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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Our Memorial Day Gift April 29, 2013 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 PM 
for 8 PM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


7:02 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Shine on My 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - DaveF-Br, John-B, Cameron-T, Gary-L 
8:40 Risers - My Wild Irish Rose (Don Grey) 
8:50 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Risers - National Anthem 
9:10 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
9:20 Risers - Armed Forces Medley 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


.A thin day with 14 arriving by 7:02. Announcements. Wally noted 
our low attendance and thanked those who came. Fred showed 
the Poster for the upcoming Cleveland Show and reduced price 
tickets will be available next Monday. Someone reported that 14 
showed up for the Special Olympics Track and Field Sing Out 
on a beautiful Day. Due to the small numbers, particularly 
basses, we closed the meeting early. 


When it comes to talking about the founding of the Society, it 
seems to me that OC Cash comes up a lot and we tend to 
forget about our co-founder and first Society President, Rupert 
Hall. He was born in Hammond, IN, raised in a small town near 
Council Bluffs, IA, and attended Creighton University in Omaha, 
NB. He eventually ended up in Tulsa, like OC. He and OC knew 
each other before their now-famous chance meeting in Kansas 
City when their flights were delayed due to bad weather, but just 
barely. Rupert claimed to be the best tenor in the US, so OC 
tested him with “You Tell Me Your Dream” and was impressed. 
They grabbed a couple of other guys from the lobby and sang 
four-part harmony in Rupert’s room. When the Society began to 
spread, OC Cash or Rupert “Royal Keeper of the Minor Keys” 
Hall would grant “charters” to groups simply by paying a visit 
and declaring it so. These early groups had no formal link to the 
Society and were totally on their own. They needed a unifying 
body, something to help organize things, so the first convention 
was planned for June 2, 1939, in Tulsa. At that convention, OC 
presided over a planning meeting. When Rupert went to the 
bathroom, he was elected the Society’s first President. As the 
Society continued to grow, OC and Rupert made promotional 
trips at their own expense, OC to the west, Rupert to the east. 
He died in 1972. 


[Click HERE to read Wally's Words from previous newsletters.] 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Barbershop Term of the Week 
(BTOW)


Online Archive 


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/Archives/Wally's%20Words.pdf

http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/ArchiveDirectory.html
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


April 8, 2013 


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court. Arrive 10 AM 
and 1 PM, Meet 3rd Floor 
Conference room. You pass thru 
security screening and cell phones 
are not allowed. Patriotic uniform 


Special Olympic Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30, McCallie 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 PM 
for 8 PM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


If youoirdered a copy of the photo 
taken at Gadsden Spring 
Convention, please bring a $20 bill 
or check for same to Monday night 
Rehearsal. Gary 


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Director's Comments  


l Contest Photos Arrived  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


Contest Photo Arrived


7:00 Paul leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Wild Irish Rose 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Focus session on vowels and overtones 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Cameron, Rich, Marcellus 
8:40 Risers - God Bless America 
8:50 Risers - Shenandoah 
9:00 Risers - When She Loved Me 
9:10 Risers - How's Every Little Thing 
9:20 Risers - Armed Forces Medley 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


The bridge for the closing reprise of Celebrate Harmony is 
KTWWS and Paul worked cleaning up the chords. Gary noted 
that Contest photos are here and price is $20. Rich went over 
the details of Naturalization Sing Out. Fred passed out renewals 
to Bill (19 years), Benny (22), Dave Collings (28), Fred (28), and 
Paul (39).  


After the break, RC4 sang Brand New Day. Wendal passed the 
Gandy to Josh. We closed with an in tune KTWWS.  


You continue to amaze me with the sound we can make when 
we pay attention to the details – you know, the little things like 
vowels and pitches and duration and breathing… We can be 
Most Improved again this fall, but it will take a constant effort to 
be the best we can be EVERY TIME WE SING. The good news is 
that every thing we do to get better also makes us more 
entertaining on our shows and performances – no wasted 
efforts here. There’s all kinds of things I could say, but basically 
it boils down to this: the better YOU sing, the better WE sound! 
Be part of the great ENSEMBLE sound! Paul 


This week I want to cover Harmony University, the Society’s 
biggest educational activity. It is held every July/August on the 
campus of Missouri Western State University In St. Joseph, 
Missouri, 40 minutes north of Kansas City’s airport. Students 
arrive on Sunday afternoon and leave the following Sunday 
morning after a big show on Saturday evening. Prices for food, 
lodging, and classes start at $490 if you register early enough in 
the year. Harmony University is made up of Harmony College, 
Directors College, and Quartet College. There are also special 
tracks and discounts for youth (25 and under) and music 
educators. You can attend solo, as a quartet, or as a chorus. 
They offer over 70 different classes throughout the week on 
every barbershop-related topic you can imagine. You can learn 
to direct, arrange, write, coach, produce, record, webcast, and 
even cope with stage fright. You can FINALLY learn what 
chromatically altered seventh chords are! But seriously, I would 
go every year if I had the time and funds. I have only heard good 
things about it and you can ask one of several of our guys about 
it if you are curious. I know that at least Paul, Chuck, and David 
White have been. Even going just once will probably change 
your barbershop experience for the rest of your life. More info at 
http://www.barbershop.org/education/harmony-university.html 
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The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. 


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.  


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org 


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Ruby Falls has a New Stage April 1, 2013 


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court. Arrive 10 AM 
and 1 PM, Meet 3rd Floor 
Conference room. You pass thru 
security screening and cell phones 
are not allowed. Patriotic uniform 


Special Olympic Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30, McCallie 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Tentative, 
Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Late Monday evening, Vandals hit 
our chapter rooms. Most significant 
was our sound system and new 
printer (not the old copy machine.) 
Also sheet music was strewn about. 
and the floor trashed. Messages 
were placed on our walls. A 
neighbor saw four young men leave 
the building, but didn't think anything 
of it at the time. Be on the lookout for 
this Vandals quartet of young men, 
as maybe we could repatriate them 
since we really need more young 
blood in the chorus. BTW, the 
message on the walls was April 
Fool. The four young men turned out 
to be Wally, Cameron, Josh and 
Jesse.  


 


4 - Wilbur and Mary Strickland 
5 - Niles and Sherry Fowler 


16 - Frank and Joyce Delaney 
18 - John and Cynthia Johnston 
19 - Wendal and Karen Whitmire 


24 - Pat and Margeret Crowe  
 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Vandals Hit Chapter Rooms  


l Barbershop Term of the Week  


l Birthdays and Anniversaries 


Calendar


Vandals Hit Chapter 
Rooms


Anniversaries


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet and Lovely 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Sectionals on Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Circle - Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Cameron, Rich, Marcellus 
8:40 Risers - Don G's - My Wild Irish Rose + Georgia 
9:05 Paul - Work on set for singing-faces 
9:15 Paul - Repertoire Song  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Good turnout with 27 attending. SteveG led announcements. 
Cameron introduced guests Bob Hill and Calvin Crim, and we 
sang a welcome. Fred gave new member Josh Jones his 
membership certificate, and gave renewals to Daniel (9 years), 
Brooks (18) and Rack (8). SteveG explained that we are looking 
to use the Lakeside Harmony Retreat on July 19-20 as our 
chorus retreat, and Lunch Break is the featured quartet. He was 
proud of our singing etiquette tonight.  


After the break, the quartet of Rich, Daniel, Cameron and Wally 
sang My Wild Irish Rose. We sang Happy Birthday to Beau and 
to DaveF in absentia. The physical Gandy was passed to Paul 
and then to Charlie who gave it to Wendal for his work getting 
our risers to Dixie convention in Gadsden. We closed with 
KTTWS. 


 


This week’s word is Affiliates. The Barbershop Harmony Society 
includes chapters across the USA and Canada, but the 
American art form of Barbershop singing is enjoyed in many 
other countries as well. The BHS has formal alliances with 
most of the barbershop harmony groups around the world and 
we invite their winning quartets and choruses to compete at our 
International Contest if they meet the score requirements, 
treating them very much like additional districts of the BHS. We 
are also friendly with several US and international women’s 
barbershop groups. Here is a list of most of the affiliates around 
the world: 


Men 
AAMBS Australian Association of Men Barbershop Singers 
BABS British Association of Barbershop Singers 
BinG! Barbershop in Germany 
DABS Dutch Association of Barbershop Singers 
IABS Irish Association of Barbershop Singers 
FABS Finnish Association of Barbershop Singers 
NZABS New Zealand Association of Barbershop Singing 
SABS Spanish Association of Barbershop Singers 
SNOBS Society of Nordic Barbershop Singers 
SPATS Southern Part of Africa Tonsorial Singers 
 
Women  
HH Holland Harmony 
HI Harmony, Inc. 
LABBS Ladies Association of British Barbershop Singers 
SAI Sweet Adelines International 
 
A few bits of affiliate trivia: Only the US and Canadian national 
anthems are sung before the quartet finals at the BHS 
International Convention, but affiliate quartets from the second 
semifinal get to sing their national anthems before the first 
semifinal round and vice versa. Paul Gardner, the President of 
the Cleveland chapter, was a member of BABS when he lived in 
England. You may have met him at Cleveland’s Christmas 
show and I’m pretty sure he sang with us on our Christmas 
show. He’s a super-nice guy so introduce yourself when you 
see him and ask him about BABS. Though we have had several 
gold-winning collegiate quartets, Ringmasters (2012) was the 
first affiliate quartet to win a quartet gold medal (see photograph 
to the left). Wally 


16 - Joyce Delaney 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Barbershop Term of the Week 
(BTOW)


Birthdays


Online Archive 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Naturalization Sing Out April 15, 2013 


Board Meeting, Monday, April 15, 
5:30, All Saints 


Special Olympic Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30, McCallie 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 PM 
for 8 PM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Hey Everyone, Please help spread 
the word that Ringmasters will 
appear on the Today Show, 
Thursday, April 11, followed by a 
FREE webcast THAT NIGHT! This is 
big for barbershop. Gary 


 


I was raised in Tulsa and my first 
singing experience (tall boy in back 
row) was in the Cub Scout Chorus 
(CSC). After joining the Choo Choo 
Chorus and learning the Tulsa 
history of our society, I tried to 
research the origins of the CSC 
wondering if a barbershopper had a 
role in starting it. Cub Scout 
headquarters had no record of this 
or any chorus, and too much time 
had passed such that I could not find 
anyone who could help. I still 
wonder... SteveW  


 


In This E-mail
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l Highlights of Last Meeting  
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Ringmaster on Today


SteveW's 1st Chorus


7:02 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet Roses of Morn 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor  
8:40 Risers - My Wild Irish Rose (Don Grey) 
8:50 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Risers - National Anthem 
9:10 Risers - Ten Fee Off the Ground 
9:20 Risers - Armed Forces Medley 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


SteveG led announcements. Wilbur summarized the MLT 
meeting including outlining the Annual Show, and Show Chair 
Chet challenged us on ticket sales. Wilbur also brought up that 
we have a Benevolence Policy and he needs an assistant to 
help him. Wendal volunteered. Cameron introduced returning 
guest John. Fred passed out renewals to Gene (4 years), 
DaveW (31) and Tom (50). After the break, the quartet of Beau, 
Marcellus, Wally and Cameron sang Down out Way. 


Nice work on the risers last Monday! Shenandoah, When She 
Loved Me, How's Every Little Thing In Dixie - all were one-pass 
songs, sounding amazingly good. God Bless America and 
Armed Forces Medley still need some work, but we'll get them 
polished up in time for Memorial Day. Keep thinking about open, 
consistent vowels and the "tall AND forward" sound that we 
need to make. See you Monday. Paul 


I just returned from the sing out and have to write this while I'm 
still high from the ceremony. As shown above in the photograph 
by Cornell Mitchell, twelve guys show up for the 10:30 AM and 1 
PM sing outs (Rich who planned on singing was sick.) The 
ceremony is always about the same, and like always I cannot 
make it thru our songs without breaking up. After the 
ceremonies, most of us stay around for a few minutes to 
welcome the new citizens. After the second ceremony, DaveF, 
Marcellus and I were just outside the door welcoming the new 
citizens and receiving their thanks for our singing. This year Rich 
added God Bless America, and that got the most praise. DaveF 
likes to ask to see their Naturalization Certificate, and they are 
proud to show it. My brother spends time in Thailand, and I had 
to greet the new guy from Thailand using the greeting I learned 
from him. I also ask how to say Welcome in their native tongue 
and then try to say it with what I'm sure is friendly, but mis-
pronounced. An inspiring day for all! SteveW 


Here is the Times Free Press video of the 10:30am 
Naturalization Ceremony. Wally  


http://www.timesfreepress.com/videos/2013/apr/05/6545 


Owen Clifton “OC” Cash (1892-1953) is the founder of our 
society. “The Apostle of Harmony” was born in northern Missouri 
in 1892. When he was six, his Baptist-minister father moved the 
family to Cherokee territory (now part of Oklahoma) by wagon. 
After college, he passed the bar and joined the U.S. Army to fight 
in WWI but the war ended before he could serve. By 1930, he 
had a job as tax commissioner for Standolind, a Standard Oil 
subsidiary. He was affiliated with the Presbyterian Church, the 
Sons of the American Revolution, and the Tulsa Chamber of 
Commerce, among others. I’ll cover the founding of our society 
in another column, but I must mention that OC played a critical 
role in it, so much so that we often end pledges with “so help 
me OC Cash.” That sort of deification says something about the 
impact this amazing man has had on our art form and hobby. 
The Harmonizer ran a lengthy remembrance of OC in the 
September, 1953 issue. Please click HERE if want to know 
more about him: Wally 


[Click HERE to read Wally's Words from previous newsletters.] 


I still have four photos from folks who ordered them from 
Gadsden. If you don't claim them by Monday, I'm offereing them 
to whoever first waves a twenty dollar bill in my face. Gary 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Naturalization Sing Out April 22, 2013 


Special Olympic Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30, McCallie 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 PM 
for 8 PM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


During the Board Meeting, we came 
up with a committee to work on a 
new Chorus uniform. Marcellus is 
the lead with Camaron Druyor and 
me. You will be getting a survey 
about choices for a new uniform. We 
are going for a long term reliable 
source in pants so the khaki and 
blue colors will be the same 
whether we order them now or 
replacements in a few years. An 
updated shirt, instead of the polo, 
maybe a button down in white or red. 
And maybe new ties (white to go 
with the red shirts and blue pants), 
etc. When the survey comes out, 
please respond to Marcellus, or 
don't bitch about the results. DaveF 
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New Uniform 
Committee


7:02 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet Roses of Morn 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - DaveF-Br, John-B, Cameron-T, Gary-L 
8:40 Risers - My Wild Irish Rose (Don Grey) 
8:50 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Risers - National Anthem 
9:10 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
9:20 Risers - Armed Forces Medley 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


We rehearsed three Polecats and it was followed by a discussion 
from Paul about the forming of vowels and how important they are 
to singing. We did extensive rehearsal on Celebrate Harmony. 
Following the break we heard from quartet members Wally, Paul, 
Chuck and Johnny who all sang different parts. We followed it up 
with practice on The National Anthem and finished off rehearsal 
with Hello, Mary Lou in preparation for the Special Olympics Sing 
Out on Saturday. Cameron passed the Gandy to Lebron. 


The vocal folds (sometimes called vocal cords or chords) are the 
part of the vocal apparatus that chop up the air from our lungs to 
create pitch. They are located in the larynx, sometimes called the 
voice box. Though sometimes confused with the larynx, the 
Adam’s Apple is made up of thyroid cartilage that protects the 
front of our larynx. In men, this cartilage grows during 
adolescence and creates a larger soundboard for our voice 
which plays a part in voice deepening. The folds are mostly 
stationary at one end and our muscles manipulate the other end. 
As you move higher into head voice, the folds zip up, leaving a 
smaller opening to vibrate. So, like a guitar string, you can either 
make the fold shorter or thinner to get a higher pitch. The zipping-
up is what happens with head voice and making just the thin 
edges vibrate is falsetto. Damage to the vocal folds can leave 
scar tissue and even cause vocal nodules and other terrible 
voice-changing conditions. Newborns have vocal folds with 
significantly different chemical makeup that allow them to make 
very high pitches for long periods without damage, crying an 
average over six hours per day without permanently wrecking 
their voice. Please click HERE to watch a video of male vocal 
folds in action. Wally 


[Click HERE to read Wally's Words from previous newsletters.] 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Garden Plaza Sing Out Febuary 4, 2013 


Valentines Day, Thursday, February 
14 


Valentines Party, February 16th. 
Location to be determined. See note 
from Gary below.  


Spring Contest, March 8-9 (this is a 
corrected date), Gadsden, AL 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


Members should have these songs 
memorized and at performance 
level. 


National Anthem  
Hello, Mary Lou 


Shenendoah 
Simple Melody 


God Bless America 
Featured Polecats  


(MLT will add more at next meeting)  


Honey Lil Lize 
Sweet and Lovely 
My Wild Irish Rose 


Wait Til the Sun Shines, Nelly 
Down My Way 


Let Me Call You Sweetheart  


It's not too early to start selling 
Singing Valentines. The new order 
form is attached to this newsletter. 


A new batch of SV yard signs was 
printed and can be picked up on 
Monday. In the past, these have 
been very effective in getting orders. 
Guideline on where we can place 
them are attached.  


SteveG has asked me to take a 
count of who will be coming to the 
Valentine Party on Saturday, 
February 16th. Location is yet to be 
determined, but cost per person is 
$15. Please email me at 
garmarsa@bellsouth.net to let me 
know you're coming, Gary 
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Chapter Repertory


Featured Polecats


Singing Valentine 
Order Form Attached


Singing Valentine 
Yard Signs Available


Valentine Party


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - I Love You Truly - Prep for Val Day  
7:30 Paul - Honey Lil Lize 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Sweet and Lovely 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brandon, DaveF, Rich and Chet 
8:40 Risers - Nellie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Both Chuck and Paul worked on I Love You Truly. Grubb led 
annoncements. Fred passed an eleven year renewal to SteveW. 
Wilbur announce we have GPS for annual show, and Paul 
announced that Lunch Break will be our guest quartet. Cameron 
introduced second time visitor, Jesse, and we sang him a 
welcomne. A Garden Plaza lady gave Paul $20 for us singing so 
well and he put it in our HF basket. Marcellus brought us up-to-
date on SV planning, and announced that SV yard signs are 
available. SteveW talked about legal sign placement (see the 
attachment.) Chet asked for a SV flier to emai, and it is attached. 
Please forward it to those in your email address book. The quartet 
of Fred, SteveW, Brooks and Lebron sang Let Me Call You 
Sweetheart to Genette. We went to the risers and worked on 
contest song WSLM. Gary passed the Gandy to Gene, and we 
closed with KTWWS. 


Nineteen guys showed up on a cold evening for this sing out to a 
full house at Garden Plaza retirement home. We sang the songs 
on the Chapter Repertory in the left column and as an encore at 
JW's suggestion, I Love You Truly. The Chattanooguys sang 
three songs. As the pictures show, we stayed around for a while 
talking with people. Photographs by Tanya Fluery.  


  


Let’s get a little bit technical for a few weeks. The circle of fifths 
has nothing to do with drinking whiskey with your friends, so I’ll 
just get that out of the way right off. Pick a note on a piano, any 
note, and write it down. Play a major scale up from that note until 
you reach the fifth note. Write that one down. Now, starting where 
you stopped, begin another major scale from there, and so on. 
You will end up with something like this: C-G-D-A-E-B-Gb-Db-Ab-
Eb-Bb-F-C. Notice that the interval between each of those notes is 
a fifth and it makes a big circle, touching each of the 12 notes 
within an octave only once, so it’s a circle made up of fifths.  


It turns out the laws of acoustics make songs which move along 
this circle very pleasing to the human ear. For barbershop, 
movement BACKWARDS around this circle makes frequent use 
of the barbershop 7th chord to lead from one chord to another. 
This movement around the circle and the use of barbershop 7th 
chords make up a very large part of the definition of the 
barbershop sound. Without the circle of fifths, there is no 
barbershop sound, and not much other music either.  


If this interests you, ask Paul sometime about the “barbershop zip 
code” 36251. You also might want to get a copy of the handout 
“Here Is Why Some Guys Sing Flat”. The circle of fifths is partly to 
blame. Please send any corrections or comments to 
wally@epbfi.com and we can add it to next week’s column. Wally 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


 


Marcellus Says They're Working Febuary 11, 2013 


Valentines Day Fund Drive, 
Thursday, February 14 


Valentines Party, February 16th. 
6:00 PM, St. Alban's Episcopal 
Church. See note from Gary below.  


Spring Contest, March 8-9, 
Gadsden, AL 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


It's not too early to start selling 
Singing Valentines. The new order 
form is attached to this newsletter. 


The Valentine Party this year will be 
hosted by Gary and Marilyn Fisher 
on Saturday, February 16th at 6:00 
pm. Tickets are $15 each and I need 
a full count and the money by 
Monday night's rehearsal. The party 
will include song, food and the 
Barbershop of the Year Award. Only 
Fred knows who that is so make 
sure you come...could be YOU!  


Directions to St. Alban's Episcopal 
Church in Hixson: 1. Take Highway 
153 North just past Northgate Mall to 
the up ramp of Hixson Pike (Rd 
319). 2. Travel 5.3 miles on Hixson 
Pike towards Chester Frost Park. 3. 
Just past the turn off to Chester 
Frost, behind the abandoned gas 
station, turn into the driveway of St. 
Alban's Church. The address is 
7514 Hixson Pike. 


Fred says: "Are you familiar with the 
Pythagorean comma? It is the 
discrepancy between the first and 
last pitch in the circle of fifths, 
making the final pitch about an 
eighth of a tone sharp. Thus every 
pitch in the circle is flatted slightly so 
that it comes out correctly resulting 
in the equally tempered scale. The 
BBS publication "The Physics of 
Barbershop Sound" is very 
interesting if you want to go deeper 
into the way barbershop sounds. It 
also includes "Why Some Guys Sing 
Flat" and the explanation. Chuck 
Wilson noted this flatting once in a 
warmup by doing the tag." 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Singing Valentines Update  


l Singing Valentines Order Form  


l Valentine Party  


l Barbershop Term of the Week  


l Comment on Last Week's 


BTOW 


Calendar


Singing Valentine 
Order Form Attached


Valentine Party


Comment on Last 
Week's BTOW


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - I Love You Truly - Prep for Val Day  
7:30 Paul - Wait Till The Sunshines, Nelly 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Sweet and Lovely 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Tom, Beau and Erby 
8:40 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Twenty-nine attended last Monday's meeting, though there were 
only 11 at 7 PM. We spent extra time on Heart of My Heart.  


Bill lead announcments. Wilbur noted the Dixie Conference 
Registration is online and he also passed out those forms ($39 
advanced - $49 after Feb 22). Gary purchased recycle containers 
for paper and plastic - so use them. He provided the details for 
the Valentines Party (see left column.) Fred passed a 3 year 
renewal to Wendell. Cameron introduced our 4 guests, Jesse, 
Doug, Andrew and Nathanial and we sang them a welcome. 
Marcellus gave an update on SV (see below). New prices are $45 
for four hour window), $55 (two hour) and $70 (one hour).  


The Four Blades, that is Rich, Chet, DaveF and Brandon sang 
Down Our Way.Gene passed the Gandy to Beau. We closed with 
KTWWS.  


My only message is: Thanks for all those who have already 
begun to pound the bushes for Valentines. I have feeling that the 
enthusiasm I have felt in prior years does not seem to be 
present. Don't know if a lot of folks are suffering burnout or what. 
What I do know is that with Valantines Day just 9 days away, we 
need to generate some real energy. Looks like we'll have three 
quartets working the orders. I'm asking all members to do what 
they can to help make this year's campaign a success. If each 
member sold at least one Valentine, that would put us about 1/2 
way there. Getting signs out is also critical. We are fortunate that 
the election co-incides with this year's campaign so we can plant 
them right alongside those campaign posters . Let's get those 
signs out wherever we can, especially at busy intersections. 
Pass cards out. I noticed few people took the small business 
sized cards to hand out. Nothing will happen unless we get in 
there and roll our sleeves up! Special thanks for those who are 
already hard at work on behalf of this important effort. Thank You 
for all your hard work! Marcellus  


This week's term is key signature. How do we choose which note 
to blow before a song? Does it really matter? The key signature is 
how we know where the tonal center of the piece is, the tonic, 
what Paul often calls “home” or “do” in the do-re-mi of solfège. 
You can see the key signature just to the left of the first notes of a 
song. It’s represented by a grouping of sharp or flat symbols, or 
sometimes no symbols at all. Here are some key signatures: No 
flats or sharps (C), one flat (F), two flats (Bb), three flats (Eb), four 
flats (Ab), one sharp (G), two sharps (D). These are the major 
keys most frequently used in our arrangements. Each key has a 
relative minor key, too, but that’s not something I’m going to get 
into this week. Each sharp or flat symbol falls on a line or space. 
Any time a note in the song falls on that line or space, the symbol 
from the key signature applies to that note. So E’s and B’s are 
automatically flat if the key signature has two flat symbols. This 
makes our music readable without having to see a billion little flat 
symbols all the time. Why would the arranger use any key other 
than C? I’m not an arranger, yet, but it appears to mostly relate to 
the range of the diffenent parts, especially the melody. For 
example, we try not to ask the basses to sing anything lower than 
the F below the bass clef. We try not to ask the leads to sing 
anything in chest voice above F#. We almost never ask the tenors 
to sing above the high C, and so on. My quartet frequently sings 
our songs up to a half step higher than they are written simply 
because it sounds better for our particular singers. You can sing 
a song up or down from where it is written so long as everyone 
agrees., like we did with How’s Every Little Thing in Dixie? last 
week (up 1.5 steps). So when someone blows the pitch, listen 
carefully for the high side of the note and think “There’s no place 
like home.” Chances are good that you’ll sing that note a lot for 
the next two minutes. Please send any corrections or comments 
to wally@epbfi.com and we can add it to next week’s column. 
Wally 
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Febuary 18, 2013 


Board Meeting, Monday, Feb 18, 
5:30 PM, All Saints 


Valentines Party, February 16th. 
6:00 PM, St. Alban's Episcopal 
Church. See note from Gary below.  


Spring Contest, March 8-9, 
Gadsden, AL 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


Our Valentine/Awards Party is on 
Saturday, February 16th, 6 pm, at St. 
Alban's Episcopal church, Hixson 
Pike and catered by the Fisher 
family. Join us for song, good food 
and camaraderie as well as 
presentation of the President's 
Award and the BOTY Award. If you've 
already confirmed you're coming, 
great but I will still accept additional 
requests as late as Thursday, 6 PM. 
Tickets are $15 each.  
 
Directions to St. Alban's Episcopal 
Church in Hixson: 1. Take Highway 
153 North just past Northgate Mall to 
the up ramp of Hixson Pike (Rd 
319). 2. Travel 5.3 miles on Hixson 
Pike towards Chester Frost Park. 3. 
Just past the turn off to Chester 
Frost, behind the abandoned gas 
station, turn into the driveway of St. 
Alban's Church. The address is 
7514 Hixson Pike. Gary Fisher 
(423)847-3776, (423)838-5828 (cell) 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  
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Valentine Party


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - My Wild Irish Rose 
7:30 Paul - Honey Little Lize 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Sweet and Lovely 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Tom, Beau and Erby 
8:40 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


SteveB led announcements. Cameron introduced visitors, Jesse, 
Daniel and Josh. Fred passed renewals to Gary (9 years) and 
Wilbur (23). Marcellus asked for help with taking orders over the 
telephone. Wilbur summarized the MLT meeting. Dress for 
contest is tux with purple accessories.  


After the break the Valentines quartet of Brandon, Chuck, Erby 
and Wendell sang Let Me Call You Sweetheart and the 
Chattanooguys sang the same. We worked on How's Every Little 
THing in Dixie. Beau passed the Gandy to Wilbur. We closed with 
KTWWS.  


What a grand 50th Year for the Choo Choo Chorus: Valentines 
Fund Drive, Valentines/Awards Banquet, redecorate rooms, 50th 
Party, 50th Show, Christmas show with biggest CCCC and 
audience, $11,115 check to Boehm Birth Defects Center, 2 Dixie 
competitions, Harmony Foundation donation, Christmas Party 
plus 20 civic and other sing outs. Congratulations to everyone for 
your hard work.  


  


Solfège. “Do, a deer, a female deer; Re, a drop of golden sun; Mi, 
a name I call myself; Fa, a long, long way to run.” You probably all 
recognize those lyrics. It’s one of the most memorable songs 
from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “The Sound of Music”, and the 
first and maybe only time people from my generation are exposed 
to the art of solfège, sometimes called solfeggio. Music majors 
may still learn this method, but that’s about it as far as I can find. 
In solfège, each note of the major scale for a piece of music’s key 
is assigned a syllable. Beginning at the tonic, they are do, re, mi, 
fa, sol, la, and ti. It is used to teach the intervals between notes 
and to aid in sight singing. You’ll hear Paul use it all the time 
when he is describing intervals between notes. In the United 
States, we use what’s called “movable do” solfège. We always 
assign “do” to the tonic of the piece. When we have a key change, 
we move “do” accordingly. In some countries, they use “fixed do” 
solfège. In that method, “do” is always the same pitch and the key 
signature is ignored. If you would like some helping learning 
solfège, you can find free software at solfege.org. Please send 
any corrections or comments to wally@epbfi.com and we can 
add it to next week’s column. Wally 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Valentines/Awards Party February 25, 2013 


Spring Contest, March 8-9, 
Gadsden, AL Dress is tux with 
purple accessories. 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli Theatre 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


 


Twenty nine attended the 
Valentine/Awards Party hosted by 
Gary and Marilyn Fisher at St Alban's 
Episcopal Church on February 16th. 
The Fishers catered a great dinner 
with salad, brisket, chicken 
casserole and an amazing carrot 
casserole that even SteveB, who 
doesn't much like cooked carrots, 
liked, and for dessert cheesecake 
and red velvet cake.  
 
SteveB was our entertaining MC. 
Wally gave the Presidents award to 
Marcellus, and the BOTY, presented 
with humor by Fred, went to Steve 
Wixson. We sang two Valentines 
songs to our ladies. A nice evening 
of food, fun and fellowship. 
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Highlights of 
Valentine/Awards 


Party


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Wait Til the Sunshines, Nellie 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Honey Little Lize 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Fred, Charlie, Benny & Gary 
8:40 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


SteveB led announcements and gave us a B+ for not talking 
when the Director is talking. He gave a brief summary of the 
Valentines/Awards Party, and encourage more to attend in the 
future. Wally gave a brief Board Meeting review. Wilbur 
announced the Christmas Show will be at the Tivoli Theatre on 
December 19th. Fred passed a 3 year renewal to Rich. 
Cameron welcomed Doug, Nathaniel, Josh and JJ and we 
sang them a welcome. The quartet of Wally, Tom, Beau and 
Erby sang Honey Little Lize. Wilbur passed the Gandy to Chet. 
We closed with KTWWS. 


Anyone buying tickets at the "box office" desk at any of our 
concerts can now use a credit card for their purchase using a 
credit card swipe through my iPhone. The money automatically 
is deposited in our checking account. Gary Fisher, Treasurer 


Let's talk about some arrangers for a bit. Dr. Val J. Hicks (1933-
2004) was a 53-year member of our society (photo in left 
column). He was a prolific composer and arranger and helped 
spread barbershop singing around the globe. You will see his 
name on almost 800 arrangements, including the Society’s 
standard Star-Spangled Banner. You would also recognize The 
Showboat Came to Town, Shine On, Harvest Moon, Ten Feet Off 
the Ground, and a bunch more. He was judging at the 
international level by age 24. He arranged music for and 
coached groups on major network programs like Lawrence 
Welk, Danny Kaye, and Andy Williams. He also helped the 
Osmonds get their start. A quote from Val: "Barbershop can be 
loud, out of tune (with certain voices grating and dominating), 
with corny lyrics, trite melodies and silly interpretations, or it can 
be beautifully crafted, wonderfully in tune and performed with 
exciting vocal artistry worthy of any audience in the world. It's 
your choice." The man was a barbershop GIANT and his 
influence can’t be overstated. Click HERE if you would like to 
read stories about Val: Please send any corrections or 
comments to wally@epbfi.com and we can add it to next week’s 
column. Wally 
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Boehm Check Presentation January 7, 2013 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, January 
24, 6:15 PM 


Valentines Day, Thursday, February 
14 


Spring Contest, March 7-8 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17 (tentative) 


Fall Contest, October 4-5 


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 16 
(tentative) 


Thanks to everyone that came to 
rehearsal on Monday to present an 
$11,115 check to the Boehm 
Center. This is enough money to 
purchase four wheelchairs and also 
aid families of children born with 
spina bifida and other birth defects. 
Director Elizabeth Myers indicated 
that the Choo Choo Chorus 
Christmas program is one of the top 
three fund raisers for Boehm BDC. 
My personal thanks to each of you 
that sold a ticket, sang a note or 
lifted a riser to make it possible. 
 
Shown in the photograph above are 
front row to back, left to right; Paul 
Denise Wilson, Chair of Boehm 
Board, Elizabeth Myers, Boehm 
Executive Director, Wally, Second 
row; Brooks, Gene, Chuck, Wendell, 
Gary, Third row; Rich, Daniel, Beau, 
Pat, Fred, Fourth row; Will Rogers, 
Erby, Steve Grubb, Wilbur and Chet. 


Please pray for Sondra Rack who is 
in the hospital and scheduled for 
possible surgery followed by 
therapy. Pat Crowe 


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Thanks from Gary  


l A Prayer for Sondra  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


Calendar


Thanks from Gary


A Prayer for Sondra


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Paul - Let Me Call You Sweetheart - Prep for Val Day  
7:30 Paul - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Circle - Simple Medley 
8:10 Paul - Circle - God Bless America 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Fred, Cameron, Chuck & Daniel 
8:40 Risers - Songs for Garden Plaza sing out 
Listener Brooks, Watcher Crowe 
9:00 Paul - Shenandoah 
Listener Chet, Watcher Wally  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


After the check presentation (see left column) we worked on 
Shenandoah, Simple Melody, Darkness on the Delta, Hello Mary 
Lou, and Ten Feet Tall. Paul played the learning CD for the new 
Armed Forces Medley and we broke into sectional to start 
learning it. We rejoined and worked on the Marine Hymn section 


Announcements. Wally thanked Lebron for his 4 years as 
President. He gave a brief overview of the Planning Meeting say 
quarteting is one thing he will concentrate on. Cameron said their 
would be three guests nights this year, and we sang a welcome 
to JJ and Will Rogers. Program VP, Steve G talked about not 
talking when Paul is directing/instructing. Fred passed a three 
year renewal to Cameron. Lebron passed the Gandy to Cameron. 
We closed with KTWWS. 


The second Dixie quartet to win international gold, FRED formed 
in 1990 within the Big Chicken Chorus in Marietta. They competed 
on the international stage nine times and finally won in 1999, 
becoming the first primarily comedic quartet to do so. Storm Front 
(2010) is the only other comedic quartet to win the gold. I saw 
FRED sing on a Dixie Convention show in the early 2000s and I 
think most of our guys would agree that they their act was one of 
the funniest things we have ever seen in barbershop. Their ability 
to work jokes about the judges or specific singers into their lyrics 
tickled an “inside-joke” part of our funny bones that had 
barbershoppers listening to their every word with anticipation. The 
members: Tenor: Jared "Pookie" Carlson, Lead: Rick LaRosa, 
Bari: Clay Hine, Bass: Joe Clay. Clay Hine is now the Director of 
the Atlanta Vocal Project. FRED is still together and occasionally 
sings on chapter shows. They have produced four recordings 
which you can and should buy on CD.  
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Hats Off to Our Members January 21, 2013 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, January 24, 
6:15 PM 


Valentines Day, Thursday, February 
14 


Spring Contest, March 7-8 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17 (tentative) 


Fall Contest, October 4-5 


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 16 
(tentative) 


Former member, James Coulter, 
died Tuesay night. His funeral will be 
at Heritage Funeral Home on East 
Brainerd Road. James made many 
contributions to the chapter including 
the railroad engine on display in our 
chair room. 


 


It's not too early to start selling 
Singing Valentines. The new order 
form is attached to this newsletter.  


The MLT selected the following 
Polecats to bring to performance 


level. 
 


Honey Lil Lize 
Sweet and Lovely 
My Wild Irish Rose 


Wait Til the Sun Shines, Nelly 
Down My Way 


Let Me Call You Sweetheart  
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James Coulter Died


James Coulter


Singing Valentine 
Order Form Attached


Featured Polecats


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Let Me Call You Sweetheart - Prep for Val Day  
7:30 Paul - Honey Lil Lize 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Circle - Darkness on the Delta 
8:10 Paul - National Anthem 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Gene, Wendell & Marcellus 
8:40 Risers - Songs for Garden Plaza sing out 
Listener Brooks, Watcher Crowe 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me, How's Every Little Thing 
Listener Chet, Watcher Wally  
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Announcements. Fred noted a 37 year renewal for Clarence. 
Wilbur noted only one month to the Singing Valentines Fund 
Raiser, and we have five quartets. Also Dixie Contest is only two 
months away. The MLT is featuring 6 Polecats for the year, and 
see the list in the left column. Cameron passed out new Polecat 
learning CDs. Gary noted in 2012 our weekly basket money for 
the Harmony Foundation was $780 as shown in the photograph. 
Cameron welcomed visitors Tony Fowler and Doug Alexander, 
and we sang them a welcome. And we welcomed Tom back with 
applause. 


After the break, the quartet of Fred, Cameron, Daniel and Chuck 
sang Let Me Call You Sweetheart. Cameron passed the Gandy to 
Steve Grubb. We closed with KTWWS.  


The third and most recent Dixie quartet to win international gold 
was Four Voices. Before Chad Guyton was the director of 
Cleveland, TN’s Scream Machine Chorus (now Sound of TN), he 
and the other three members of Four Voices were members of 
the Chattanooga Chapter. They made up four of the eight men in 
The Voices of Lee, Lee University’s 16-member elite singing 
group. They won the gold medal in the collegiate contest in 1996 
on their second try, then won international gold in 2002, the first 
quartet to win both contests. Brandon Guyton, the baritone, won 
another gold medal with The Ambassadors of Harmony (St. 
Charles, MO), in the 2009 chorus contest. Four Voices recently 
got back together to sing for their 10th anniversary in Portland, 
OR, and have produced two excellent CDs. Their recordings of 
“Bright Was the Night” and “If I Only Had a Brain” are two of my 
favorite barbershop tracks. Wally 
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Senior Class Quartet January 28, 2013 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, January 
24, 6:15 PM. Uniform is red coat, 
white shirt, blue tie, navy blue pants 
and black shoes and socks.  


Valentines Day, Thursday, February 
14 


Valentines Party, February 15th or 
16th (tentative). 


Spring Contest, March 8-9 (this is a 
corrected date), Gadsden, AL 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17 (tentative) 


Fall Contest, October 4-5 


Christmas Show  


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


It's not too early to start selling 
Singing Valentines. The new order 
form is attached to this newsletter.  


The MLT selected the following 
Polecats to bring to performance 


level. 
 


Honey Lil Lize 
Sweet and Lovely 
My Wild Irish Rose 


Wait Til the Sun Shines, Nelly 
Down My Way 


Let Me Call You Sweetheart  
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Singing Valentine 
Order Form Attached


Featured Polecats


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - I Love You Truly - Prep for Val Day  
7:30 Paul - Honey Lil Lize 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Sweet and Lovely 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Fred, SteveW, Brooks & Lebron 
8:40 Risers - Nellie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Paul taught the tag, Old Dominion Line without sheet music. 
SteveG led announcements again requesting the chorus keep 
the talking down. Wally gave a quick overview of the Board 
meeting. We sang a welcome to visitor, Jesse. Fred passed a 10 
year renewal to Lebron. Wilbur announced that Marcellus and JW 
will chair the Singing Valentine fund raiser, and reminded 
everyone of the upcoming Dixie Convention in Gadsden. SteveG 
announced the Valentines Party will be on February 15 or 16. 
Marcellus gave an overview of SV advertising and encouraged us 
to start selling them. Rich reminded us of the Garden Plaza sing 
out on Thursday, January 24. 


In remembrance of James Coulter, Rock City 4 told some stories 
about James and sang his favorite song Down By The Old Mill 
Stream. Wally, Gene, Wendell and Marcellus sang Heart of My 
Heart. We worked on our Garden Plaza sing out songs on the 
risers. SteveG passed the Gandy to Gary, and we closed with 
Gary leading KTWWS. 


This week it is James Coulter. See Fred's tribute below.  


Only a few members remember James when he left the Chorus 
in early 1996. Prior to that, he met me at the meeting room door at 
Brainerd Baptist Church when I arrived in October 1989. He had 
organized the Rock City Four quartet in 1989, and asked me in 
1990 to replace the tenor who was moving to the east coast. He 
started the singing Valentine program with RC4 which later 
spread to other quartets and the Chorus. He formed the quartet, 
Senior Class, see photo above with from the left, Clarence Wall, 
Benny Malone with a beard, James Coulter and me) in 1995 to 
compete and win the Dixie District Senior Quartet contest, and 
then competed in the International senior contest in Jacksonville, 
FL. He was chapter President in 1991, and won Barbershopper 
Of The Year in 1990, 1993, and 1996. He spearheaded the 
purchase of the tux/purple outfits we wear for contests. He left us 
with a locomotive model we display proudly in our meeting room. 
He organized and decorated our original meeting room at All 
Saints including the folding chairs we still use. He started the 
Chapter Wall of Fame. When he returned to town to visit his 
parents living here, he would visit the Chorus, and always asked 
to sing with RC4 his favorite song, Down By The Old Mill Stream. 
He and wife June had a 50th wedding anniversary party with RC4 
singing this song and also the most appropriate song for a 
golden anniversary, Put On Your Old Gray Bonnet. He had a 
dynamic personality that spread to the Chorus. A great and giving 
man. Fred Jesse 
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2013 Planning Meeting January 7, 2013 


Meeting, Monday, January 7th, 7 PM, 
All Saints 


Garden Plaza, Thursday, January 24 


Valentines Day, Thursday, February 
14 


Spring Contest, March 7-8 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17 (tentative) 


Fall Contest, October 4-5 


Christmas Show,  


Christmas Party, December 16 
(tentative) 


The formal presentation of the 
check to the Boehm Executive 
Director is this Monday, so dress up 
in something photographable. 


1 - Niles Fowler 
19 - Marilyn Fisher 


20 - Gene Huelman 
22 - Steve Wixson 
23 - Grady Rhoden 


23 - Bill Slack 
23 - Carol Collins 


23 - Clarence and Sally Wall 
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Check Presentation
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The meeting begins with the check presentation to Elizabeth 
Myers, Executive Director of the Boehm Center. There will be 
sectionals on the first song for the Annual Show. We will work on 
songs for the Garden Plaza sing out on Thursday, January 24th. 


  


A very enthusiastic Board met for a 2013 planning meeting at 
Wally's house where he was chief (President), cook (waffles, 
bacon, fruit, OJ - see photo below. Also served was a breakfast 
casserole by Marilyn Fisher) and bottle washer (clean up after 
meeting.) Attending as shown in the photo above from the left 
were Cameron, Gary, Marcellus, SteveW (taking the photo), Fred, 
Charlie, Wilbur, Paul, Rich and Wally.  


Items discussed were dates for shows and events, early planning 
for Spring Contest, annual show, Fall Contest, Christmas show, 
regular meetings, quarteting, Spring retreat, Valentines Day, and 
more.  


 


  


I hope to write a regular newsletter column this year which 
defines commonly-used barbershop terms that the new guys 
might not recognize. I will cover quartets, arrangers, and more 
technical stuff. I'll begin with some important quartets. Only three 
Dixie quartets have won International gold (excluding college and 
senior). The first were The Confederates in 1956. Rocketing from 
31st in 1954 to 2nd the very next year, they won it all in 1956 with a 
decisive average score of 99.9. Playtonics placed 2nd with a 94.0. 
Bill “Buz” Busby, the baritone, was the longtime director of 
Memphis’ Cotton Boll Chorus (1958 Intl. Champions). The 
Confederates began a 17-year run as an immensely popular 
show quartet all over the U.S. and Canada, averaging 45 shows 
per year. Though they were famous for wearing Confederate 
officer uniforms or southern “colonel” getups, two of them were 
yankees. All of the members have passed on, but they left a 
legacy of trend-setting and represented our district well. We 
couldn’t have asked for a better quartet from Dixie. The members: 
Tenor: George Evans, Lead: Dave LaBonte, Bass: Wally 
Singleton, Bari: Bill "Buz" Busby. Wally Edmondson 
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In Memory of David Collins June 10, 2013 


Creekside, Saturday, June 8, 
Assemble 1:15PM. Patriotic uniform. 


MLT Meeting, Monday, June 10, 5:30 
PM, East Ridge Church of Christ. 
See details below. 


Chapter Meeting, Monday, June 10, 
7 PM. Because of parking problems 
at Bessy Street Strut, we will meet at 
East Ridge Church of Christ. See 
details below 


Over 50 Club, Thursday, June 20, 
5:30 PM, Alhambra Shrine 


Summer Cookout, Saturday, June 
29. Finally, the picnic is set at 
Chester Frost Park, 3 to 7 PM, at 
shelter # 4. Invite friends and family 
to join us. SteveG 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Please encourage Bari's and 
Tenor's to attend the retreat on July 
19 & 20 in Huntsville, AL. We 
presently have 13 committed, but 
none are of the two parts mentioned. 
Need these guys to go! SteveG 


We will meet on Monday, June 10 at 
East Ridge Church of Christ, 951 
McBrien Road. The fellowship room 
is taken, but we will meet in the 
Conference Classroom. Facing the 
building on McBrien Road, come to 
the back left corner of the main 
building to enter. The classroom is 
on your left. Immediately behind is 
the Fellowship Room. Plenty of 
parking on the South side of the 
building we will be using. SteveG 
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Chapter Retreat at 
Lakeside Harmony 


Weekend Update


Church of Christ 
Meeting Details


7:02 Chuck leads warm up  
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Down By The Old Mill Stream 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline - Show Arrangement 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & NO break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Fred, Wendell, Brooks, Fred 
8:40 Any other Quartet that wants to sing followed by the songs 
we love to sing  
9:00 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


SteveG led announcements. Our meeting next week will be at 
East Ridge Church of Christ (see directions in column to the 
right.) Wilbur passed a sign up sheet plus registration forms for 
the Lakeside Harmony Weekend which is our retreat for 2013. 
Fall contest will be at the Tivoli. Rich reminded us of the sing-out 
on Saturday at Creekside. Gary noted Collins family requested 
donations be to Dave Fire Department and he is collecting them 
for the chorus. Fred passed a 4 year renewal to Charlie. Wally 
welcome Andrew and Alex back and we sang them a welcome. 
Paul thanked all who showed up for Collins funeral. Also 
congratulated us for both sing outs over Memorial Day weekend. 
Lots of thanks from attendees. Daniel passed the Gandy to 
Brooks and we closed with KTWWS.  


David Bernard Collins was born in Chattanooga on September 
16, 1944 and died here on May 30, 2013. He was a hard working 
member of the Choo Choo Chorus though in recent years he 
worked hard for the Cleveland Chorus. He served on the Dixie 
District Board. He support our chorus when he was needed both 
at shows and contest, and recently he and Rock City 4 sang for 
us frequently after break. A remembrance video is on-line and 
can be viewed by clicking HERE. RC4 Fred Jesse remembers 
Dave this way. 


"I joined the Society in Kansas City in 1985, and I guess Dave 
joined in the next mail because his Membership number is just 
13 digits from mine. We first met when I came to Chattanooga in 
late 1989. He was Chapter President the year before, 
Barbershopper Of The Year in years 1989, 1992, 1995, 1998, 
and 1999. He was the bass in many quartets including Blue 
Plate Special, Choo Choo City Chord Committee, Just For Kicks, 
Mixed Blend, New Kids On The Block, Sound Decision, and 
Rock City Four since 1994. He was a force in obtaining the 
original meeting room upstairs and moving down to the present 
meeting location. He worked on the fix up of that room and 
ventilation system, and eventually obtained and added the 
mirrors on the meeting room wall. And, it's been my special 
pleasure singing with him all these years in contests, chapter 
shows, sing-outs, pick-up quartets, tag sessions, and practices. 
Yes practices, because we had to get it right."  


The Chorus is sending $100 to the Suck Creek Mountain 
Volunteer Fire Department in memoriam for Dave Collins. If you 
wish to make your own donation send to: SCMVFD C/O Glen 
Mercer, 375 Bluff Drive, Chattanooga, TN 37405 


Check out these videos of our Scout Flag Day and Memorial Day 
sing outs. There are only short clips of the chorus, but our 
singing is background for one of the videos. Click HERE for 
Channel 3 and HERE for Channel 12. DaveF 


Congratulations on a great session Monday night! I really like 
the "new" Choo Choo Chorus - we're on our way to repeating 
Most Improved this fall! Please work on upcoming songs (you'll 
find them listed above) so we don't have to spend time teaching 
words and notes - we get a lot more done when we're in "polish" 
mode. Thanks for all your hard work. The results speak for 
themselves- even to Dave Fleury ;-} Paul 


Chuck Greene (1949-2012) was a barbershopper from the 
Asheville area who passed away last August. He competed on 
the International stage four times as a bass in four different 
quartets, but he was better-known (at least since I have heard of 
him) as a coach and chapter rejuvenator. He was a Scrabble 
enthusiast, a co-founder of the extreme Quartetting Harmony 
Brigades, and attended 42 consecutive International 
Conventions. By all accounts, and I’m sure many of you reading 
this know the man and can share stories, he was a magical 
person who was an instant friend and eager to share four-part 
harmony with everyone. His “Compellingly Attractive Chapter 
Meetings” program was instrumental in completely rejuvenating 
many chapters and doubling the roles of others. We use some 
of the ideas from his plan every Monday night, like the “script” 
and singing in different formations. You should read the 
amazing account of how he got to go to his first International 
Convention. It’s quite a story! http://tinyurl.com/bcnwo3a His 
influence will be felt for many years to come in our society. Wally 
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Dave Collins Farewell June 17, 2013 


Over 50 Club, Thursday, June 20, 
5:30 PM, Alhambra Shrine 


Summer Cookout, Saturday, June 
29, 3 to 7 PM.. The picnic is set at 
Chester Frost Park, at shelter # 4. 
Invite friends and family to join us. 
SteveG 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Saturday, 
December 14 (New Date) 


Christmas Party, Monday, 
December 16 (tentative)  


Over 50 Club sing out is Thursday, 
June 20 at the Alhambra Temple, 
5:30 pm is arrival time. Patriotic 
uniform. Rich 


Your esteemed treasurer will be 
gone for two weeks to the sunny 
beaches of Florida. If you have any 
checks that have to be written, 
please see Dave Fleury. Gary  


Thirty current and former 
Chattanooga and Cleveland Chapter 
members directed by Chad Guyton 
sang at Dave Collins' funeral. Also 
shown in the photograph is the Red 
Bank Baptist Prime Time Singers 
and Dave also sang with them. Click 
HERE to see a nice video that pays 
tribute to the time Dave spent with 
the Choo Choo Chorus.  
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Over 50 Club Sing 
Out Reminder


Note From Treasurer


Dave Collins Farewell 
Photograph and 


Video


7:02 Chuck leads warm up  
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Down By The Old Mill Stream 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:50 Paul - Sentimental Gentlemen From Georgia 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor -  
8:40 Risers - Sentimental Gentleman From Georgia 
8:50 Risers - Lulus Back in Town 
9:00 Risers - Caroline 
9:10 Risers - Celebrate Harmony 
9:20 Risers - Nearer My God To Thee 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Fifteen showed up in SteveG's Sunday School room at East 
Ridge Church of Christ for a good rehearsal. Paul organized a 
breakout quartet line for Down Our Way and that worked so well 
that we will continue that for a few weeks.  


Announcements. SteveG noted that we've had to cancel the 
Chapter Retreat at Dixie Harmony Weekend due to not having 
any Tenors or Baritones. There is still a week or so before the 
deadline so sign up if you can. He passed around the sign up 
sheet for bringing food items to the picnic. Rich took a count of 
wives attending the Over 50 sing out as it looks like they will be 
able to eat dinner. Wendell needs help with the risers for that 
Over 50 sing out - please contact him. Paul announced a date 
conflict such that we do not have the Tivoli for the Christmas 
Show. Working on the Community Theatre at Memorial on 
Saturday, December 14. There was no break and we sang our 
favorite songs until Brooks passed the Gandy to Wendell for his 
riser work. We closed with KTWWS. 


At the MLT meeting last Monday the following songs were 
selected for the basic Chapter Repertory; Armed Forces Medley, 
Caroline, Celebrate Harmony, Darkness on the Delta, Georgia 
On My Mind, God Bless America, How's Every Little Thing in 
Dixie, National Anthem, Shenandoah, Simple Melody, Sweet 
Adeline, Ten Feet of the Ground, There is Love and When She 
Loved Me. We've been working on most of these, and will soon 
learn There is Love. For funerals the team selected Irish 
Blessing, Lord's Prayer, and Nearer My God to Thee. Wilbur 


The Dapper Dans are a barbershop group that began singing 
together in 1959 at Disneyland in Anaheim, CA. Today, there are 
three groups of Dans. One still sings in the Main St. area at 
Disneyland in California. One can be found mostly in and 
around the working barbershop in Main St. USA in the Magic 
Kingdom, part of Walt Disney World in Florida (since 1971). And 
one strolls up and down Main Street at Hong Kong Disneyland 
(since 2007). Each group comprises about a dozen guys so they 
can sing nine sets per day every day of the week. They take a 
break from singing now and then and play a song or two on their 
Deagan Chimes, hand-held novelty instruments from around 
1900. Each man carries two chimes, each tuned to a different 
note of the C scale. They shake them like a bell choir to play 
songs and throw in a little soft-shoe and slapstick humor. The 
best thing about the Dans is singing with them. They are always 
happy to sing a Polecat with you, most of them being members 
of the Society, and they give you a little honorary membership 
card. It’s a blast and I highly recommend doing it if you are ever 
at Disney. A little bit of trivia: The Dans voiced the Be Sharps, 
Homer’s barbershop quartet in an episode of The Simpsons in 
1993.  


Society members have been talking about the Dans a little more 
than usual lately because of the Main Street quartet. Their 
members, all current or former Dans, have over 100 years of 
barbershop experience among them and have sung in 
International quartets like Keepsake, Max Q, Metropolis, 
Platinum, and Rounders. They placed fifth at the last two 
Internationals and have the fourth-highest qualifying score 
coming into Toronto. Many of us saw them qualify at the Dixie 
Spring Convention in 2012 (Gadsden) and they put on quite a 
show. The stir I mentioned is due to their tap dancing. It harkens 
back to the song-and-dance men from the last century, but is it 
barbershop? Email the editor with your opinions we’ll put them 
in the next newsletter. Wally 
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Ryan Killeen Coaching June 24, 2013 


Over 50 Club, Thursday, June 20, 
5:30 PM, Alhambra Shrine 


Summer Cookout, June 29,The 
picnic is set at Chester Frost Park, 3 
to 7 PM, at shelter # 4. Invite friends 
and family to join us. SteveG 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Over 50 Club sing out is Thursday, 
June 20 at the Alhambra Temple, 
5:30 pm is arrival time. Patriotic 
uniform. Rich 


The caterer is set for the Afterglow. 
Cost will be $10 per person. Menu 
will include breakfast casserole, 
banana bread, muffins, fresh fruit, 
juices, decaf coffee and water. Plan 
now to attend and encourage your 
friends and family to be there as 
well. SteveG 


With Gary’s departure for sunny 
Florida, The Chattanooguys are 
looking for a replacement bass. Any 
member of the Choo Choo Chorus 
who is interested in singing bass 
with us is invited to let Beau 
Christian know at 423-837-0263. We 
will schedule you in to sing with us 
and get acquainted with us as a 
quartet. Thanks, Beau 
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Over 50 Club Sing 
Out Reminder


Annual Show 
Afterglow Update


Chattanooguys Are 
Looking for a Bass


7:02 Chuck leads warm up  
7:15 Chuck - Push out - My Wild Irish Rose 
7:30 Paul - Shine on Me 
7:40 Paul - Sentimental Gentleman From Georgia 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor  
8:40 Risers - Lulus Back in Town 
8:50 Risers - Caroline 
9:00 Risers - Celebrate Harmony 
9:10 Risers - Nearer My God to Thee 
9:20 Risers - Chattanooga Choo Choo 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


SteveG led announcements. Wally noted that the chorus needs a 
tenor and ask if anyone wanted to give it a try. Fred passed a 2 
year renewal to Neil. Cameron introduced our guest Ryan Killeen 
(see below) and returning guests Andres and Alex and we sang 
them a welcome. Rich reminded us of our sing out on Thursday. 
Beau noted that The Chattanooga guys will be auditioning for a 
bass (see left column). After the break we worked on repertory 
songs in preparation for Thursday's sing out. Paul, on Wendell's 
unknown behalf. passed the Gandy to guest Ryan in appreciation 
for his visit, and we closed with KTWWS.  


Guest Ryan Killeen made a Harmony Foundation presentation. 
He noted that BHS is partnering with the Choral Music Society, 
who like us is getting smaller. He noted the success Harmony 
Explosion is having with youth. He presented the Ambassadors 
of Song program that is funding youth music education. Using a 
bit of today's credit card technology, several members signed up. 


The Chapter Retreat at Dixie Lakeside Harmony has been 
canceled due to lack of attendance by Bari's and Tenors! Looking 
to do a retreat in September as we prep to win back-to back Most 
Improved Chorus scores. Let's all try our best to attend should a 
date and location be found. SteveG 


This week’s word is FREE. The Society has made many 
arrangements available for free and I have found some arrangers 
that have done the same. When you are starting a new quartet, it 
can be fun to learn a song that we aren’t singing as a chorus. We 
always need quartets to sing on shows and sing-outs, so 
knowing a song that we don’t normally sing means you can sing 
it without risk of duplication. Now would be a great time to start 
learning a Christmas song for our December sing-outs. Here are 
some links to great free music, much of it with learning tracks: 
Joe Johnson - (http://tinyurl.com/m9u2bqs) Joe has made his 
sacred and Christmas arrangements available for free, 54 in all. 
It appears that there are 4-part learning tracks for all of them, so 
this is a treasure trove of free, easy-to-learn sheet music. Don’t 
be surprised if the tracks aren’t up to the quality of those that the 
chorus provides for our music. It’s just enough to learn the notes; 
the rest is up to you. 
Free ‘n Easy - (http://tinyurl.com/n75b6zq) The Society maintains 
a page where they list free arrangements. Right now they have 38 
songs, but only some have learning tracks. My quartet learned 
some of these early on and still sing them today. This is the best 
place I know to get free non-religious arrangements. 
Jon Nicholas - (http://tinyurl.com/lr4vwdx) Jon has made18 of his 
arrangements available on his website. 
Jeremey Johnson - (http://tinyurl.com/mcknwa9) Jeremey has 
seven free arrangements. Wally 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Rehearsing for Scout Flag Day June 3, 2013 


Creekside, June 8, Assemble 
1:15PM 


Chapter Meeting, Monday, June 10, 
7 PM. Because of parking problems 
at Bessy Street Strut, we will meet at 
East Ridge Church of Christ. Details 
in next week's newsletter. 


Over 50 Club, Thursday, June 20, 
5:30 PM, Alhambra Shrine 


Summer Cookout, June 29, See 
story below. 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


The reservations are made for the 
cookout at Chester Frost Park on 
June 29th from 3-7 PM. We will be in 
the 4th Shelter located past the 
ranger station on the left at the end 
of the road. We have two grills, 
bathroom facilities and seating for 
over 100 people. So plan now to 
attend and invite your friends to join 
us. More to follow on what to bring, 
etc. SteveG 


 


The registration form I have the Dixie 
Lakeside Harmony Weekend says 
that if we are a "Coached Chorus", 
we are to send in our registration 
forms together in one mailing. I have 
not heard this addressed in the MLT 
meeting or at Board. Our deadline is 
July 1. I will be on vacation June 15-
July 6 and would like to have this 
taken care of with my check before 
then. Are we staying off campus or 
on campus? What are our plans? Is 
there going to be a car pool?  


Wilbur would like to get an accurate 
count of those going on Monday. 
Gary 


2 - Gary Fisher 
3 - Art Southerlin 
5 - Rich Ptacin 


10 -Tanya Fleury  
18 - Erby Erwin 


21 - Tom Keegan  


4 - Johnny and Sally Jackson 
5 - Steve and Janet Wixson 
18 - Fred and Judy Jesse 


22 - Art and Debbie Southerlin 
24 - Lebron and Margie Brock  
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Summer Cookout 
Update


Chapter Retreat 
Update


Birthdays


Anniversaries


7:02 Chuck leads warm up  
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Down By The Old Mill Stream 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brock/Br, Daniel/L, Charlie/B, Chuck/T 
8:40 Risers - Sentimental Gentleman From Georgia 
8:50 Risers - Lulus Back in Town 
9:00 Risers - Darkness on the Delta 
9:10 Risers - Simple Melody 
9:20 Risers - Caroline 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


There was no meeting last Monday. 


Seventeen showed up not long after sunrise to cool. but 
pleasant weather for what turned out to be a great performance. 
Marcellus did a yeoman's job making sure everyone had a red 
coat and blue tie. As shown in the photo above, we rehearsed in 
our waiting area facing the lake warming up quietly. After the flag 
presentation, we sang the National Anthem, Armed Forces 
Medley and God Bless America as a set. A highlight of the day is 
scouts placing flags at grave sites as shown in the photograph 
from last Monday's newsletter. 


Twenty three showed up for the Memorial Day Sing Out. While 
not singing the National Anthem, we wowed them with the 
Armed Forces Medley and God Bless America, and each part of 
the AFM was met with applause as men and women stood 
when their service song was sung. It is such an honor to 
participate in this event. A photograph will be in next week's 
newsletter.  


Thanks for two great performances over the Memorial Day 
weekend. Seventeen brave and hardy souls joined for the Boy 
Scout/Girl Scout flag-planting on Saturday, where we sang all 
three songs back-to-back, to rousing applause. On Monday, I 
believe the final count was 22 plus me. Our Armed Forces 
Medley was a great success, and God Bless America brought 
tears to many in our audience. Afterwards, Chattanooga Mayor 
Andy Berke told me what a great job we(you!) did. I responded 
(cleverly, I thought) by reminding him that we were available for 
city events. We'll see... In addition, our local American Legion 
District Commander approached me to be sure that we would 
be available for Veteran's Day. All in all, a wonderful weekend. 
Paul 


Good attendance at the cemetery. Many compliments from the 
crowd. We sing next at Creekside Retirement, 7511Shallowford 
Rd. Saturday, June 8, arriving @ 1:15pm. It's a little past 
Gunbarrel Rd on the left. Look for the sign. Gravel entrance 
because of Shallowford widening project. Patriotic outfit. Rich 


I have mentioned overtones in a previous article or two and you 
hear that term thrown around a lot in barbershop. From context, 
they are obviously desirable, but what the heck are they? You 
can’t talk about overtones without talking about the harmonic 
series, so I’ll start there and come back to overtones at the end. 


Acoustic instruments usually make sound by vibrating 
something that oscillates well like a string or a column of air. 
Many different frequencies exist on that oscillator at the same 
time, bouncing around, canceling each other out, and 
reinforcing one another to create standing waves. These 
different frequencies give an instrument its characteristic timbre, 
the color of its sound that makes it distinguishable from other 
instruments.  


Multiples of the fundamental pitch of the note struck resonate 
very well and can be picked out by a trained ear or computer. 
These notes form the harmonic series. If you think about 
harmonics like notes on a guitar string, the first harmonic is 
sounded by simply plucking the string and letting is resonate. 
The second harmonic is sounded by fretting half-way up the 
string from the bridge, the third harmonic by fretting ⅓ from the 
bridge, the fourth harmonic ¼ from the bridge, and so forth. So, 
clearly, the first harmonic is the fundamental pitch (e.g., C) and 
the second harmonic is the note an octave above the 
fundamental since the string is cut in half (C) , but where do the 
others lie? The third harmonic is a perfect fifth above the second 
harmonic (G). The fourth harmonic is a fourth above that (C), 
bringing it to two octaves above the root. The fifth harmonic is a 
major third above that (E) and the sixth is a minor third above 
that (G). 


Do these intervals sound familiar? They are the most 
consonant and common intervals in our music and I have 
mentioned all of them in past articles. The first five harmonics 
together form a major triad, something we see constantly in 
barbershop and western music. So where do overtones fit in all 
this harmonic business? Overtones are simply harmonics but 
excluding the fundamental. So the first overtone is the second 
harmonic and the second overtone is the third harmonic and on 
and on down the list. They get harder to hear as they get higher 
and softer very quickly, by the way, so don’t go trying to hear the 
fourth overtone 


. Just hearing the first one is enough to give some guys 
goosebumps. You have to trust that they exist, though, and strive 
to create as many as possible with perfect harmony and vowel 
matching. A bad note in there won’t create the sound waves 
necessary to reinforce the fundamental frequency and make the 
overtones stand out. Wally 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Singing Valentine Photo No. 2 March 11, 2013 


Spring Contest, March 8-9, 
Gadsden, AL. Dress is tux with 
purple accessories. Enter Matrix at  


MLT Meeting, Monday, March 11, 
5:40 PM, All Saints 


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Barbershop Term of the Week  


l Director's Contest Message  


l Singing Valentines Photo No. 2 


Calendar


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet and Lovely 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Discuss the Contest 
8:00 Paul - Armed Forces Medley  
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - DaveW, Bill, Chuck, Wilbur 
8:40 Risers - Don G's - My Wild Irish Rose + Repertoire 
9:00 Go Home Early 


32 Guys showed up. SteveG led announcements, and gave 
Basses a good grade for riser etiquette. Cameron introduced 
our four guests and we sang them a welcome. Marcellus again 
asked for SV money and yard signs be turned in.  


The quartet of Paul, SteveG, Brandon & Gene sang Wait Til the 
Sun Shines, Nelly. We works on our contest set and finished by 
running thru it three times. Chet for Frank passed the Gandy to 
Fleury. We closed with KTWWS.  


Contest is this weekend and it's a big time for us. The main 
thing to remember (other than all the words and notes and 
vowels and emotions and faces and pickups and cutoffs) is to 
enjoy the CONVENTION. You will see people from other 
chapters that you only get to see once or twice a year. Make 
some new friends. Grab three guys and sing a polecat or 
tag. This is a chance to spend time with 200 or 300 of your 
closest friends, most of whom you don't know yet. 
Barbershoppers (and wives) are some of the best people I 
know - I love spending time with them. The three hours we 
spend together for contest is just a small part of the weekend. 
Be sure you get the most out of the rest of it. 


One last item - for those three hours YOU'RE MINE! Be ready to 
focus on our best performance in quite a while. Paul 


 


Fred King (1935-2008), photograph in left column, was an 
amazing teacher, woodshedder, composer, arranger, director, 
judge, and performer, among other things. Freddie started 
singing barbershop in high school near Baltimore. He earned 
his first International gold medal with The Oriole Four in 1970 in 
Atlantic City and followed it up with another gold medal by 
directing The Chorus of the Chesapeake to gold the next year in 
New Orleans. You may remember seeing his name on the 
cover of The Harmonizer recently along with Mike Rowe’s 
picture. Freddie may be the only man so far to compete on the 
international stage in six different decades and he was in the 
first father/son finalist quartet (1986). He composed over 300 
songs and arranged over 500. I can’t really begin to summarize 
this man’s life in a couple of paragraphs, so please read this 
newsletter full of memories of Freddie: 
http://dundalk.org/o/Charivari/chiv-fred.pdf He was massively 
influential in the barbershop world and hilarious to boot. I’m sad 
that I never got to meet him. Did any of you have the chance? 
Wally 


The top photograph shows the SV Quartet of Wendal, Brandon, 
Rich and Erby singing to Rich's wife Sheila.  
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Spring Contest Photograph March 18, 2013 


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court, Arrive 9:45 
AMand 1:00 PM 


Special Olympics, Saturday, April 
20, 9:30 AM, McCallie Field 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, Saturday, August 17, 
GPS, Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli  


Some contest statistics for those 
interested: How's Everything In Dixie 
has been sung 5 times. This time 
was best with score of 373, next 
best was 363 in 2009, lowest 326 in 
2011. When She Loved Me (364) 
was nearly identical to Oct. 2011 
with 363, but the Music category 
went up 6 points. This contest 61.4 
average was the highest since 
March 2001 (62.9). We had 25 on 
stage. Highest was 41 in 
Chattanooga in Fall 2001. We have 
had 10 of the last 24 contests in 
Chattanooga, and we will do it again 
this Fall. 
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Dixie Contest 
Statistics from Fred


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet and Lovely 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Sectional on Armed Forces Medley 
8:15 Paul Circle - Armed Forces Medley  
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Cameron, Sub for Rich, Marcellus 
8:40 Risers - Don G's - My Wild Irish Rose + Georgia 
9:00 Paul - Work on singing-faces 
9:12 Paul - Repertoire song  
9:28 Gandy Dancer & KTWWS 


Paul asked us to be off sheet music for Armed Forces Medley in 
two weeks. He asked us if we would like to sing it on Memorial 
Day Sing Out. Cameron introduce our guests, John, Jesse, Bob 
and Walt, and we sang them a welcome. 


SteveG led announcements. Wally reported on House of 
Delegates meeting. They voted not to require qualification at 
Spring Contest to be able to sing at Fall Contest (big change). 
And we got the Dixie Gold Award for donations. Paul presented 
Wally the Most Improved Chorus Award and noted that the last 
time we scored this high was in the early nineties (see Fred in left 
column). He challenged us to win it next time - back to back, 
something that has never been done in Dixie. We discussed the 
contest and Paul played the contest CD. We got our best score 
on HELTID, but the many individuals complimented us on WSLM. 
16 attended evaluations and they were quite good. Not shown in 
the photograph above are Bill and SteveW.  


The quartet of Chuck, Wilbur, Bill and DaveW sang a great Java 
Jive. Frank in place of DaveF passed the Gandy to Paul for 
leading us at Dixie. We closed with KTWWS. 


 


Congratulations on a great contest, guys. I'm sorry I couldn't write 
a full article this week but here are some great PDFs about how 
to be a great Tenor, Lead, Bari, or Bass. Wally 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Spring Contest Awards March 25, 2013 


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court. Arrive 10 AM 
and 1 PM, Patriotic uniform 


Special Olympic Track and Field, 
Saturday, April 20, 9:30, McCallie 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Tentative, 
Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15, Patriotic 
uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


To finish off our 50th Anniversary 
year, the chapter was awarded the 
Gold Award for our donations to 
charity in 2012 ($302.88 per man) 
and the Most Improved Chorus 
Award for Spring 2013 which was in 
part built upon the singing 
improvement in 2012. Congrats to 
us.  
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Dixie Convention 
Awards


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet and Lovely 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:00 Paul - Sectionals on Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Circle - Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wally, Cameron, Rich, Marcellus 
8:40 Risers - Don G's - My Wild Irish Rose + Georgia 
9:05 Paul - Work on set for singing-faces 
9:15 Paul - Repertoire Song  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS  


Strange meeting due to the storm with only half showing up. 
Cameron welcomed JJ, Josh, John and newcomer Calvin, and 
we sang them a welcome. We worked on Celebrate and Armed 
Forces Medley. We quit early with Paul giving the imaginary 
Gandy to Charlie and we closed with KTWWS.  


Gentlemen, you will remember we have a goal of being "off the 
sheet" for the Armed Forces Medley this Monday (3/25). Even 
though turnout was very light this past Monday, we had 
sectionals and made quite a bit of progress on AFM. We will 
have sectionals again (see the script for more details) with the 
goal of being able to sing on the risers (without sheet music). 
This song is quite important to us - I'd like to be able to perform 
it as a salute to all veterans at our Memorial Day performance at 
the National Cemetery. Thanks for your hard work. Paul 


Confederate Harmony Brigade. You may have heard some of 
our members mention the Confederate Harmony Brigade, or 
CHB. The CHB is a group of men from the Dixie, Carolinas, and 
Sunshine districts who are highly dedicated to barbershop, 
especially quartetting. One must be invited by a member of the 
CHB to attend a meeting which is held the weekend following 
Labor day every year. The meeting is usually hosted by a 
chapter with an annual show that Saturday evening on which the 
CHB can perform as a chorus. Most of you will remember when 
the CHB held their meeting in Chattanooga for our riverboat 
show a couple of years ago. When you register as a guest, or 
“camp follower”, you receive quite a bit of sheet music and 
learning tracks to memorize, somewhere around 10 songs if I 
recall from my single visit. Everyone is expected to know their 
part for every song so they can participate in a private quartet 
contest and the CHB chorus. It requires quite a commitment to 
be a good camp follower and much will be asked of you, but I 
suggest you accept the opportunity should you be invited. I can’t 
think of a way to learn more about quartetting in one weekend 
than spending it with the CHB. CHB Colonels among our ranks 
include Fred Jesse, Bill Slack, Dave Collins, and Paul Blazek. 
I’m sorry if I forgot anyone but their website is not complete. 
Wally  
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Singing Valentine Photo No. 1 March 4, 2013 


Spring Contest, March 8-9, 
Gadsden, AL. Dress is tux with 
purple accessories. Enter Matrix at  


Naturalization Ceremonies, 
Thursday, April 4, 10:30 AM and 1:30 
PM, US District Court 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative) 


This is another survey to see who is 
reading the newsletter. Please DO 
NOT send me or the chorus an 
email telling me how you like the 
newsletter. Rather, click HERE 
which will bring up an email in your 
email program and then click SEND. 
I will contact people who did not 
read this to see what can be done to 
make the newsletter more atractive. 
Thanks, Steve 
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Who is Reading the 
Newsletter?


7:00 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Wait Til The Sun Shines Nellie 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:45 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:10 Paul - Circle - Honey Little Lize 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brandon, SteveG, Gene & Paul 
8:40 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
9:00 Paul - When Someone Loves Me 
9:23 Paul - Craft  
9:28 Gandy and KTWWS 


Sheet music for Celebrate Harmony was passed out and we 
listened to the learning CD a few times. We worked thru the 
introduction and the chorus (first time has words, second time no 
words.)  


SteveB led announcements. Cameron welcomed Jesse, Josh 
and JJ, and we sang them a welcome. Marcellus ask that money 
and yard signs be turned in. Paul noted that we enter the Contest 
Matrix at 8:55. The Matrix is attached to this email. Wally asked for 
a volunteer for an assistant Librarian. He then passed out the 
Presidents Award to Marcellus.  


The quartet of Gary, Chuck, Charlie and Fred sang Wait Til the 
Sun Shines, Nelly. Chet passed the Gandy to Frank. We closed 
with KTWWS. 


A computer disaster occurred at work this Tuesday morning so I 
haven't been able to write my regular column. In its place, I would 
like to direct your attention to a little-known web page within the 
Society's website. It's a great place to go if you would like to learn 
anything about music theory. Increasing our knowledge of music 
theory only increases our enjoyment of our activity. 
Wallyhttp://www.barbershop.org/education/music-theory.html 


The above photograph shows the Chattanooguys after singing to 
Mrs. Geraldine Davis. Next week there will be another SV quartet 
photo.  


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Barbershop Term of the Week 
(BTOW)


Singing Valentine Photo No. 1
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


RC3 Plus @ Gann May 13, 2013 


MLT Meeting, Monday, May 13, 5:30 
PM, All Saints 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 AM 
for 8 AM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15 AM, 
Patriotic uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Each spring, Gann Middle 
Elementary School dedicates a day 
to teaching their students different 
styles of music and art. For the past 
several years, twelve or so, the Choo 
Choo Chorus has been represented 
by a quartet demonstrating the 
barbershop style of singing. Scenic 
City Sound enjoyed the privilege of 
doing this for each of these 
sessions until this year. This year, 
as your can see, Rock City Three 
and me enjoyed this experience. We 
sang and taught the barbershop 
style to four different classes, all 
fourth graders. We truly enjoyed it 
and the students did also. Wilbur 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Gann Middle Elementary School 


Quarteting  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


Gann Middle 
Elementary School 


Quarteting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Polecat - Down By The Old Mill Stream 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brock/Br, Brock/L, Charlie/Bs, Chuck/T 
8:40 Risers - Caroline 
8:50 Risers - Lulus Back in Town 
9:00 Risers - Darkness on the Delta 
9:10 Risers - Simple Melody 
9:20 Risers - Memorial Day Set 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


The Vowel Focus Session was 'i' as in 'sit.' SteveG led 
announcements. Fred gave renewals to DaveF (9 Years) and 
Chuck (23). Rich present a sing out possibility for Creekside on 
June 8, and OK'd it. Also reminded us of Scout and Memorial 
Sing outs singing Armed Forces Medley and more. Jesse 
passed the Gandy to Chuck. We closed with KTWWS plus 
Celebrate. 


Let’s complete our major/minor set this week. What makes 
something minor? Like the major chord, a minor chord has the 
root and perfect fifth notes, but the third is a half-step lower. So 
it’s the root, the note three half-steps up from the root, and the 
note seven half-steps up from the root (e.g., C,Eb,G). The sound 
of a minor chord isn’t as consonant as a major chord because 
the minor 3rd overtone appears much later in the overtone series 
than the major third (4th overtone vs. 18th). Unlike the major 
scale, there are multiple versions of the minor scale and they 
differ if you are descending. This blows my mind and I don’t 
currently understand it. Despite their increased dissonance, the 
minor chord is still pleasing in its own way. Unlike many cultures 
around the world, we have been conditioned to associate minor 
chords and scales with sadness, darkness, and mystery. I have 
read that early barbershoppers called any chord other than major 
triads “minor chords”. I think that this must be why The Old Songs 
references minor chords when there isn’t a minor chord in it. This 
makes sense to me because the barbershop seventh chord that 
we love so much has a minor seventh instead of the evil, evil 
major seventh. Wally 


[Click HERE to read Wally's Words from previous newsletters. 
Note that this PDF was reorganized by category to make it easier 
to find articles.] 


In case you missed it, The Atlanta quartet, A Mighty Wind, has 
been featured in a video game. Bioshock Infinite is a very well-
reviewed game from a major publisher, similar to a Hollywood 
blockbuster but in the gaming world. It is expected to sell 4.5 
million copies this year. The game is set in an alternate version 
of the US in the early 1900s. They are singing God Only Knows by 
The Beach Boys. Click HERE to view the video: Wally 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Barbershop Term of the Week 
(BTOW)


Video Game with A Mighty Wind 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Rock City 4 at a Meeting May 20, 2013 


Board Meeting, Monday, May 20, 
5:30 PM, All Saints 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 AM 
for 8 AM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15 AM, 
Patriotic uniform 


Creekside, June 8, Assemble 
1:15PM 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Rock City 4 at Meetings  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


There is no Script for Monday 


Wixson was on vacation so there are no highlights this week. 
Rich noted the new sing out at Creekside. 


Recently, Rock City 4 has come to a few meetings and sang a 
song or two after the break. Thanks, Guys 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Rock City 4 at Meetings
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Memorial Weekend Sing Outs May 27, 2013 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 AM 
for 8 AM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 10:15 AM 
for 11 PM program, Patriotic uniform 


Creekside, June 8, Assemble 
1:15PM 


Over 50 Club, Thursday, June 20, 
5:30 PM, Alhambra Shrine 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive 
11:15 AM 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Birthdays and Anniversaries 


There is no meeting tonight as we recover from the Scout Sing 
Out on Saturday and the Memorial Day Sing Out. 


After Churck's warmup, Paul taught the tag The End of the World. 
We worked on Armed Forces Medley in preparations for the 
Memorial Day weekend sing outs.  


SteveG led announcements. Steve noted that due to the parking 
problem with the Bessy Smith Strut on Monday, June ??, that 
meeting will be held at a different location to be determined. Our 
summer cookout is on June 29, hopefully again at Chester Frost 
Park. He also noted that the Chapter Retreat for 2013 will be at 
the Dixie Lakeside Harmony Weekend and the chapter will 
reimburse those who go (amount not yet determined.) He took a 
straw vote and 14 are going (more likely from those who missed 
the meeting.) This will improve our singing and maybe help win 
back-to-back 'Most Improved." Rich review the Scout Flag and 
Memorial Day sing outs. We have a new sing out for the Over 50 
Club on June 20th. Cameron introduced returning guest Michael 
and we sang a welcome. Also sang Happy Birthday to Chuck. JW 
noted that Sherry Niles is sick and needs our praryers.  


After the break, the quartet of Charlie/L, Wally/B, Lebron/Br and 
Chuck/T say Down Our Way. On the risers, we worked on GBA, 
National Anthem, Shenandoah and Lulu. Lebron passed the 
Gandy to Daniel for making us look good on stage to the Judges 
at Spring Contest. We closed with KTWWS. 


3- Margaret Crowe 
18 - Cameron Druyor 


20 - Chuck Wilson 
22 - Nancy Owens 
27 - Sheilla Ptacin 
28 - Sandy White 


23 - Wally & Shannon Edmondson 
25 - Paul & Lindy Blazek 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


May Birthdays 


May Anniversaries
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus 


Brandon's Quartet May 6, 2013 


Scout Flag Day, Saturday, May 25, 
National Cemetery, Arrive 7:15 AM for 
8 AM program, Patriotic uniform 


Memorial Day, Monday, May 27, 
National Cemetery, 10:15 AM, 
Patriotic uniform 


Summer Cookout, June 29 


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4 


Lakeside Harmony Weekend, July 
19-20, Huntsville, This is our chapter 
retreat for 2013.  


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27 


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, 
Lunch Break is guest quartet. 


Fall Contest, October 4-5, 
Chattanooga, we are host.  


Christmas Show, Thursday, 
December 19, Tivoli 


Christmas Party, December 15 
(tentative)  


Starting just a few weeks ago, our 
quartet started singing together for a 
competition that was soon to come. 
Now after the competition, we have 
grown to love Barbershop Harmony 
Music. We are all in our high school 
chorus and we each love to sing. 
Our bass, Andrew Holdaway, 
Baritone, Isaiah Robinson, Lead, 
Thirstain Daniels, and myself, 
Brandon Middlebrooks, the 
Tenor,each have a love for singing. 
Though we have only been singing 
for a few days, I feel that we are 
prospering and we hope to keep 
coming to Barbershop and be able 
to become better every single time. 
Brandon 


 


In This E-mail


l Script for Monday Meeting  


l Highlights of Last Meeting  


l Brandon's Quartet  


l Barbershop Term of the Week 


Brandon's Quartet


7:02 Chuck leads warm up plus Polecat 
7:15 Chuck - Sweet Adeline 
7:30 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
7:50 Paul - Armed Forces Medley 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels 
8:20 Announcements & break 
8:30 Four on the Floor - DaveF-Br, John-B, Cameron-T, Gary-L 
8:40 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie 
8:50 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star 
9:00 Risers - God Bless America 
9:10 Risers - Georgia 
9:20 Risers - Memorial Day Set 
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Amazing turnout last week with 35 including Rock City 4 and 
Brandon's quartet. SteveG gave us a good grade for riser 
etiquette. Rich presented us with two Ruby Falls opportunities, 
and we agreed to both (see Calendar.) SteveG pressed us to 
reserve July 19-20 for Lakeside Harmony Weekend as a 
chapter retreat. He also read a thank you card from Brooks for 
the fruit basket we sent him. Paul talked to DaveR and he and 
Sondra still need our thoughts and prayers. Cameron 
introduced the members of Brandon's quartet and we sang 
them a welcome. After the break, Brandon's quartet and RC4 
sang for us. We worked on our repertory songs. Marcellus 
passed the Gandy to new member Jesse. We closed with 
KTWWS and the Celebrate Harmony ending. A great evening of 
singing.  


This week’s word is major. In Western music, you can’t have 
much discussion of music theory without knowing something 
about what makes a scale, key signature, or chord major or 
minor. We’ll talk about minor another time. 


So what makes something major? Both major and minor 
chords and scales include the note seven half-steps above the 
root note, also called the perfect fifth (the Do-->Sol interval, or C-
->G). The root note combined with the perfect fifth (called an 
open fifth) is the most consonant interval in music apart from 
the octave. It is very pleasant but undefined, meaning it does not 
sound particularly happy, sad, bright, or dark. You need to add a 
note between the root and fifth to create a chord with some 
definition. Choosing to add the note four half-steps above the 
root (the Do-->Mi interval, or C-->E), makes a very happy, 
pleasing, and familiar sound. This is the major third, completing 
what we call a major triad. It offers resolution and does not lead 
to another chord. It is the reason you feel so uncomfortable 
when Paul stops a song just before the last chord of a song. 
Chances are very good that the chord you wanted to sing and 
feel included a major third interval, something with resolution 
and finality. I don’t mean to imply that only the major third offers 
resolution, because there are others, but it is commonly found 
in barbershop. Three of our four parts are singing the root, 
major third, and perfect fifth intervals in the majority of our 
music, including every time we sing a barbershop seventh 
chord, the defining chord of our style. If you want to sing these 
three notes in your head, try “Kum Ba Yah”.  


[Click HERE to read Wally's Words from previous newsletters. 
Note that this PDF was reorganized by category to make it 
easier to find articles.] 


Script for Monday Meeting


Highlights of Last Meeting


Barbershop Term of the Week 
(BTOW)
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Celebrate Harmony Set
Design


August 12, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
From the Director
From the Chapter Development
VP
Afterflow Update


Board Meeting, Monday, August 12,
5:30 PM, All Saints. Note this was
moved to the second Monday so
that the Board can meet before the
Annual Show.


Annual Show, August 17, GPS,
Lunch Break is guest quartet.
Costume is gold vest, tux shirt with
tab collar, tux pants, black socks and
patent shoes. The costume is NOT
what is shown in the photo above.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


First Christmas Chorus Rehearsal,
Monday, October 7, All Saints


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


S


Script for Monday Meeting


Warm up and run thru of the entire show both before and after the
break.


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG introduced Wendell as our new Treasurer. Wilbur noted
that our annual show is almost here. Cameron again asked for a
temporary Membership VP while he is gone. Paul thanked
Marcellus for the Chatter Magazine ad. Chet said SELL tickets
and ads. SteveG invited Gary to come up front and thank him for
hes 5 years as Treasurer. Gary gave the chapter a 1980 vinly
record titled Chattanooga Choo Choo that was part of the CCC
Hotel's 100th celebration. It was announced that Sherri Fowler
died and the funeral would be this week. Gary's final passing of
the Gandy was to Frank. We closed with KTWWS.


From the Director


Please be on-time and ready to run thru the entire show - it's
going to be a great show! What about a Thursday night
rehearsal? Paul


From the Chapter Development VP


The person I had in mind to take over Chapter Development isn't
interested, so I'd like to ask the Chapter for a volunteer. Cameron


Afterglow Update


We presently have almost 50 from the chorus signed up for the
Afterglow. Monday evening will serve as the deadline for chorus
members to sign up. Monies will be accepted any time for your
commitment. Should you have friends or family planning to
attend, I need to know that by Thursday, August 15th, to give the
caterer an approximate number of attendees. Thanks for your
support of this event. SteveG
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


August 19, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting


Final Show Rehearsal, Thursday,
August 15, 7 PM until 8:30. All Saints


Annual Show, Saturday, August 17,
3PM for final sing thru. GPS, Lunch
Break is guest quartet. Costume is
gold vest, tux shirt with tab collar, tux
pants, black socks and patent
shoes.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Alexian Villiage, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Sweet Roses of Morn
7:30 Polecat - Shine on Me
7:40 Paul - My Wild Irish Rose (Don Gray
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline (Show)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:10 Disucc the Show/Contest Songs 
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brandon, Charlie, Brooks & Brock
8:40 Risers - Georgia on My MInd
8:50 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star
9:00 Risers - God Bless America
9:10 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS
Leave early - tired 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. SteveG confirmed those attending and paid for
Afterglow (about 55 to date). Fred passed at 15 year renewal to
John Johnston. Charlie as temp Membership VP welcomed
Guelda, Jim from SC and John. Chet said SELL TICKETS and
don't get sick. Wally thank everyone for their congrats - mother
and baby doing well. He is sleeping well. Paul gave a brief report
on Dixie Board meeting - Dues are going up. FAll contest at UTC.
There will be a shorten rehearsal on Thursday at 7 PM. On
Saturday, arrive to be on the risers at 3 PM for final run thru. We
will be free to go to dinner at 5:30. Frank passed the Gandy to
Chet. We closed with KTWWS.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Salute to Frank Delaney August 26, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Highlights of Annual Show
Highlights of Afterglow


Labor Day, Monday September 2, No
Meeting


Fisher Goodbye Party, Thursday,
September 9th, Details forthcoming.


Men's Music Clinic, Saturday,
September 14, Assemble at 3:15
PM. Baylor. Uniform is Patriotic.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Highlights of Last
Meeting


A smaller group showed up for a
shortened meeting. Wally thanked
everyone for a great show and
afterglow. He will miss meetings for
the next several weeks. Paul led a
discussion about the Show which
was very positive both for us and
LunchBreak. Reserve Saturday,
September 14 for a Mens' Music
Clinic at Baylor as we've been ask to
perform at 4 PM. We took a vote on
meeting on Labor day - no meeting.
We talked about songs for Contest
and tried out a couple - When She
Loved Me and Georgia On My Mind.


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Shine On Me
7:30 Polecat - Story of the Rose
7:40 Paul - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song)
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline (Show)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Brandon, SteveW, Gene & Erby
8:40 Risers - When She Loved Me (Contest song)
9:00 Risers - Armed Forces Medley
9:10 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground 
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Annual Show


First, my thanks to all for the hard work and effort made by so
many to make our 75th BHS Anniversary Show a huge success!
As a very inexperienced Show Chair, you made it easy for me. A
big thanks to everyone!


Highlights; our own three quartets did a superb job. The Chorus
sang all numbers very well and I believe we were more
consistent across the board in presenting our songs than in any
other show in which I have been a member. We had more high
spots and fewer low spots so believe we qualify for the 'Most
Improved Show Award' for the Choo Choo Chorus! Guys, I was
proud of everyone! Lunch Break was just great and gave a real lift
to our evening. Greg Glover's relaxed approach as Emcee gave
our script an added bit of life and brought our audience right into
our event.


Whatever little details one might pick on for improvement pale in
the overall picture. Friends and guests of mine thoroughly
enjoyed the and I think this is true for others as well. I believe we
have again made it easier to sell Christmas Show tickets! Chet


Highlights of Afterglow
We had a great Afterglow with close to 80 attendees following a
most enjoyable show celebrating the Society's 75th anniversary.
The food Amanda and her ladies provided was excellent and
everyone seemed satisfied with the items provided. It was
unfortunate that 2 of the 3 tenors from our chapter quartets
couldn't attend, resulting in less quartet singing than we would
have liked. Fred did a number with Silver Sound, Rock City
performed two numbers and Lunch Break closed out the evening
with 3 more side-splitting offerings. We heard Caroline in Pig
Latin and learned of more deformed animals for Old McDonald's
farm (from a listing off the group's cell phones).


Chet thanked everyone for their participation and Paul lauded the
chorus for a great show and chided us for not showing him that
type of singing at Thursday's rehearsal. Seems that practice will
never get old or be resolved, depending on your view point. The
earlier start time of the show allowed us to end the evening
around 11:30 PM, a good thing for the majority of folks who
needed to get home and sleep a bit before the next morning's
worship service. Thanks to all who made the evening a success.
Steve Grubb
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Chet at the afterglow passed the
Gandy to Paul. We closed with
KTWWS.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Ruby Falls Sing Out August 5, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
From the Director
From Music & Performance VP
From the Chapter Development
VP
Updated Ad Order Form
Attached
Chorus Song List for Show:


MLT Meeting Monday, August 5,
5:30 PM. Note this was moved to
the first Monday so that MLT and
Board can meet before the Annual
Show.


Board Meeting, Monday, August 12,
5:30 PM, All Saints.


Annual Show, August 17, GPS,
Lunch Break is guest quartet.
Costume is gold vest, tux shirt with
tab collar, tux pants, black socks and
patent shoes.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Chorus Song List for
Show:


Star-Spangled Banner
Celebrate Harmony (opener)


You're the Flower of My Heart, Sweet
Adeline


Wait Til the Sun Shines, Nellie
Hello, Mary Lou


When She Loved Me
Ten Feet Off The Ground


Let Me Call You Sweetheart
Chattanooga Choo Choo


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Down By The Old Mill Stream
7:30 Polecat - Sweet Roses of Morn
7:40 Paul - Celebrate Harmony
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline (Show)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wendell, Rich, Tom & Marcellus
8:40 Risers - Hello, Mary Lou
8:50 Risers - There is Love Wherever There is Song
9:00 Risers - Chattanooga Choo Choo
9:10 Risers - Let Me Call You Sweetheart 
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG led announcements. He passed around a sign up sheet
for the Afterglow. Gary noted that he has two more days as
Treasurer (with Wendell taking over). Fred passed a 4 year
renewal to Marcellus. Lindy came with Paul to the Ruby Falls sing
out and noted that Shenendoah was our best song. Wilbur said
sell ads and tickets. Cameron introduced four young visitors and
we sang them a welcome. Rich noted an error in our ad contract
form (a corrected version is attached to this email). We have
several sick members and they were remembered and need our
prayers. RC4 sang the verse to Sweet Adeline. After singing thru
most of the show songs on the risers, Wendell passed the
Gandy to retiring Treasurer, Gary. We closed with KTWWS.


From the Director


Nice work last Monday! We're still polishing and will continue to
do so as we approach the show, but I'm very pleased with the
product we're putting out. Keep it up - it's going to be a great
show! Paul


From the Music & Performance VP


Since it looks as though there are a lot of "loose ends" to be
looked at for the Show, what do you think of moving the MLT and
the Board meetings up a week so we can take care of those
"loose ends" prior to the last minute? Let me know your feelings
on this. Wilbur


From the Chapter Development VP


The person I had in mind to take over Chapter Development isn't
interested, so I'd like to ask the Chapter for a volunteer. Cameron


Updated Ad Order Form Attached
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Chattanooga Choo Choo
There Is Love Wherever There Is


Song
Celebrate Harmony (closer)


Armed Forces Medley
Keep The Whole World Singing


Rich announced that the return address for the Chorus on the Ad
Form was incorrect. A corrected copy is attached to this email.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Rock City by Alice Huelman December 16, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Christmas Show
Rock City Sing Out Highlights
MOAA Sing Out Highlights


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16, 6:30 PM, Dinner at
7:30, Riverside Baptist Church,
Lookout Valley. Directions attached
to this email.


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 6:15.
Directions attached to this email.


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM. Directions
attached to this email.


Script For Monday's Meeting


Tonight is the Christmas Party. Directions attached. 


Highlights of Christmas Show


The Christmas Show was a big success, and having Paul's
daughter, Mary Kathryn, to stage manage resulted in a very
smooth running show. Thanks MK.


Our part of the show went really well and Rock City 4 and The
Chattanooguys quartets were outstanduing.Jed Mescon did his
expected excellent job as Emcee,


We had 66 men on stage for the second act out of the 78 who
said they were going to sing. Rich noted there is a general rule
that only 80% of the people who commit actually show up. Last
year we had 82 out of 104. Using the rule we have 104 x 80%=83
and 78x80%=62.4. So it looks like to have 100 on stage we will
need 125 committed.


Rock City Sing Out Highlights


For those at last year's Rock City sing out - what a difference a
year makes! Last year we froze in 20 degree weather and this
year we roasted (65 degrees outside but warmer inside the
pavillion). Surrounded by the annual Festival of Lights, we sang
three sets to small but appreciative audiences who took a break
from walking around Rock City to hear us. Some very cute kids as
shown in the photograph by Alice Huelman.


MOAA Sing Out Highlights


Attention! Present Voice! At Ease! And so it goes when we sing for
the Military Officers Association of America, Chattanooga Chapter.
The photograph below shows the men who showed up for a
space that could not hold many more. Chuck Wilson led the
CCCC.


Online Archive


Choo Choo Chorus Newsletter 2/26/2014


file:///C:/Users/stevewixson/Documents/Internet%20Related/choochoochoruswebsite/Barbershop%20Weekly%20Newsletter/2013%20December%2016.html 1 / 2



http://arleensweb.com/stevewixson/ArchiveDirectory.html





MOAA 2013
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Fall Contest in Black&White December 2, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Final Call for Sing Out Sign Up
South Pittsburg Directions
Riser Trailer Help Needed
Fred Says


South Pittsburg, Tuesday,
December 3, arrive at 6:15 EST,
directions in CCCC Chronicle


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15, assemble at
the area next to the Rock City ticket
booth. Rich will have the passes
there. An elf will meet the group and
lead us to the pavilion where we
warm up.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16, 6:30 PM, Riverside
Baptist Church, Lookout Valley


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Fred Says


I have taken to heart, since my
recent birthday, what another great
tenor (Art Garfunkel) said about the
aging voice. "Don't stop singing.
Sing in a lower key." Fred


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Program VP welcomes CCCCers 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 CCCC rehearsal fir Christmas Show
8:00 Replace chairs to the stage 
8:05 CCCC to the Risers 
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:45 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show with special
focus on Christmas Song and We Want to Wish You
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Again another night where we went straight to rehearsing our
Christmas songs including breaking out the sheet music for We
Want to Wish You a Merry Christmas. Paul passed the Gandy to
SteveG. We closed with KTWWS.


Final Call for Sing Out Sign Up


If you plan to sing in any of the December sing outs be sure you
fill out the sheet at next Monday's practice. Some of the locations
have a space issue and we may have to limit participation. I need
a count of the singers for the 12/5 Rock Rock City sing out by next
the practice. I have to request in advance a pass for each singer
and one guest/singer pass prior to 12/5. Rich


South Pittsburg Directions


I-24 Westbound toward Nashville. Go ~ 27 miles to exit 152A.
Exit right toward US-41/South Pittsburg. Merge onto TN
27/US72W stay in right lane. When the road forks go to the right
onto N. Cedar Ave. Go about 0.7 miles, see Princess Theater on
left. Street parking on Cedar Ave or side streets. Arrive 6:15pm
EST, enter theater take stairs to balcony. Warm-up in room
behind balcony. Drive time from downtown Chattanooga ~ 35
minutes.


Riser Trailer Help Needed


We need someone with a truck to deliver the risers to and from
the MOAA sing out at the Walden Club December 10th. Please
contact Wendell or me if you can help. Rich
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Photo by Sondra
Middlebrooks December 23, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
From the Director
Highlights of the Christmas
Party
More Highlights of
Christmas Show
Hickory Valley Sing Out
Highlights


Calendar


Garden Plaza Ooltewah,
Thursday, December 19, 6:15PM.
Directions attached to this email.


CEO Marty Monson honors the
Chattanooga Chapter with the
first public sharing of the new
BHS Manifesto.


Script For Monday's Meeting


There is no meeting tonight. Merry Christmas.


From the Director


Those of you who were at the Christmas party have already heard a lot
of what I am going to say in this newsletter.  It has been a great year
with many performances for groups ranging from brand new American
citizens to Special Olympians to Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and
Veterans.  Good showings at both contests, a successful annual
show and afterglow, a busy Christmas season highlighted by an
excellent Christmas show.  The Choo Choo Chorus is in very good
shape heading into the new year.  My thanks to all of you AND your
wives/significant others for your contributions to our success and your
continued friendship.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all.
Paul


Highlights of the Christmas Party


Program VP, SteveG, organized another great party, and a group of
Choo Choo and Community Chorus men and guests had some good
fellowship and some good food by Dish T'Pass. And to top that off,
Barbershop Harmony Society CEO, Marty Monson, was there to share
some thoughts on the future of barbershop, and also to install officers
for 2014. A really nice affair. Photograph by Katie Baker


More Highlights of Christmas Show


Sondra Middlebrooks again took some great photographs of our
Christmas show, and more of them will be included in future
newsletters. As shown above, we were joined by former members
Charles Abercrombie, Pete Jones and Bernard Peek.


Hickory Valley Sing Out Highlights


As shown in the photograph below, it is heartwarming to sing for
retirement centers, in this case Hickory Valley. Not only do they
appreciate our singing, but the informal afterglow at times is very
touching. Photographs by Tanya Fleury.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Garden Plaza by Haley Baker December 30, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
From the President\
From the Program VP
Garden Plaza Sing Out Highlights


Calendar


.Next Meeting, Monday, January 6,
2014, All Saints


MLT Meeting, Monday, January 13, All
All Saints, 5:30, Begin planning for
2014 so need all to attend.


Garden Plaza Sing Out
Highlights


As shown in the photograph above, a
good mix of Cho Choo and Chrismas
Chorus men showed up for the final
sing out of this 2013 Christmas
season. Again some nice interaction
with the audience after the sing out
and some goodbyes the the
CCCCers who joined us this year.
Photographs by Haley Baker


Steve Wixson says goodbye to
CCCCer Anthony Baker


Script For Monday's Meeting


There is no meeting tonight. Happy New Year


From the Preseident


2013 has been a great year for our chapter. We ran a successful
Valentine's fundraiser, sang for some National Cemetery events,
Ruby Falls, the Special Olympics, and a couple of Naturalization
ceremonies. We had a great Spring Show in August, a fun
cookout, an awards banquet, and a very busy Christmas season.
We attended a convention and hosted one, our last for a while.
We put over 30 members on stage for our half of the Christmas
show, a feat that I did not see coming. We probably sang a few
other places, too. The chapter is financially sound, has a terrific
set of directors, and has a very experienced Board. Could we ask
for more? Of course!


For 2014, I really want to increase singout turnout, make the
Christmas show a Chattanooga tradition by moving it to the Tivoli
(if we can afford the new prices), and make it more visible to the
community. I want to work with Chet to make 2014 the year more
people hear about us than any since I have joined. Lets make
sure they hear good things! Thanks for all of your hard work and
team mentality and I'll see you on January 6!


Neal Robinson, JJ McShan, Rich Ptacin and Marcellus Scott greet
Garden Plaza attendees after the sing out.


From the Program VP


Thanks to all who helped make our Holiday Party a great
success. Mary and the Belles decorated and provided the snacks
and centerpieces that were given away. Paul arranged for Marty
Monson, Barbershop Harmony's CEO, to speak to us and install
officers. Once you hear Marty laugh, you never have trouble
identifying him again; he's very enthusiastic about our Society's
future. Quite a feather in our cap to have the Chief Indian in town
for the installation. Dish'TPass did another fine job with the
catering. Everyone seemed satisfied by the eats. If you had
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committed to the party but failed to attend, we will gladly accept
your monies to cover the cost for the 58 men that had signed up
and we were charged for by the caterer. Finally, thanks to all who
attended for letting me start the festivities a little later due to a
conflict with my work's Holiday Party on the same evening. We
broke up a little before nine and I didn't see any pumpkins as I left
the scene! Looking forward to more outings next year as we
continue to spend time together as a chapter and family of
harmonizers. See everyone in 2014! Steve Grubb
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


RC4 Sings at South Pittsburg December 9, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
South Pittsburg Sing Out
Highlights


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15, assemble at
the area next to the Rock City ticket
booth. Rich will have the passes
there. An elf will meet the group and
lead us to the pavilion where we
warm up.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16, 6:30 PM, Dinner at
7:30, Riverside Baptist Church,
Lookout Valley


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Program VP welcomes CCCCers 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Risers - Final CCCC rehearsal
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:45 Risers - Final rehearsal before Christmas Show 
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Wilbur announced that the MLT meeting for next Monday has
been canceled. Marcellus passed out the new green tie addition
to our uniform/costume. Rich passed out maps to the So Pitt and
Rock City sing outs. SteveG passed the Gandy to Dave. We
closed with KTWWS.


South Pittsburg Sing Out Highlights


With a crowd of almost 500 including 44 of the CCCC, we put on
a great show at the Princess Theatre in South Pittsburg
particularly since it was our first pubic performance. As the
photograph taken by Melissa Wilson shows - we looked colorful
and had stage props. We entered by walking down the aisle and
to further delight the audience after the intermission there was
good ole Santa Paul with a real beard - a delight to the kids in the
audience. RC4 (shown in the photograph) and the
Chattanooguys with Marcellus singing bass sang two songs
each. As always at a Christmas show, we closed with Silent
Night, and the audience gave us amazing appreciation by their
silence for the longest time we can remember. Thanks to Rich for
the sheet music props behind the chorus and the lighted
Christmas star. This was a grand reopening of the Princess
theatre to brighten spirits in South Pittsburg as they recover from
recent storm damage. It will long be remembered and one lady
suggested it should be an annual affair.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Over 50 Club Sing Out July 1, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Note From Our Director
Over 50 Club Sing Out
Dave Collins' Barbershop
Library
Barbershop Term of the Week
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Summer Cookout, Saturday, June
29, The picnic is at Chester Frost
Park, Shelter # 4, 3 to 7 PM. Invite
friends and family to join us. Bring
your assigned food items. SteveG


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive
11:15 AM


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive
11:15 AM


Annual Show, August 17, GPS,
Lunch Break is guest quartet.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, Community Theatre


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative) 


Ruby Falls Sing Out
Reminder


Remember we sing at Ruby Falls on
Thursday, the 4th of July. 11:15 AM
arrival for singing for those in the
waiting in line starting at noon. Rich


Dave Collins
Barbershop Library


RC4 has Dave's library of
barbershop music which includes
about 100 chorus and quartet CDs.


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push Out - Shine on Me
7:30 Chuck - Polecat - Your Tell Me Your Dream
7:40 Paul - There is Love Wherever There is Song
7:50 Paul - Sweet Adeline- Show Song
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Fred, Cameron, Gene, Jesse
8:40 Risers - Shenandoah
8:50 Risers - When She Loved Me
9:00 Risers - Celebrate Harmony
9:10 Risers - How's Every Little Thing in Dixie
9:20 Risers - Georgia On My Mind
9:28 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


A fun night of singing including learning the show tune There is
Love Wherever There Is Love. Announcements. Wilbur on Chet's
behalf passed out Ad Contracts for the upcoming show. Paul
announced that TN international quartets competitors would be
doing their songs on Tuesday in Nashville. Several are going and
car pools organized. Fred noted that RC4 had Dave Collins old
barbershop stuff (see left column). Cameron welcomed Bob Hill
as a guest. Wally noted we need a Treasurer to replace Gary.
Beau noted they are looking for a bass to replace Gary. SteveG
reminded us of the chapter picnic on Saturday and went over what
people are to bring. Wendell passed the Gandy to Paul and we
closed with KTWWS


Note From Our Director


As we head into the home stretch towards our annual show, we
have one song left to learn. Please spend time with the
learning CD (or the new and improved learning CD) as much as
possible so we can be fruitful during the chapter meeting.
Also consider the "Chorus" sound versus the "Personal" sound,
and what modifications might be necessary for you to
contribute to the best possible extent. Thanks for all you do - you
make me proud to be your director! Paul


Over 50 Club Sing Out


About 500 members of the Over 50 Club listened attentively as we
put on a really good show. Two quartets sang two songs each.
Lots of people stood and were recognized when their service
song was sung as part of the Armed Forces Medley. This was
arranged by Frank who is a member of the club. We set up our PA
sound system for the sing out. Photograph by Glenda Holder. 


Barbershop Term of the Week
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about 100 chorus and quartet CDs.
Fred will organize these into a
lending library for members of the
chorus.


Dave gave the Chorus via SteveW
his learning tapes and these have
been digitized into the computer and
added to the library of Chapter
learning song (see attached list - all
4 parts unless shown different in
parentheses.) If you would like a
copy of any of these, let SteveW
know. You can preview them at any
Monday chapter meeting. Cost is the
normal $0.40 per track per song. 


Birthdays


3 - Tom Keegan
3 - Debbie Southerlin


4 - Janet Wixson
9 - Mary Rhoden
16 - Pat Slack


23 - Margie Brock


Anniversaries


20 - Rich and Sheila Pracin
21 - Brooks and Audrey Gist
25 - Erby and Glenda Erwin


(BTOW)
We use the term “barbershop seventh” a lot in our hobby and I
have already used it a couple of times in these columns. So what
is a seventh chord and what makes it barbershop? The term
“seventh chord” usually refers to a chord made up of the root,
third, fifth, and minor seventh (a half-step below the seventh note
of a major scale), though it can refer to lots of other chords if you
put some modifying words around it. Played on most instruments,
we call it a DOMINANT seventh chord. The barbershop seventh
chord is similar, but different enough that I think it is worth
mentioning. “Barbershop seventh” is what barbershoppers call
the HARMONIC seventh chord. The harmonic seventh looks just
like the dominant seventh on a piano or guitar, but we sing the
notes so that they match the harmonic frequencies of the root
note instead of the fixed and slightly-wrong frequencies on an
even-tempered instrument like a piano. The seventh in particular
is a little flatter when sung than it is on the keyboard. That is why
the hair on your arms stand up when we really ring a chord and
the same chord on a piano doesn’t even come close.


The dominant seventh chord on the sheet music and on the
keyboard is just a placeholder for the chord we will actually be
singing when the time comes, and it comes often. In most
barbershop arrangements, at least a third of all of the chords in
the song are barbershop sevenths. Those chords take four notes
to create, so you need four parts, and they help move the song
from chord to chord, resolving around the circle of fifths. All of this
should sound familiar, because I have mentioned them before as
the characteristic features of our sound. No harmonic seventh
chords, no barbershop music. Wally
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Paul's Live Webcast Party July 15, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Paul's International Webcast
Party
Barbershop Term of the Week


Delayed Webcast Party, Sunday, July
14, 3 PM, Paul's house. Pick and
choose your favorites to watch. Note
that this is a change of day.


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive
11:15 AM


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, Lunch
Break is guest quartet.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday, December
16 (tentative)


 


 


 


Belmont U


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Pushout - Sweet Roses of Morn
7:30 Polecat - Heart of My Heart
7:40 Paul - There is Love Wherever There is Song
7:50 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wendell, Tom, Rich, Marcellus
8:40 Risers - When You and I Were Young Maggie
8:50 Risers - When She Loved Me
9:00 Risers -Chattanooga Choo Choo
9:10 Risers - Old Folks at Home
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcemets. SteveG welcomed Dave Rack who gave an
update on Sondra. Gary again noted he was leaving and we
need a Treasurer. Cameron welcome back Benny and Bruce
McGee who is President of the Greensville, NC chapter. Fred
passed an 8 year renewal to DaveR. Paul reported on the live
webcast party at his house last Saturday, and announced a
delayed webcast party for this Saturday (change of plan - now on
Sunday) starting at 3 PM. Rich reminded us of the upcoming
Ruby Falls sing out. The quartet of Chuck, Paul, SteveG and
DaveW sang Georgia On My Mind. Wendell passed the Gandy to
Wally who directed a stirring KTWWS.


Paul's International Webcast Party


Shown in the photograph above are Chet and Paul watching the
live webcast of the International quartet finals from Toronto.
Food included grilled brats and fixings and more. Masterpiece
won with a sweet blend and Dixie's A Mighty Wind came in third.


There will be a delayed webcast party at Paul's this weekend
where we can select what we want to see from all contests.
Change in plans - I have to be at the City Swim Meet Saturday
evening. I'm thinking about doing an afternoon party on Sunday,
starting about 3 PM and going until whenever. Please let me
know if you are interested - call my cell (423)503-4935. Thanks,
Paul


Barbershop Term of the Week
(BTOW)


This week’s word is Belmont, as in the University just south of
Nashville. Harmony University has been in St. Joseph, Missouri,
every July/August (except 2005) from 1975 until now. Next year,
though, they are moving it to just up the road from us, to Belmont
University. This is an amazing opportunity to experience the best
week of barbershop education on the planet with almost no
travel expense. The cost will likely be about $600 for the entire
week classes including food and board. They are working on
other ways of reaching more students with Harmony University,
too, so watch the Harmonizer and Rebel Rouser for news over
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the next year. Click HERE for a video about the move and
Belmont: Wally
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Memorial Day 2013 July 22, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Wendell is Interim Treasurer
Memorial Day Sing Out Photo


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive
11:15 AM


Annual Show, August 17, GPS,
Lunch Break is guest quartet.
Costume is gold vest, tux shirt with
tab collar, tux pants, black socks and
patent shoes.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Wendell is Interim
Treasurer


Wally Edmondson has made a
presidential appointment for
Wendell Whitmire as interim
Treasurer until December 31st. The
Chorus needs to thank Wendell for
accepting this important position on
the Board of Directors. Gary


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Pushout - Heart of My Heart
7:30 Polecat - Sweet Adeline
7:40 Paul - There is Love Wherever There is Song
7:50 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wendell, Tom, Rich & Marcellus
8:40 Risers - Armed Forces Medley
8:50 Risers - Ten Feet Off the Ground
9:00 Risers -Wait Till the Sun Shines, Nelly
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG led announcements to a small turnout. Rich reminded us
of our Ruby Falls sing out. Also if you are in an organization who
might like to schedule a Christmas Sing Out let him know. Paul
announced the show uniform (see calendar). Chet asked
everyone who sold an ad last year to try and resell this year.


Johhny, Paul, Bill and DaveW sang Old Folks at Home. We
closed with KTWWS.


Memorial Day Sing Out Photograph


The photograph above, taken by John Sims, shows men and
women standing when their service song was sung during our
performance of the Armed Forces Medley at the Memorial Day
Ceremony at the Chattanooga National Cemetery.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


1962 Board July 29, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
From Music & Performance VP
Chorus Song List for Show:
Photograph of Our 1962 Board


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive
11:15 AM. We need a few more
singers.


Annual Show, August 17, GPS,
Lunch Break is guest quartet.
Costume is gold vest, tux shirt with
tab collar, tux pants, black socks and
patent shoes.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Afterglow News


This is a note of encouragement for
the chorus to plan on attending the
Afterglow party; $10 per head. Will
start a sign-up sheet around this
coming Monday. SteveG


Chorus Song List for
Show:


Star-Spangled Banner
Celebrate Harmony (opener)


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Pushout - Sweet Aedeline
7:30 Polecat - Down By The Old Mill Stream
7:40 Paul - There is Love Wherever There is Song
7:50 Paul - When She Loved Me
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - Wendell, Rich, Tom & Marcellus
8:40 Risers - Hello, Mary Lou
8:50 Risers - There is Love Wherever There is Song
9:00 Risers - Chattanooga Choo Choo
9:10 Risers - Let Me Call You Sweetheart 
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. Rich noted we need a few more singer for the
Ruby Fall sing out.


From the Music & Performance VP


We only have three Mondays before our show so please make
every effort to be at chorus practice on these nights. Several
people are putting in a lot of time and effort to make the show a
success, so the least the rest of us can do is support them by
being prepared and knowing the songs. We need to sell ads and
a lot of tickets to make this a very successful show. Plan to attend
the afterglow which will be a lot of fun, along with good food.
Wilbur


Note from our Director


We’re only three Monday nights away from our show. I really
appreciate the hard work that you guys have been doing, but we
need to step up the effort on our way to putting on a GREAT show!
Attendance has been spotty and it really helps to have everybody
there for these final rehearsal/polishing sessions. We have a
great product and a wonderful opportunity to showcase
barbershopping in Chattanooga just a couple of months before
we have our District convention and contest in October. See you
next Monday! Paul
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You're the Flower of My Heart, Sweet
Adeline


Wait Til the Sun Shines, Nellie
Hello, Mary Lou


When She Loved Me
Ten Feet Off The Ground


Let Me Call You Sweetheart
Chattanooga Choo Choo


There Is Love Wherever There Is
Song


Celebrate Harmony (closer)
Armed Forces Medley


Keep The Whole World Singing


Photograph of Our 1962 Board


Charter member Don Bennett who lives in Florida sent us this old
newspaper photograph. From left seated are Don, Secretary, Bill
Switzer, Board, George Baker, Treasurer, Ernest Jordan,
President, and standing are Tom Mitchell, Vice-President, Dick
Clem, Board and also Director, Cecil Cooke, Board, Lloyd
Bumpas, Board, and Ray Beebe, Vice-President. Thanks, Don
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Chapter Picnic July 8, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Note From Director
Ruby Falls Sing Out
Highlights of Chapter Picnic
Start Selling Ads
Plea From Our Treasurer
Barbershop Term of the Week


Ruby Falls, Thursday, July 4, Arrive
11:15 AM, White polo shirt and long
khaki pants.


MLT Meeting, Monday, July 8, 5:30,
All-Saints


Ruby Falls, Saturday, July 27, Arrive
11:15 AM, White polo shirt and long
khaki pants.


Annual Show, August 17, GPS, Lunch
Break is guest quartet.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday, December
16 (tentative)


Ruby Falls Sing Out


We sing at Ruby Falls on the 4th. If it's
raining Hollie Baranick will find us a
covered location to sing for their
customers. Arrival time is 11:45am.
The outfit is white polo, khaki
trousers. Call me (423-842-6276) if
you have any questions. Rich


Start Selling Ads


Our biggest Ad salesman, Frank, will
be out of town, so the rest of us need
to pick up the slack and sell ad for the
show. The revised Ad Contract is
attached as is the list of the Ads sold


Script for Monday Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push Out Quartet - You Tell Me Your Dream
7:30 Chuck - Polecat - Sweet Roses Of Morn
7:40 Paul - There is Love Wherever There is Song
7:50 Paul - Celebrate Harmony 
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor - DaveW, SteveG, Chuck, Paul
8:40 Risers - When You Wish Upon a Star
8:50 Risers - When She Loved Me
9:00 Risers - Dixie
9:10 Risers - Chattanooga Choo Choo
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. SteveG note that the picnic went well. Wally
said thanks to everyone who help with the picnic. Gary said
"Replace Me" (see below.) Wilbur announce the MLT meeting on
Monday. Rich read a thank you note for the sing out from the
Over 50 Club. He also reminded us of the sing out at Ruby Fall
on Thursday, July 4th. Gary noted we received a thank you note
from Carol Collins for our donation to Fire Department in Dave's
name. Chet passed out show Ad forms in a two per page
format. Cameron introduced guests Bob, Andrew and Alex and
we sang them a welcome.


After the break the quartet of Cameron, Fred, Jesse and Rich
sang Shine on Me. Paul passed the Gandy to Wendell who
directed KTWWS with the Celebrate Harmony ending.


Plea From Our Treasurer


I have been with the Choo Choo Chorus for nine years and it's
the most fun I've had since the hogs ate my kid brother. It is time,
however, for me to start a new chapter of my life and that will be
in moving to Florida sometime in September. Because of that I
will be resigning my office as Treasurer on August 1st.


We need someone in the Chorus to step up and take on that
position. It really is a rather simple job and most people shy
away from it since they think they need to know bookkeeping.
Nothing could be further from the truth. While it would be helpful
to have some knowledge of it, I knew nothing when I took office
four years ago.


With the assistance of Johnny Jackson the Chorus had a
smooth transition from him to me. I will make that transition just
as easy from me to the next person who will assume this
rewarding position. I have all the files and everything you will
need to do the job. I will be here for a month to help that person
and I am sure you can rely on Johnny as well for any assistance
or for any questions that need to be asked.
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attached as is the list of the Ads sold
for a previous show


Note From Director


Great work on the risers last Monday!
Just a few bobbles on Celebrate
Harmony, but we’re on our way to
putting on a great show! I’d like to be
off the paper on There Is Love in two
weeks, so study hard while working
on the other show songs. Thanks,
Paul.


Highlights of Chapter
Picnic


Thirty three attended the Chapter
Picnic at Shelter #4 at Chester Frost
Park. There was plenty of food; hot
dogs, brats (locally made brought by
Wally), chips, slaw, potato salad,
drinks, desserts, and fixings. Paul
was chief griller. Games included
VLQ singing, SteveW's baseball darts,
Wally's cornhole and Gene's ladder
toss. Lots of harmony, fun, fellowship
and food on a beautiful day.


Toronto Promo


Are you that person? Please see Wally Edmonson if you are
interested in assuming the office of Treasurer. Gary Fisher,
Treasurer


Barbershop Term of the Week
(BTOW)


This week’s word is Toronto! Here is the 72-page program for
the International Convention happening right now:
http://barbershopconvention.com/program_toronto.pdf. You can
see the available webcast packages here:http://www.bhs-
live.com They start at $20 but you can spend as much as $159
for the regular convention events plus the AIC show if you want
to watch them live. Paul plans on buying the delayed viewing
package, as he usually does, and details of a viewing party will
be available shortly. You can get the latest news from Toronto
here: http://barbershopconvention.com. Here is a list of
upcoming International Conventions:


2014 - Las Vegas, NV


2015 - Pittsburgh, PA


2016 - Nashville, TN


2017 - Minneapolis, MN


2018 - Orlando, FL


2019 - Salt Lake City, UT
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Veterans Day 2012 Warm Up November 11, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
We Need Veterans Day Singers
District Contest Photos Arrived


Veterans Day, Monday, November
11, arrive at 10:15 AM, National
Cemetery. Patriotic uniform as
shown in above photo.


Joint MLT and Board Meeting,
Monday, November 18th, 5:30 PM,
All Saints


South Pittsburg, Tuesday,
December 3, arrive at 6:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Christmas Party, Friday, December
20th, time and place to be
determined.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Prog VP welcomes CCCCer 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Replace chairs to the stage
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:40 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Chet announced that Show Posters and Tickets were passed out
to the CCCC and extras are available for our members. Please
take 10 or more tickets to sell. Wilbur noted there will be a joint
MLT and Board meeting on Monday, November 18th. Charlie
welcomed our guests. SteveG announce the Christmas Party will
be on Friday, December 20th after the last sing out at a yet to be
determined location. Please put this on your calendar. We
worked on the Veterans Day songs, National Anther, Armed
Forces Medley and God Bless American. Rich passed the Gandy
to Fred and we closed with KTWWS.


We Need Veterans Day Singers


We will sing at the National Cemetery on Monday, November 11.
We've been asked to sing the National Anthem, Armed Forces
Medley and God Bless America. Last Monday only two basses
committed to the sing out. We need more singers, all parts but
especially basses. The Medley needed a lot of work at practice.
Use the sheet music and learning CD to brush it up. Wear the
Patriotic uniform (shown in the photo above). Assemble for warm
up at 10:15AM. Rich


District Contest Photos Arrived


Pictures from District Contest are available for those who signed
up. $10.00 each. Wendell
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Paul Intros God Bless
America


November 18, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
From the Director
Choo Choo Chorus Song List


Joint MLT and Board Meeting,
Monday, November 18th, 5:30 PM,
All Saints


South Pittsburg, Tuesday,
December 3, arrive at 6:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16, 7:30 PM, place to be
determined. (Note New Date)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Prog VP welcomes CCCCer 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Replace chairs to the stage
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:40 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG noted that the Christmas Party has been moved to
Monday, December 16 at 7:30 PM. Paul thank the 20 men who
showed up for the Veterans Day Sing Out. He got lot of good
comments about us after the program. Wendell again asked for
those who ordered a contest photo to pay up. We worked on our
Christmas music (see below) and closed with KTWWS. Photo by
John Sims.


From the Director


It's time for the big push to get ready for our Christmas
performances. Try now to plan some time during the
Thanksgiving holiday to work on your music so we can do a
wonderful job this season. I'm planning a special quartet
number during at least one of our performances, so stay tuned.
Also, I need to hear from quartets that are willing(wanting) to
perform at our gigs. Thanks for your hard work, and for
welcoming our Community brothers and making them feel at
home here. Paul


Choo Choo Chorus Song List


Let It Snow
Angels We Have Heard on High


Jingle Bells
We Want to Wish You A Merry Christmas


Christmas Song (Chestnuts)
Mary Had A Baby
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


AFM with Veteran Standing November 25, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Need Sing Out Info and Help
Veterans Day Photo by Linda
Toups


South Pittsburg, Tuesday,
December 3, arrive at 6:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16, 7:30 PM, Riverview
Baptist Church, Lookout Valley


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Program VP welcomes CCCCers 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 CCCC rehearsal fir Christmas Show
8:00 Replace chairs to the stage 
8:05 CCCC to the Risers 
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:45 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show with special
focus on Christmas Song and We Want to Wish You
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


We had little time for announcements and moved immediately
into rehearsing our Christmas songs. There were only 18 of us
there, and we need everyone. Paul thanked us for our patience
Monday night. Keep up the good work. You know what needs to
be done. Fred passed the Gandy to Paul who was the only one at
the meeting who was in the chorus when he joined. We closed
with KTWWS.


Need Sing Out Info and Help


So far 24 Chorus members have turned in Sing Out Participation
Sheets. Please turn one in so we know the number of singers
and distribution of sections for each sing out. A blank form is
attached to this email.


We need help transporting risers for the 12/10 MOAA sing out at
the Republic Center. Wendell will not be in town that day. If you
can help please let me know ASAP. Rich


Veterans Day Photo by Linda Toups


The above photo showing a veteran standing during the singing
of his service song in the Armed Forces Medley was taken by
Linda Toups. Linda, thanks for sharing.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


First Family Fotograph November 4, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
South Pittsburg Sing Out is On
Christmas Songs Paul Wants to
Sing


Veterans Day, Monday, November
11, National Cemetery


South Pittsburg, Tuesday,
December 3, arrive at 6:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:30 Gather and Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:00 Prog VP welcomes CCCCer 
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Replace chairs to the stage
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:40 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show/Brush up on
songs for Veterans Day
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Paul noted he would have the Choo Choo Chorus song list in
next weeks newsletter (see below). We worked on Jingle Bell
Rock. Gene passed the Gandy to Rich. We closed with KTWWS. 


South Pittsburg Sing Out is On


We will sing at So. Pittsburg on Tuesday 12/3. Arrival time is
6:15pm. Show time is 7:00pm. All times are eastern standard
time. We sing at the newly renovated Princess Theater in
downtown So. Pittsburg. We will warm up in the community room
on the balcony floor of the theater. The Mayor wants this evening
to be a gala celebrating the renovation and a start of the
Christmas events in the town. Expect school kids to sing and
possibly the H.S. band to be part of the event. With luck there may
be a visit from Santa!! Program specifics and driving directions
will be available later. South Pittsburg is a 25 minute drive from
downtown Chattanooga.


Christmas Songs Paul Wants to Sing


Let It Snow
Angels We Have Heard on High


Jingle Bells
We Want to Wish You


Christmas Song (Chestnuts)
Mary Had A Baby


Plus quartet numbers


We need to get these up to speed as quickly as possible. If you
need learning tracks, please let me know. Paul
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


On Stage Waiting to
Compete


October 14, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Special Coaching Session


MLT Meeting, Monday, October 14,
5:30 PM, All Saints


Special Coaching Meeting,
Tuesday, October 15, 7 PM, All
Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Special Coaching
Meeting


There will be a special meeting next
Tuesday, October 15. Adam Scott, a
music specialist from HQ and bass
of our newly-crowned District
Champs RedZone, will be visiting
us to coach and inspire us on our
continuing journey of improvement.
Since the CCCC takes up most of
our Monday night (and since Monday
night was already booked), we've


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:45 Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15-8:30 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Announcements & break 
8:40 Risers - Reportoire for Saturday @ Ketners Mill 
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


After CCCC rehearsal there was a discussion of the Dixie
convention. Wilbur thank everyone for a great job. He reported that
Jim Sams, the overall coordinator said we did a great job. Wilbur
present Treasurer Wendell with a Dixie check for $1,000 for
hosting the convention. Wendell thank his riser crew for their
work. Paul thanked the 11 men who sang for the Special
Olympics Bowling Tournement.


Lebron did the first reading of nominees for 2014. They are
President, Wally, Secretary, Fred, Treasurer, Wendell, Program
VP, SteveG, Membership VP, Marcellus, Business Mgr, Rich,
Public Relations, Chet, Bulletin Editor, SteveW and Board
Members at Large, Charlie, DaveF and Wilbur. The Music VP
position has not been filled, and contact Lebron if interested.
Chuck passed the Gandy to Wilbur. We closed with KTWWS.


House of Delegates Meeting
Summary


I was happy to represent Chattanooga at the Dixie House of
Delegates Meeting on Friday afternoon during the convention and
a few things were discussed that I think you might want to know
about. Our Dixie President for 2014 will be Dwain Chambers,
replacing Larry Deters. The 2014 Spring Convention will held in
the Nashville area but they don't know exactly where, yet. The Fall
2014 Convention will be in Atlanta, of course, all under one roof.
The 2014 Dixie Lakeside Harmony Weekend is scheduled for
June in Huntsville but they are considering moving it, possibly to
UTC. There is a new chapter in Peachtree City, GA, and there are
two others working on getting started in Clarksville and Jackson,
TN. Spring Convention registration costs will increase by $1 to
$40. Senior District dues will increase from $15 or $0 (depending
on your category) to $20.


We were presented with a check for $84 from the Harmony
Foundation. We get a check twice/year from them where they give
us the money our donors have designated to come back to the
chapter. The program is called Donor Choice. When you give to
Harmony Foundation, you can designate up to 30% of your gift to
be given back to the District or your chapter. Only five
Chattanooga members are currently enrolled in Donor Choice,
so I encourage all of you to give to Harmony Foundation and ask
about Donor Choice when you do. I give my gift through
Ambassadors of Song, where they charge my credit card on the
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arranged for Adam to be here
Tuesday night. Please make plans
to take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity. There may also be an
opportunity for quartet coaching -
check with me.


Also, thanks for a great start to our
CCCC season. We did some
wonderful singing and had a good
number of guests. Keep
recruiting so we can have the
biggest CCCC ever! Paul


Ambassadors of Song, where they charge my credit card on the
24th of every month. 30% of that comes back to the chapter and it
has been a really easy way to contribute to the future of our art
form globally and locally. Wally


Ketner Mill Sing Out Reminder


Our next sing out is at Ketner Mill on Saturday the 19th. Arrival
time is 1:15pm EASTERN TIME. The outfit and driving directions
will be available at our 10/14 practice. We will include the
specifics in the next newsletter. Rich
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Special Olympics Bowling
2013


October 21, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Note From the Director
Ketner Mill Sing Out


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST (see details in right
column)


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Ketner Mill Sing Out


Arrive at 1:30 PM EST for a 2:15
performance. Dress is long sleeve
white dress shirt, black bow tie, navy
blue pants, black shoes and red
coat in case it is cold.


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:45 Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15-8:30 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Announcements & break 
8:40 Paul - Start working on our Christmas Songs
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Fred passed a 16 year renewal to JW. Charlie introduced our
guests, SteveV AnthonyB, former member Jay Correll, and Beverly
Robinson and we sang them a welcome. Rich reminded about
the sing out at Ketner Mill this Saturday and passed out a map
(see below). Paul reminded us of the coaching session on
Tuesday, October 15. Lebron did the second reading of
nominees for 2014 officers adding Wilbur as Music VP and Frank
as Board member at large. Last reading and election next
Monday. Chet asked again for the name of contacts of groups that
we can publize the Christmas show. Wilbur via Paul passed the
Gandy to SteveW. We closed with KTWWS.


Note From the Director


Wow, the CCCC is coming along quite nicely, wouldn't you
agree? Thanks for bringing these guys in and making them feel
welcome. Please remember to have a name tag on at each
meeting so they can feel comfortable talking to you, asking
questions, etc. Also, please go "above and beyond" to introduce
yourself to them, help them if necessary, just show them what a
group of great guys we are. Anybody who is new this year needs
your special attention so he can "fit in" as quickly as possible.
Even our regulars deserve that extra "great to see you again this
year" to encourage them to keep coming. I really appreciate your
efforts - we will all be rewarded by a great set of performances
this season. Paul
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Rock City 4 Quartet October 28, 2013


In This E-mail


Sc ript for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Veterans Day Sing Out
Officers for 2014


Veterans Day, Monday, November
11, National Cemetery


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Officers for 2014


President - Wally Edmondson
Secretary - Fred Jesse


Treasurer - Wendell Whitmire
Music VP - Wilbur Strickland
Program VP - Steve Grubb


Membership VP - Marcellus Scott
Business Mgr - Rich Ptacin 


Public Relations - Chet Tschetter


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:45 Setup for CCCC rehearsal
7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15-8:30 Paul - CCCC rehearsal
8:35 Announcements & Break 
8:40 Risers - Songs for upcoming Christmas Show/Brush up on
Armed Forces Medley
9:25 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG led announcements. Wendell reported the Annual show
netted $3,797 and Afterglow cost $220. Rich reminded us of the
Veterans Day sing out. Also please fill out the Christmas sing out
sign up sheet so we can plan risers, etc. Lebron did the 3rd
reading of nominees for 2014 and we elected them by
acclamation. Paul thanked the small group that were at the
Ketner Mill sing out. SteveG noted we need to commit to our sing
outs. He announced the Board again voted that our Christmas
charity be Boehm Birth Defects Center. Marcellus noted that we
are the 3rd largest supporter of the Center. SteveW passed the
Gandy to Gene. We closed with KTWWS.


The Rock City 4 Quartet photograph from our Annual Show is by
Sonya Middlebrooks.


Paul Requests CCCC Telephone Help


Please re-invite any guests who haven't been with us over the last
two weeks. Our attendance was only 40-something last Monday.
In other news, our chorus sound is getting better. Keep up the
good work. Paul


Veterans Day Sing Out


Please mark your calendars for the 11/11 Veterans Day
celebration at the National Cemetery. We need a good turnout. I'll
circulate a sign up sheet at Monday's meeting. Thanks, Rich
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Bulletin Editor - Steve Wixson
Board Member - Charlie Holder
Board Member - Dave Fleury 


Board Member - Frank Delaney
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Let's Make It Happen October 7, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Special Olympics Sing Out on
Monday
Make Calls for 2013 CCCC
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Fall Contest, October 4-5, Assemble
9:50 AM in Tennessee River Room
at Marriott.. Costume is same as
Annual Show, gold vest, tux shirt and
pants, black tie, shoes and socks.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:45 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road.
Dress is white polo shirt and khaki
pants.


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,


Script For Monday's Meeting


6:45 Move PA system to big room
7:00 - 8:30 First CCCC rehearsal
8:30 Announcements and Contest discussion(No break)
8:50 Risers - Sing Christmas songs we know
9:10 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 
Go Home - we're tired 


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. Fred presented Johnny with a 27 year renewal.
Wilbut went oner last minute show details. Paul noted we enter
the matrix at 9:50 in the Tennessee River Room. SteveW noted
that we only added 2 new recruits for the 2013 CCCC since last
Monday, so we need to make calls from the list that was emailed.
Charlie welcomed Daniel, Steven, Clark, Charles Abercrombie
and Myron Abercrombie and we sang them a welcome. There
was a brief board meeting to vote on new members and approve
the purchase of an ad in the Sweet Adelines upcomjing show. JJ
passed the Gandy to Chuck. We closed with KTWWS.


Special Olympics Sing Out on
Monday


There is a Special Olympics Bowling Sing Out on Monday,
October 7th, at Holiday Bowl (not Tri-State) on Breainerd near
Eastgate. Assemble at 9:45. Dress is white polo shirt and khaki
pants. Paul 


Make Calls for 2013 CCCC


We have 77 commited for the 2013 CCCC. Last year we had 104
committed and only 82 sang on stage, and that may mean we will
only have 61 on stage for the show. A list of former CCCCers who
have not responded was emailed to all members. Please look at
the list, make a few calls. SteveW


Birthdays


8 - Melissa Wilson
8 - Dave White


11 - Paul Blazek


Anniversaries


21 - Benny and Guelda Malone
21 - Chuck and Melissa Wilson
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December 19, 6:15PM.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Chattanooguys September 16, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Men's Music Clinic Sing Out
Goodbye From Gary


Board Meeting, Monday, Sept 16th,
5:30 PM, All Saints


Men's Music Clinic, Saturday,
September 14, Assemble at 3:00 PM
(new time). Baylor. Dress is white
polo, khaki pants and brown
accessories.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:15 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Down By The Old Mill Stream
7:30 Polecat - Honey Lil Lize
7:40 Paul - When She Loved Me(Contest song)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor, Gene, Charlie, Beau, Lebron
8:40 Risers - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song)
9:00 Risers - When She Loved Me (Contest song)
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 
Watcher: SteveG. Listener: Chet


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. Wilbur went over the plans for the upcoming
convention. He will have registration sheets next Monday. The
dress for the Baylor sing out is white polo, khaki pants and brown
shoes. Pat passed the Gandy to Rich. We closed with KTWWS.


Men's Music Clinic Sing Out


Arrive at Baylor by 3:00pm instead 3:15pm on Saturday the 14th.
We will warm up in the Old Chapel (# 11) on the Baylor campus
map. When you pass the guardhouse bear to the right and keep
to the right proceeding around the buildings onto the upper
parking lot. Try not to park in reserved parking spots. Come up
the walkway on the left side of the Admin Building (#16) , through
the small courtyard and straight through the double doors. Inside
the first door on the left go is the Old Chapel. Wear white polo,
khaki trousers, brown accessories. If you need to Google,
'campus map Baylor School Chattanooga'. Rich


Goodbye From Gary


Fellow Songsters: By the time you read this I will be in my truck
hauling a trailer on my way to Venice, FL. I had the most perfect
evening last Thursday at Ryan’s Buffet as I was given a send-off
and I was able to pass my Chattanooguys coat to Marcellus Scott.
I deeply appreciate those in attendance and the nice things you
said about me. I just want to say one last time how extremely
grateful I am for the camaraderie, the laughter, the harmonizing
you’ve given me over the past nine years from the finest bunch of
men I’ve ever known. I love each and every one of you. Your
friendship and your gifts of music will carry me for the rest of my
life. To one and all, thank you. Gary Fisher. Proud member of the
Choo Choo Chorus. Future member of the Venetian
Gondoliers.[Photograph by Sonya Middlebrooks]
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 2, 2013


In This E-mail


No Meeting on Monday
Highlights of Last Meeting
Gary Fisher Goodby Party
From the Director
Dixie District Contest Changes


Labor Day, Monday September 2, No
Meeting


Fisher Goodbye Party, Thursday,
September 5th, 6 PM, Ryan's in
Hixson.


Men's Music Clinic, Saturday,
September 14, Assemble at 3:15
PM. Baylor.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:15 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


From the Director


Monday night was fantastic! You
guys adjusted to a new, very different
concept (speaking in "cursive") and
really took off with it. It improved
every phrase on which we tried it, so
we're going to keep working at it. If
you weren't there, you sure missed
something big! The good news is,
we'll do it again in two weeks.
Please work on your music over
the holidays, concentrating on When


No Meeting On Monday


No meeting due to Labor Day


Highlights of Last Meeting


Paul led announcements. Fred passed a 23 year renewal to Pat.
Charlie introduce returning visitor, Calvin Crim and we sang him
a welcome. Rich noted upcoming events, the sing out at Baylor
and Dixie Convention. Paul expanded on the Baylor sing out. After
some really good singing on the risers, Paul passed the Gandy
to Pat. We closed with KTWWS.


Gary Fisher Goodby Party


The Fisher's goodby party will be Thursday at Ryan's Restaurant
in Hixson (5104 Hixson Pike) starting at 6PM.


 


Dixie District Contest Changes


Gentlemen, This fall the Dixie District will be reformatting the
Chorus Plateau system utilizing past competition scores versus
number of men on stage. This will level the playing field for all
chapters by actually putting them in Plateau groupings which are
among other choruses who have average scores in the same
range. It will prevent small or intermediate top notch choruses
from winning the small or intermediate plateaus instead of
competing with other higher scoring choruses. The Plateau
average is determined by averaging the last TWO contest scores
each chapter has earned. Scores may go back over the last three
years. Scores of choruses who are singing for Score/Evaluation
Only will be utilized as well. And there will still be up to three
places awarded in each Plateau. Here are the ranges we are
using:


Plateau A 600-799 
Plateau AA 800-899
Plateau AAA 900+


As it stands for the Fall Chorus Prelims, here are the Plateaus in
place for your chapters:


Plateau AAA: Nashville, Atlanta Metro, Germantown 
Plateau AA: Cleveland, Tuscaloosa, Greater Atlanta, Central


Alabama, Northeast TN; 
Plateau A: Marietta, Memphis, Greater Knoxville, Athens, AL,


Chattanooga, Huntsville


Let me know if you have any questions! And best wishes for
outstanding performances from you ALL! In harmony, Jim Sams
VP Contest and Judging-Dixie
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She Loved Me and Georgia On My
Mind. See you Sep 9th. Happy Labor
Day! Paul
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Men's Music Clinic at Baylor September 23, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Men's Music Clinic Sing Out
Rich on Christmas Sing Outs
Recruit for CCCC


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host. Costume
is same as Annual Show, gold vest,
tux shirt and pants, black tie, shoes
and socks.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:15 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
Deceber 19, 6:15PM.


Recruit for CCCC


As of today, we have 62 commited
for the 2013 CCCC most all via
email. That means there is a lot of
telephoning and personal recruiting
to do before October 7th. Let me
know of men you know are coming,
and recruit more. SteveW


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Honey Lil Lize
7:30 Polecat - You Tell Me Your Dream
7:40 Paul - When She Loved Me/Georgia OMM(Contest songs)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor, Wendell, Tom Rich, Jesse
8:40 Risers - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song)
9:00 Risers - When She Loved Me (Contest song)
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 
Watcher: Johnny. Listener: DavidF


Highlights of Last Meeting


SteveG lead announcements. Wendell said send ticket money
and outstanding show invoices. Lebron for Wilbur read and
verified the list of workers for Dixie Convention. Note: If your wife or
friend is working the convention and not singing, we need their
name to get a free pass for them. Let Wilbur know. Charlie
introduced our guests including Colin from the LaCrosse chapter
and we sang them a welcome. Paul thanked those who sang at
the Men's Clinic at Baylor. Gene, Charlie, Lebron and Rich say
Down our Way. We worked on our contest songs on the risers
with some coaching from guest Colin. Rich passed the Gandy to
Wendell, and we closed with KTWWS.
Warm Up at Baylor


Men's Music Clinic Sing Out


Sixteen members including Brandon and Charlie Bright showed
up for the Clinic. We reheased in the Old Chapel as shown below
and as shown above we joined with the youth in one song that
was new to us. We sang five songs including our contest set. A
nice way to spend part of a Saturday afternoon. SteveW


Rich On Christmas Advertising


Many subdivisions put out a newsletter for the homeowners and
some have an activities/social chairperson. If you live in such a
subdivision please give me the name and phone number of the
newsletter editor and/or the activities chairperson. We will ask
them to include our Christmas show information and suggest
use of show attendance as a neighborhood social event . Don't
be shy! help us expand our audience. Rich
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Online Archive
The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.
You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Silver Sound Quartet September 30, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Make Calls for 2013 CCCC
Birthdays and Anniversaries


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host. Costume
is same as Annual Show, gold vest,
tux shirt and pants, black tie, shoes
and socks.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:15 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Rock City, Thursday, December 5,
7-9 PM, arrive at 6:15.


Military Officers Association,
Tuesday, December 10, TBA


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Garden Plaza Ooltewah, Thursday,
December 19, 6:15PM.


Anniversaries


5 - Barry and Nancy Owens


Script For Monday's Meeting 
(Last Rehearsal Before Contest)


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - You Tell Me Your Dream
7:30 Polecat - Sweet Adeline
7:40 Paul - When She Loved Me/Georgia OMM(Contest songs)
8:05 Paul - Faces/Singer Stance with Paul
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor, Fred, SteveG, Brooks, CharlieB
8:40 Risers - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song)
9:00 Risers - When She Loved Me (Contest song)
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 
Watcher: Johnny. Listener: DavidF


Highlights of Last Meeting


Announcements. CharlieH welcomed Christian, Daniel and Bob
and we sang them a welcome. Rich needs a volunteer to pick up
donated cookies for Dixie Convention. Fred passed a 3 year
renewal to Chet and 14 year to Erby. Wilbur noted we sing first at
contest and took a count of men going to the Evaluation session.
SteveW showed a list of former CCCCers that have not
committed to sing in the 2013 CCCC, and asked for telephone
volunteers. The quartet of Rich, Jesse, Tom and Wendell sang
Heart of my Heart. Wendell passed the Gandy to JJ for his help
with riser moving. We closed with KTWWS. The Silver Sound
Quartet photograph is by Sonya Middlebrooks.


Make Calls for 2013 CCCC


We have 75 commuted for the 2013 CCCC. Last year we had 104
committed and only 82 sang on stage, and that may mean we will
only have 60 on stage for the show. A list of former CCCCers who
have not responded was emailed to all members. Please look at
the list, make a few calls and email the results to me so we can
take those men off the next call list. SteveW


Birthdays


5-Benny Malone
9-Guelda Malone
15-David Collins


16-Alice Huelman
19-Cindy Christian


22-Daniel Randolph
26-Sally Jackson
30-Barry Owens
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8-Charlie and Glenda Holder


Online Archive
The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
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You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


Gary Passes Coat to
Marcellus


September 9, 2013


In This E-mail


Script for Monday's Meeting
Highlights of Last Meeting
Men's Music Clinic Sing Out
Note from Music VP


MLT Meeting, Monday, Sept 9th,
5:30 PM, All Saints


Men's Music Clinic, Saturday,
September 14, Assemble at 3:15
PM. Baylor.


Fall Contest, October 4-5,
Chattanooga, we are host.


Special Olympics Bowling, Monday,
October 7, Assemble at 9:15 AM,
Holiday Bowl on Brainerd Road


First CCCC Rehearsal, Monday,
October 7, 7 PM, All Saints


Ketner Mill, Saturday, October 19,
2:15 EST


Alexian Village, Thursday,
December 12, 7PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 14, GPS


Christmas Party, Monday,
December 16 (tentative)


Hickory Valley Retirement,
Tuesday, December 17, 7 PM


Script for Monday's Meeting


7:02 Chuck leads warm up 
7:15 Chuck - Push-out - Story of the Rose
7:30 Polecat - Down by the Old MIll Stream
7:40 Paul - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song)
8:05 Paul - Focus Session on Vowels
8:20 Announcements & break
8:30 Four on the Floor, Brandon, DaveF, Brooks, Marcellus
8:40 Risers - When She Loved Me (Contest song)
9:00 Risers - Georgia on My Mind (Contest song) 
9:20 Gandy Dancer Award and KTWWS 


Highlights of Last Meeting


There was no meeting last week due to Labor Day. However we
had a blast at the Fisher's Goodby Party on Thursday. See the
photograph above. No roast of Gary, but Gary roasted us with a
Red Button's type roast ending with "...and he never got a dinner.
Fun evening at Rhan's for everybody."


Men's Music Clinic Sing Out


The next sing out is at Baylor School for the Men's Music Clinic on
Saturday 9/14. Arrival time is 3:15pm. Driving instructions and
uniform will be available at Monday's practice. Rich


Note from Music VP


There will be a MLT meeting on Monday. Everyone should be
there if possible since it is the last meeting before the contest.
Chet has taken the Chairman of the Christmas Show. The
registration forms are on the web for the Fall Contest.
I will be taking names for those who are willing to work in the
upcoming Fall Contest and placing them where I think they would
do the best job for the cause. Wilbur
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The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.


We meet almost every Monday night at All Saints Academy, 310 East 8th Ave, Chattanooga, TN 37421.
You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org


Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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