couple of very high notes in the bass part 
that other basses could handle much better than I could.  I 
decided that the best thing for me to do (in terms of the 
overall Music City sound) was to pantomime the words with as 
much facial and body involvement as I could.  My brother 
basses took care of the note - I did my best to add to the energy 
and excitement of the phrase.  Be assured, though, 
that I knew 100% of the words and notes, even the ones I chose 
not to sing out loud.  When it came to lower notes that I 
could handle better than some of them, they knew that they could 
count on me. 


How do we make the Choo Choo Chorus better?  By being more 
aware of our own individual capabilities, by making smarter 
decisions based on this improved self-knowledge, and by giving 
our BEST each time we sing together. Paul 


  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Paul and Craft


Online Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


MLT Picks Celebrate Harmony August 20, 2012 


Board Meeting, Monday, August, 21, 
5 PM, All Saints 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
11th, 6:15pm 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l  


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Wait Til the Sun Shines Nelly 
7:45 Paul - Irish Blessing 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Announcements. Wilber noted we are going to change the title of 
the Annual Show to a script that the International has prepared 
called "Celebrating Harmony" since it will be the 75th anniversary 
of the BHS and the 65th anniversary of the Dixie District. You can 
go on line and get the script. Chet passed the Gandy to Rich.  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting
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Niles Fowler August 27, 2012 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Retired Military Officers, Tuesday, 
December 11, 6:30 PM, Walden 
Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l Profile of Niles Fowler  


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Irish Blessing 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Wait Til the Sun Shines Nelly 
7:45 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Chuck led the meeting in place of Paul who was ill. The Polecat 
was Sweet, Sweet Roses of Morn. 


Wally led announcements. We sang a welcome to guest Ed 
Chapman, a friend of Malone. We took a straw vote for a sing out 
to Rock City on Thursday, December 20th, and it is now 
scheduled. Dave Fleury noted that if you want to book a room in 
Tunica on Thursday, you can do that on-line for $49. 


After the break, the Chattanooguys sang Four Leaf Clover, and 
we worked on our contest songs. 


Niles Fowler was born in Lafayette, GA January 1, 1929 (80th 
birthday photo upper right.) Four years after getting married, he 
spent 2 years in the Army, 17 months of which was in Germany. 
He has two children (Tony & Pam), 3 grandchildren, 3 great- 
grandchildren. Niles worked at Combustion who sold out to U. S. 
Pipe a total of 43 years, retiring in 1990. 
 
But the most important of all is that in 1957, he was saved. God 
has blessed his life with singing. With his Lord's help, Niles led 
choirs for 6 churches and sung tenor in 4 quartets (upper left and 
lower right photos.). 
 
Sherry & Niles married in 1980 (lower right photo). They've made 
2 trips by car to the West Coast. They love gardening and being 
entertained by their 2 cats. He enjoys building and rebuilding 
things and using the computer as a means to memorize 
Scripture. They are in the Fellowship Sunday School class at 
Parkway Baptist Temple in Fort Oglethorpe and Niles sings in the 
choir. 
 
Niles has been singing barbershop since 1990. He participated 
in competition several times, went to Harmony College for a week 
in 1993 (upper left photo) and Sherry and he went with the chorus 
on the one week trip to London in 1996-97. 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Profile of Niles Fowler
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Monthly Issue Auguest 6, 2012 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 7 PM 


This week script has Listeners and 
Watchers. See if you are one. 


 


10 - Audrey Gist 
15 - Sherry NIles 
20 - Lindy Blazek 


20 - Clarence Wall 
28 - JW Kirk 


29 - Lebron Brock  


8 - Dave and Carol Collins 
10 - JW and Joy Kirk 


13 - Gary and Marilyn Fisher 
26 - Gene and Alice Huelman  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l Note from Business Manager  


l Ruby Falls Sing Out  


Note Script Change


Birthdays


Anniversaries


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Hello Mary Lou 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Chuck led warm up. Brandon introduced 8 visitors from a Singing 
Camp at his church. As they left at about 8 PM we sang them a 
welcome. There were 27 members in attendance.  


Dave White led announcements. Lebron noted that not every 
young singer at last weekend's Harmony Explosion had support 
and said he would bring that up at the next Board meeting. Wilbur 
noted the Fall Dixie registration and hotel info is not online on the 
Dixie website. We took a vote on the uniform for the Fall Contest, 
and it will be Tux with vest and black accessories. Wally thanked 
Brandon for bringing guests. 


Sixteen Barbershoppers turned out last Saturday to sing for a 
couple of hours to the folks waiting to enter Ruby Falls. It was hot 
but singing in the shade made our job tolerable. We stood "Ten 
Feet Tall" as we "Choo Choo'd" and "Mary Loo'd" the audiences. 
For our efforts we received one bravo, 5 wows and several 
applause. In between sets Paul ask where folks were from. 
Seemed like 1/2 of New Orleans was in line along with 
Minnesotans, Iowans and a Californian. Paul found an out of 
town barbershopper who joined us for one song. During a song a 
tall lady add finger rabbit ears to Paul's head, and later said she 
did that to make us smile (take note singers.) There was a nice 
interchange between a Korean family and the group, and when 
Brooks sang a Korean song in Korean they were surprised and 
then delighted. He learned it in Korea in 1950. It was a fun 
afternoon. Rich 


  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Ruby Falls Sing Out
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Alexian Grove and Four Grand December 10, 2012 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
3:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM. Same dress 
as our show. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Director's Comments  


l Alexian Grove Sing Out 


Calendar


Monday will be an abbreviated rehearsal of CCCC songs with 
rough spots, post-mortem of the show, and chance for quartets 
to show off as mentioned in the CCCCChronicle. 


After clean up from the CCCC rehearsal, we sang thru the show 
with the actors. We closed with KTWWS. 


Well, guys, the big event of the Christmas season is upon us. It's 
been difficult to rehearse our song after wearing ourselves out 
with the CCCC, but you guys have done a great job getting ready. 
Keep working on the songs right up to the show, and I'll see you 
Saturday afternoon. Please be ready to sing on the risers at 3:30 
PM. Thanks for all your efforts. Paul  


36 men performed at Alexian Grove Retirement Home last 
Tuesday to a small, but enthusiastic audience. Slack's voice 
returned for the solo intro to We Need a Little Christmas, and The 
Chattanooguys quartet and as shown above Four Grand 
performed two songs each. The photograph showing Four Grand 
and part of the the chorus is by Alice Huelman.  
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Director's Comments


Alexian Grove Sing Out
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Grubb and Brandon Acting December 17, 2012 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, Canceled. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


We went to the risers and worked on 
the sing out songs. Then back to 
chairs for announcements. Rich 
announced that the Fairview Baptist 
sing out has been posponed until 
next year. Beau noted that there are 
only about 6 weeks until our Singing 
Valentines fund raiser and we need 
quartets. Cameron past a list 
around where people could sign up, 
and the Chattanooguys will coach 
quartets. Gary noted that we had 375 
ticket stubs plus maybe 100 children 
at the show, and we will be close to 
making our goal for Boehm. Fred 
passed renewals to Chet (2 years), 
Wally (7) and Beau (13). Dave Rack 
passed the Gandy to Steve Wixson. 
We closed with KTWWS. 


In This E-mail


l Christmas Party on Monday  


l From the Director  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Highlights From Act 1  


l Directions to the Christmas 


Party 


Calendar


Highlights of Last 
Meeting


Tonight is our Christmas Party at the BX Crossroads and the 
directions are below. There will be no meeting on December 24th 
or December 31. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Next 
meeting is January 7th. 


Along with my congratulations to the CCCC, I want to thank and 
congratulate the Choo Choo Chorus for a very successful 
Christmas season (even though it's not over yet)! You guys 
showed great hospitality to our CCCC guests and really stepped 
up in terms of what needed to happen for a successful show. I'm 
not even disappointed that we missed our mark of 100 men (well, 
may be a little...) because of the wonderful things we DID achieve 
- a huge audience and a large sum of money (still being 
calculated) to donate to Boehm BDC. 


There are still a couple of things to do before we wind up the year, 
so stay involved whenever you can - performances, our 
Christmas party, etc. We've had our last regular Monday chapter 
meeting for the year, so in case I miss talking to you, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year! Hopefully I'll 
be seeing you at a performance or the party, otherwise see you 
on January 7th, 2013! Paul 


As the photograph shows, there was some acting in Act 1 of our 
Christmas Show. Shown are Steve Grubb as Ernie and Brandon 
as the Gost of Chirstmas Past. Steve had the most lines, and 
carried them off to the enjoyment of the audience. Johnny and 
Chuck and Gary all were all memorable. 


The Chorus did one of its better Christmas performances, and 
the Chattanooguys, Four Grand and Rock City 4 sang great and 
got laughs. A night to remember. The photograph is by Shannon 
Edmondson. 


From East I-24 (going to I-75) Take Exit 183 (Germantown Road 
and Belvoir Avenue). At the light go straight (this will be a Terrace 
Road running parallel to I-24). At the next light turn left onto Belvoir 
Avenue. You will go over I-24 and come to another light. Continue 
going straight on Belvoir Avenue. After the light, turn right on the 
second street on your right (Mayfair Avenue). You will go one 
block and see the church on your left. It is at the intersection of 
Brookfield Avenue and Mayfair Avenue. 


From West I-24 (going to Nashville ) Take the second exit (Exit 
183A) after the I75-24 split (Germantown Road and Belvoir 
Avenue exit). You will exit onto a Terrace Road. Go to the first light 
(Belvoir Avenue) and turn right. Turn right on the second street on 
your right (Mayfair Avenue). You will go one block and see the 
church on your left. BBC is at the intersection of Brookfield Avenue 
and Mayfair Avenue. Gary Fisher 


Christmas Party on Monday


From the Director


Highlights From Act 1


Directions to Christmas Party
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Christmas Party Singing December 19, 2012 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


Next Meeting, Monday, January 7th, 
7 PM, All Saints 


The Christmas Party was held at BX 
Crossroads with about 70 in 
attendance. There was an hour of 
fellowship followed by a delicious 
dinner. Steve Grubb MC'd the 
program which ended with the 
installation of officers. We sang a 
few songs to our ladies. Steve 
Wixson passed the Gandy to 
Lebron. Photograph by Milissa 
Wilson.  


In This E-mail


l No Meeting on Monday  


l Reflections from Outgoing 


President  


l Highlights from Christmas Party  


Calendar


Highlights From 
Christmas Party


. There will be no meeting on December 24th or December 31. 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Next meeting is January 
7th. 


Greetings fellow chorus members. I am writing to say thank you 
to all the chapter members, our directors, and especially the 
board members, for the privilege and opportunity to serve as 
president of this chapter for the last four years. The president of 
the USA annually gives a speech called the State of the Union 
address. If I were to give a state of the chapter address for our 
chapter it would sound something like this: 
 
I believe the chapter and the chorus to be better today than at any 
time in the last dozen or so years since I became a member. I 
could back this assertion up with facts too numerous to mention 
here. I claim no credit for this the give credit where it is due - to 
the board, directors, and other members who have been willing 
to take on responsibility and do the work necessary to make us 
what we are today. I don't say they volunteered, but when called 
upon they willingly shouldered the load. 
 
I also believe that this is the best chapter in the BHS. I know this 
is a big claim. We are not the largest and we have not won the 
most championships, but in other ways - ways that are really 
more important - I believe we are the best. I need only point to the 
ways we have made a difference in the lives of individuals and 
made a positive impact on our community to back up this claim.  
No one person could do this. We are what we are because of the 
number of people who are willing to work together, regardless of 
our differences (and they are many), to accomplish our goals.  
 
This is why I feel so privileged to have served this group as 
president and continue to feel privileged to be a member.  
I look forward to seeing the chapter flourish under the new 
leadership and hope the new leaders will have all the help and 
support I have enjoyed for the last four years. 
 
P.S. I want to give special thanks to the board members who 
covered for me during this last year when family responsibilities 
prevented me from performing my duties for the chorus as I 
would have liked to. Lebron 


No Meeting on Monday


Reflections from Outgoing President
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December Issue December 3, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Dixon Center at Lee 
University (same as previous years), 
Cleveland, TN Arrive at 6 PM to 
rehearse for 7 PM show. Dress is 
anything Christmas, colorful 
sweaters, hats and various 
Christmas decor are all welcome. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm, Same dress as our 
show. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
5:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 3 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM. Same dress 
as our show. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l From the Director  


l Party Ticket Deadline  


l Birthdays and Anniversary 


Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Rehearse program with Script/Actors 
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


After clean up from the CCCC rehearsal, we worked on O Holy 
Night, The Christmas Song, Winter Wonderland and Let it Snow. 
Lebron reminded us of the show in Cleveland. Brandon passed 
the Gandy to Dave Rack. We closed with KTWWS.  


We're heading into the home stretch and I'm getting excited about 
our show and performances. I haven't heard the script lately but 
I'm sure the guys are getting it ready - I'd like to run the script 
during our part of rehearsal next Monday night, so we need all 
cast members ready to go. The songs are getting better as we 
learn the "new" notes for this year, so keep up the good work! See 
you Thursday in Cleveland (hopefully) and next Monday 
(definitely)! Paul Blazek 


Deadline for giving me the money for the Christmas party is 
Monday, December 3rd. We still have room for 15 more guests, 
so let me know.Gary Fisher 


6 - Judy Jessee 
13 - Wally Bigby 
19 - Steve Grubb  


  


29 - David and Tanya Fleury 
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Highlights of Last Meeting


From the Director


Party Ticket Deadline


Birthdays


Anniversary
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Officers for 2012 by Milissa December 31, 2012 


Next Meeting, Monday, January 7th, 
7 PM, All Saints 


Officers for 2013 were officially 
installed by KJ McAleesejergins, 
Director of Development for the 


Harmony Foundation. They are from 
the left (and yes, Steve Grubb was 


Photoshopped into the photo, but he 
was heard affirming his installation.) 


Steve Grubb - Program VP 
Steve Wixson - Bulletin Editor 


Lebron Brock - Immediate Past 
President 


Chuck Wilson - Associate Director 
Paul Blazek - Director 


Dave Rack - Board Member 
Rich Ptacin - Business Manager 


Dave Fleury - Board Member 
Charlie Holder - Board Member 


Wilbur Strickland - Music VP 
Marcellus Scott - Public Relations 


Gary Fisher - Treasurer 
Fred Jesse - Secretary for Life 
Wally Edmondson - President 


Cameron Druyor - Membership VP 
(Not shown) 


In This E-mail


l No meeting on Monday  


l Greetings from Incoming 


President  


l Officers for 2013 


Calendar


Officers for 2013


There no meeting tonight. Happy New Year. Next meeting is 
January 7th, and the first order of business will be the 
presentation of the check to Boehm's Executive Director. 


Happy New Year's Eve, everyone! I hope 2012 was as great for 
you as it was for me. I'd like to thank Lebron for his four years of 
service as President of our chapter, and I look forward to getting 
him back in that role some day. For now, it looks like I'm 
supposed to steer this ship, so here's a preview of 2013.  


In January, we will be forming committees for each of our big 
shows and events. We have Valentine's Day in February and 
competition in Gadsden in early March. We will have a weekend 
retreat before Mother's Day to prepare for our big 75th Anniversary 
show, probably in August. Then we host the Fall Convention in 
Chattanooga in early October, the weekend before we get right 
back into Christmas music. 


Your board members have 179 years of Society membership 
between them. This experienced group of singers and 
administrators will be giving it all we've got all year long to make 
the Chattanooga Chapter the model of success in Dixie. In return, 
we only ask you to give your best. Nothing says "successful 
chapter" like quality singing in public and active quartets, so 
memorize your music quickly and accurately and learn to sing it 
with quartet quality. No single thing would improve our chapter 
more than getting a significant number of our members singing 
in pick-up or regular quartets. Who knows? You might even LIKE 
it  


New members wouldn't hurt, either, so be thinking about guys 
you might want to bring to our first rehearsal in January. Tell them 
we will be learning a bunch of new music so they would be on 
equal footing and emphasize the fact that they don't have to be a 
soloist-quality singer for barbershop. Offer to buy them lunch if 
they don't like it! See you next year, Wally 


  


No Meeting on Monday


Greetings from Incoming President
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Pals of Mime February 13, 2012


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of the Last Meeting
From the Crowe's Nest - 50th Planning
Pals of Mime Quartet
Choo Choo Belles Cookbook


Calendar


MLT Meeting, Monday, Feb 13, 5 PM,
Wally's.


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tues, Feb 14.


Valentines Party, Thurs, Feb 16, 6 PM,
Golden Corral in Ft Oglethorpe (said to be
one of the best in the US.)


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-11,


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:00 Chuck leads warm up
7:15 Paul - Polecat - I Love You Truly
7:30 Circle-sing - Paul with Ten Feet
7:45 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo
8:00 Paul - When Somebody Loves Me
8:10 Paul - Ten Feet
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break
8:30 Valentines Quartets
8:40 Risers - Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star
9:00 Paul - A Dream is a Wish
9:20 Paul - Craft 
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS 


Summary of the Last Meeting


Paul lead warm up including Polecat Sweet Rosie of
Morn. Chuck worked on Polecat Let Me Call You
Sweetheart.


Paul worked on Ten Feet in a circle, then Darkness on
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2012, Gadsden, AL.


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, Apr
11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US District Court.


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21 (tentative).


Garden Plaza of Greenbriar Cove,
Thurs, April  25, 7 PM.


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of
Harmony, May 18 or 19 (depending on venue
scheduling)


50th Anniversary Celebration, Fri,
June 1, 5:30 PM, Colonnade.


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 28-30,
Tunica, MS.


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, Oct 6. 


American Harmony


The fillm American Harmony is showing on
the Documentary Channel next Sunday, Feb.
12, at 8pm and 11pm Eastern (5pm and 8pm
Pacific). This would be a great opportunity for
barbershoppers to see the film, and hopefully
get excited about using it for marketing/PR/
membership purposes through the four wall
release plan (see
http://www.americanharmonythemovie.com).
Wilbur


From the Crowe's Nest -
50th Planning


The Planning Team met at Wally's. Lot's of
ideas were discussed. The overall plan for the
50th party was defined, and assignments
were made for team members to contact
people who can help us or who might come
and perform at either the show or party. Pat


the Delta. Chuck worked on When You Wish and Paul
worked on Chat Choo Choo at slow tempo to learn the
syncopation.


Announcements. Wilbur took a count for the Valentines
Party. Mentioned the 50th Planning Team had met.
Frank has already sold 6 Valentines. Paul mentioned the
American Harmony Film will be shown on the
Documentary Channel.


After a break, two quartets sang Valentines songs, the
Chattanooguys and Pat Crowe's quartet. Went to the
risers to work on Dream and WSLM. Paul continue with
craft. Chet surprised Brandon with the Gandy. We closed
with KTWWS. 


Pals of Mime Quartet


Pals of Mime was a very unique quartet that sang
together back in the 1980's. We consisted of Lee
Walker, Bass, Dave Reynolds, Bari, Tom Keegan, Lead
and Jack Lane as Tenor. Lee Walker was a Judge
(SPEBSQSA) at the time and he came up with the idea
that we would appear on stage as mimes and then sing.
We wore all black outfits and had all white (King of
England) hats. When we were introduced, we silently
came on stage pushing brooms like we were cleaning
the floors, and eventually arrived at the mike without
making a sounnd. One of  us would eventually blow a
pitchpipe and we would start singing. We all had white-
face makeup (which was a real killer-1/2 hour just to put
on), and we were a strange, unusual looking quartet. We
had to stop competing because it took so long to put on
the make-up, that we were worn out before we even got
onstage to compete. Tom


The Choo Choo Belles Cookbook


Back in 1994, the Belles published a cookbook and sold
and gave away a lot of them. As part of our 50th
Anniversary Celebration, this cookbook is being re-
issued as an on-line cookbook that you can review by
clicking HERE. Please try some of these recipies and
share the names of your favorites over the next few
months. Mary Strickland


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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  February 20, 2012 


Valentines Party, Thursday, Feb 16, 
6 PM (not 6:30 as mentioned at the 
last meeting), Golden Corral in Ft. 
Oglethorpe. Wear your RED coat 
and a Valentines tie.  


Special Olympics Swim Meet, 
Thurs, March 8, GPS, 9:45 am 
(quartet only) 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-
11, 2012, Gadsden, A 


.Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
Apr 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am  


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21 
(tentative). 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thurs, April 25, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, May 18 or 19 (depending 
on venue scheduling) 


50th Anniversary Celebration, Fri, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, Colonnade. 


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 28-30, 
Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, Oct 6.  


Great work last Monday! Our contest 
songs are shaping up nicely - we 
just need to continue to improve and 
retain our gains each week so we 
can be our best in Gadsden. Please 
remember which nits I picked so I 
can find new ones next Monday. 
Also, please remember the basics 
(same vowel, same time, in tune) to 
make our "unit sound" in each part. 
To quote Hannibal Smith (A-Team), 
"I love it when a plan comes 
together"! Paul 


7 - Marcellus Scott 
12 - Brooks Gist 


28 - Wally Edmondson 


26 - Richard and Ann Poole 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l From the Director  


l Singing Valentines 2012 


l Valentines Party  


l Choo Choo Belles Cookbook  


l Old Newsletters in Archives  


l Birthdays and Anniversary  


Calendar


 


From the Director


 


Birthdays


 


Anniversaries


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Shine on Me 
7:30 Circle-sing - Paul with WSLM 
7:45 Chuck - Darkness on the Delta 
8:00 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:10 Paul - Ten Feet 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor quarteting 
8:40 Paul - A Dream is a Wish 
9:00 Risers - Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:20 Paul - Craft  
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck opened with TOS and led warm up. Paul led a circle sing 
of TFOTG. Paul worked on Darkness on the Delta. 


Dave White led announcements. Wilbur discussed the MLT 
meeting, and reminded us of the Valentines Party on Thursday. 
We will wear our Red Coats. Paul announced the Special 
Olympics T&F on Saturday, April 21. We sang a Happy Birthday 
to Brooks. 


After the break that include some great cake provided by Daniel. 
We went to the risers to work on contest songs; WSLM, Dream, 
WYWUaS and again WSLM that sounded very good. Brandon 
passed the Gandy to Wally. We closed with Wally leading a 
rousing version of KTWWS. 


A big round of thanks to JW and Richard for chairing the 2012 
Singing Valentines fund raiser.- about 60 Valentines delivered. 
And thanks to the quartets, Chattanooguys; Brandon, Brooks, 
Erby and Pat (who said that Brandon wowed everyone); Rock 
City 4 with Wilbur as bass; and Paul, Johnny, Steve G and Dave 
White. 


The first SV photograph via Fleury's cell phone camera came in 
minutes after it was delivered by the Chattanooguys - and as 
you can see above, it's a great picture. They also sang to a101 
year young lady who looked about 70. She had to be helped out 
of her chair, but was spry and had a twinkle in her eye.  


Wilbur reported that RC4 sang to a gentleman yesterday who 
was bedfast with cancer, but he loves Barbershop. After we got 
through singing to him he told his wife that he has had gifts for 
Christmas, Easter, Birthday and all other gifts, but this was the 
best gift that he has ever had. Kinda made us feel good. 


Rich reported that two concerned husbands called ~30 minutes 
before the end of the time window for their quartet visit. One was 
calm - the other appopleclectic. I couldn't find which quartets 
were assigned. I called each back ~ 10 minutes after they called 
and the quartets had arrived. Appoplectic was ecstatic, 
apologized multiple times and said his wife was going to kill 
him when she got home. The other guy almost drove off the 
road when his wife called him. He was most appreciative of the 
jobs we did. 


From all indications, there will be a good turn out for our 
Valentines Party, Thursday, February 16 at 6:00 PM (and not 
6:30 as mentioned at our last meeting.) It will be at the Ft.. 
Oglethorpe Golden Corral which is said to be one of the best. 
Let's pretty it up by wearing our Red Coats with a tie suitable for 
a Valentines Party. 


One of Audrey Gist's favorite recipes is the Broccoli casserole 
on the top of Page 84. You can see the cookbook by clicking 
HERE. You can find the recipe by searching for 84 and then go 
to top of that page. Please try this and other of these recipes and 
report back. Mary Strickland 


I have removed all of the 2010 and 2011 weekly newsletters 
from the website and placed them in a PDF Portfolio that is text 
searchable just like the cookbook. Click Chapter Archive below 
to view them and other goodies. You may have to download a 
new version of the Adobe PDF Reader. Steve Wixson 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Singing Valentines 2012


Valentines Party


The Choo Choo Belles Cookbook


Old Newsletters now in Archive


Chapter Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 
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You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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Valentines Party February 27, 2012 


   


Special Olympics Swim Meet, 
Thurs, March 8, GPS, 9:45 am 
(quartet only) 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-
11, 2012, Gadsden, AL. 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
Apr 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21 
(tentative). 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thurs, April 26 (not the 25 as 
previously listed.), 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, May 19, GPS 


50th Anniversary Celebration, Fri, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, Colonnade. 


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept 28-30, 
Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, Oct 6.  


Fred has an idea - a Parade of 
Costumes worn by the chorus over 
these 50 years. We have our current 
costumes. Collins has the old black 
and white vest. Several guys have 
the engineer overalls and cap. What 
can you contribute?  


If you have any Valentine money that 
hasn't been turned in, please do so. 
You can mail it to me if you can't be 
at Monday's meeting. Do not send 
cash but write a personal check for 
the amount in cash, made out to 
ChooChoo Chorus. My address is 
1910 River Chase Road, Hixson, TN 
37343. I would like for this to be 
cleared by February 29th. Gary 
Fisher 


We tried Audrey Gist's 
recommended recipe, Broccoli 
Casserole, and it was good and 
easy to make. Steve 


One of my favorite recipes is the 
Blueberry Congealed Salad, the first 
recipe in the 'Salads and Soups' 
section. You can view the cookbook 
by clicking HERE. You can find the 
recipe by clicking on 'Salads and 
Soups' in the Table of Contents. 
Please try this and other of these 
recipes and report back. Mary 
Strickland 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Valentines Party Highlights  


l 50th Planning  


l Turn in Singing Valentines 


Money  


l Belles Cookbook Recipe 


Report  


Calendar


 


50th Planning


 


Turn in Singing 
Valentines Money


Belles Cookbook 
Recipe Report


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:17 Chuck - Polecat  
7:32 Circle-sing - Paul with Ten Feet 
7:47 Chuck - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:02 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
8:22 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:32 Quartets 
8:43 Risers - Paul - When Somebody Loves Me 
9:03 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up and worked on Shine on Me. Paul led a circle 
sing of WSLM. Paul shared some insights on what judges are 
looking for when they judge. Chuck worked on DOTD and Paul 
worked on Chat CC. Paul worked on TFOTG and talked about 
how they flew Matt Blazek on wires when they sung it many years 
ago.  


Dave White led announcements. Lebron talked about the 
Valentines Party and our new BOTY - Gary Fisher. Wilbur 
mentioned registering for Contest and that the uniform will be Tux 
pants, Tux tab collar shirt, gold vest, black bow time and black 
shoes. Dave Fleury showed a transparency of the names of the 
businesses that bought an ad for our very first show, and ask that 
members contact them as they are likely to buy again. Also to start 
selling ads to businesses where we spend our money. Rich went 
over upcoming sing outs, and announced a change in policy such 
that we won't be singing at Lookout games. Fred passed out 
renewals to Fleury (5) and Wixson (10). Paul announced we will 
be singing 9th at Contest. 


After the break, the Chattanooguys sang a rousing I'll Fly 
Away.Paul worked on WYWUaS for the rest of the meeting. Wally 
passed the Gandy to Cameron. We closed with KTWWS.  


Our sweethearts from left to right in the center photograph are 
Melissa, Sondra, Mary, Alice, Glenda, Marilyn, Mary, Tanya, Audrey, 
our waitress Hannah, Margie, Karen, Lindy holding 
granddaughter Maddie, and Joyce.  


In one of the chorus' outings nearest to the actual holiday we've 
had in some time, a handsome and hungry group of nearly 40 
gathered at Golden Corral (don't tell Wilbur it wasn't the Golden 
Gallon) in Ft. Oglethorpe for a celebration and recap of the recent 
success we enjoyed with Singing Valentines 2012. Based on the 
emcee's recommendation, many tried the pan-seared shrimp 
with Alfredo sauce and were not disappointed. Doubtless the joint 
lost a little money based on the amount of food we consumed 
and all appeared to have a good time. Our too-thin waitress, 
Hannah, did a great job clearing plates and keeping glasses 
refilled. We rewarded her with a stirring rendition of Heart of My 
Heart. 
 
By my feeble count and memory, we delivered 67 valentines, of 
which 65 were paid gigs. Gary announced that close to $2,000 
had already been collected. Special thanks were given to Richard 
Poole and J. W. Kirk for spearheading the effort, to Beau Christian 
for manning the phones the most, and to Frank Delaney for 
selling the most. All quartets that performed were represented 
and at least one member from each took a few minutes to share 
a special memory from the valentines they delivered. Lebron 
Brock had some presidential words for us, and Paul Blazek 
thanked the special ladies in our lives for sharing on this holiday 
devoted to love. Last year's BOTY recipient, Dave Rack, presented 
this year's award to Gary Fisher. Gary's wife and daughter were 
present to share the evening. He was very surprised and caught 
speechless, much to the delight of everyone attending. Congrats, 
Gary; and thanks for all your hard work! 
 
We closed out the evening by singing When Somebody Loved 
Me, Ten Feet Off the Ground, and Keep the Whole World Singing 
The Chattanooguys sang a special I Love You, Truly to Sasha in 
the adjoining dining room as she celebrated her sixth birthday. 
We disbanded a little after 8 PM, very full and satisfied that all had 
enjoyed a nice evening of food, fun, fellowship and Barbershop 
harmony. Steve Grubb, Emcee 


Some trivia is that the chapter has had three names in its lifetime 
- Rock City Chorus, Mountain City Chorus, and Choo Choo 
Chorus. Membership has fluctuated between a high of 60 early in 
its life, to a low of 12 some years later. We have had at least 12 
different directors, some as interim only, and then, Paul Blazek, 
for 25 years. The chorus has had at least 12 different meeting 
places since organizing in 1962, including briefly at the home of 
our president at the time. Fred 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting
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From our Historian


On-Line Archive 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Selling a Show Ad in 1965 February 6, 2012


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of the Last Meeting
A Prayer for Jerry
From the Chapter Historian
From the Crowe's Nest - 50th
Sell 50th Ads Now


Calendar


50th Planning Meeting, Mon,
Feb 6, Wally's. Everyone
welcome.


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tues,
Feb 14.


Valentines Party, Thurs, Feb
16, 6 PM, Golden Corral in Ft
Oglethorpe (said to be one of the


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:00 Paul leads warm up
7:15 Chuck - Polecat
7:30 Circle-sing - Paul with Ten Feet
7:50 Paul - Darkness on the Delta (DOTD)
8:00 Chuck - Wish Upon a Star
8:10 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo (CCC)
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break
8:30 Valentines Quartets
8:40 Risers - Paul - Dream is a Wish
9:00 Paul - When Somebody Loves Me
9:20 Paul - Craft 
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS 


Summary of the Last Meeting


Paul led warm up for the 30 guys who attended. Chuck in
preparation for Singing Valentines led Heart of My Heart. He also
had Brandon teach some vocal exercises done with the other group
he performs with. Paul worked on Ten Feet in a circle sing.


Paul reintroduced an old favorite Darkness on the Delta. A VLQ of
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best in the US.)


Dixie Spring Convention,
March 9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Naturalization Ceremonies,
Wed, Apr 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30
PM, US District Court.


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21
(tentative).


Garden Plaza of Greenbriar
Cove, Thurs, April  25, 7 PM.


Annual Show, Fifty Year
Parade of Harmony (no longer
titled Disney), May 18 or 19
(depending on venue scheduling)


50th Anniversary
Celebration, Fri, June 1,
Colonnade.


Dixie Fall Convention, Sept
28-30, Tunica, MS.


Sweet Adelines 50th Show,
Oct 6. 


A Prayer for Jerry


I received a message from a
fellow Shriner that Jerry is not
doing well, and asked for our
prayers for Jerry and his family.
Pat


From the Crowe's
Nest - 50th
Planning


There will be a 50th Anniversary
planning meeting next Monday at
5 PM at Wally's. Items to discuss
include; music, script, history,
program, budget, former member
searching, press relations, and
more. Pat


old-timers gathered in the front and sang the song, and we all sang
the song once. Chuck worked on WYWUaStar. Paul reintroduced
Chattanooga Choo Choo by talking us thru the breathing spots in the
song, and then we all sang it. Both went well for a first time.


Wilbur announce the 50th Party is a the Colonnade on Friday, June
1. He needs someone to handle show tickets. Wally introduced two
guests. Paul announced that the fall Dixie Convention will be held in
Tunica, MS on September 28-30, and hotel and contests are in the
same place.


After a very short break, the quartet of Fred, Wilbur, John, and yes,
Ron Weaver, sang Heart of My Heart. We went to the risers and
worked on WSLM. Paul's craft for the night was around MWIRose
noting that a perfect score is when every man sings the same vowel
at the same time on the same pitch. Wilbur passed the Gandy to
Chet, and we closed with KTWWS.


Homework for next Monday. Here are some things to
concentrate on when reviewing your music this week: Ten Feet Off
The Ground - flow in the intro, notes in the tag. When She Loved Me
- proper notes in the bridge ("so the years went by..."), accuracy of
melody leaps for leads ("WHEN SOME-body LOVED ME, everything
was beautiful...") Wish Upon A Star - unaccented beats. Paul


Sell 50th Ads Now


Frank, Steve W and I designed a flier to help us all sell ads for the
50th program. It was shown at last Monday's meeting, and can be
downloaded by clicking HERE. It is based on our charitable singing,
and presents a powerful argument to potential ad buyers.  Present
this opportunity to every business where you spend your money. 
WE NEED THEIR SUPPORT!


We really need to jump on the bandwagon and sell ads NOW. At
this time of year the advertising budgets are getting disbursed
rapidly or the money is getting set aside for advertising somewhere
later in the year. We need to hit up businesses while they still have
money that has not been earmarked for other advertising. HIT THE
STREETS RUNNING or we are going to be left out. Anyone that
sells the inside front, inside back OR the very back cover needs to
send out an e-mail like this one and reply to all.  That way everyone
knows what we have left, so that we don't sell the back cover twice. 
We need this money for the chapter and to put on a 50th celebration
that will be remembered for the next 50 years.  Dave Fleury


From the Chapter Historian


It is hard to see in the above photograph, but General Admission for
the 1965 show was $2, and reserved $3.


I found lots of notes written by David Reynolds during his tenure as
Historian. One note says, "The Rock City Chorus competed and was
disqualified for using a "gimmick" on stage. In 1964, they competed
in"Ghost" costumes which were attached to a drop bar overhead. 
The sheets were removed by pulling them up to the drop bar when
the performance was over."  Another note says, "Rock City Chorus
was disqualified in the chorus competition because they took props
(a large sheet, designed to make them look like ghosts) on the
stage, but didn't carry it off (it was pulled off from offstage)."  I
wonder what the two songs were!  Fred


 



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/50thAdFlier.pdf
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The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


The Check Presentation January 16, 2012


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Summary of the Last Meeting
From the Music Leadership VP
From the Chapter Historian
From the Treasurer
From the Crowe's Nest


Calendar


Planning Meeting for 2012,
Saturday, January 14, Wally's at East
Ridge at I-75, 8:30AM. All Members
invited.


Valentine Fund Raiser,
Tuesday, February 14.


Dixie Spring Convention, March
9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL.


Garden Plaza of Greenbriar
Cove, April  (exact date to be
determined.)


Our Disney Show, May 2012


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:00 Chuck leads warm up
7:15 Paul teaches a Tag
7:25 Paul - TFOTG
7:45 Chuck - Polecat
7:55 Paul - Wish Upon a Star
8:10 Chuck - GBA and SSB
8:20 Dave White - Announcements and break
8:30 Quarteting - Scott, White, Jackson and Fleury
8:40 Risers - Paul WSLM 
9:00 Chuck - GBA and SSB
9:08 Paul - Dream is a Wish
9:26 Gandy and KTWWS


Summary of the Last Meeting


Gary opened the meeting by assembling everyone on the risers
for the check presentation of $5,130 to Sharree Stoker, Executive
Director of the Walter Boehm Birth Defects Center.


Paul lead warm up with DOW. Chuck worked on the Tag to Give
a Little Whistle. Paul worked on Dream, and Chuck worked on
WSLM. Paul worked on Ten Feet starting with the learning CD
and adding a slide at the end. Chuck worked on When You Wish
Upon a Star.


Chuck led announcements. Gary thanked everyone for their work
resulting in the largest Christmas Show donation ever. Marcellus
talked about advertising for the upcoming Singing Valentines
fund raiser. He passed out business sized cards with a red heart
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50th Anniversary Celebration,
Monday, May 16 ()


From the Crowe's
Next


" A goal without a plan is just a wish "
:  Antoine de Saint-Exupery


As brought up last Monday, the
chapter will be celebrating our 50th
anniversary this year. We want to
make this a real celebration by
putting together a program befitting
the occasion. Inviting all past and
present members, directors, and
maybe past visitors ( if that is
possible) and the public. We will be
having a planning meeting, so come
and help the chapter. In this  "brain
storming " session, we are looking
for any thoughts, ideas, viewpoint,
etc.  Saturday morning Jan 14th. 8:30
AM at Wally's Ringgold Road @ I-75,
East Ridge. If you can't be there,
don't be hesitant  to bring any
comment or suggestion  to me, as a
project like this will need everyones
input to be successful. This could
open the door to increase 
membership. 


 Another quote:    " It is amazing what
you can accomplish if you do not
care who gets the credit " Pat


From the Treasurer


The question has  been asked of how
much money has been given to the
Walter Boehm Birth Defects Center
since 2007.  The answer is that the
Choo Choo Chorus has helped
families of children born with birth
defects to the tune of $17,756.08.


Thank you to each and every one of
the Chorus members and those in
the Community Chorus who have
participated in our Christmas
programs to make this possible.


and explanation, and asked everyone to give them out as person
to person advertising. Wilbur noted the Dixie convention fee is
now $39 and late the late fee is $49. He took a poll of who is
competing at Gadsden, and most everyone is going. We will soon
have assigned riser positions for rehearsing our contest songs.
He also reminded us of the Saturday planning meeting. We need
a Disney show Chairman. Pat also reminded us that Saturday's
meeting will include 50th anniversary planning, and expects the
basic plan to be set.


Wally passed out the new 'I Sing' buttons, and asked us to wear
them everywhere. Rehearse your elevator speech for when
someone asks you about the button. We sang a welcome to
guests Al and Dutch.


Tom talked to Dave Reynold's sister, and he is not doing well
being confined to a wheel chair. Dave Rack told us that Sondra
has been home for a month and is doing better.


After a short break, the quartet of Fred, Wendell, Charlie and
Chuck sang Let me Call You Sweetheart. Chuck worked on
Dream, and Paul spent the rest of the meeting on WSLM. We
closed with KTWWS.


 


From the Music Leadership VP


If you want to see YOUR Chorus grow and improve over the next
year or so, be at the meeting Saturday, at Wally's in East Ridge
at 8:30 AM.  We will have a good breakfast and get down to some
real business.  Bring your thoughts and wishes for the future of
the Chorus and we will discuss them.  Pat Crowe will discuss
some of his thoughts on the upcoming 50th Anniversary of the
Chorus and is going to need volunteers to help make this happen.


Nobody likes CHANGE but everyone can ADJUST, so we are
going to make some ADJUSTMENTS to the TRAIN so we can
have more fun, sing more, and still have a great sounding
Chorus. Wilbur


From the Chapter Historian


I have a copy of the program for the charter presentation for the
Rock City Chapter of the SPEBSQSA.  It states there that the
Society informed the Chorus on May 17, 1962, that its charter had
been granted.  The charter presentation show and production of
"Parade Of Harmony" took place at the City of Chattanooga High
School Auditorium at 8:15 PM on Saturday July 14, 1962.  More
about this important milestone in later items. Fred.
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Deters Installs 2012 Officers January 2, 2012 


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday, 
February 14.  


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-11, 
2012, Gadsden, AL. 


Our Disney Show, May 2012 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Monday, July 16 () 


The marines may be looking for a 
few good men. But, I not only believe, 
but know there are more than a few 
in the chorus!!.... As Chairman of our 
50th anniversary celebration, I'll be 
asking you for your assistance, to 
make this a memorable event.  Got 
ideas? .. To paraphrase a former 
presedent..." Ask not what the 
Chorus can do for you, ask what you 
can do for the Chorus" We'll have a  
brainstorming meeting in the near 
future. Pat Crowe 


Marcellus Scott 


  


The newsletter will continue in its 
current format, and there will be 
profiles of more members. 
Contributed article are appreciated. 
Steve Wixson 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Notes from our Officers and 


Chairmen.  


l From the Crowe's Nest  


Calendar


From the Crowe's 
Nest


From the Publicity 
Chairman


From the Bulletin 
Editor


  


  


 


2011 was a great year and I'm looking forward to 2012 for a lot 
of reasons - Mid-Winter Convention (in Tucson - let's go!), 
Singing Valentines (get in a quartet!), Spring Convention and 
Contest (Gadsden, AL - plan to be there!), the Disney show 
(start brushing up on what we've already learned and get ready 
for some more!), International Contest (with Nashville, but you're 
all invited to join us in Portland!), Fall Convention and Contest 
(TBA - are you as excited as I am?), and the 2012 CCCCCC 
(100 or bust!), not to mention our community performances (and 
personally, my judging gigs). Whew!!! 
 
Who could you NOT want to be a part of this? I'll bet there's 10 
new guys (20? 30?) out there just waiting to be asked to share 
the harmony (musical and personal) that is the Choo Choo 
Chorus.  Make it a personal goal to find one of them in 2012. 


According to my (sometimes faulty) memory, 2012 will mark 50 
years of existence for the Chattanooga Chapter and 25 years 
of directing by your truly.  Let's find a way to make the most of 
these marketing/publicity opportunities. Paul Blazek 


There will be a huge push for new members this year at the 
Society level. To help attract new members, I will be passing out 
"I Sing" buttons that we should wear whenever possible. Let's 
let people know about our hobby! I'll be signing us up for 
Operation Harold Hill when registration opens in early January.  
The Society will be helping us grow. You can read more about 
OHH here: http://www.operationharoldhill.com/  
Wally Edmondson 


The Music Team will meet on the second Monday of each 
month beginning on January 9.  JW and Richard are co-chairing 
Singing Valentines and quartets need to be getting their acts 
together so we will have enough quartets so the Chattanooguys 
won't have to do it all.  Wilbur Strickland 


Dave White 


  


I counted 18 sing outs for last year, and Dave Rack gave me his 
file of contacts. In it was a  program from the chorus 
performance in May 2008 at UTC. There is a history of the 
chorus on one of the pages and it indicated the chorus was 
formed on 5/17/1962. As for 2012, the target is to exceed this 
years 18 sing outs and increase the number of repeat clients 
( Alexian, Ruby Falls etc). Rich Ptacin 


Script for Monday's Meeting


From the President


From the Director


From the Membership VP


From the Music Leadership VP


From the Program VP


From the Business Manager
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The Planners January 23, 2012 


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tues, 
February 14.  


Valentines Party, Thurs, Feb 16, 6 
PM, Golden Corral in Ft Oglethorpe 
(said to be one of the best in the US.) 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-
11, 2012, Gadsden, AL. 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
Apr 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21 
(tentative). 


Garden Plaza of Greenbriar Cove, 
Thurs, April 25, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony (no longer titled Disney), 
May 18 or 19 (depending on venue 
scheduling) 


50th Anniversary Celebration, Date 
to be determined  


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, Oct 6.  


The first Fifty Year Parade Of 
Harmony meeting was part of the 
Music Planning Meeting (see right 
column summary.) 


The Annual Show is now titled Fifty 
Year Parade of Harmony. Tentative 
performance date is May 18 or 19 (a 
venue site has not yet been 
confirmed.) 


Nothing is written in stone at this 
time, as others will be approached 
for their assistance to make this a 
successful event.  


The Sweet Adelines are celebrating 
their Fiftieth in October. Paul is in 
discussion with their program 
coordinator who will bring up to their 
board the possibility of shared 
appearances on each 
other's shows. 


There will also be a big party for 
chorus members, wives and 
significant others, and lots of guests 
(date and place to be determined.) 


Remember :  Nothing  is impossible, 
the word itself says, " Im possible" 


1 - Niles Fowler 
19 - Marilyn Fisher 


20 - Gene Huelman 
22 - Steve Wixson 
23 - Grady Rhoden 


23 - Bill Slack 
23 - Carol Collins 


23 - Clarence and Sally Wall 
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From the Crowe's 
Nest - 50th Planning


Birthdays 


Anniversaries


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Sweet and Lovely 
7:30 Circle-sing - Paul with Ten Feet 
7:50 Chuck works on GBA & SSB 
8:00 Paul works on Wish Upon a Star 
8:15 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:25 Quarteting 
8:35 Risers - Paul WSLM 
8:50 Paul - Wish Upon a Star 
9:15 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  
 


Chuck led warm up, and Paul led the Tag From the First Hello. 
He then worked on Ten Feet, Chuck worked on the Polecat You 
Tell Me Your Dream, and Paul finished the first segment with 
WYWUaS. 


Announcements. Lebron asked for a show of hands for those 
singing for Singing Valentines. There were many so Marcellus 
wrote down their names, and asked they get organized during 
the break. Rich announced new sing outs to the Gold Star Wives, 
April 21st (still a bit tentative), and the Judge wants us back for 
the April 11th morning and afternoon Naturalization Ceremonies. 
Wilbur passed out a membership survey, and talked about chair 
room and riser permanent seating assignments.  


After the break, the quartet of Johnny, Fred, Fleury and Marcellus 
sang Heart of My Heart. Paul worked on WSLM, Chuck worked 
on GBA and SSB. Paul closed with Dream is a Wish. Pat passed 
the Gandy to Wilbur. We closed with KTWWS. 


The Music Planning meeting was held Saturday, January 15, at 
8:30 AM at Wally's restaurant in East Ridge. As shown in the 
photograph above, attending were Wilbur Strickland, Paul 
Blazek, Pat Crowe, Gary Fisher, Lebron Brock, Lamar Owens, 
Dave Fleury, Marcellus Scott, Steve Wixson,  David Rack, Rich 
Ptacin, Niles Fowler (not shown), Steve Grubb (not shown), and 
Frank Delaney.  
 
This was not a gripe session, but a planning session. 
Discussion topics included the upcoming Valentines Day Fund 
Raiser, the need for a current reertoire, the use of assigned chair 
and riser positions, things to make the meetings fun, etc. Wilbur 
had prepared a questionnaire that was reviewed by the group. 
This questionnaire was passed out at the meeting, and the 
results will be discussed in future MLT meetings. 


  


Here are a few more things from the 1962 Chapter Charter show 
Parade of Harmony program. The show quartets were: Left-Over 
Four, Atlanta; Gay 
Ninety-Four, Knoxville; 
Orbit-Aires, Huntsville; 
Bama-Chords, 
Birmingham; and 1962 
Dixie District 
Champions - The 
Dignitaries.  Choruses 
were: Knoxville Sweet 
Adelines Chorus; 
Atlanta Peachtree 
Chorus; and Knoxville 
Smokeyland 
Chorus. Of course we, 
the Rock City Chorus, 
performed as well.  I 
wonder what might 
have been sung on 
that show. Must have 
been a fun night. Click 
HERE to see the 
complete Charter 
Program. Incidently, 
how about a show 
titled 50 Year Parade of Harmony? We can select songs from 
previous shows - I have programs from nearly all of them.  Fred 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Summary of the Planning Meeting


From the Chapter Historian


Charter Program Cover
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Quartets & Birthdays


Charter Members at Top January 30, 2012 


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tues, 
February 14.  


Valentines Party, Thurs, Feb 16, 6 
PM, Golden Corral in Ft 
Oglethorpe (said to be one of the 
best in the US.) 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-
11, 2012, Gadsden, AL. 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
Apr 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Gold Star Wives, Sat, Apr 21 
(tentative). 


Garden Plaza of Greenbriar Cove, 
Thurs, April 25, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony (no longer titled Disney), 
May19. GPS. 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, Colonnade. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, Oct 6. 
 


The Colonnade has been booked 
for Friday, June 1, for the 50th 
Anniversary Party. Pat 
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From the Crowe's 
Nest - 50th Planning


7:00 Chuck/Brandon leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Heart of My Heart 
7:30 Circle-sing - Paul with Ten Feet 
7:45 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:00 Chuck - Wish Upon a Star 
8:10 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - Paul WSLM 
9:00 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
9:20 Paul - Craft 
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck opened the meeting with TOS, and Paul lead warm up. 
Chuck worked on the Polecat Sweet and Lovely. In a circle sing, 
Paul worked on Ten Feet with lots of hand motion, some of which 
could be performance moves. Chuck worked on GBA & SSB, verse 
1. Paul finished the first session with WYWUaS. 


Announcements. Gary noted the fridge died. Also we donates 
$6445 to the Harmony Foundation from our basket giving. Wilbur 
note the annual show will be on May 19, and he is the Show 
Chairman. Lebron encourage Valentines quartets to get ready. We 
sang a Happy 75th Birthday wish to Grady and Steve W. The break 
featured a birthday cake shown above. 


There were two quartets as shown above. The first with Brandon, 
Pat, Brooks and Erby and the second with Chuck, Marcellus, 
Wendell and Niles, both singing I Love You Truly. 


Paul arrange the chorus using the magnetic board. We worked on 
WSLM for the rest of the meeting. We closed with KTWWS. 


The refrigerator in the copy room has died and will be buried 
sometime in the near future. If you have an extra one at home you 
are not using, would you consider donating it to the chapter? Gary 


Thanks to all those who contributed to the 'Passed Basket' 
throughout the year. We collected $625 and that went to the 
Barbershop Harmony Foundation. You guys make be proud to be 
a part of such a generous group. Gary  


The top photograph shows the charter members of the Rock City, 
now Choo Choo, Chorus. If you know the names of any of these 
members, please let me know. Fred 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


We need a Fridge


From the Treasurer


From the Chapter Historian
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Wally and his 
Supercomputer 


January 9, 2012 


Valentine Fund Raiser, Tuesday, 
February 14.  


Dixie Spring Convention, March 
9-11, 2012, Gadsden, AL. 


Our Disney Show, May 2012 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Monday, May 16 () 


Be sure and get spiffed up for a 
photo opportunity Monday night.  
We will take a group photo of the 
chorus presenting a check to 
Sharree Stoker of the Walter 
Boehmn Birth Defects Center 
with our net proceeds from the 
Christmas show and sing-outs.   
Gary Fisher 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Profile of a Member - Wally 


Edmondson  


l Dress Up for a Photograph  


Calendar


Dress Up For a 
Photograph


7:00 Paul leads Warmup 
7:15 Chuck - Learn Tag  
7:25 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
7:35 Chuck When She Loved Me 
7:45 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:05 Chuck - Wish Upon a Star 
8:25 Dave White - Announcements and Break 
8:35 Quarteting with Holder, Fleury, Johnny and Fred 
8:40 Paul - Polecat 
9:00 Risers - Chuck - Dream is a Wish 
9:15 Risers - Paul - When She Loved Me 
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS 
9:30 Meeting Evaluation - Wilbur 


The youngest of three children, Wally was born at Erlanger in 
February of 1979. He was raised in Dayton, TN, and attended Rhea 
County schools until he moved to Ft. Oglethorpe in 1997 to study 
computer science at UTC. He received his BS is 2001 and went to 
work in the Chattanooga area. He met his wife in the academic trivia 
club at UTC in 2000 and they married in 2004.  He became the 
Systems Administrator for the SimCenter National Center for 
Computational Engineering and the Graduate School for 
Computational Engineering at UTC in 2003, a post he still holds 
(photo shows his supercomputer.) 


Wally's best friend in high school bought the 1990 Quartet Contest 
CD at a music store in Chattanooga. They listened to the Acoustix 
sing "I'm Afraid the Masquerade is Over" and knew they had to form 
a quartet ASAP. The quartet they cobbled together just before 
Christmas of 1996 was called Three Guys and a Q-Tip because of 
Wally's (bass) enormous afro at the time. The tenor went on to 
become a professional operatic countertenor in the Portland, OR, 
area and the baritone is studying for his doctorate in choral 
conducting at UK. In his last semester at UTC, someone told Wally 
about the marquee at the Tivoli saying something about 
barbershop, so he checked it out and attended a Saturday evening 
show not long before the Four Voices won gold in Portland in 
2002. Singing the Star-Spangled Banner with hundreds of guys was 
addictive, but he couldn't he couldn't visit with the Choo Choo 
Chorus at the time due to his commitment to the UTC trivia team on 
Monday nights. Later, having retired from trivia, he saw a quartet 
sing with the Chattanooga Symphony for a baseball-themed 
show. He got some info from a card in the lobby and attended his 
first meeting a week before the "Radio!" show in 2007. He joined as 
quickly as he could and sang bass for over a year, switching to lead 
for Christmas when leads were needed, then to tenor when he 
noticed poor Fred having to carry the part by himself at several 
singouts. In 2009, the Chattanooguys needed a new tenor and 
Wally jumped at the chance, rocketing that quartet to International 
Gold in Intheirdreams, AZ.  He has held the office of VP of Chapter 
Development since January of 2009.  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Profile of a Member 
Wally Edmondson
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50th Show Quartets July 16, 2012 


International Webcast, Sunday, July 
15th, 2:00 PM, Paul's house.  


Board Meeting, This Monday, July 
16, 5:30 PM, All Saints 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Thanks to Chatter Magazine for 
including 50th party photographs in 


the July issue. To see individual 
photographs click HERE.  


 
 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


Chatter Magazine 
50th Party Photos


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Darkness on the Delta 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Chuck - Maggie 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


We sang a welcome to visitors Malone Everett (Charter Member) 
and Bud Press. Rich passed around the 50th Party photos from 
Charter Magazine (see below.) He read an email from Barry 
thanking Steve W for editing the 50th Show Program. Fred 
passed a 22 year renewal to Pat. Paul gave a summary of last 
week's International Convention in Portland (Nashville with Paul 
came in 7th.) He invited everyone to a webcast of the event on 
Sunday (see below.) We went to the riser and worked on craft 
using MWIR for tall-front sounds.  


For those of you wanting to see what International Contest 
performances are like, I will be holding a webcast party at my 
house on Sunday, July 15, starting around 2 PM and lasting until I 
can't stand having you guys there anymore (or you all go home). 
We can pick and choose performances from the 51 quartet 
quarter-finals (20 semi-finals and 10 finals) and the 28 choruses. 
We might even watch some of them more than once! I will have 
the grill fired up with a supply of hot dogs, hamburgers, and brats. 
If you are coming, please call me at (423)503-4935 so we can 
coordinate the bringing of side dishes and beverages, and I can 
get a head-count. Also, if you've never been to the house, I can 
help you find it AND a place to park. See you Sunday! Paul 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Portland Webcast at Paul's House
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2003 Disney Show July 2, 2012 


Music Man Intro, Friday, June 29, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 6:30 PM. 
Costume is Chorus Polo Shirt, 
Khaki pants and brown shoes. 


Music Man Intro, Saturday, June 30, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 7:00 PM. 
Costume is Chorus Polo Shirt, 
Khaki pants and brown shoes. 


Music Man Intro, Sunday, July 1, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 2:00 PM. 
Costume is Chorus Polo Shirt, 
Khaki pants and brown shoes. 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


The Chorus WILL sing the National 
Anthem at the Tivoli on 6/29, 6/30 
and 7/1 prior to the start of The 
Music Man. We've been asked to 
arrive at the theater no later than 
6:30pm on Friday to determine if we 
need to be miked for our 
performance. Plan to arrive by 
7:00pm on Saturday and 1:30pm on 
Sunday. Doors open for each 
performance 30 minutes before 
show time. Show times are 7:30pm 
Friday and Saturday and 2:00pm 
Sunday. Rich 


In This E-mail


l No Meeting this Week  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Holiday Greeting From Director  


l Music Man Sing Out Update  


Music Man Update


No meeting tonight - 4th of July holiday, and Paul is off to 
International in Portland. 


The Polecat was 'You tell me your Dreams.' Georgia on My Mind' 
had swaying.  


Announcements. The Christmas Show will be on Saturday, 
December 8th at GPS, and Marcellus volunteered to be Show 
Chairman. Wally introduced returning guest Neal and Charter 
Member Malone Everett, and we sang them a welcome. Dave 
White thanked Wally and Marcellus for organizing Guest Night 
and also Gene for making the guest songbooks. He also 
reminded us of the Dixie Harmony Weekend coming up and told 
about how much fun it is.  


We went to the risers and the quartet of Brandon, Pat, Erby and 
Rich sang 'Heart of My Heart' followed by the Chattanooguys 
singing 'Irish Blessing.' 


The MLT met last Monday and selected Disney as the theme for 
the 2013 Annual Show. The photo above is from the 2003 Disney 
Show. The flags in the background represented the major 
countries with Barbershop Chapters.  


Happy Fourth of July! I hope you and your family have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday. See you on July 8th (our next regular meeting 
night) or at the Music Man anthem performances. Paul 


  


No Meeting This Week


Last Meeting Highlights


Disney Selected as Annual Show 


Holiday Greeting From Director
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Chatter Magazine of 50th Party July 23, 2012 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28, arrive 11:30 for 
sing out from noon to 2 PM. Dress is 
chorus polo shirt and khakis. 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 7 PM 


 


The next sing out is at Ruby Falls on 
Saturday the 28th. Arrive at11:30am. 
We sing from noon until 2:00pm in 
short intervals with a break in 
between each interval. The outfit will 
be chorus polo shirt and khaki 
trousers.  Rich 


   


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l Note from Business Manager  


l Chatter Magazine 50th Party 


Photos  


Note from Business 
Manager


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Hello Mary Lou 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


The warm-up tag was the Toyland Tag from this month's 
Harmonizer. Wilbur noted the Christmas Show is Dec 8 at GPS 
with show title of What's The Dickens. Show Chairman, 
Marcellus, noted that we need some actors. Dixie Fall Convention 
is at Gold Stripe Casino and Resort outside of Tunica, MS, and 
contest songs are When You Wish Upon A Star and Welcome 
Back to Dixieland. Gary noted there is still quite a bit of 50th Ad 
money not turned in. Rich reminded us about Ruby Fall next week 
and dress is polo shirt and khakis. Dave White reminded us 
about Dixie Harmony this weekend and Wendell is going. Fred 
had two renewals, Charlie for 3 years and Frank for 10.We sang a 
welcome to guests Neal and Charter Member, Malone Everett. On 
the risers, there was more tall-forward vowel craft to My Wild Irish 
Rose and When You Wish Upon A Star. Brooks passed the 
Gandy to Gene.  


Thanks to Chatter Magazine for including 50th party photographs 
in the July issue. The three Charter members who attended, Ken 
Pendergrass, Frank Gonger, and Donald Vance are in the upper 
right corner. The Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boys and their wives 
are on center left. 1977 Barbershopper of the year, Winston 
Knowles, and his wife are in the upper center. Former Director, 
Charles Stanbery, is bottom center, and you know the rest. To 
see individual photographs click HERE. To bad they couldn't 
show everyone. The above page from Chatter Magazine reprinted 
with permission.  
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


1992 Christmas Show July 30, 2012 


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 28, arrive 
11:30 for sing out from noon to 2 PM. 
Dress is chorus polo shirt and 
khakis. 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 7 PM 


 


The next sing out is at Ruby Falls on 
Saturday the 28th. Arrive at 11:30am. 
We sing from noon until 2:00pm in 
short intervals with a break in 
between each interval. The outfit will 
be chorus polo shirt and khaki 
trousers.  Rich 


James Coulter, who was a very 
active member and who donated the 
train engine model in our chair 
room, had a fall with brain injury in 
January. His son, Rob, says that he 
will not likely recover and asked for 
prayers 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l Note from Business Manager  


l 1992 Christmas Show Photo  


Note from Business 
Manager


James Coulder 
Update


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Hello Mary Lou 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Paul led warm up and continued the tall-front vowel production 
craft used to end the last two meetings. 


Announcements. Rich reminded us of the upcoming Ruby Falls 
sing out on Saturday. Fred passed a 3 year renewal to Marcellus. 
Wally introduced guests Charter Member Malone Everett and 
Greg Utermahlen from the Keystone Capital Chapter here visiting 
his mother. 


We went to the risers and worked on songs for the Ruby Falls 
sing out. Gene passed the Gandy to Steve Wixson. Guest Greg 
lead KTWWS. 


It is not too early to talk to friends about joining this year's 10th 
Anniversary Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus. 


The above photograph was from a 1992 show titled 'The Music of 
Christmas' held at either the Tivoli or the UTC Fine Arts center. 
Paul StoneI was directing the Provident Chorus (an SATB group 
of Provident employees) and they were the special guests for the 
show. They sang 7 numbers and followed with combined 
choruses singing Silent Night. David Carroll was MC, and Ronald 
Mcdonald House was the charity. Paul Stone was also the Choo 
Choo Chorus assistant director and sang baritone at the time. 
[Note: Paul Stone was musical director for the recent Music Man 
shows that we opened singing the National Anthem.] 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Music Man Show at Tivoli July 9, 2012 


MLT Meeting, This Monday, July 9, 
5:30 PM, All Saints 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


3 - Tom Keegan 
3 - Debbie Southerlin 


4 - Janet Wixson 
8 - Art Southerlin 
9 - Mary Rhoden 


16 - Pat Slack 
23 - Margie Brock  


20 - Rich and Sheila Pracin 
21 - Brooks and Audrey Gist 
25 - Erby and Glenda Erwin  
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l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Music Man Sing Out  


l 50th Show Program On-Line  


l Birthdays and Anniversaries  


Birthdays


Anniversaries


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Darkness on the Delta 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Chuck - Maggie 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


This past weekend, A large number of members sang the 
National Anthem as the introduction to the Music Man Production 
at the Tivoli, and several sang at all three performances. The 
show was produced by Closed Door Entertainment with former 
member, Paul Stone, the Musical Director. There were two 
evening performances on June 29 and 30 and a matinee on July 
1. Chuck directed two of the sing outs. Our efforts were well 
received by the audiences and the Music Man cast members.  
Director, JC Smith, said he'd like to work together in the future.    
Rich 


If you want to show people our 50th Anniversary Program, copy 
and email this link or to see it now just click it. 
http://arleensweb.com/Archives/50thProgram.pdf.  
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Bring a Costume Thursday June 11, 2012 


Extra Show Rehearsal, Thursday, 
June 7, 7:00 PM. Bring Show 
Costume 


Open House/Guest Night. Monday, 
June 18. 7:00 PM 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 PM 
at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Tickets, Tickets, Tickets. Gary 


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Message from our Director  


l Message from Music VP  


l Sell 50th Tickets - Fill those 


Seats  


Sell Tickets - Fill 
Those Seats


7:00 Chuck - Warm Up 
7:15 Paul - Georgia On My Mind 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Darkness on the Delta 
7:45 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
8:00 Paul - Maggie  
8:20 Announcements/Break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:45 Paul/Chuck - Risers - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray  
9:00 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star/Simple Melody 
9:20 Paul - Craft 
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


We worked through the show program skipping only a couple of 
songs.  


Dave White led announcements. Paul thanked everyone for 
Friday night - very meaningful for him (we gave him a 25 year 
plaque and Wixson showed some Blazek video/audio highlights.) 
It was great to see Dave Reynolds at the party. Wally reminded us 
of Guest Night/Open House on June 18th. Volunteer to drive a 
guest to the meeting. Invite wives to the Open House. Maybe they 
can meet together. Wilbur said "Let's Put On A Show." Gary asked 
guys for the number of tickets sold - planning on how many 
programs to order. Rich noted the National Cemetery lady was 
impress with our singing last weekend. There is a paint day on 
Tuesday. Fleury noted we've sold $6,500 in ads. Benny passed 
the Gandy to Dave Collins.  


Another great rehearsal Monday night!  Show time is approaching 
quickly - lets put in the extra work to make a great sound and wow 
our audience.  Speaking of audience, it's not too late to sell 
tickets - I just sold three more this morning.  We have a program 
full of ads - let's bring in the audience to read them and enjoy the 
show.  See you Thursday night for a fast-paced hard-working 
rehearsal! Paul 


THANK YOU to each of you who worked so hard to make our 50th 
Anniversary Party a huge success and to those who have worked 
diligently on our show and are continue to do so. I appreciate your 
enthusiasm, your cooperative attitude, your patience through the 
rough spots, and your willingness to go the extra mile. 


To each chorus member, it is your job to sell the tickets to our 
show. We have put much time and effort into the show as part of 
our 50th celebration, we need to share it with our family and 
friends. 


The Music Leadership Team will not meet Monday, June 11. The 
next MLT meeting will be July 9, Wilber 
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50th Anniversary Show June 18, 2012 


Board Meeting.Monday, June 18, 
5:00PM, All Saints, Bring sack 
dinner.  


50th Anniversary Open House/ 
Guest Night, Monday June 18, All 
Saints, 7:00 PM. Invite a guest.  


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Please turn in any show or ad 
money as soon as possible. Gary 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l 50th Anniversary Show Thank 


You  


l Turn in Show and Ad Money  


Turn In Show and  
Ad Money


Vocal Warmups (15-20 mins) 
2 Pole Cats (Open to guests) Sweet and Lovely and Let me Call 
You Sweetheart (10 mins) 
Hello Mary Lou (15 mins) includes time for fine tuning 
Paul Blazek selection (chosen in advance) 
BREAK: Refreshments, Tag Singing in Riser Room (15 mins) 
Guest participation (Paul Conducts) 20-30 mins 
Chorus performing for guests. Best Songs (Disney, etc. 30 mins) 
Close (GANDY, KTWWS) 


There was a brief review of the show - more later. Paul passed 
out Old Fashion Girl and we worked on that for the rest of the 
night leaving early. 


Annoucements. Wally asked those bring food for the Open House 
to not forget. He got a show of hands for how many guests have 
been asked, and again suggested driving them here. Lebron 
said there would be a Board Meeting at All Saints on Monday. 
Gary request ticket money be turned in. Dave Collins passed the 
Gandy to Steve Wixson. We closed with KTWWS.  


The really BIG 50th anniversary show turned out to be just that - 
because of all the dedication and hard work of all of you who 
helped in so many ways. According to many in the audience the 
show was fast moving and exciting, and the theme of moving 
from one decade to the next worked very well. Many commented 
that the show was our best to date. 


Thank you to each of the quartets and to the chorus for the 
fantastic singing which everyone thoroughly enjoyed. Thank you 
to 
Gary Fisher, Ticket Chairman, food, and Script writing, David 
Fleury and Frank Delaney, Ads Co-chairmen (and each person 
who sold an ad), Steve Wixson, program, set design, and many 
other duties, Linda Toups, Stage Manager, Lamar Owens, 
publicity (TV, radio, newspaper), Pat Crowe, anniversary party 
chairman, Dave Rack, Daniel, Brandon, Lebron, Linda, AJ 
Hanson (Steve Ws grandson) and all the others who helped with 
setting up and moving equipment both to and from All Saints and 
on stage and to the ladies who helped with the tickets and 
programs. Wilbur 
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50th Open House/Guest Night June 25, 2012 


MLT Meeting, Monday, June 25, 5:30 
PM 


Music Man Intro, Friday, June 29, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 6:45 PM 


Music Man Intro, Saturday, June 30, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 6:45 PM 


Music Man Intro, Sunday, July 1, 
Tivoli, Assemble at 1:15 PM 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


The chorus was invited to sing the 
National Anthem at the Tivoli prior to 
the start of "The Music Man" musical 
presented by Closed Door 
Entertainment. We will sing on 6/29 
and 6/30 @7:30 pm and at the 2:00 
pm Sunday Matinée (7/1). The outfit 
will be polo shirt and khaki trousers. 
Rich 


With 35 seconds to go, our 
revitalized chapter rooms welcomed 
our Open House/Guest Night 
visitors. Someone said it was a 
miracle as the mess that was 
created by painting. framing and 
50th show props disappeared into 
the storage room by members who 
arrived early. Special thanks to Rich 
and his paint crew of Pat, Chet, Dave 
Rack, Fred, and Charlie, and Steve 
W and his picture crew of Daniel, 
Rich, and Marcellus. There are 
some finishing touches left, but all in 
all our facilities are outstanding.  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlight  


Music Man Gig


Chapter Rooms 
Revitalized 


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Georgia on My Mind 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Darkness on the Delta 
7:45 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose/Don Gray 
8:00 Chuck - Maggie 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


The Open House/Guest Night was a big success. We had 20 
guests and 8 of those sang with us. Chuck lead warm up and 
introduced the 'Carolina Tag.' Visitors received a song packet and 
Paul took songs from that starting with Hello Mary Lou. He gave 
an overview of Barbershop to our visitors and we continued 
singing.  


We broke for two large tables of refreshments and a lot of good 
fellowship. We reassembled on the risers, and as shown in the 
photo, with our guests in front. We sangs several songs as did 
the Chattanooguys and Four Grand. Paul gave our guests some 
closing thoughts. Steve Wixson passed the Gandy to Wilbur for 
chairing the 50th Anniversary Celebration. We closed with 
KTWWS, and people stayed around for quite a while.  


Big thanks to everyone who helped us pull off a great guest night! 
Dave White and Marcellus deserve my gratitude for meeting over 
breakfast one morning and hashing out the details and writing it 
down. Over half of the chorus volunteered to bring food or food 
accessories and it looked like everyone followed through on their 
commitments. It's always a treat to ask for volunteers and get that 
sort of response on the first try. I never heard "no" when I asked 
anyone to help out. Thanks again, Wally 


Thanks to lots of people - those who invited and/or brought 
guests, those who welcomed them and made them feel part of 
our organization, those who performed quite well for our guests 
(in particular Chattanooguys and Four Grand), and those who 
provided refreshments. I thought the program went very well, and 
I received lots of positive comments from our guests. One lady, 
who sings in various groups herself, commented to me on how 
well the chorus followed the director - I had noticed it as well and 
thank you guys for the effort you displayed and the entertainment 
you provided. Our next big events are the fall contest and the 
Christmas show, and the music team is already starting work on 
next year's show, so we'll be polishing existing repertoire and 
looking to add some new songs for Christmas and next year. 
Keep up the good work! Paul 


  


I thought the show was excellent. Having the quartets perform 
really added a lot to the show. I conclude we need to promote  
forming more quartets and quartet singing to add to our sing out 
capabilities. 


The party invitees obviously enjoyed their past barbershop 
participation. They came, some long ways, and they eagerly sang 
the old songs. People don't forget good experiences. 


Finally, I didn't know many of the old timers at the party but the 
conversations, the picture montage and the presentations gave  
me an appreciation of the past and how we continue the 
traditions today. Rich 
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Thanks from Paul


50th Reflections by Rich
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Monthly Issue June 4, 2012 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade in 
Ringgold 


50th Show Production Meeting, 
Monday, June 4, 6 PM, All Saints, 
Finalize staging of show. 


Paint Work Party, Tuesday, June 5, 
10 AM, All Saints. Start on mirror 
room. 


Extra Show Rehearsal, Thursday, 
June 7, 7 PM. 


Open House/Guest Night. Monday, 
June 18.  


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 PM 
at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


2 - Gary Fisher 
3 - Art Southerlin 
5 - Rich Ptacin 


10 -Tanya Fleury  
18 - Erby Erwin 


21 - Tom Keegan  


4 - Johnny and Sally Jackson 
5 - Steve and Janet Wixson 
18 - Fred and Judy Jesse 


22 - Art and Debbie Southerlin 
24 - Lebron and Margie Brock  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Message from our Director  


l The National Cemetery Sing 


Outs  


l Sell 50th Tickets - Fill those 


Seats  


l Birthdays and Anniversaries  


Calendar


Birthdays


Anniversaries


7:00 - 9:28 Show preparation as needed 
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck had more timing exercises. Pat review party plans and 
noted that there are 92 attending. Wilbur gave a show update and 
noted that a show production meeting would be next Monday. 
Only a few members wore their costume to the meeting, so next 
Monday we are asked to bring on hangers whatever we are 
planning to wear on stage for the show. Gary noted that money 
has been received for only 134 tickets. We need to sell ticket so 
we have someone to sing to.  


Thanks for your hard work leading up to the show - our songs are 
in good shape and I'm getting excited. Having said that, it's now 
an issue of the work we do in the next two rehearsals to polish 
and raise our default level of performance that will make the 
biggest difference in our impact on the audience. Perform, 
perform, PERFORM! Energy, energy, ENERGY! I feel like the 
announcer at a monster truck rally, but everything that improves 
our habits makes it easier to do our best. Please sing every day 
as we get closer to the show - listen critically to yourself and fix 
the little mistakes that keep popping up - don't go join the Army, 
but make it a personal goal to "be all that you can be." Paul 


The Choo Choo Chorus has sang at these events for years, and 
it gets a bit routine. However, particularly for the Memorial Day 
Sing Out, there was a freshness to it. Wilbur noted that during the 
reading of those who had died this past year, the geese on the 
lake behind us were at attention and all looking at bell ringer. And 
for the first time in my memory, a woman from the Army was the 
guest speaker and presented the history of women in the military. 
Then on the way out, I walked beside Mayor Littlefield and 
thanked him (as had Paul earlier) for our Proclamation. He noted 
that we always sound good, and I told him the reason - practice, 
practice, practice. I'm not the only one who finds this sing out 
worthwhile - we had 19 for Scout Flag Day and 21 for Memorial 
Day, and I suspect we will be there next year. Steve Wixson 


  


I have received money for 47 Anniversary show tickets to date. 
That is very disappointing for a Golden Anniversary show that we 
have put months and really years of effort preparing for. 
Especially after last Monday's rehearsal when you've got to admit 
we sounded really good and you know it's going to be a great 
show. Sell those Tickets - Fill those Seats.. Gary 


The next paint party will be Tuesday, June 5th at 10 AM. Rich 
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The National Cemetery Sing Outs


Sell Tickets - Fill Those Seats


Next Paint Party
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Jerry Bradwell - The Clown March 12, 2012 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-
11, 2012, Gadsden, AL. We go into 
the Matrix at 11:30 AM Central 
Time. Dress is tux pants, tux tab 
collar shirt with black studs, gold 
vest, black bow tie and black socks 
and shoes. See Summary to the 
right for more info. 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sheraton Read House, 7 PM 
(no longer tentative - it's 
scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, May 19 (date may 
change) 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Jerry Bradwell Obituary  


l Belles Recipe of the Week  


Calendar


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat  
7:30 Paul - Circle - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:00 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:10 Paul - Darkness on the Delta  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - Paul - Discuss Contest 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Repertoire Songs 
9:20 Paul - Craft  
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up and spruced up TOS a bit. We went to the 
risers and Paul work on WYWUaS. 


Dave White led announcements. Wilbur went over last minute 
Dixie Contest information. Registration is at the Hampton Inn 
which is where the bus will pick us up at 11:30 AM CST (if you do 
not take the bus, be at Wallace Hall, 1001 George Wallace Drive, 
at 11:50 AM.) Fred passed a 2 year renewal to Cameron. 


We went back to the risers to work on Dream. We finished with 
both contest songs as a package. Charlie Bright passed the 
Gandy to Marcellus. We closed with KTWWS.  


 


Singing brother, Jerry Daniel Bradwell, of Chattanooga, passed 
away Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at Hospice of Chattanooga 
after a long battle with cancer. He is survived by his wife, Connie 
Hanes Bradwell; mother, Grace Lankford; two sons, Jerry "Sam" 
Daniel Bradwell II and George Timothy Bradwell; daughter, Susan 
Bradwell Smith; several grandchildren, greatgrand-children; one 
brother and sister. Memorial services will be held at a later date. 
Jerry was also an Alhambra Shriner, and as shown in the 
photograph from the 2012 Alhambra Clown Calendar, a member 
of their Clown Unit. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to: 
Hospice of Chattanooga: Hospice Memorial Fund at 411 
Oakwood Drive, Chattanooga, TN 37416. 


We tried last week's recipe, the Spiced Pecans, and while it is a 
bit messy to make, it is another winner. Steve 
 
One of Glenda Erwin's favorite recipes is Fresh Peach Pie from 
the Dessert section. You can see the cookbook by clicking HERE. 
Mary Strickland 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Jerry Bradwell Obituary
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Pops in the Park Concert March 19, 2012 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sheraton Read House, 7 PM 
(no longer tentative - it's 
scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Pat Crowe suggests you try his 
recipe for Green Herb Dip under 
the Appetizer Section (2nd recipe.) 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Dave Cadwell Obituary  


l Belles Recipe of the Week  


Calendar


Belles Recipe of the 
Week


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Bill Grogans Goat 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
7:45 Paul - Simple Melody 
8:00 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:10 Paul - Darkness on the Delta  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - Georgia on My Mind 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Repertoire Songs 
9:20 Paul - Craft  
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up with TOS. We sang it a second time with Paul 
singing the 'Patter' text.  


In a circle sing, we worked on Chatt Choo Choo. The sheet music 
for Simple Melody was passed out and we started learning that. 
With lots of us remembering it, it sounded good quickly. We 
finished singing while marching military style around the circle. 


Paul led a long discussion about the Dixie Convention. He again 
apologized for not being able to direct us due to Dave Cadwell's 
funeral. Dave Fleury passed out Ad Fliers and Order forms, and 
encourage us to sell 50th ads. Fred passed renewals to Gene (3) 
and Gary (8). Both Wilbur and Pat gave updates on 50th planning. 


We went to the risers and worked on WSLM, TFT (fixing some 
tuning issues.) Our rendition of WYWUaS must have been good 
as a mouse ran through the open door to listen to us. Wendell on 
Marcellus' behalf passed the Gandy to Steve W. We closed with 
KTWWS. The afterglow found several guys chasing after the 
mouse singing the Mickey Mouse Medley. 


  


Christmas Chorus singer and close friend of Paul Blazek died 
early Tuesday a week ago. Dave was a Vietnam veteran, a 
graduate of Covenant College and a retired network analyst for 
TVA. The funeral was on the following Saturday. In lieu of flowers, 
send donations to New City Fellowship or Celebrate Recovery. 
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Logopedics Award 1996 March 26, 2012 


50th Party Planning meeting. Sat., 
March 24 at 9:30 AM at Fairview 
United Methodist Church, 2112 
McFarland Ave. From Chattanooga 
South on US 27, turn Right on 
Battlefield Parkway (GA HWY 2 ), 
left on Schmidt. Phone 706-866 -
9827. Coffee & pastries will be 
available. 


50th Show Planning meeting. 
Monday, March 26, 5 PM, All Saints 
Building. Bring a sack dinner.  


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 
21, Sheraton Read House, 7 PM 
(no longer tentative - it's 
scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, 
Friday, June 1, 5:30 PM, 
Colonnade. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Harmony College, July 20-21, 
Huntsville, AL 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Logopedics Award  


l  


Calendar


7:00 Paul leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Bill Grogans Goat 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Simple Melody 
7:45 Paul - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:00 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting 
8:40 Risers - Old Fashioned Girl 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Minstrel Montage 
9:20 Paul - Craft  
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Paul led warmup working on Leads to fix a bad note in TOS. The 
Tag was I don't see the Good in Goodbuy. Chuck's Polecat was 
Bill Grogen's Goat.  


In a circle, Paul worked on Simple Melody with lots of physical 
motion and Ten Feet with lots of work on the bridge. We sang thru 
Darkness on the Delta twice. 


Dave White led announcements. Wilbur gave us a first look at the 
50th show song list. We will have a 50th show planning meeting 
before Monday's meeting. Pat has scheduled a 50th Party 
planning meeting (see calendar.) Fred announced renewals for 
Wally Bigby (4 years), Al Clairmont (9), Bill Slack (18), Collins (27) 
and Wilbur (22). Wally went over members who have missed two 
weeks.  


After a short break, we went to the risers and worked on Georgia 
on My Mind. Wendell on Wixson's behalf passed the Gandy to 
Erby. We closed a bit early with KTWWS. 


In 1964, the Society adopted the Institute of Logopedics in 
Wichita, Ks., as its International Service Project. The Institute, now 
known as Heartspring, offers programs to develop 
communication skills for those with physical and behavioral 
disabilities, including hearing loss, language and behavior 
disorders, learning disabilities, mental retardation and multiple 
handicaps. Over the years the Society's chapters, quartets, 
auxiliaries, and friends have contributed over $12 million to the 
research and educational programs of the Institute.  


Shown in the photograph is the Dixie District's Trophy presented 
to the Choo Choo Chorus in 1996. From the left, Dave Collins, 
Randy Goff, James Coulter and Fred Jesse.  


As we spruce up our rooms for the 50th celebration, the Wall of 
Fame behind them is very interesting.  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Summary of the Last Meeting


Logopedics Award


On-Line Archive 
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Monthly Issue March 5, 2012 


Special Olympics Swim Meet, 
Thursday, March 8, GPS, 9:45 am 
(quartet only) 


Dixie Spring Convention, March 9-11, 
2012, Gadsden, AL. We go into the 
Matrix at 11:30 AM Central Time. 
Dress is tux pants, tux tab collar shirt, 
gold vest, black bow tie and black 
socks and shoes. 


Naturalization Ceremonies, Wed, 
April 11, 10:30 AM & 1:30 PM, US 
District Court. 


Special Olympics Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 21, McCallie 9:30am 


Gold Star Wives, Saturday, April 21, 
Sheraton Read House, 7 PM (no 
longer tentative - it's scheduled) 


Garden Plaza of Greenbrier Cove, 
Thursday, April 26, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, May 19 (date may change) 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM 


50th Anniversary Celebration, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, Colonnade. 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 28-
30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Show, October 
6.  


Income - $2,747; Expenses - $312; 
Net income - $2,435. Gary 


I just tried last week's recipe, the 
Blueberry Congealed Salad, and 
again another treat. If you're not trying 
these, you're missing out. Steve 
 
One of Margaret Crowe's favorite 
recipes is Spiced Pecans from the 
Appetizer section. You can see the 
cookbook by clicking HERE. Mary 
Strickland 


12 - Sondra Rack 
13 - Charlie Holder 


17 - Pat Crowe 
18 - Johnny Jackson 


24 - Glenda Erwin 
25 - Beau Christian 


25 - Dave Fleury 
29 - Glenda Holder 


29 - Cynthia Johnston 
30 - Richard Poole  


7 - Dave and Sondra Rack 
18 - Grady and Mary Rhoden 
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l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Summary of the Last Meeting  


l Jerry Bradwell Died Tuesday  


l Other Contest/Convention 


Activities  


l Valentines $ummary  


l Backstage Quartet  


l Belles Recipe of the Week  


l Birthdays and Anniversary  


Calendar


 


Valentines $ummary


Belles Cookbook 
Recipe of the Week


 


Birthdays


 


Anniversaries


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat  
7:30 Risers - Paul - Dream is a Wish 
8:00 Paul - When You Wish Upon 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Valentines Quartets 
8:40 Risers - Paul - Dream is a Wish 
9:00 Paul - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:20 Paul - Craft  
9:25 Gandy and KTWWS  


Chuck led warm up and worked on the Polecat My Wild Irish 
Rose. We went straight to the risers where Paul did some 
tuning on the same song, and that was our craft for the meeting. 
We worked on Dream and Wish until break. 


Dave White led announcements. Lebron noted there are other 
singing opportunities at Contest including Joe Barbershop 
Chorus and a Sunday morning Gospel Chorus. Check the Dixie 
District website. Pat announced there will be a 50th planning 
meeting after Contest. Paul noted that Dave Cadwell who has 
sung in the CCCCC for years in very sick in the hospital and 
needs our prayers. Rick has confirmed that we will sing for 
Scout Flag Day. Fred passed a 2 year renewal to Wendell. 
Wendell with the floor and having a conflict that won't allow him 
to go to contest, needs a volunteer to drive the riser trailer to 
Contest.  


After the break (where we had time to look at the new fridge that 
Gary got at an unbelievable price) we went to the risers and 
worked on all three possible contest songs. It was a bit late, but 
someone requested Ten Feet, so we sang that once. Cameron 
passed the Gandy to young Charlie and we closed with 
KTWWS. 


A gospel barbershop chorus will sing in a church in Anniston, 
Ala Sunday mo44rning after the contest on Saturday. Food will 
be provided for lunch. There is no fee. To sign up and get music 
- click HERE and on the home/convention page click on 
"Register" (even if you have already registered for the 
convention) - a window will appear that lists 4 events you can 
register for. Click on the "Gospel Chorus" register button and 
you can read about it and sign up if you wish. 


Don't miss Saturday night of the contest. Newer members 
should be advised that the best part of any contest is the 
Saturday night Quartet Finals and performances by the winning 
choruses and previous Quartet winners. If you have to miss 
something, don't miss Saturday night!! 


If any who have never been to contest have questions they can 
contact me at LBrock2020@yahoo.com for information. Lebron 


Pastor Jim Bennett from the Fairview Baptist church called me 
and said that loyal and long term member, Jerry Bradwell, died 
on Tuesday afternoon. Arrangements are not yet known, and 
members will be notified by email when we know more. Dave 
Rack 


The Backstage 4, shown in the photograph, was formed in 1978 
by Dan Bruns (tenor). Dan had been singing with Three Ds and 
a Dad, consisting of Charlie McDowell, his sons Dennis and 
Danny, and Dan. They had decided to change tenors and when 
Dan was asked if "his quartet" was available for a local dinner 
theater production of Girl Crazy, he didn't have one. He asked 
David Mills (lead), Dave Reynolds (baritone), and Paul Blazek 
(bass) if they were interested. They were, and the Backstage 4 
was born. They performed in the show at the Backstage Dinner 
Theater (hence their name) and entertained patrons with 
additional songs during intermissions. They were having so 
much fun they registered the quartet and began competing. 
They performed many times over the next seven years at 
festivals like the Color Cruise, Prater's Mill, and Ketner's Mill. 
They even sang as the opening act for the movie Showboat back 
when movies were shown on the main barge at Riverbend. They 
attended Harmony College four years in a row and were the first 
(and as far as we know, the only) quartet to "graduate" with the 
degree "Bachelor of Song". Somewhere along the way they 
figured out that most people knew a quartet consisted of four 
people, so they dropped the 4 and became simply Backstage. 
They competed at every opportunity and placed as high as 3rd in 
District competition, performing as headliners at a few chapter 
(and Sweet Adelines chapter) shows along the way. One 
audience favorite was their rendition of Old MacDonald Had A 
Farm. The quartet broke up in 1985 when David Mills moved to 
Houston. Paul 
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  May 14, 2012 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 8:30 AM 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM. 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade in 
Ringgold 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 PM 
at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28 (Date change) 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


3- Margaret Crowe 
18 - Cameron Druyor 


20 - Chuck Wilson 
22 - Nancy Owens 
27 - Sheilla Ptacin 
28 - Sandy White 


23 - Wally & Shannon Edmondson 
25 - Paul & Lindy Blazek 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Paint Rooms Project  


l Heritage of Harmony Show  


l Sell 50th Tickets & Ads  


l Birthdays and Anniversaries  


Calendar


Birthdays


Anniversaries


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - Shenandoah 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:10 Chuck - Hello Mary Lou 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground & Chat Choo Choo 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - God Bless America & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Wilbur gave an update on the program for the 50th party. Chuck 
passed the Gandy to Wendell.  


We want to paint both practice rooms before the June 18th Open 
House. I will send out a schedule of work sessions next week. 
Please contact me (1bearcub@comcast.net) if you can help. Rich 


This was the Society's 50th anniversary show that many chapters 
put on in 1988. Nashville, Chattanooga, and Huntsville chapters 
put on a joint show in each of their towns. We rehearsed at 
Motlow College near Winchester, TN. Paul was our director; Larry 
Deters was Nashville's director. It was a great show with lots of 
music to learn. There was one medley that was pages and pages 
long. It's still in our library.  


Also, it was Don Bruce's (a charter member) last gig. He was 
dying of cancer, but insisted on singing on the three shows. He 
died shortly after the last show. Barry Owens  


  


Gary has tickets to sell for the 50th show. Please take at least ten 
tickets at $15 each. Children 12 and under are free and do not 
need a ticket. I will take cash or check. 
 
Dave Fleury noted that we've sold enought ads to pay for printing 
the 50th program, and the rest will help pay for show and party 
expenses or go to fund this year's budget.  
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1996/7 London Trip May 21, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Saturday, May 19, 
Conn Center, Cleveland, 7 PM. 
Featuring Vocal Spectrum. 


Paint Work Day, Friday, May 18, All 
Saints, 10:30 AM 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 7:30 AM 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM. 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade in 
Ringgold 


Extra Show Rehearsal, Thursday, 
June 6, 7 PM. 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 PM 
at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28 (Date change) 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Paint Rooms Project  


l 1996/7 London Trip  


l Sell 50th Tickets & Ads  


l  


Calendar


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Shenandoah 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:10 Chuck - Hello Mary Lou 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground & Chat Choo Choo 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - God Bless America & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


We spent more time on Shenandoah than the script allocated. 
Wilbur gave a report of the MLT meeting. Dress for the show will 
be fun and is any uniform ever worn in Contest. We will wear 
them to the May 28th rehearsal. Rich reminded us about Scout 
Flag Day (assemble time is 7:30 AM) and Memorial Day sing 
outs. He also passed a list around for people who need chorus 
name tags. Fred passed a 22 year renewal to Chuck. Wally 
welcomed Dave Collao back. Marcellus ask for help for planning 
the June 18 Guest night/Open House. Paul had tickets to sell for 
the Cleveland show Saturday, May 19th. Also there will be one 
Thursday night show rehearsal on June 7th at 7 PM.  


After the break, the quartet of Chuck, Wilbur, SteveG, and Fred 
sang Radio which has been added to the show. The 
Chattanooguys sang Little Street Where Old Folks Meet. Wendell 
passed the Gandy to Steve Grubb..  


The first work party to repaint our rooms is Friday, May 18th 
starting at 10:30 AM. First tasks are to move stuff away from the 
walls and prepare the surfaces. Rich 


Without doubt, the international highlight for the chorus came the 
winter of 1996 when Youth Music of The World invited us to jolly 
old England. Unfortunately, that turned out to be one of the 
coldest winters on record for the UK, one that many of us still rue 
to this day. The experience was well worth the difficulties of 
shivering our way across England. Plus, those of who sang 
Chattanooga Choo Choo and When You Wish Upon a Star from 
the top of a double- decker bus rolling down the streets of 
London will never forget those two numbers. It was a grand time 
had by all! Sadly, whenever I see Mickey's ears I feel a cold chill. 
Steve Grubb 


Gary has tickets to sell for the 50th show. Please take at least ten 
tickets at $15 each (to fill the auditorium we need to sell 20 each). 
Children 12 and under are free and do not need a ticket. I will take 
cash or check. 
 
Dave Fleury noted that we've sold $2,720 of ads for 50th program, 
and we have less than two week to sell more. This money will 
help pay for show and party expenses or go to fund this year's 
budget.  
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Sell 50th Anniversary Tickets May 28, 2012 


Paint Work Day, Friday, May 18, All 
Saints, 10:00 AM 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 7:30 AM, 
Patriotic Uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM. 
Patriotic Uniform 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade in 
Ringgold 


Extra Show Rehearsal, Thursday, 
June 6, 7 PM. 


Open House/Guest Night. Monday, 
June 18.  


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 PM 
at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28  


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


May 3 - Dave and Sandy White 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  
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Outs  
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l Wear Show Costumes Monday  


l Sell 50th Tickets - Fill those 
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l Plea from Chapter Historian  


Calendar


Missed Anniversary


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Shenandoah 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - National Anthem 4th Verse 
8:10 Chuck - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - Ten Feet Off & Hello Mary Lou 
9:00 Paul - When You With Upon a Star & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Wilbur announced that 86 people have paid to go to the 50th Party 
with a few more planning on attending. Fred passed a 21 year 
renewal to Benny. Wally reminded us about the Open 
House/Guest Night on June 18th. He is asking members to bring 
something to eat. If you have someone in mind to ask, he 
suggested buying them a ticket to our 50th Show.  


We sing at the National Cemetery twice this Memorial weekend. 
Arrive Saturday at 7:30 for Scout Flag Day and 10:30 Monday for 
Memorial Day in patriotic uniform (red jacket, white shirt, blue 
pants and blue tie.) Rich 


The second work party to repaint our rooms is Friday, May 18th 
starting at 10:00 AM. We will finish painting the chair room and 
start on the mirror room. Rich 


This Monday is sort of a dress rehearsal in that we will dress up 
in our show costumes to see how they look. If you have extra 
older costumes, bring them in so we can make sure we have a 
good balance.  


I have received money for 47 Anniversary show tickets to date. 
That is very disappointing for a Golden Anniversary show that we 
have put months and really years of effort preparing for. 
Especially after last Monday's rehearsal when you've got to admit 
we sounded really good and you know it's going to be a great 
show. Sell those Tickets - Fill those Seats.. Gary 


As we prepare for our 50th Anniversary, I again make a plea for 
historical items to add to the archives including old photos with 
dates and names if possible, programs, newspaper clippings, 
score sheets, copies of the 'Blender' newsletter, old music, 
tapes, records, and almost anything barbershop related. Thanks, 
Fred 
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Sum-R-Fun Quartet May 7, 2012 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 26, 
National Cemetery, 8:30 AM 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 28, 
National Cemetery, 10:30 AM. 


50th Anniversary Party, Friday, 
June 1, 5:30 PM, at the Colonnade 
in Ringgold 


Annual Show, Fifty Year Parade of 
Harmony, Saturday, June 9, 7:30 
PM at GPS 


Dixie Harmony Weekend July 20-
21, Huntsville, AL 


Ruby Falls, July 28 (Date change) 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Gary has tickets to sell for the 50th 
show. Please take at least ten 
tickets at $15 each. Children 12 and 
under are free and do not need a 
ticket. I will take cash or check. 
 
Dave Fleury noted that we've sold 
enought ads to pay for printing the 
50th program, and the rest will help 
pay for show and party expenses or 
go to fund this year's budget.  
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l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Last Meeting Highlights  


l Sum-R-Fun Quartet  


l Garden Plaza Sing Out  


l Sell 50th Tickets & Ads  


Calendar


Sell Tickets & Ads


7:00 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - Hello Mary Lou 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
7:45 Paul - Minstrel Montage 
8:00 Paul - Dream is a Wish 
8:10 Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star  
8:20 Dave White - Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground & Chat Choo Choo 
9:00 Paul/Chuck - Shenandoah & Simple Melody 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


[This section is now titled Highlights and no longer includes 
information that can be found in last week's script.] 


Wilbur gave a 50th update. Paul remarked about our good sing 
out performance at Garden Plaza and the great audience 
interaction. Steve Wixson summarized his progress on selling 
50th ads. Fred gave Brandon his membership certificate and Paul 
his Man of Note. Paul's craft was on intervals with some vocal 
exercises. Tom passed the Gandy to Chuck. 


In the fall of 1974 when someone said, "Hey, would you like to 
sing in a quartet"?, four guys said "I'll give it a try" to each other. 
That's when Sound Impression was formed with Bruce Koepcke - 
lead, Jack Lane - tenor, Tony Songer - bass and Charlie Stanbery 
- baritone. 


That lasted through the spring district contest of 1974 (where we 
placed 3rd) when Bruce had an employment transfer out of state. 
Robert Smith them joined the remaining three and they became 
know as Sum-R-Fun (pronounced "summer fun"). Jack Lane then 
had to leave the group and was replaced by Bill Bice. Since then 
leads have been Tom Keegan, Larry Case and Danny McDowell 
who is the present lead. 


Sum-R-Fun never won any contests, but had a lot of fun 
entertaining. Even though we are not active as a quartet, our love 
for barbershop harmony continues. Tony Songer and Bill Bice 
now sing in the Sound of Tennessee Chorus in Cleveland. From 
the left in the photograph are me, Tony Songer, Larry Case, and 
Bill Bice. Charlie Stanbery 


[Sum-R-Fun performed on our 2008 Annual Show as well as at 
the afterglow.] 


About 20 guys showed up for the Garden Plaza sing out. We 
mostly sang our show tunes and the Chattanooguys sang two 
songs. We sang to a full house audience who demanded an 
encore - which was God Bless America. Audry Gist won one of 5 
door prizes. We spent a lot of time talking to the people after the 
sing out and while enjoying desserts and punch. Former member 
Leroy Hobbs was in the audience and an informal afterglow broke 
out with him singing. 
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  November 6, 2012 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM, 
Dress is Patriotic uniform (Navy blue 
pants, white dress shirt, red coat, 
electric blue tie.)  


MLT Meeting, Monday, November 
12, All Saints, 5:30 PM 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29th, Cleveland 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 
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Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Our Christmas Music  
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


Before the meeting, the cast for the speaking parts to What The 
Dickens rehearsed. After the cleanup from the CCCC rehearsal 
that went a few minutes late, we worked on Let it Snow, The 
Christmas Song, Winter Wonderland and White Christmas. Paul 
reminded us of the Veterans Day sing out on Sunday and took a 
count of those planning on singing. The number is small, so if 
you can come, please do so. Note that we are singing on the 
Cleveland Show. Rich passed the Gandy to Brooks and we 
closed with KTWWS.  


Debbie Petticord from the Chattanooga Magazine (part of a typical 
front cover shown above) was in attendance at last Monday's 
CCCC rehearsal taking photographs and getting background for 
the article she is writing on our chapter and the CCCC for the 
Nov/Dec issue of the magazine.  


Here is the Christmas Party menu based on the forms that 
members filled out. Entrées: Apple Wood Smoked Pork and 
Pecan Crusted Breast of Chicken. Sides: Baked Sweet Potato 
and Green Beans Almandine. Raspberry Spinach Salad, 
Strawberry short cake and Carrot cake with cream-cheese icing. 


  


Remember the the Veterans Day sing out is this Sunday, and 
dress and details are in the Calendar on the left. As of last 
Monday, we were light on tenors (1) and leads (3). Rich 


Please tell me if you are planning on going to the Christmas 
party, Monday, December 17th, 6:00 - 9:00 PM at the BX 
Crossroads. I needs to give an accurate count to the caterer. 
Tickets are $20 each. Gary 
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Veterans Day Warm Up November 19, 2012 


Board Meeting, Monday, November 
19, All Saints, 5:30 PM 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29th, Cleveland 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS, 3:30 PM, (5:30 for 
CCCC) 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Last Meeting for 2012, Monday, 
December 10th, All Saints 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Veterans Day Sing Out 


Summary 


Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Our Christmas Music  
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


After the cleanup from the CCCC rehearsal, Lebron led 
announcements with a thank you to the 25 men who showed up 
for the Veterans Day sing out. Gary said that 42 have signed up for 
the Christmas Party so far and he is collecting money. Marcellus 
said there were TV spots for the show. Rich said there would be 
directions for all of the Christmas sing outs next week. Wilbur 
reported on the MLT meeting.  


We worked hard on Winter Wonderland and The Christmas Song. 
Brooks passed the Gandy to Bernard for singing with us on Act 1. 
We closed with KTWWS.  


What at first looked to be a small chorus turn out for the 2012 
Veterans Day sing out, turned out to be one of the largest, and 
shown above are the 25 guys who showed up. There was some 
confusion with the program with the band playing the National 
Anthem and the chorus unexpectedly inserting Shenandoah. We 
sang God Bless America at the end of the ceremony. We got a 
mention in the Times Free Press article on the event and a short 
clip on TV. 
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Dicken's Cast Rehearse November 26, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Dixon Center at Lee 
University (same as previous years), 
Cleveland, TN Arrive at 6 PM to 
rehearse for 7 PM show. Dress is 
anything Christmas, colorful 
sweaters, hats and various 
Christmas decor are all welcome. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm, Same dress as our 
show. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
5:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 3 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM. Same dress 
as our show. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 
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Summary  


l Tom Keegan 


Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Our Christmas Music  
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


After clean up from the CCCC rehearsal, we worked on Angels 
We Have Heard on High, I'm Dreaming of a White Christmas and 
The Christmas Song. Paul asked us to be prepared to work on O 
Holy Night next Monday. Bernard who knows Brandon's 
Grandfather and the family passed the Gandy to Brandon. We 
closed with KTWWS.  


Our rehearsal time is limited by the CCCC and we need to make 
the best use of it. Please be ready to sing any of the following 
songs: Jingle Bells, Winter Wonderland, Let It Snow, White 
Christmas, Christmas Song (Chestnuts...), Angels We Have 
Heard, and O Holy Night. Also, I'd like to extend our Christmas 
rehearsals to 9:45 to help get more stuff done. Please let me 
know if this causes any difficulties - we really need the extra work. 
Thanks for your cooperation. Paul 


Deadline for giving me the money for the Christmas party is 
Monday, December 3rd. We still have room for 30 more guests, 
so let me know.Gary Fisher 


Tom has a leg problem that is keeping him from singing in the 
Christmas Chorus. He'll be back when he can. He was working 
in his office when called.  
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  November 5, 2012 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 
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Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Our Christmas Music  
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


We continued work on our Christmas music. Gary announced we 
need to reserve your place at the Christmas party on Monday, 
December 17th, at the BX Crossroads, 6 PM. Tickets are $20 
each so please bring your wife or significant other for an evening 
of great food, great camaraderie and great singing (see below). 
Marcellus, through Gary, passed the Gandy on to Rich Ptacin and 
in lieu of the Golden Spike (in the possession of Steve Wixson) 
was given a yellow pencil stub as a substitute. We closed with 
KTWWS. 


The Chattanooga Choo Choo Chorus Christmas party is open to 
all its members and all those in the Community Chorus as well. 
Bring your wives/girlfriends for an evening of exceptional food and 
entertainment. It will be at the BX Crossroads on Monday, 
December 17th, 6 PM.  


Reserve your place as we celebrate our Christmas season. 
Tickets are $20 each and will include a choice of two entrees.  


The BX Crossroads is easy to find. Take I-24 to the Belvoir exit 
and turn back towards Brainerd Road. Turn right on Thornton 
Avenue and the BX is on the right. Plenty of free parking.  


Join us for great food, good fellowship and we'll even be doing 
some singing. A sign up sheet will be available Monday evening 
at rehearsal. Deadline for turning in your reservation money is 
Monday, December 10th.Gary Fisher 
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Nine Years of the CCCC October 1, 2012 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. Contest uniform 
is full tux with black accessories and 
gold vest. Wear cumberbun if you 
need to cover up your white shirt.  


Special Olympics Bowling 
Tournament, Monday, October 1, 
9:30 AM, Holiday Bowl on Brainerd 
Road (Note new location) 


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday, 
October 1, All Saints 7PM. Members 
arrive 6:30 to set up. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


I Saw Three Ships 
Mary Had a Baby 


Veni, Veni 
Cradle in Bethlehem 


We All Need a Little Christmas 
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 


Festival of Lights Medley 
Silent Night 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l We need Everyone's Help 


Monday  


l Nine Years of the CCCC  


Songs for the 2012 
CCCC


6:00 Members set up for first CCCC rehearsal 
6:30 Guests begin to arrive, register and get music 
7:00 First CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Fellowship and refreshments 
9:00 Review Dixie contest results?? 
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Paul led announcements. He gave an overview of the work that 
has to be done by next Monday's first CCCC rehearsal. He 
announced the songs for the 2012 CCCC (see left column 
below.) Wixson announced that 115 have signed up so far for this 
year (includes us.) Beau read the slate of officers for 2012: 
President, Wally Edmondson, Membership VP, Cameron Druyor, 
Music VP, Wilbur Strickland, Program VP, Steve Grubb, Secretary, 
Fred Jesse, Treasurer, Gary Fisher, Business Manager, Rich 
Ptacin, Public Relations, Marcellus Scott, Bulletin Editor, Steve 
Wixson, Board Members at Large, Dave Fleury, Pat Crowe and 
Dave Rack. We sang a welcome to three guests who could not 
wait until next week to start singing, Todd, Willie and Bill. 


After the break, the Chattanooguys sang their latest song, That's 
An Irish Lullaby. We worked on our contest package. Chuck 
passed the Gandy to Slack. We closed with KTWWS.  


As of Wednesday, we have 120 men in the 2012 CCCC, and we 
need everyones help, Active and Inactive, to greet and help 
organize the first rehearsal. Guests have been asked to arrive as 
early as 6:30, so we need YOU by then. There are work teams to 
setup for the rehearsal in the Fellowship Hall across from our 
rehearsal rooms. Others will be setting up tables for 
registration,music notebook handout and refreshments. Wear 
your white Chorus polo shirt and name tag. AND THANKS. 


As we begin to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the CCCC, the 
photograph above looks back at the preceeding nine years. A 
larger view is attached to this email if you want to find yourself.  


Special Olympics bowling tournament is Monday, October 1, at 10 
AM (be there 9:30) at Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road, NOT 
TRI-STATE ON RINGGOLD RD AS IN THE PAST. Uniform as 
usual: white polo, khaki pants. Please try to be there by 9:30 (9:45 
at latest) so we can warm up. Songs: National Anthem and (Hello 
Mary Lou OR Ten Feet Off The Ground). Please click HERE to 
send an email indicating you will be there so I can get a count. 
Thanks, Paul 
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Boehm's Elizabeth Myers October 15, 2012 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 10 (tentative) 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


Shenandoah 
Darkness On The Delta 


Simple Melody 
How's Every Little Thing 


Wish Upon A Star 
God Bless America 


Star-Spangled Banner 
Hello Mary Lou 


Ten Feet Off The Ground 
 


In no particular order  


It was brought up on Monday, that 
not all of us read the newsletter. 
Well, that makes this Editor wonder 
if he is doing a effective job. So let's 
find out. Please return this email by 
clicking Reply and then Send (or 
whatever your mail program 
requires.) You do not have to write 
anything - just Reply. I'll call those 
who do not Reply to find out what 
can be done to make the newsletter 
more appealing. Thanks, Steve 
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l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  
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l Ketner Mill Song List  


l Christmas Show Song List 


Calendar


Ketner Mill Songs


Do You Read the 
Newsletter?


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:49 Our Christmas Music (see below) 
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


After the cleanup from the CCCC rehearsal, Paul went over our 
music for Act 1 of the Christmas Show (see below.) We then 
worked on songs for the upcoming Ketner Mill Sing Out (also see 
below.)  


There was a brief business meeting and the following were 
elected to office for 2013.  


President - Wally Edmondson 
Secretary - Fred Jesse 
Treasurer - Gary Fisher 


Music VP - Wilbur Strickland 
Program VP - Steve Grubb 


Membership VP - Cameron Druyor 
Business Manager - Rich Ptacin 
Public Relations - Marcellus Scott 


Bulletin Editor - Steve Wixson 
Board Members At Large 


Dave Fleury - 1 Year 
Charlie Holder - 2 Years 


Dave Rack - 3 Years 


Fred Jesse passed out renewals to JW (15 years) and Johnny 
(26). Fred on behalf of Bill Slack passed the Gandy to Wixson. We 
closed with KTWWS. 


Elizabeth Myers, Executive Director of the Boehm Birth Defects 
Center gave a short presentation to the CCCC about how 
important our donations are to their efforts. She and her two 
children stayed and listened to a couple of songs. Malone Everett 
who played golf with Walter Boehm greeted her. 


ACT 1  
WHAT THE DICKENS 


A Musical Parody of A Christmas Carol 


Chorus - Jingle Bells 
Chorus - Let it Snow 


The Chattanooguys - Feliz Navidad 
Four Grand - The Man With the Bag 


Rock City 4 - Santa’s Singing Barbershop Tonight 
Chorus - Winter Wonderland 


The Chattanooguys - Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer 
Four Grand - ?? 


Chorus - The Christmas Song 
Chorus - White Christmas 


Rock City 4- I’ll Be Home for Christmas 
Chorus - O Holy Night 


Chorus - Angels We Have Heard on High 


ACT 2 
THE CHATTANOOGA COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CHORUS 


Festival of Lights Medley 
Veni, Veni, Emmanuel  


It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
Mary Had a Baby 


A Cradle in Bethlehem 
I Saw Three Ships 


We Need a Little Christmas 
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Ketner Mill Festival October 22, 2012 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM (this is Eastern 
Daylight Time). Uniform is long 
sleeve white dress shirt, black bow 
tie, black shoes, and navy blue 
slacks (NOT black slacks as 
previously announced). Bring red 
jacket in case of cool weather. Use 
the back entrance to Ketner. 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:15 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17 (tentative) 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


8 - Melissa Wilson  


21 - Benny and Guelda Malone 
21 - Chuck and Melissa Wilson  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Tidbits from Jesse  


l Ketner Mill Sing Out  


l Birthday and Anniversaries 


Calendar


Birthday


Anniversaries


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements 
8:45 Our Christmas Music 
9:45 Gandy and KTWWS 


After the cleanup from the CCCC rehearsal, we had 
announcements. Lebron introduce our guest, Jimmy Tompkins, 
former Director of the Birmingham Chorus who now lives in 
Chattanooga. Rich went over the details for the Ketner Mill sing 
out, and passed out a map. We will wear navy blue pants instead 
of black pants. We then worked on songs for the upcoming 
Ketner Mill Sing Out. Wixson passed the Gandy to Marcellus. We 
closed with KTWWS with Jimmy directing. 


Contest in Tunica:  Fifteen men on stage was the fewest ever in 
the forty years of scores I have.  The score on "When You Wish" 
was essentially the same as last time.  Even with fewer men, 
"How's Everything In Dixie" scored 22 points more than last time, 
but 15 below our best previous score.  This year's score - 56.5 is 
less than the average of all contests of about 57.1.  The highest 
Chorus score was 62.9 in 2001 with our highest scoring song "I 
Love A Jolson Song". 


Christmas Show trivia:  This year is the 20th Christmas show, 
but none in '99, 01, and 02.  This year's story "What The Dickens" 
was performed the first two years - '90 and '91, and again in '95, 
and '07.  This will be the thirteenth year Rock City Four has sung 
"I'll Be Home For Christmas".  "Twelve Days of Christmas" has 
been sung every year beginning '90, but not since '06.  We do 
sing the tag, however.  "Jingle Bells", "Let It Snow", and "Silent 
Night" have been sung every time.  "White Christmas" and "Winter 
Wonderland" have been sung every time but one. 


The Ketner Mill sing out should be fun. Click HERE to see a very 
casual video of the Ketner Mill Festival. The photo on the left 
above is taken from the stage. Updated dress information is in 
the Calendar. Early arrivers help set up risers. Rich 


  


  


  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Tidbits from Fred


Ketner Mill Sing Out
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Ketner Mill Sing Out October 29, 2012 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 10 (tentative) 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


  


   


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Ketner Mill Sing Out  


l We Need All Members  


l Sign Up for Christmas Sing 


Outs 


Calendar


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Clean up and Break 
8:40 Announcements  
8:45 Our Christmas Music  
9:42 Gandy and KTWWS 


After the cleanup from the CCCC rehearsal, Gary announced that 
the Christmas Party will be on Monday, December 17 starting at 
6:00 PM.  


A too small group of members worked on White Christmas, Let it 
Snow and Winter Wonderland. Wixson who had Marcellus' Gandy 
forgot to bring it, so it keeps for another week.. We closed with 
KTWWS with Marcellus directing. 


19 members plus JJ McShan sang to a good sized audience at 
Ketner Mill last Saturday, and our 45 minute program was well 
received (check out the mouth shapes in the photograph.) The 
Chattanooguys sang three numbers. Several members and their 
families took in the Festival before we sang. Photograph by 
Marilyn Fisher.  


800 tickets were printed for the Chirstmas Show and with 100 
men selling them, it is likely we will have a large audience for the 
show. Attendance at last Monday's Choo Choo Chorus rehearsal 
was disapointing and we need ALL MEMBERS at rehearsals so 
we can put on a really good show. It's late - we're tired, but we 
must sing good for an audience paying $15 a ticket. 


Chorus members who haven't filled out and turned in the sing our 
participation sheet, please do so at Monday's practice. We need 
to know who is available for Veterans Day and the Christmas 
sing outs. Rich 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Ketner Mill Sing Out


We Need All Members For Our Part of 
the Christmas Show


Sign Up for Christmas Sing Outs
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The Start of the 2012 CCCC October 8, 2012 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, Saturday, October 6. Shows 
at 1:30 PM and 7 PM at UTC Roland 
Hayes Concert Hall.  


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Sweet Adelines 50th Show 


6:30 Members set up for CCCC rehearsal 
7:00 CCCC rehearsal 
8:30 Break 
8:40 Review Dixie contest results?? 
9:00 Our Christmas Music 
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


The first CCCC rehearsal went off as scheduled with members 
helping setup PA system, chairs, tables, music, and greeting 
guests. Rehearsal started promply at 7 PM and was over at 8:30. 
Refreshments lasted until way after 9 PM, and members cleaned 
up leaving no time to sing except for a small group during 
refreshments (why don't we do that next week.) A really good first 
rehearsal.  


As shown in the calendar, the Sweet Adelines have their 50th 
Anniversary show this weekend. We exchanged ads in our 
programs, and ours is a recruitment ad for the 2012 CCCC. 


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Sweet Adelines 50th Show


Online Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/ArchiveDirectory.html

http://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






  


 


You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Singing at JW's Birthday Party September 10, 2012 


MLT Meeting, Monday, September 
10, All Saints, 5:30 PM 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l JW's Surprise Birthday Party  


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Irish Blessing 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Wait Til the Sun Shines Nelly 
7:45 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - Choo Choo Christmas Song (head start) 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


There was no meeting on Labor Day 


Several members showed up for JW's surprise birthday party, 
and as shown above sang a few songs for and with him. Shown 
are Niles, Richard, Wendell, JW, Pat, Frank, Erby and Brooks.  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


JW's Surprise Birthday Party
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Assistant Director Maddie September 17, 2012 


MLT Meeting, Monday, September 
10, All Saints, 5:30 PM 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l 2012 CCCC Recruitment 


Update  


l Ride with Cameron  


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Irish Blessing 
7:30 Paul - Circle - Wait Til the Sun Shines Nelly 
7:45 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:00 Paul - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - God Bless America 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - Welcome Back to Dixieland 
Listener Rich, Watcher Brock  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Paul gave an overview of the music for our Spring Show. Learning 
CDs will be available next week. Wilbur summarized the MLT 
meeting. Fred passed out a 2 year renewal to Grady and gave a 
framed Membership Certificate to new member Neal Robinson. 
Wally gave an overview of the work needed on the first night of the 
CCCC rehearsals. More next week. Rich noted that the Veterans 
Day sing out is on. Wendal noted that the Sweet Adelines 50th 
Anniversary show is coming up. JW noted that Niles is having 
some health issues and asked for prayers. Paul's 
Granddaughter Maddie with mother and aunt were guests, and 
she directed a couple of songs (photo from 50th Anniversary 
party.).  


During the break, sheet music for three of the Spring Show songs 
was passed out. Since this is all new music, we are having to 
sign out for it.  


The quartet of Pat, Erby, Rich and Brandon sang Heart of My 
Heart. We worked on contest songs on the risers. Pat passed the 
Gandy to Wendal and we closed with KTWWS.  


Eighteen members are calling approximately 90 former CCCC 
members and inviting them to sing with the 10th Anniversary 
CCCC. Next week they will call former chapter members that 
were found for the 50th Anniversary Celebration. To date before 
the calls begun, 75 men had already committed to sing.  


I am riding in the 2012 Bike MS tour to raise money to fight 
Multiple Sclerosis. The easiest way to donate to the MS Society is 
online, but I can also collect any donations at rehearsal and send 
them in. Click HERE to go to my page on the MS Society site. 
Thanks, and see you Monday! Cameron T. Druyor JR 


  


  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


2012 CCCC Recruitment Update


Ride with Cameron
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We did it!  September 24, 2012 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. Contest uniform 
is full tux with black accessories and 
gold vest. Wear cumberbun if you 
need to cover up your white shirt.  


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Veterans Day, Sunday, November 
11, National Cemetery, 1:20 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday's Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l 2012 CCCC Recruitment 


Update  


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Irish Blessing 
7:30 Paul - Circle - National Anthem 
7:45 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
8:00 Paul - Circle - Chattanooga Choo Choo  
8:10 Paul - Circle - God Bless America 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Quarteting - If available 
8:40 Risers - Paul/Chuck - When You Wish Upon a Star 
Listener Beau, Watcher Rack 
9:00 Paul - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
Listener Erwin, Watcher Crowe  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Paul led announcements. Beau said the nomination process for 
officers for 2012 is underway. If you are interested let Wilbur 
know. Contest uniform is full tux with black accessories and gold 
vest. Wear cumberbun if you need to cover up your white shirt. 
Wixson noted that we now have 101 signed up for the CCCC. 
Wally introduced guest Todd who was about 97 on the CCCC list. 
Wally and Paul promo'd the Christmas show and all the work that 
needs to be done. 


After the break the quartet of Chuck, Collins, Slack and Fred sang 
Caroline. On the risers, we worked on our contest songs. 
Wendell passed the Gandy to Chuck. We closed with KTWWS.  


As shown in the photo above, we now have 105 plus singing in 
the 2012 CCCC. This week, eighteen members are calling 
approximately 80 former chapter members and inviting them to 
sing with the 10th Anniversary CCCC. Since we know several 
people will drop out, we likely will need 120 to guarantee 100 on 
stage for the show. So keep up the good work, and let me know 
the names of people you personally are bringing so we can have 
a name tag and learning CD prepared. Steve Wixson 


  


  


Script for Monday's Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


2012 CCCC Recruitment Update


 


Online Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/ArchiveDirectory.html

http://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






  


 


You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Monthly Issue September 3, 2012 


Dixie Fall Convention, September 
28-30, Tunica, MS. 


Sweet Adelines 50th Anniversary 
Show, October 6. 


Ketner's Mill Festival, Saturday, 
October 20, 3:15 PM 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City, Thursday, December 20, 
evening. 


5-Benny Malone 
9-Guelda Malone  
15-David Collins 
16-Alice Huelman  
19-Cindy Christian  


22-Daniel Randolph 
26-Sally Jackson 
30-David Callao 
30-Barry Owens  


5 - Barry and Nancy Owens 
8-Charlie and Glenda Holder 


In This E-mail


l *No Meeting on Labor Day  


l Highlights of Last Meeting 


l 2012 CCCC Recruitment Plan  


l Update from Business Manager  


Birthdays


Anniversaries


As is our custom, there is no meeting tonight. 


Paul told us about his allergic reaction that caused him to miss 
last Monday's meeting. The sheet music and learning CD for the 
Spring Show has been ordered and should be here by the next 
meeting. Rich went over the sing outs for the rest of the year. 
Wendell reported that a few members sang at JW surprise 
birthday party held over the weekend. We sang a welcome to 
Sam Robinson, a guest of Malone. Wally passed out the CCCC 
recruitment poster to everyone.  


After the break, the Chattanooguys sang Caroline. Wixson 
passed the Gandy to Pat for his great work on the 50th party.  


As shown in the photograph above, it is the 10th Anniversary of 
the CCCC and we are serious about recruiting 100 men. Not just 
for the sound, but to help us with an ambitious goal of raising 
$10,000 for the Boehm Birth Defects Center (it's 10th, 100 men, 
and $10,000.) 


Last week at our meeting, you received a copy of the above poster 
to use in your own recruitment effort. This week you will receive 
an electronic version that you can send to everyone in your 
address book. It will also go to former CCCC members and 
former members (and there are a lot of them.) 


Our experience shows that we get only a few men who respond 
to a paper or electronic invitation. Therefore, we need to contact 
all of our formers with a personal invitation. One person cannot 
do this, so we are asking for your help.  


You will receive an email asking if you will help with these calls. 
Please say YES or NO and return. And thanks as it is going to be 
a great Christmas season. 


I incorrectly identified the sponsor of our 12/11 sing out.   We will 
sing  for the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) at the 
Walden Club. The MOAA title more clearly describes their 
membership. Thanks to Grady Rhoden for the providing the lead 
for this sing out as well as the name correction.  Rich 


No Meeting on Labor Day


Highlights of Last Meeting


2012 CCCC Recruitment Plan


Update from Business Manager
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The CCCC 2012 December 10, 2012 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:45 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, Canceled 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Christmas Show Highlights  


l A Testimonial  


l Fairview Baptist Sing Out 


Canceled  


l Three Sing Outs This Week  


l Turn in Money, Music & CD 


Calendar


Thanks again for a WONDERFUL show! Our biggest audience 
ever, our biggest CCCC ever, the most money raised ever - it 
just goes on and on. It takes a lot of effort to put on a show like 
that, and most of it is NOT mine, so thanks to all of you!  


Remember that we still have some performances left, so if you 
signed up to do them with us, check for details in the Calendar 
and attached to this email are directions. You are also welcome 
to come to our Christmas Party on the 17th - check with Gary 
Fisher if you haven't already done so.  


Also, please remember to turn in your music and CD - I'd like the 
chance to thanks you personally for your participation. If I don't get 
to talk to you, consider this my best wishes to you and your family 
for a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Paul Blazek 


An estimated 475 people attended the show which included lots 
of children who got in free. Great interaction between the 
audience and chorus and more than one standing ovation. The 
photograph was taken by Shannon Edmondson.  


Saturday was just wonderful! My personal favorite was Diddly 
Squat! I honestly did get chill bumps during Mary had a Baby!!! 
Got me in the Christmas spirit. 


Thank you so much for your support and great job to the entire 
group!!! Elizabeth D. Myers Executive Director, Walter E. Boehm 
Birth Defects Center  


The Sing Out for Fairview Baptist Church has been canceled.  


Just a reminder for those who signed up, we now have two sing 
outs this week, MOAA at the Walden Club (arrival time is 6:45 and 
not 6:15 as previously announced). and the residents of Garden 
Plaza. Directions are attached to this email.  


Please turn in ticket & donation money soon as we will write the 
check to Boehm before the end of December.  


Please return your music notebooks and learning CD as each of 
these costs us about $30 in copyright fees. Next year we will not 
have to pay a fee for your copy which means more donation to 
charity. While it seems high for a single notebook, when you 
multiply it by a lot of men - it is big money. Thanks  


From the Director


Christmas Show Highlights


A Testimonial


Fairview Baptist Sing Out Canceled


Two Sing Outs This Week


Turn in Money, Music & CD
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The CCCC 2012 December 14, 2012 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


Just a reminder for those who 
signed up, we have two sing outs 
next week, Alexian Village and Rock 
City. There is room for about 100 
residents to see our Alexian 
performance live, but there is an 
unseen audience of who knows how 
many via closed circuit television. 
Thursday, we will be part of Rock 
City's Enchanted Garden of Lights.  
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l Christmas Party This Monday  


l Sing Outs Highlights  


l Two Sing Outs This Week  


l Turn in Money, Music & CD  


l Directions to the Christmas 


Party  


Calendar


Two Sing Outs This 
Week


Just a reminder for those who bought tickets, our Christmas Party 
is this Monday at the BX Crossroads. Directions below. 


  


We had two sing outs this week; the Military Officers Association 
of America at the Walden Club with 37 men singing (top photo) 
and the Garden Plaza Retirement Home in Ooltewah with 27 
singing. We opened the MOAA sing out with the National Anthem, 
and there were lots of officers in dress blue uniforms. Melissa 
Wilson took the dazzling photos at Garden Plaza where we sang 
to about 80 residents. Shown are a not surprising photo of 
husband Chuck directing Mary Had a Baby, and the chorus 
through inside and outside windows.  


Last chance to turn in ticket & donation money as we will write the 
check to Boehm before the end of December.  


Please return your music notebooks and learning CD as each of 
these costs us about $30 in copyright fees. Next year we will not 
have to pay a fee for them which means more donation to charity. 
While it may not see like much money, when you multiply it by a 
lot of men - it is big money. Thanks 


From East I-24 (going to I-75) Take Exit 183 (Germantown Road 
and Belvoir Avenue). At the light go straight (this will be a Terrace 
Road running parallel to I-24). At the next light turn left onto Belvoir 
Avenue. You will go over I-24 and come to another light. Continue 
going straight on Belvoir Avenue. After the light, turn right on the 
second street on your right (Mayfair Avenue). You will go one 
block and see the church on your left. It is at the intersection of 
Brookfield Avenue and Mayfair Avenue. 


From West I-24 (going to Nashville ) Take the second exit (Exit 
183A) after the I75-24 split (Germantown Road and Belvoir 
Avenue exit). You will exit onto a Terrace Road. Go to the first light 
(Belvoir Avenue) and turn right. Turn right on the second street on 
your right (Mayfair Avenue). You will go one block and see the 
church on your left. BBC is at the intersection of Brookfield Avenue 
and Mayfair Avenue. Gary Fisher 


Christmas Party This Monday


Sing Outs Highlights


Turn in Money, Music & CD


Directions to Christmas Party


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


Final Issue for 2012 CCCC December 28, 2012 


Check Presentation, Monday, 
January 7, 2013, All Saints 


Monday, October 30, 2013 
(tentative), 7 PM, All Saints Academy 


With the help of everyone, our goal 
of $10,000 for the Boehm Birth 
Defects Center was reached and 
exceeded. As shown in the check 
above, the final amount is about 
$11,000, and few thought we could 
reach the original goal. Thanks to 
everyone in the Christmas Chorus 
for a job well done.  


The presentation of the check to the 
Boehm Executive Director will the 
first item of business at the January 
7th meeting of the Choo Choo 
Chorus, and if you attend you will 
get your picture taken. Also a good 
time to return your Christmas 
Chorus music notebook & CD. 
 
If you cannot return music on 
January 7th, you can return it at any 
future Monday meeting. It will save 
us lots of money next Christmas. 
Thanks  


The December/January issue of the 
slick paper Chattanooga Magazine 
has a nice article on the Choo Choo 
Chorus and the CCCC. Check it out 
at your local news stand.  


In This E-mail


l From the Choo Choo Chorus 


Director  


l From the Boehm Executive 


Director  


l Alexian Village Sing Out  


l Rock City Sing Out  


l Check Presentation& Music 


Return  


l Chattanooga Magazine Article  


l Thank You from the Choo Choo 


Chorus (at end of email)  


Calendar


$10,000 Goal 
Reached & Exceeded


Check Presentation & 
Music Return


Chattanooga 
Magazine Article


Gentlemen of the 10th CCCC: Thanks for a wonderful Christmas 
season (or whatever holiday you personally espouse)! I cannot 
adequately express how pleased I am at what we accomplished 
this year. From our first performance in Cleveland to our final 
performances at Rock City, our (YOUR!) music brought 
happiness, warmth, serenity, and seasonal joy to thousands of 
people.  


On top of that, we exceeded our target of $10,000 for the Walter E. 
Boehm Birth Defect Center. The only regret I have (and it's a minor 
one) is that we didn't hit our goal of 100 men on stage, although 
this WAS our largest CCCC ever. With that in mind, let me be the 
first to invite you to be a member of the 11th annual Chattanooga 
Community Christmas Chorus. We will begin rehearsing on 
Monday, October 7th, 2013. Plan now to join us. You have ten 
months to find somebody to bring with you. I've already started 
looking at music for us to sing next year and let me tell you, it's 
going to be exciting and fun. 


Thanks again for a great 2012! You have my best wishes for a 
Prosperous and Happy New Year! Paul Blaze  


Thirty men sang to an appreciative live audience at Alexian Village 
and to an unknown audience via closed circuit television. The 
Chattanooguys quartet sang two songs and the quartet of Fred 
Jesse and Dave White exchanging as tenor, Bill Slack, Wilbur 
Strickland and Brooks Gist sang Diddly Squat, and the guy they 
sang to almost fell out of his seat laughing. A seated lady in 
brown sang all of the Latin in Veni, Veni with us. Photograph by 
Linda Vaupel, wife of CCCCer Richard. 


 


It's Beginning to Look (and Feel) alot Like Christmas was the 
song we should have learned for this sing out with the beautiful 
lights of the Enchanted Garden and temperatures dipping into the 
30s. Forty men braved the cold to sing two sets at the Rock City 
Pavilion. The program was the same as Alexian with Johnny 
Jackson singing baritone in the second quartet. Several of our 
ladies listened to the performance beside a roaring fire. After the 
program, there were thank yous and farewells to the Christmas 
Chorus members with hope they return next year. The Christmas 
Chorus was too soon over. Photograph by Alice Huelman. 


From the Choo Choo Chorus Director


Alexian Village Sing Out


Alexian Village 2012


Rock City Sing Out


Rock City 2012


 
The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 


Chorus Autographs
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


Malone Everett, Charter Member November 14, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Cleveland, TN 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
5:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Rehearsal Highlights  


l Charter Member Sings in CCCC 


Calendar


Great work last Monday! There's not a lot to say this week, so I'll 
use lots of extraneous verbiage (that's the long form of "words") to 
use up the space. The Hebrew Jewish words and syllables in the 
Feast of Lights Medley (our Chanukah salute to Jed Mescon, our 
Master of Ceremonies) are getting better, but very slowly in a 
long, drawn-out process and manner. I would like and prefer that 
each of you step up in a personally responsible fashion to make 
it your goal to have the Hebrew 100% ready to sing next week. 


Thanks for your attention and hard work. See you Monday night. 
Paul Blazek 


We sang once It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, Mary Had a Baby, 
JIngle Bells, and I Saw Three Ships. We worked hard on Veni, 
Veni, Emmanuel (pitch problems), A Cradle in Bethlehem 
(learning notes and words), and Feast of Lights (you guessed it - 
the Hebrew words which we spoke until we got them.) We did not 
go to the risers.  


Choo Choo Chorus Charter member (from 1962), Malone Everett, 
has joined the CCCC after not singing barbershop for many 
years, and he is have a ball. It is also very appropriate for this 
benefit concert as he was a friend of Walter Boehm of the Boehm 
Birth Defects Center. Shown above is Malone greeting Elizabeth 
Myers from the Boehm Center when she came and thanked us 
for singing in the 2012 CCCC.  


 
  


From the Director


Rehearsal Highlights


Charter Member Sings in CCCC


 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


Diego, Youngest CCCC Member November 21, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Dixon Center at Lee 
University (same as previous years), 
Cleveland, TN Arrive at 6 PM to 
rehearse for 7 PM show. Dress is 
anything Christmas, colorful 
sweaters, hats and various 
Christmas decor are all welcome. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm, Same dress as our 
show. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
5:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 3 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM. Same dress 
as our show. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Rehearsal Highlights  


l Chad Guyton at Monday's 


Rehearsal  


l Youngest CCCC Member  


l Newspaper Photo on Monday  


l Show/Party Ticket Update 


Calendar


Great job on the Hebrew this week - you guys really stepped up to 
the plate! The next big challenge will be Cradle in Bethlehem and 
we will be working extra hard to get this tough arrangement ready 
for performance. Please spend some extra time with the learning 
track - I know the quality isn't the best and the sync is a little off, 
but the notes are accurate, and if we get those right we can fix 
everything else.  


Thanks for your hard work! It's really paying off on the risers; we 
can now add finesse and artistry to our performance. See you 
Monday. Paul Blazek  


We are making good progress as evidenced by singing thru the 
following songs mostly once, I Saw Three Ships, Jingle Bells, It 
Came Upon a Midnight Clear, Mary Had a Baby, Veni, Veni, 
Emmanuel and We Need a Little Christmas. We did some work 
on Feast of Lights, and the Hebrew is coming along. We worked 
hard on A Cradle in Bethlehem. We went to the risers and sang a 
couple of songs.  


Chad Guyton, Director of the Cleveland Chorus, will be at 
Monday's rehearsal to direct songs that we are singing on their 
show. On Thursday, November 29, in Cleveland, we will rehearse 
at 6 PM, so arrive early to be ready to sing on time. See Calendar 
for the dress for their show. Chad is an international quartet 
champion. It is a lot of fun to sing under his direction. 


Diego is one of my students at CSLA. A few weeks ago, the 
Chattanooguys quartet and Paul Blazek came to the school and 
made a presentation/demonstration of Barbershop to our middle 
school students. I had mentioned to my chorus students about 
the Community Chorus being open to them. Diego expressed 
and interest and decided to give us a try. There are several other 
students who are interested and have decided to start working 
together to form a barbershop ensemble at CSLA. My hope is that 
next year several of the students join the Community Chorus. 
Marty Massengale 


Do we have some future barbershoppers? Time will tell. Shown 
in the photograph is Marty Massengale's chin, Diego, JJ McShan, 
Charlie Holder, Wilbur Strickland and Chet Tschetter. 


The Times Free Press will run something about the Christmas 
Chorus soon, and they asked for a rehearsal photograph. So one 
will be taken this Monday when we are on the risers.  


Tickets sales are going nicely and we have 590 already given out. 
Hopefully, ALL of those will be sold. That leaves 200 tickets left for 
the general public to fill up our 790 seat theatre. Sell to friends, 
neighbors, family...even those you DON'T like so well.  
 
Deadline for giving me the money for the Christmas party is 
Monday, December 3rd. We still have room for 30 more guests, 
so let me know. Gary Fisher 


From the Director


Rehearsal Highlights


Chad Guyton at Monday's Rehearsal


Youngest CCCC Member


Newspaper Photo on Monday


Show/Party Ticket Update


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


CCCC Rehearsal on Risers November 28, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Dixon Center at Lee 
University (same as previous years), 
Cleveland, TN Arrive at 6 PM to 
rehearse for 7 PM show. Dress is 
anything Christmas, colorful 
sweaters, hats and various 
Christmas decor are all welcome. 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm, Same dress as our 
show. 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, Christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf, Arrive 
5:30 PM for Dress Rehearsal. 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 3 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club. Same dress 
as our show. 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM. Same dress as our 
show. 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM. Same dress 
as our show. 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm. Same dress as our 
show. 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM. Same dress as 
our show. 


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Rehearsal Highlights  


l Party Ticket Update 


Calendar


Here we are coming up on our first performance, which will be 
Thursday night in Cleveland at the Dixon Center on the campus of 
Lee University. We will only be singing four songs (five counting 
Silent Night with the audience) - We Need A Little Christmas, Veni 
Veni Emmanuel, Mary Had A Baby, and I Saw Three Ships.  


Please remember the changes: the "So..." octave before we sing 
"haul-haul out the holly" Veni, Veni, Emmanuel - let the soloists 
sing the Latin part - chorus comes in on O come, O come, 
Emmanuel (English). Mary Had A Baby - just watch the director 
(Chad) - his phrasing is a little different. 


I'm looking forward to our first public outing - please be there if 
you can - it will be good practice for our Chattanooga 
performances. Our sound check on stage will be at 6 PM - doors 
open at 6:30 - show starts at 7 - our part of the performance will 
be around 8 PM. If you can't be there by 6 PM get there when you 
can! 


See you there, or next Monday - either way I'm excited! Paul 


We welcomed Chad Guyton, director of the Cleveland Chorus, 
who led us thru the songs we sing in their show; We Need a Little 
Christmas, Veni, Veni, Emmanuel, Mary Had a Baby, I Saw Three 
Ships and Silent Night (Paul directing MHAB.) Chad also worked 
on energy, dynamics, vowel formation and that happy face.  


Paul worked on It Came Upon a Midnight Clear and A Cradle in 
Bethlehem. We went to the risers and sang Feast of Lights and 
Jingle Bells. The above photograph was taken for the newspaper. 
Directions to Dixon Center in Cleveland are below.  


Quick directions (you can get your own on Google or mapquest 
using Dixon Center, Lee University, Cleveland, TN): I-75 North to 
exit 20. At the end of the ramp turn right onto US-74/APD-40. Go 
1.2 miles and take the first ramp to US-11/US-64. Turn left at the 
end of the ramp onto US-11/US-64/Lee Hwy. Go 2.5 miles then 
stay straight (do NOT curve left) to remain on Lee Hwy. Go 0.6 
miles and turn left onto Ocoee St. Go about 0.2 miles and turn 
right onto 11th St. After you pass the Dixon Center on the right you 
can turn right on Church St to get to the parking lot behind the 
Center. 


If you ordered tickets for the party, I need all monies by Monday 
evening, December 3rd. If you haven't signed up yet, I still have 
about 15 spaces available.. Gary Fisher 


  


From the Director


Rehearsal Highlights


Directions to Dixon Center in 
Cleveland


Party Ticket Update


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


Halloween Issue October 31, 2012 


Cleveland Show, Thursday, 
November 29, Cleveland, TN (NEW) 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS. Dress is black 
pants, socks and shoes, white 
dress shirt, christmas tie, and 
optional head dress or scarf.  


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


We promised 100 men on stage, so 
If you have to drop out of the 
Christmas Chorus for any or no 
reason, please let us know. We 
have a few former CCCCers who 
know most of the music that we 
might press into service. And turn in 
your music notebook and CD so the 
money for copyright fees can go to 
Boehm..  


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Rehearsal Highlights  


l Chattanooga Magazine Article  


l Feast of Lights Translation  


l Cleveland Show Added  


l If You Have to Drop Out of the 


Christmas Chorus 


Calendar


If You Have to Drop 
Out of the Chorus


As we approach the last few weeks before the BIG SHEW (for all 
you Ed Sullivan fans) and other performances, I continue to be 
impressed how quickly we can fix things and bring the music up 
to speed. It's getting to be more about "feeling the songs" and 
"letting your faces show the message" than it is about words and 
notes (although...Hebrew?). Keep up the good work at home, in 
your car, etc. during the week and let's get ready for the push 
towards our first performance. 
 
Our attendance was a little light this past Monday and we're trying 
to get a final count of how many will be on stage, so please let us 
know if your plans have changed. Also, don't worry if you feel a 
little crowded on the risers - we'll have more risers on stage and 
I'm working on a way to have more risers in the rehearsal space. 
Thanks again for all you do; I KNOW we're going to have a 
successful and beneficial Christmas season. Paul 


We worked on our music in the assembly hall and later on risers. 
Lots of good singing, however, Hebrew words to Feast of Lights 
need lots of work (see translation below) and Leads had lots of 
trouble with intro to A Cradle in Bethlehem. Paul answered a 
question about dress for the show (see Calendar.)  


We are being featured in the Nov/Dec issue of the slick paper 
Chattanooga Magazine (see photo of part of cover above.) Editor, 
Debbie Petticord, was at last Monday's CCCC rehearsal taking 
photographs and getting background information for the article. 
Hopefully it will get us a bigger audience and more contributions 
toward our $10,000 goal for the Boehm children.  


Courtesy of Carl Hansen, below is a translation of the Hebrew 
words in the Feast of Lights Medley.  
 
S' vivon sov, sov, sov, Chanukah hu hag tov, Chanukah hu hag tov 
(Dreidel turn, turn, turn! Feast of Lights, a good holiday, Feast of 
Lights, a good holiday) (A dreidel is a spining toy) 
S' vivon sov, sov, sov ( Dreidel turn, turn, turn!) 
Hag sim ha, Hu la am, Nes ga dol ha ya sham. Hu la am ( It is a 
holy day for all the world Remembering a miracle for all the world)
Nes ga dol ha ya sham. Hag sim ha Hu la am ( Remembering a 
miracle, it is a holy day for all the world.) 
Hag sim ha Hu la am ( It is a holy day for all the world.) 


In previous years, we have joined with the barbershop chorus 
from Cleveland, TN for the Christmas Show - we sing with them 
and they sing with us. Last Monday, Paul took a poll to see if this 
year's CCCC was interested, and the answer was yes. More 
details later, but their show will be in Cleveland on Thursday, 
November 29th (a week after Thanksgiving). They are learning 
the same songs. Their show is a benefit for a Cleveland charity. 


From the Director


Rehearsal Highlights


Chattanooga Magazine Article


Feast of Lights Medley Translation


Cleveland Christmas Show Added


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


  


October 20, 2012 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17 (tentative) 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


In This E-mail


l From the Director  


l Highlights To Date  


l Calendar Opportunities  


l Show Posters and Tickets on 


Monday 


Calendar


I'm really excited about the sound we've been producing. You 
guys are doing a great job of working on the music when we're 
not together - keep those CDs spinning!  


So far we've worked on Jingle Bells, Feast of Lights Medley, Mary 
Had A Baby, I Saw Three Ships, It Came Upon A Midnight Clear, 
and Silent Night. This coming Monday I'd like to continue our work 
on all of these songs and add Veni, Veni, Emmanuel.  


Don't forget to check with your singing friends and invite them to 
join us - it's not too late, but it's getting close. See you Monday 
night! Paul Blazek 


69 men attended the first rehearsal which was followed by 
refreshments and fellowship. At the second rehearsal, Elizabeth 
Meyers, Executive Director, Boehm Birth Defects Center thanked 
everyone for singing and explained how they use the money we 
donate. The next rehearsal had about the same number, but 
many new join in. We expect that after this coming Monday's 
rehearsal, there will be 92 singing in the CCCC. That means we 
still need 8 more to have 100 men on stage for the Christmas 
Show. So if you have a singing friend, please invite him to come 
this Monday. 


In addition to the Christmas Show on Saturday, December 8, the 
Choo Choo Chorus has several other Christmas Sing Outs that 
the CCCC members are invited to join in. All proceeds from these 
sing outs also go to the Boehm Birth Defects Center Goal of 
$10,000. 


Advertising Posters for the Christmas Show as well as tickets will 
be available this coming Monday night. Take a poster and place it 
where it will do the most good. Dave Rack 


From the Director


Highlights To Date


Calendar Opportunities


Show Posters and Tickets on Monday


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


The Century Chorus Rehearses October 25, 2012 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17  


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


CCCC members wanting more 
Christmas singing, please return 
your sing out participation sheets on 
Monday so we can determine who is 
coming to the December events. If 
you missed getting a sign up sheet 
they will be available on the stage at 
the front of the practice hall. Rich 
Ptacin 
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Sign Up for 
Christmas Sing Outs


Wow! What a great rehearsal last Monday! Veni, Veni came out of 
the starting gate like a real champion, and we made good 
progress on all the other songs. Please work on the Hebrew 
parts of the Feast of Lights Medley so we can bring the medley up 
to speed without tripping over the words. For next Monday, I'd like 
to add We Need A Little Christmas to the mix, so please review it 
ahead of time.  


We'll also continue work on focusing our sound and improving 
our blend. Our goal is to sound like a giant quartet, one pure 
sound out of each section. I hope you're enjoying this as much as 
I am - see you Monday night. Paul Blazek 


We worked on most of our songs spending time on Veni, Veni. As 
shown in the photograph, which shows only part of the CCCC, we 
went to risers and sang through some songs. Show Posters and 
tickets were passed out. Also singers (who want more Christmas 
singing) were given the opportunity to sign up for the other 
Christmas Sing Outs shown in the left column. 


Congratulations to everyone involved because WE ARE A 
CENTURY (100 man) CHORUS! Attendance was taken at last 
Monday's meeting, and everyone else who had rehearsed or who 
commited to sing were contacted. There are more than100 men 
who reconfirmed they are singing in the Boehm Benefit 
Christmas Show. We could say that CCCC means 'Chattanooga 
Century Christmas Chorus. We are the largest or one of the 
largest male choruses to perform in Chattanooga This should 
help us advertise the show and help meet our $10,000 goal for 
the Boehm Birth Defects Center. Steve Wixson 


Advertising Posters for the Christmas Show as well as tickets will 
again be available this coming Monday night. Take a poster and 
place it where it will do the most good. If someone is not able to 
attend the show, see if they will donate to this worthy cause. Dave 
Rack 
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We Are A Century Chorus


Show Posters and Tickets on Monday


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 



http://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






 


You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Chattanooga Community Christmas Chorus 


 


Halloween Issue October 31, 2012 


Alexian Grove, Tuesday  December  
4th, 6:15pm 


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 8, GPS 


Christmas Party Reservation 
Deadline, December 10 


Military Officers Association of 
American, Tuesday, December 11, 
6:30 PM, Walden Club 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, December 
13, 6:15 PM 


Fairview Baptist Church, Saturday, 
December 15, 6:15 PM 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 17, 6 PM, BX Crossroads 


Alexian Village, Tuesday, December 
18th, 6:15pm 


Rock City Pavilion, Thursday, 
December 20, 6:15 PM to perform at 
7 PM and 8:15 PM 


Advertising Posters for the 
Christmas Show as well as tickets 
will again be available this coming 
Monday night. Take a poster and 
place it where it will do the most 
good.  


It may be advantageous to get ticket 
sales early because the potential 
customer's holiday schedules will 
start filling up soon. If someone is 
not able to attend the show, see if 
they will donate to this worthy cause. 
Dave Rack 
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Show Posters and 
Tickets on Monday


Well, guys, we're halfway there - last Monday marked the midpoint 
of our rehearsal season. We're already singing at a good level, 
and we'll continue to teach and polish until all of the songs shine 
and sparkle!  


I know we didn't work on the Feast of Lights Medley or It Came 
Upon a Midnight Clear last time; please spend some time 
working on them. The tough songs as we go forward will be I 
Saw Three Ships, A Cradle In Bethlehem, and Feast of Lights. As 
you work on A Cradle in Bethlehem, BASSES and LEADS please 
concentrate on the first time through "a mother tonight is 
rocking..." - you two parts are the key to getting that phrase right. 
As the arranger of that piece, I'm mindful of every wrong note and 
that spot is the toughest. 


In the next few weeks we'll be spending more time on the risers, 
using the chairs only for working on rough spots in the newer 
music. Please help make the transition from chairs to risers as 
smooth as possible. There's plenty of opportunity for socializing 
while we move, but once we're on the risers, let's settle in quickly 
so we can get in as much singing as possible.  


Thanks for your efforts and cooperation - each week we're 
making progress and sounding better and better! See you 
Monday. Paul 


We began with Mary Had a Baby and Jingle Bells. More work on I 
Saw Three Ships and We Need a Little Christmas. Sheet music 
and learning CD were passed out for A Cradle in Bethlehem, and 
Paul introduced it by working on the Tag and one other section.  


We went to the risers and sang several songs.  


The Chattanooga Choo Choo Chorus Christmas party is open to 
all its members and all those in the Community Chorus as well. 
Bring your wives/girlfriends for an evening of exceptional food and 
entertainment. It will be at the BX Crossroads on Monday, 
December 17th, 6 PM. Reserve your place as we celebrate our 
Christmas season. Tickets are $20 each and will include a 
choice of two entrees.  


The BX Crossroads is easy to find. Take I-24 to the Belvoir exit 
and turn back towards Brainerd Road. Turn right on Thornton 
Avenue and the BX is on the right. Plenty of free parking.  


Join us for great food, good fellowship and we'll even be doing 
some singing. A sign up sheet will be available Monday evening 
at rehearsal. Deadline for turning in your reservation money is 
Monday, December 10th.Gary Fisher 
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The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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