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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


January 13, 2022 Christmas Show - Act 1


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Directly Speaking
From The Business Manager


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, January 10,
6 PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, January
13, 
7 PM, Ponders.


Dixie District Leadership Academy,
Saturday, January 15, 1 PM EST,
Virtual on Zoom. See story in right
column


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From The Business
Manager


Singing Valentines
Quartets - let me know when you are
committed for the event so I can put
you on the list. Then you will need to
sing for the chorus director. 
Individuals - let me know if you are
available to sing as a floater or
possible put together quartet. 
Business Manager
There are no performances scheduled
as of yet. If anyone hears of a
possibility, please let me know. Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream 


From The Prez


A new year is upon us and there is much to do! It is my hope
that we all stay healthy (already a challenge for me!) and return
to our normal activities within the District and Society. That
means Singing Valentines, Spring & Fall Competitions, two
Shows performed and the resumption of local performances for
AL’s/NH’s, Veteran’s and Military organizations and other
various groups throughout the Chattanooga area. In other
words, let’s KTTWS! SteveG


Directly Speaking


We had a great kick off to our Spring season last night. We
know that some of you were unable to come because of the
weather, but we still had over 20 in attendance.


We did introduce a new song last night, "Let the Rest of the
World Go By." It is a great ballad that I believe you guys will
sing extremely well! Our plan is to work on it right now with the
intention of singing it in our district Spring contest in March. The
other contest song will most likely be "Let's Get Away from it All"
(The Spring convention is in Alabaster, AL on March 25-27,
2022)


The PDF and learning tracks can be downloaded NOW on the
following page:
https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?
pg=view&dbase=rep&id=37


Please begin working on this song NOW. Our target for "off the
music" is the first Thursday in February, the 3rd. Make this
your goal as well. Of course the sooner we all get off of the
music the better the song will be!


As I stated last night, contest is the end goal for us. It is a
means to give us an avenue to get better and enjoy the
fellowship of many others in our district. As we prepare for
contest we hope to install patterns and habits that will make
everything we sing that much better!


I hope to see YOU this coming Thursday, January 13th. As
always let me know if you have any questions. Jimmy


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 29, 2022  Dixie Convention Photograph


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Paul Directs for Jimmy
From The Prez
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


Johnny passed the Gandy to Paul for
stepping up to lead us.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Paul Directs for Jimmy


Shown above from Dixie District's Facebook video is Paul
directing the choruse this weekend since Jimmy was in the
hospital with pneumonia. Jimmy asks that we keep him in our
thoughts and prayers.


From The Prez


We had an enjoyable time in Oxford for the Fall Competition!
The Chorus sang well but Jimmy’s absence hindered our being
able to perform as we had hoped. Many thanks to Paul for
stepping up to direct us. The Sound of Tennessee had a fine
weekend, qualifying as Dixie’s Chorus representative to
International in 2023. Also, Premier won the Quartet contest and
will be singing at International as well. Congratulations to our
singing brothers to the North!


Christmas rehearsals start this Thursday. Be thinking of who
you can invite to join us or buy an Ad or a ticket from you. Our
prayers continue for Jimmy’s recovery and quick return to us.
Until next time, KTTWS! SteveG


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


January 20, 2022 Christmas Show - House Blend


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Singing Valentines
From the Program VP
From the Secretary


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, January
20, 7 PM, Ponders.


Awards Banquet, Tuesday, February
1, 6 PM. Wally's East Ridge


Ringgold High School, March 3 and
4, We volunteer as ushers, ticket
takers, etc.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From The Secretary


I am looking forward to Leadership
Academy tomorrow. I took my first
"minutes" at the Board meeting last
Monday. Be sure to read the minutes,
that are attached and also on our
website, so you can keep up with the
Chapter's business. Barry Owens,
Secretary


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream 


Singing Valentines


As of now, we have 4 quartets for Monday the 14th and 1
quartet for Saturday the 12th and Sunday the 13th.
Can use more if they can be put together. Need to know
individual availability to see what we have to work with.


Weather permitting and hopefully heat still working, I will be at
Ponders tomorrow night, Monday 17th about 6:30pm, to open
up for quartet practice.


Organized q'tets or individuals that are available for singing
valentines welcome. We can try different combinations for the
formation of q'tets for deliveries. You can let me know if you are
coming OR just show up. Pete


From the Program VP


It’s that time again! The semi- occasional chapter party on
Tuesday, February 1, 6 PM till ? At Wally’s in East Ridge. To
officially install officers, present awards, and be entertained by a
real quality quartet from another chapter. Cost is $15 per
person, and must be paid to me before the meeting on Jan
28.There is only room for 50, so sign up asap and bring cash or
checks as I do not do cards or PayPal or whatever else you
young people use today instead of money. Slack


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 8, 2022  Member Profiles are Online


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
From The Prez
Riser Cleanup Project
Member Profiles are Online
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Special Chapter Meeting, Thursday
September 8, 7 PM, Coach will be
Paul Wietlisbach, Ponders. Details


Board Meeting, Monday, September
12, 6 PM, Ponders.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Riser Cleanup Project


I plan on being at Ponders around
3:00 pm tomorrrow (Monday) to work
on the district risers. If the guys that
said they might be available to help
can make it, that would be good. Work
gloves, wire brush, mask and safety
glasses are suggested. After that we'll
set another work day/time. Pete Jones
(423)762-8936


For the Good of the
Chapter


SteveW passed the Gandy to new
member Shawn Trivette.


This following are nominees for the
2023 Board:


Steve Grubb - President
Barry Owens - Secretary


David Murphree -
Treasurer/Webmaster


Jim Frank - Music
Ron Satterfield - Membership


Bill Slack - Program
Rich Wilson - Marketing & Public


Relations
Fred Jesse - Member at Large


Drew Adams - Member at Large
WIlbur Strickland - Member at Large


Pete Jones - Business Manager
Steve Wixson - Newsletter


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


SPECIAL COACHING ON SEPTEMBER 8!


Be sure and make this special contest preparation rehearsal so
that we can maximize our effectiveness, at contest and beyond!


Our coach for the evening will be Paul Wietlisbach member of
Music City Chorus, baritone of "Silver Ring" and Immediate Past
President of our district! Jimmy


From The Prez


It was quite encouraging to hear the new slate of Officers read
to the Chorus last night. The willingness of Ronnie, David and
Drew to step up ls exciting-and the service of Wilbur and
Wendell for this Chorus cannot be measured.


I understand the Seniors rehearsal went well this past weekend.
Should you still wish to particulate in Oxford, you’re welcome
and encouraged to do so. The two numbers they are performing
are going to become part of our repertoire in the future. Both
songs are sounding good. Until next week, KTTWS. SteveG


Member Profiles are Online


Wilbur and RichW's Recruitment Card will go out soon, and that
card mentions Fellowship as one of our attributes. Over the
years members have written profiles that appeared in our
newsletter and they served to let us know something about our
Fellow singing brothers. With Hobby's Profile in last week's
newsletter, we have profiles from all our members, and it is time
to make them useful now. I've done that by combining them
together.


These profiles will help new members get to know their singing
brothers quickly and all of us might learn a thing or two about
each other.


The profiles are on our website in the Member section where is
is easy to find them. This also restricts access to just Members
since there is a lot of personal information in these profiles.


To view the Profiles, go to choochoochorus.org, click Member
Tab, enter your password, click Documents, select Member
Profiles' and click on the word 'Attachment.' They are
presented alphabetically. Tested OK on Windows and Android
smartphone. Let me know if it works on Apple devices.


Please look over your profile to see if it is up-to-date, and feel
free to email me edits and/or a replacement photo. SteveW


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


January 27, 2022 Getting Ready for Singing Valentines


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Singing Valentines
From the Prez
Directly Speaking
From the Program VP
From the Secretary
Siunging Valentines


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, January
27, 7 PM, Ponders.


Awards Banquet, Tuesday, February
1, 6 PM. Wally's East Ridge


Board Meeting, Monday February 21,
6 PM, Ponders


Ringgold High School, March 3 and
4, We volunteer as ushers, ticket
takers, etc.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From the Secretary


Now is a good time to make sure you
all will be paid up and legal for the
Spring Contest. BarryO


From the Program VP


As of Jan 20, 30 people have said they
were coming to the Feb 1 party. Only
15 more available. See me next
rehearsal and bring your $. Bill


Singing Valentines


Still working on organizing quartets for
singing valentines. Hope to have
posters to hand out Thursday. Ready
to start taking orders now.


I will be at Ponders again Monday
night about 6:30 for any q'tet or
individuals that need practice. Please
let me know if you are coming so we
can verify if we have enough voice
parts. Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Songs to work on:


The Old Songs
California, Here I Come
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
Let the Rest of the World Go By
Let's Get Away From It All
God Bless America
Yesterday
Keep The Whole World Singing


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


Great focus last week. Thank you to all of you!


Goal of the week: Try to be off the music on "Let the Rest of the
World Go By." Deadline is Feb. 3rd but it won't hurt to shot for
Jan. 27


Our "tentative" song list is above. "Tentative" because you never
know what we might sing. But we WILL sing these songs for
sure.


We've had several guys out with the virus over the last couple of
weeks. Please continue to be wise in what you do and you are
welcome, at rehearsal, to wear a mask, or even stand/sit in an
area a little farther away from the others.


I am getting excited about our upcoming weekend in Alabaster,
AL. Make sure and register NOW for the convention and secure
your hotel room. I hope to see YOU on Thursday! Jimmy


From The Prez


It was good to be able to join the Chorus on the risers again.
The new song is coming along nicely and we continue to sing
better together! Spring Contest will be here before you know it,
so don’t wait too long to get your uniform, hotel registration and
contest registration confirmed. 


The Awards party is February 1st; get your reservations to Bill
ASAP. We need everyone there to enjoy the evening! Until next
time, KTTWS!


Board: Our next meeting will be February 21, 6 PM @ Ponder’s.
After this meeting, we will gather every 2nd Monday of each
month. Mark your calendars and let’s oversee a great year for
the Choo Choo Chorus! SteveG


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


January 6, 2022 Christmas Show Finale


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From the Membership VP
From the Business Manager
Leadership Academy -
Rescheduled


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, January
6, 2022. 7:00 PM at Ponders.


Board Meeting, Monday, January 10,
6 PM, Ponders


Dixie District Leadership Academy,
Saturday, January 15, 1 PM EST,
Virtual on Zoom. See story in right
column


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From the Membership
VP


On behalf of the chorus, I want to take
this opportunity to say “Thank you,
Steve Wixson, for all you do for us.” 
Steve is always working to keep us
informed with the newsletter; always
taking pictures to keep our history up
to date; always sending out emails as
requested by chorus members, and
many other things. 


“Thank you, Jimmy Thompkins” for all
you have accomplished with the
chorus during a very trying year.


Fellow chorus members, let’s begin
this new year with a positive attitude
and invite others to join us. Wilbur


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream 


From The Prez


Board Meeting: Monday, January 10th @ 6 PM, At Ponder’s.


From The Business Manager


1. Happy New Year! from your incoming Business Manager.
Hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday break and you are
ready to get back to singing.


I look forward to working on and taking requests for
performances by the chorus and quartets for this year. Hopefully
we will lock in ample opportunities to keep us busy and increase
our bank account to the plus side. Please let me know of any
possibilities that you may hear of and we will follow up
accordingly.


2. Putting on a slightly different hat now, it's time to start thinking
about Singing Valentines. Yes, it won't be long now. I will be
chairing the project this year and will be starting a list of
available quartets and individuals that can sing for the event. It
falls on Monday this year, which is a good thing for a lot of the
work time deliveries. Also, (barring a big spike in virus cases)
we hopefully won't have too many issues with mask
requirements. Stay tuned for more info on the project. Pete


Leadership Academy
RESCHEDULED


The 2022 Dixie District Leadership Academy is back on! It has
been rescheduled for Saturday, January 15 and will be
conducted via Zoom. The Academy will begin at Noon CT/ 1:00
ET and will last for three hours. Please make sure your chapter
board members are aware of the date and classes available.
Here is a list of classes and their facilitators:


Secretary - Russell Bell from Atlanta, current and longtime
District Secretary
Treasurer - Luis Morales from Macon, GA and current District
Treasurer
Music & Performance- Jimmy Tompkins, Director of
Chattanooga Choo-Choo Chorus and current District M & P VP
Marketing & PR - Mike Brunson from Atlanta, current M & PR
VP
Membership & Chapter Development - Steve Callahan from
Birmingham, AL and Current District Membership VP
Website Design & Maintenance - David Murphree, District
webmaster and District Board Member at Large
Healthy Chapter Initiative class - Bob Cox from Oregon
(Evergreen District). This class is for Chapter Presidents,
Executive Vice-Presidents and Board Members at Large. Bob
Cox brings a wealth of knowledge and experience to this class.
He will lead a discussion of different leadership topics that were
discussed in this class last January.


Questions? Contact Bob Davenport, DIX VP of CSLT –
tenorbob@comcast.net or 615-331-7377.


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


July 14, 2022  Daniel Randolf and Amber


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Daniel Randoph Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday July 11, 6 PM,
East Ridge Church of Christ, 951
McBrien Rd.


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, July 14, 7
PM, Due to the A/C problems at
Ponders, we will meet at Morris HIll
Baptist Church, 1804 Morris Hill Road


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability by
clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention, Friday-
Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100 Choccolocco
St, Oxford, AL 36203. Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


Music City Chorus, under the direction
of Dusty Schleier, competed at the
Barbershop Harmony Society
International Contest in Charlotte this
past week and won Gold.
Congratulations to Dixie’s own Music
City Chorus and to one of our members,
David Murphree, who is now a gold
medalist.


Daniel Randolph
Profile


Daniel Randolph was born in
Chattanooga in 1987. He grew up
singing accapella with his mother and
grandparents in the Church of Christ.
Soon after starting elementary school,
he joined the Chattanooga Boys Choir
and began rehearsing with them at All
Saints Academy. He traveled with them
to Hawaii, Prague, the Bahamas, and
Canada. He watched his grandfather,
Bob Mills sing with the Big Chicken
Chorus at the 1999 Internationals in
Anaheim, California.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Morris Hill Baptist Church


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s
the Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All,
Old Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song,
When She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday,
and You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Our monthly meeting is this Monday, July 11th, at 6 PM. With
Ponder’s still without A/C, let's meet at East Ridge Church of
Christ in the Fellowship Room. Send me Agenda items if
necessary for discussion. Finding a new meeting hall will be
high on the list. See everyone there. SteveG


Daniel Randolph Continued


While at Chattanooga High school, he was a part of several
musical productions including The Wiz, Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, and The Toyshop. Paul
Blazek visited a Boy Choir Cantabile rehearsal in 2005.
Cantabile was making some moves towards barbershop
harmony, but had yet to embrace the entertainment aspects of
barbershop. He began singing with the Choo Choo Chorus
soon after.


When Daniel graduated in 2006, he spent a year at Lee
University and began singing with the Cleveland Scream
Machine. Brandon and Chad Guyton were leading the group
and developing the high quality sound that Cleveland is still
known for today. Bob Mills drove down from Murphy to sing
with Cleveland during this time.


After spending a year at Lee, Daniel decided that the
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga was a better fit. He
also insisted on working through college. As a result his time
as a Barbershopper was less than he wished. Daniel
graduated with a B.S. in Secondary English Education in 2010.
The following Spring, Daniel sang with Cleveland at
Internationals in Las Vegas. He taught English as a Second
Language and Special Education in Hamilton and Walker
Counties for nine years. During this time, Daniel sang with the
Christmas Chorus many times. He always intended to stay and
sing more, but teaching always seemed to demand very long
hours.


Daniel met Amber in 2016. He ordered her a Singing Valentine
and somehow won her heart. They married in September of
2017 and invited the Chattanooguys to come and sing. Amber
and Daniel have travelled to central America, Iceland, Rome,
Spain, London, Norway, and many others. The world is more
amazing together. Amber supported Daniel through two difficult
teaching positions before Daniel realized that it was time to
strike out on his own.


Daniel has always had a passion for fixing things. He took his
first 1099 job setting up computers at Chattanooga Middle
School at 17. He has dabbled as an arborist, landscaper, and
painter ever since he was able. After buying a house in 2014,
he began taking on bigger and bigger home improvement
projects. He began laying flooring for others and built ramps,
all the while building a successful small business based on the
happy people that he was able to help.


Daniel is proud to have rejoined the Choo Choo Chorus in
2022. Music can be life changing. Throughout many of life's
changes, music makes life more brilliant and precious. Daniel
Is happy to have encouraged Seth Jackson, his cousin, to sing
barbershop. It is a privilege and an honor to make music with
all of you. 
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


July 21, 2022  David Robinson (Temporary Photo)


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
David Robinson Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Tuesday, July 19, 6
PM, East Ridge Church of Christ, 951
McBrien Rd. (Note different day)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, July 21,
7 PM, Due to the A/C problems at
Ponders, we will meet at Oakwood
Baptist Church, 4501 Bonny Oaks Dr
(close to Hwy 153 and Bonny Oaks
Drive)


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


Jimmy passed a virtual Gandy to
David Muphree for winning Gold at
Charlotte.


David Robinson
Profile


Born into an “Air Force Family” our
family was stationed at Elgin Air Force
base in Fort Walton Beach, Florida.
Growing up in an undeveloped “Beach
Town” was quite a blast to say the
least. I appreciate it now even more
after seeing what it has become.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Oakwood Baptist Church


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


I hope everyone enjoyed our little interruption of singing the past
few weeks and is ready to get back to work. Roads Scholars will
soon be cranking back up and we plan to provide the
community with another outstanding Christmas Show in
December. Details are being worked out for another venue to
meet in and will be shared with the Chorus soon. Until next
week, KTTWS. SteveG


David Robinson (cont)


I started playing the guitar so I could sing to an instrument. I
learned to play by ear and chord charts. Those were the days
before the You tube “how to” Videos that current and future
musicians have the advantage of using. In the fourth grade I got
my first guitar. It was plastic but that is all I really deserved at
the time and I thought it was extraordinary.


I quickly found another musician wanna-be who knew a
drummer with a snare drum. We formed a band and called
ourselves the WEBS. Our repertoire included great tunes such
as “I’m Not Your Stepping Stone” and “G.L.O.R.I.A.” Among
others. We broke up after about a year due to artistic
differences. Since the break up of the WEBS, I have been
Playing and singing Solo and with others in bands in Back
yards, Garages, Weddings, and Bars.


I was tasked one day to take my daughter to an audition at
“Stagecrafters Community Theatre.” While waiting for her to
finish the audition, I was asked by the director If I could sing. I
Auditioned and got the part of Pawnee Bill. After that I was
active In Community Theatre until I moved to Chattanooga in
1996.


One day while playing Tennis with Rich Wilson, I was recruited
to sing in the Choo Choo Christmas Chorus 2021. I quickly
realized what a talented group of singers the Choo Choo
Chorus is. I decide to Join the group and help out in the March
2022 Competition. 


I am proud to be a part of this group and hope to be more active
when my work schedule lightens up a bit.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


July 28, 2022  Oakwood Baptist Church - Our New Home


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Program VP
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, July 28,
7 PM, Oakwood Baptist Church, 4501
Bonny Oaks Dr (close to Hwy 153 and
Bonny Oaks Drive)


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Show. Saturday,
December 10, afternoon


For the Good of the
Chapter


David Murphree passed the Gandy to
former member, Hobby Thomas, so he
would have to come back next
Thursday to pass it on.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Oakwood Baptist Church


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez
It was great to get back together and make some music after
our short hiatus. Congrats to David and Nashville for winning
International gold! The new accommodations (photographs
above) are really nice and should meet our needs nicely.
Service time will be coming along soon with riser inspection and
clean up and moving our equipment to another location. Please
help out with either or both if able when asked. Roads Scholars
and Christmas will be here before we know it. Until next time,
KTTWS. SteveG


From The Program VP
Reminder: please refrain from using cologne or other scents on
rehearsal nights. Jimmy and other members with breathing
problems will really appreciate it.


Who wants to learn some of the less familiar polecats? Honey
Little Eyes, Shine On Me, Sweet Roses of Morn can be
included. If you know some polecats, how about learning a
different part? The idea is to either come to rehearsal early (15
min) or stay late. If interested, see me or Jimmy to discuss your
interest. Bill
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


July 7, 2022  David Murphree


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Dave Murphree Profile


Calendar
(Click For Details)


No Chapter Meeting, Thursday, July
7. There is no meeting tonight as
several members will be at the
Charlotte International Convention.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Dave Murphree Profile


I still live in the same area I was
raised, Flat Rock, AL, where my
parents have been professional
wedding and portrait photographers
serving customers in most of the
surrounding area from Chattanooga to
Huntsville. My degree is in Accounting
from the University of Alabama. My
wife, Ivy, and I have 2 adult children,
Cari & Jacob, and one granddaughter
through Jacob and his wife Sam. I
currently work for the US Army as a
Contracting Officer.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - There is no meeting tonight as several members will
be at the Charlotte International Convention.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


 


Dave Murphree Continued


I am an Eagle Scout and was involved with Scouting for over 30
years. Scouting has lead me to ventures in audio, lighting, and
video production from the local to the national level. I’ve also
helped train new Scout leaders. My children became involved in
community theatre through Northeast Alabama Community
College Theatre. I did stage crew, set construction, and acted in
over 13 productions, including main roles in Fiddler on the Roof,
Les Miserable, and Second Samuel.


One of my previous jobs was videographer for weddings and
other live events. In the late 90’s I filmed a high school
production of The Music Man and was hooked on barbershop.
Later, I would take my son to a Scout Festival Day where one of
the exhibitors was a barbershop quartet teaching the Scouts
about music, and I got to sing a tag on tenor. It wasn’t until 2018
when I finally made my way to a rehearsal and joined BHS. I’ve
sung with 3 choruses, Rocket City Chorus, Music City Chorus,
and Choo Choo Chorus, and have sung with 4 quartets at
contest. I’m excited to be on stage with Music City Chorus in
Charlotte this summer for International Competition. Currently I
serve as webmaster for Chattanooga and the Dixie District, and
assist with Nashville. I am also the member-at-large for the
district. Next year, I will hopefully be a candidate for Admin
Judge for BHS. Don’t be shy, come sing a tag with me.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


June 16, 2022  Hickory Valley Retirment Home Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Visit A Chapter Story
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday June 13,
6:00 PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, June 16,
7 PM, Ponders.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sep 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


18 members were present last
Thursday night for working on Blue
Skies and quarteting. Special thanks
to Ron Weaver, Steve Grubb, and Jim
Frank for keeping evening organized. 
Enjoyable evening. BarryA


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. See email from Jimmy.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


If you missed Thursday’s meeting, you missed a really good
time. The Chapel was cool and the fellowship flowing. We spent
about 20 minutes doing Sectionals (Lead/Tenor & Bari/Bass) on
Blue Skies and then spent the rest of the evening with push out
and throw together Quartets. Ron Weaver is to be commended
for his last minute assignment of working with the 16 guys who
were able to attend. Until next week, KTTWS! SteveG


Visit A Chapter Story


Several members have commented on my report about visiting
a bbs chapter in England. Not to repeat the entire visit, or my
other visits to chapters in several states, all these visits have
been positive experiences. Of course I felt uncomfortable going
to a meeting where I didn’t know a soul, but I was always
welcomed, participated in warm ups and learning their music,
and watching a new director (same stuff Jimmy says.- maybe
we should listen to him). So please consider finding and visiting
a chapter if you are staying overnight in a distant city. You will
have fun. Bill
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


June 2, 2022  Chattanooga Football Club Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30, Meet
at 10:00 AM at M and M Industries, 
1435 E. 14th Street. Parking lot in
rear, just off Holtzclaw Ave. We will
shuttle to the National Cemetery to
sing at 11 AM. Uniform: Class A - Blue
Coat, white shirt, No vest, Black pants,
belt, socks and shoes, Red tie and
pocket handkerchief. Details and
Availability


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, June 2, 7
PM, Ponders.


Hickory Valley, Saturday, June 4,
arrive at 1:15 to sing at 2 PM. Details
and Availability


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Happy Birthday, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of
the World, It’s the Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get
Away from it All, Old Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner,
Welcome Song, When She Loved Me, When There’s Love at
Home, Yesterday, and You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Wishing everyone a Happy Memorial Day! I am so proud of the
continued support we give to our Military with scheduled
functions at the National Cemetery. If you served your Country,
many thanks. If you lost someone to service, remember them
fondly this weekend. Blue Skies are ahead for Chattanooga!
Until next week, KTTWS. SteveG


For the Good of the Chapter


Nineteen showed up to sing the National Anthem for the
Chattanooga Football Team game. CFC won 4 to 2.


David Muphree passed the Gandy to Dan Bullock for superb
tenor singing on Bye Bye Blues.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


June 23, 2022  Mel White


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
Mel White Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Charlotte Send Off Show, Thursday,
June 23, 7:30 PM. No rehearsal
tonight. If you would like to go, we are
going to see the Send Off show for the
Sound of Tennessee. To join the car
pool, meet in the parking lot of the
Morris Hill Baptist Church (1804 Morris
Hill Road) at 6:30 PM. If you are
driving, the address is 200 Inman St E,
Cleveland, TN.


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, June 30,
7 PM, Due to the A/C problems at
Ponders, we will likely meet
somewhere else. Check back.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Directly Speaking


Please off the music as much as
possible on "Blue Skies" by Thursday,
June 30th. We'll work especially on the
last two sections. Thanks for your hard
work on this song! Jimmy


For the Good of the
Chapter


DanB passed the Gandy to Jimmy for
improving our singing.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - No meeting tonight. Instead those who would like to
go see the Cleveland Chorus Charlotte Send Off Show.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Mel White Profile


I am an Army-brat born in Detroit, MI. My family moved around
so much that by the time I graduated high school I had attended
10 different schools. During my senior year, I joined the Army on
delayed entry and spent the next 20 years being all I could be,
with a focus on helicopter maintenance and Quality Control.
After my military retirement in 1999, I moved back to the
Huntsville area to find employment with the US Army's Aviation
and Missile Command (AMCOM), where I currently work
supporting Apache helicopters.


Between us, my wife and I have 7 children and (so far) 6
grandchildren. We have both been active in community theater
in Huntsville. I have appeared onstage in over 20 plays.
Although Gina has been onstage a few times, she prefers to
direct or work backstage. Gina is currently a board member for
Theater Huntsville.


I joined the Barbershop Harmony Society in 2004. I have been a
member of 5 Dixie District choruses; I am an honorary member
of the 13th Colony Sound chorus in Savannah, GA; and I once
sang in a chapter gig as a guest member of the Sea Breeze
Singers in Corpus Christi, TX. I have been on the competition
stage with 7 registered quartets in the Dixie District (best finish
was 9th). I competed 4 times at Internationals with the Music
City Chorus, and twice with the Dixie Seniors Chorus at
Midwinter.


I am currently a member of the Sentimental Gentlemen quartet
in Birmingham but I'm very happy to be a member of the Choo
Choo Chorus and I'm looking forward to big things in the future.
Mel
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


June 30, 2022 Barry Owens


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Barry Owens Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, June 30,
7 PM, Due to the A/C problems at
Ponders, we will meet at Morris HIll
Baptist Church, 1804 Morris Hill Road.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


We supported the Cleveland Chapter
by attending their Charlotte Send Off
Show.


Barry Owens Profile


I was born September 30, 1943 in
Chattanooga. We moved to Sebring,
Florida in 1946 after WWII. 


Some of the jobs I've had: Easter Lily
farm, Orange Grove, Watson's
Texaco, U.S. Navy, Lineman for
Southern Bell, Muller's Foundry,
Combustion Engineering for 30 years,
Taught sixth-grade math for 10 years,
Drove an 18 wheeler for a few months.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Morris Hill Baptist Church


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We had a very enjoyable time in Cleveland supporting our
singing brothers as they prepare to head to Charlotte. Deep
Water (with their new fill-in baritone, Jimmy) performed and
Premier did a fine job in preparation of competing in the College
competition. They really did well with Fred’s arrangement of
Maggie, with Mr. Jesse receiving a standing ovation. The chorus
closed with Bridge Over Troubled Water and had everyone on
their feet. Best of luck to Sound of Tennessee!


We will be meeting at Morris Hill Baptist this week. Many are
searching out a new meeting place. We’ll keep everyone
abreast of any progress on that front. Until Thursday, KTTWS!
SteveG


Barry Owens Continued


I am a widower for the last four and one half years with the
passing of Nancy. Incidentally Nancy was one of the starters of
the Choo Choo Belle. I have three daughters: Mary, Billie, and
Becca.


I was a card-caring member of the Salvation Army during my
youth. That's where I started singing. I was in the high school
chorus my senior year. I sang in the Navy's Bluejacket Choir
while in Boot Camp. After seeing a show at the Tivoli of the
Choo Choo Chorus in 1985, I came to a meeting the Next
Monday, and have been a member ever since, except for a few
years. I am a charter member of Cleveland's Chorus with Ron
Weaver and Chad Guyton as co-directors. I have been to
Harmony College several times, and many International
Conventions. I have sang in the River Blenders, Mixed Blend,
and Classic Harmony quartets. BarryO
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


June 9, 2022  Memorial Day Sing Out by Linda Toups


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, June 9, 7
PM, Ponders.


Board Meeting, Monday June 13,
6:00 PM, Ponders


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, September 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. See email from Jimmy.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


For the Good of the Chapter


The shuttle to and from the National Cemetery brought back
some memories. Searching old newsletters in the Online
Archive for "bus" I saw in 1997 that Pete Jones was thanked for
lining up the W.L. Wilson and Sons Funeral Home bus and
driver for sing out trips that included Elderfests, later called
Elderhostels and now Road Scholars trips to Cartersville,
Amnicola Falls, Red Top Mountain, etc. There was also a note
that we bused to see a "Big Chicken" show in Atlanta. We would
meet in the Big Lots parking lot in Ft. Oglethorpe. It appears this
stopped in 2006 that is until the Memorial Day trip in the
photograph above (a larger version is attached). SteveW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


March 10, 2022 Some of the Ringgold HS Volunteers


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
From the Program VP
Ringgold High School Report


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Quartet Night, Thursday, March 10, 7
PM, Ponders. See right column for
details.


Road Scholars, Sunday, March 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details. (Future possible dates: April
10 and 24, May 1 and 8, September
11, 18 and 25, and October 2, 16 and
Oct 23.)


Friends and Family Night -
Thursday, March 24. Ponders. We'll
sing our contest songs for our friends
and family and have a "send off"
fellowship.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From The Prez


While our Director is off spending time
with the Mouse, let’s enjoy an evening
of fun and fellowship. Bill has a good
time planned that all can enjoy. Come
and join us!


The kids at RHS did a great job
performing Catch Me if You Can. They
were really outstanding. RC4 is going
to work with a Quartet they have at the
school. Their Director was much
appreciative of our serving as ushers
for all the performances they put on.
Thanks to all who participated! Until
next week, KTTWS! SteveG


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Tonight is Quartet Night. See below.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Program VP


Exciting news! Quartet contest is March 10, at Ponders. Arrive
at 7, draw names randomly from a hat to determine who is on
which q’tet, then draw a slip from the hat to find out which
polecat you will be singing. An existing q’tet may also compete
so long as they not a registered q’tet. Prizes will be awarded to
everyone in a winning q’tet. Judges will consider your ability to
remember all the words and/or all the notes, your ”face” or lack
of one, and doing all those things Jimmy has been teaching us.
Also, judges will encourage bribes, gifts, beverages, etc., to
sway their votes. Anyone may tell a joke at anytime, but no
prizes for jokes. A fun nite with your friends, doing what we love
to do: sing. Bill


Ringgold High School Report


The pay-off for me as a volunteer doorman at Ringgold High
was seeing the great show. It was a musical, "Catch me If You
Can." With a large cast and great singers and dancers, it was
one of the best shows I've ever seen. If you had gone, it would
have been the best $10 you would have spent on entertainment.
I marveled at the choreography and costumes. They presented
five shows; all of them well-attended. And as we
barbershoppers know the theater was beautiful! BarryO


I put up the attached flier around the high school to see if we
could attract some new singers. Check it out. RichW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


March 17, 2022 A Few Quartets From Quartet Night


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
Directly Speaking
From the Program VP
From the Business Manager


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, March 14, 6
PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, March
17, 7 PM, Ponders.


Road Scholars, Sunday, March 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details. (Future possible dates: April
10 and 24, May 1 and 8, September
11, 18 and 25, and October 2, 16 and
Oct 23.)


Friends and Family Night -
Thursday, March 24. Ponders. We'll
sing our contest songs for our friends
and family and have a "send off"
fellowship.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From the Program VP


Let’s all come to the rehearsal on the
17th, ready to sing a favorite Irish
song.


From the Business
Manager


Don't forget, next Sunday March 20 -
Road Scholars performance. You can
register your availability on the website
or let me or Jimmy know if you will be
there. Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. See Jimmy's note below.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We had an enjoyable time Thursday for our Quartet evening of
fun. Each quartet participant was awarded for their efforts, with
Johnny (the Face) Jackson getting four prizes for his fine work.
The only disappointment was the low number of participants.
Where were you??? Photos from BarryO.


Jimmy returns for the 17th and we only have two more
rehearsals before Spring Competition, with one of them being
our Friends & Family night on the 24th. Let’s all dig in and put
our best effort into the next couple of weeks! Until then, KTTWS,


Board Meeting: Monday, March 14th, 6 PM, Ponder’s Funeral
Home. SteveG


Directly Speaking


It is GREAT to be back in Chattanooga! We had a great time
away for a family trip but it is always good to come home.


PLEASE make this Thursday's attendance a priority! We will be
finalizing all of our songs for the Road Scholar program on Mar.
20 and specifically the two for our District convention.


Speaking of the Road Scholar program we have been asked to
add another Sunday in October. I will be adding it to the
calendar soon. Please go to the web page and indicate your
attendance for ALL of our upcoming events. This is VITAL to our
planning.


I'll also be adding a "tentative" EXTRA rehearsal for Monday
night, Mar. 21. Are you available? You can reply to this email
and let me know OR reply to the specific email about that
rehearsal.


I am SO excited about where we are in our journey. THANK
YOU for all of your extra effort over these last couple of weeks
when I was gone. I look forward to this Thursday where we can
build on what we've have been working on already! Jimmy
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


April 14, 2022 Our Dixie 2022 Quartets by Tony Nichols


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
The Gandy Spike
Class B Uniform


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, April 11,
6PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, April 14,
7 PM, Ponders.


Ashwood Square, Saturday, April 16,
arrive at 12:30 to sing at 1 PM.
Uniform: Class B, Long Sleeve. Click
HERE for details.


Road Scholars, Sunday, April 24,
arrive no later than 6:40 PM to sing at
7:00. Double Tree Hotel. Uniform:
Class B, Long sleeve. Click HERE for
details.


Special Olympics Track & Field
Competition, Saturday, April 30,
arrive at 9:30. Uniform: Class B, Long
Sleeve. Hixson High School.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


The Gandy Spike


The Golden Spike carries significance as it relates to the last
spike driven to complete the railroad connecting North and
South (in Utah, I believe). It is the Gandy Dancer of the Week
Award and is passed along from member to member for some
accomplishment credited to the recipient. It is an honor to
receive but each week we all joke about the time each member
puts into determining the new keeper of the Spike. SteveG


Class B Uniform


The Class B uniform consists of a blue shirt with the Chapter
logo, khaki pants, and black belt, socks and shoes. Options for
the shirt are long sleeve or short sleeve.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


March 24, 2022 Road Scholars Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From the Business Manager


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Extra Rehearsal, Monday, March 21,
7 PM, Spring Contest Songs. Ponders.
Click HERE for Details.


Friends and Family Night -
Thursday, March 24, arrive at 6:45 PM
to rehearse to sing at 7:30.
Refreshments afterwards followed by
more reheasing. Ponders. We'll sing
our contest songs for our friends and
family and have a "send off"
fellowship.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27,
Alabaster, Al. Click HERE for Details


Road Scholars, Sunday, April 10,
arrive 6:45 PM to sing at 7:30. Double
Tree Hotel. Uniform: Class B - Long
sleve blue shirt and Khaki pants. Click
HERE for details.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


6:45 PM - Rehearse for Concert
7:30 PM - Friends and Family Concert in Chapel 
Afterwards - Refreshments
After That - Rehearse Contest Songs


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We are singing very well, gentlemen! Alabaster should be a
blast. Please invite your friends and family to our dress
rehearsal freebie on the 24th. The kids at RHS are doing a
special performance of Catch Me if You Can on Monday
evening, the 28th, with the proceeds going to help those
suffering from the Russian invasion. Let’s support these fine
young people by serving once again as Ushers. Tickets are only
$10 if you want to attend and play a small part in helping the
Ukrainian people. You’ll really enjoy the Show. Until next time,
KTTWS! SteveG


From the Business Manager


If you haven't already, be sure to go to the website and mark
your availability for Monday's extra rehearsal and the future
performances. If you have issues with the website, let me or
Jimmy know of your availability. Pete
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


April 21, 2022 Ashwood Square Sing Out by Paige Walters


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
For The Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, April 21,
7 PM, Ponders.


Road Scholars, Sunday, April 24,
arrive no later than 6:40 PM to sing at
7:00. Double Tree Hotel. Uniform:
Class B, Long sleeve. Click HERE for
details.


Special Olympics Track & Field
Competition, Saturday, April 30,
arrive at 9:30. Uniform: Class B, Long
Sleeve. Hixson High School.


Road Scholars, Sunday, May 1,
arrive no later than 6:45 PM to sing at
7:00. Double Tree Hotel. Uniform:
Class B, Long sleeve. Click HERE for
details.


Red Wolves Football Club, Saturday,
May 14, 6:45, CHI Memorial Stadium,
East Ridge, TN. Uniform: Class B,
Long Sleeve. Click HERE for Details.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22. Please indicate your availability by
clicking HERE.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


For The Good of the Chapter


Mel gave the Gandy to Wilbur. Minutes from April Board
Meeting on our website
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


March 3, 2022 Another Singing Valentine Story


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
Directly Speaking
Ringgold High School Help


Calendar
(Click For Details)


No Chapter Meeting, Thursday,
March 3. No meeting tonight. See next
Calendar item.


Ringgold High School, Thursday thru
Saturday, March 3, 4, and 5, we
volunteer as ushers, ticket takers, etc.
There is no meeting on this Thursday.


Quartet Night, Thursday, March 10, 7
PM, Ponders


Road Scholars, Sunday, March 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details. (Future possible dates: April
10 and 24, May 1 and 8, September
11, 18 and 25, and October 2, 16 and
Oct 23.)


Friends and Family Night -
Thursday, March 24. Ponders. We'll
sing our contest songs for our friends
and family and have a "send off"
fellowship.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later. 


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - There is no meeding tonight as we help at Ringgold
High School.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We had a good rehearsal despite missing some men Thursday.
The sound is really coming along. Bill still needs a few men to
help with Ringgold High’s performance in March. If you haven’t
already, step up and help your Chorus out. With Jimmy’s
absence the next two weeks, use that time to polish up our
Contest and Repertoire songs. Join us on the 10th for a fun
evening of quartetting if at all possible! Until then, KTTWS!
SteveG


Directly Speaking


You should have received an email from Jimmy with notes
about what to work on during the time he is on vacation. Also
David Murphree sent an email with a link to a video of last
Thursday's rehearsal.


Ringgold High School Help


We are still in need for guest ushers at Ringgold High next week
on March 3, 4, and 5. Four men needed at a minimum for each
show. At present:


Thursday nite, me, BarryO, and the 2 Wilson brothers (4)
Friday nite, BarryO and Pete. (2)
Saturday matinee: Bob Robbins, BarryO, Wilbur (3)
Saturday nite: Barry and Grubb (2)


We need to be there 45 min prior to show times, which are 7 pm
for evenings, 2 pm for matinee. Wear Class B, blue logo shirt.
Please let me know ASAP your availability so we can fulfill this
obligation. Slack
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


April 28, 2021  Road Scholars with Organizer Carol Burton


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Judy Jesse Has Passed


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, April 28,
7 PM, Ponders.


Special Olympics Track & Field
Competition, Saturday, April 30,
arrive at 9:30. Uniform: Class B, Long
Sleeve. Hixson High School.


Road Scholars, Sunday, May 1,
arrive no later than 6:45 PM to sing at
7:00. Double Tree Hotel. Uniform:
Class B, Long sleeve. Click HERE for
details.


Road Scholars, Sunday, May 8,
arrive no later than 6:45 PM to sing at
7:00. Double Tree Hotel. Uniform:
Class B, Long sleeve. Click HERE for
details.


Red Wolves Football Club, Saturday,
May 14, 6:45, CHI Memorial Stadium,
East Ridge, TN. Uniform: Class B,
Long Sleeve. Click HERE for Details.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22. Please indicate your availability by
clicking HERE.


Road Scholars Sing
Out


Another large turn out with 25 guys
singing. We sang Happy Birthday to a
lady in the audience and Jimmy got a
hug. The photo above shows Jimmy,
Director, Carol Burton, who has given
us these opportunities to sing and
entertain, Steve Grubb, President, and
Pete Jones, Business Manager.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Judy Jesse Has Passed


Fred’s wife, Judy, passed away at 11:30 AM, Sunday. Details
later. Wilbur
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus
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May 12, 2022  Road Scholars Still From David Murphree Video


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
From The Program VP
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Road Scholars, Sunday, May 8.
Cancelled. Photograph above from
May 1 sing out.


Board Meeting: Monday, May 9th,
6PM Ponder’s,


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, May 12,
7 PM, Ponders.


Red Wolves Football Club, Saturday,
May 14, 6:45, CHI Memorial Stadium,
East Ridge, TN. Uniform: Class B,
Long Sleeve. Click HERE for Details.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22. Please indicate your availability by
clicking HERE.


From The Program VP


We are thru with Road Scholars
performances for 3 months, so what
do you want to do on Thursday nights?
New songs? Quartet contest? Guest
(celebrity) conductors? Guest quartets
from other chapters? Plan/write script
for next show? it’s our chorus, so think
about your favorite activities, and tell
me or any Board member what you
want to do. Bill


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Work on NEW music.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


Thank you all for making our Spring sing outs at the Road
Scholar events such a success. What a great opportunity! (We
have SEVEN more planned for the fall) 


We will begin working on some new music THIS Thursday, May
12th. Make plans to come and join us and bring a friend!


See YOU Thursday! Jimmy


For the Good of the Chapter


Ron Weaver gave the Gandy he received from Seth to Beau
Christian...on behalf of the men with spouse challenges, yet still
make the effort.


Another good thing that happened just after the GANDY
presentation? I told the newer members of the previous charity
the Society sponsored...Heartspring/Institute of Logopedics.
Paul spoke of a Client we met when doing a TV spot and the
cameraman was trained there. THAT was cool. Ron


George 'Dave' Abercrombie died on December 31, 2021. He
was a former member, in the Cleveland Chorus and Classic
Harmony Quartet (with Barry Owens, and former member
Clarence Wall and previously Chuck Wilson), and last sang with
us in the 2018 Christmas Chorus.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


April 7, 2022 Wilber Strickland Presents Candlighter Gift


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Directly Speaking
From Publicity & Marketing VP


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, April 7, 7
PM, Ponders.


Road Scholars, Sunday, April 10,
arrive 6:45 PM to sing at 7:30. Double
Tree Hotel. Uniform: Class B - Long
sleeve blue shirt and Khaki pants.
Click HERE for details.


Board Meeting, Monday, April 11,
6PM, Ponders


Ashwood Square, Saturday, April 16,
sing at 1 PM. Click HERE for details.


From The Prez


Board Meeting reminder: Monday,
April 11th (our Society’s Birthday!), 6
PM @ Ponder’s. Please mark your
calendars and send me agenda items
for discussion. Until then, KTTWS.
SteveG


Directly Speaking


Thank you for another great rehearsal
this past week. (If you were not here,
we DID miss you)


I am still excited about last weekend in
Alabaster. You guys sang really well
and represented our city well! And
congratulations on your highest score
ever!


Our weekly focus for now will be on
making every song in our repertoire
even better. We have several Road
Scholar performances coming up and
we want to present our very best to
them! Be sure and let me know of your
plans to join us on these, especially
the TWO in April (10th and 24th). We
aso have a SATURDAY performance
at Ashwood Square on April 16th at
1:00 pm.


We did have a guest this past week.
Be sure and be on the look out for
guys in your circle that you can invite
to come and sing with us.


As always, let me know if you have
any questions. I think our future is as
bright as ever! Jimmy Tompkins


From The Business
Manager


Be sure to go to the website and note
your availability for the next two
performances -
4/10 - Road Scholars - 6:45 pm
4/16 - Ashwood Square - 12:15 pm


If you can't get on the website to do
that, let me or Jimmy know personally
so we can mark it down. Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From Publicity & Marketing VP


How to Improve Our Choo Choo Chorus Brand
Awareness??


A major goal for us is to sell out our next Christmas Show at
Ringgold High School - 850 seats. This is more than double the
400 attending last year.


There are 190,000 people living in Chattanooga. That number
for the area we serve, from North Georgia to Cleveland, is
500,000! We need to make a lot more people aware of who we
are, how great we sing, and then get them to buy tickets and
enjoy our performances!


So, what's up? How to make it happen? Several members are
actively working on three main areas - improve communications,
recruit new members and book new venues. These guys need a
lot of help to really make a difference - from each member!


First up, communications. David Murphree, Steve Wixson and I
need help next Thursday at 6 pm to begin this effort. We will
focus first on the website, social media side of communicating.
Everyone is welcome, especially if you are at least somewhat
"tech savvy". If not, come anyway to learn and ask dumb
questions (like me).


Pete is out for the next 2 weeks. When he returns, we will need
help as well, examining the "old school" side of emails and
Show Posters.


Pete and I have found some possibilities for new venues by
contacting music promoters in the area. Nothing sure yet, but
these include Miller Park, Miller Plaza, singing in the area
between the Aquarium buildings and River Market on a
Saturday and a 2nd large Christmas Show. One promoter thinks
next year's 4 Bridges Art Festival is a great fit for us. Also see
the email sent to these promoters in this newsletter. Thanks,
Rich


The Choo Choo Chorus - A brilliant GEM ready to
SPARKLE over Chattanooga!


The Choo Choo Chorus continues to entertain audiences
throughout the Chattanooga region singing in beautiful 4-part
harmony, Barbershop style. We will sing up to 30 times this
year. Free outings include sporting events and honoring our
military on Veterans Day and over Memorial Day Weekend.
Paid venues include Walden Club, Double Tree Hotel, Rock
City, Ruby Falls, Garden Plaza and North River Civic Center.


Other earnings events include Singing Valentines and our
Annual Show in the summer, followed by our Christmas
Season. This includes caroling, three smaller shows, then our
"Big Christmas Show" at Ringgold High School - a venue with
great sound, acoustics and sight lines, seating 850. A strong
supporter for three years now, is the Best of the Best law firms,
Warren & Griffin.


Over the last couple of years, in the midst of the pandemic, we
have witnessed the following areas of growth for our chapter:


o Membership increased from 24 to 35 with great new singers
joining and other great singers rejoining.


o We found our wonderful new venue at Ringgold High School.


o Roads Scholars (visiting seniors from all over the United
States) invited us to sing every month at Double Tree Hotel
instead of twice a year.


o We are singing better than ever and continue to improve.


o We sang at the first Dixie District Barbershop Competition in
two years in Alabaster, Alabama this past March. We earned
our highest score ever and Second Place! This is a Big Deal!!


All of this happened when Jimmy Tompkins joined us as
Director in April 2020. Jimmy is a great teacher; motivator and
he is fun! Judges at the Competition were most impressed with
Jimmy's directing. The one - word description was "Class"!


An important goal for us is to ignite Brand Awareness of The
Choo Choo Chorus! The Choo Choo Chorus is a little - known
brilliant GEM ready to SPARKLE over the entire Chattanooga
Region! We are hoping that you might help us by booking new
venues.


You may contact Jimmy Tompkins at 423 838 2957, or
jtompkins99@att.net


Thanks for your consideration and hope to hear from you soon!


Rich Wilson, 423-310-5334, Skiwest12@att.net
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


May 19, 2022  Red Wolves Soccer Club Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Business Manager
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, May 19,
7 PM, Ponders.


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30,
National Cemetery. Details and
Availability


Hickory Valley, Saturday, June 4,
arrive at 1:15 to sing at 2 PM. Details
and Availability


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22. Details and Availability


 


 


 


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


With summer approaching and the A/C still on the fritz in our
meeting room, we will plan on rehearsing in the Auditorium at
Ponder’s thru the remainder of May. If necessary, our Director
has offered the use of Morris Hill Baptist church building
beginning in June. More to come on this in the next few weeks.
Until next time, KTTWS. SteveG


From The Business Manager


Big thanks to all the guys (and ladies) that came out for the
National Anthem at the Red Wolves game Saturday evening.
First time at that stadium so a little different situation than at the
other venues that we have sung at. A little more time involved
between sound check and go time. But, we spent it wisely and
got to eat, socialize and sing a little bit more in between. Also
got lucky with the wet weather that blew through quickly.


The staff seemed to be pleased with our performance and
talked of getting us back in the future. Also, before I left, I was
talking to the ticket master and he mentioned if we, as a group,
wanted to come back sometime just to watch a game, he would
SHOOT us some tickets. I took that to mean FREE. We'll see
about that. Thanks again for weathering the heat and walking.
Now we can look towards Memorial day and I hope they get
some details to me this coming week. Pete
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


August 11, 2022  Steve Evans Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Program VP
Steve EvansProfile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, August 8, 6
PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, August
11, 7 PM, Ponders. (Note: Meeting
place is back at Ponders).


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10th. Details later.


For the Good of the
Chapter


Jack celebrated his 88th birthday
recently and we sang him a Happy
Birthday. Benny passed the Gandy to
Jack noting fond memories of his
keyboard playing. Jack directed
KTWWS. Photo by BarryO.


Richard Poole passed away July 26,
2022. He was very active for a few
years with the Chorus and always an
enjoyable fellow to spend time with.
He loved to pull jokes on folks and
loved singing. More recently, he sang
in a couple of Christmas choruses.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting back at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


What a fine evening we enjoyed back at Ponder’s this week!
The sound is coming along nicely and the A/C was humming
along as it should. Why not invite someone to join you this
week? Mark December 10th for our Annual Christmas Show
and be thinking of who to sell Ads and tickets to this year.


Board Meeting: Monday, 8/8 @ 6 PM, Ponder’s Funeral Home.
Until next week, KTTWS! SteveG


From The Program VP


The turn out for polecat practice was outstanding! We’ll repeat
this Thursday, 6:30.  We’ll find a better room also. Bring polecat
1 book, pick a part, and join us! Bill


Steve Evans Profile


I was born in Little Rock, Arkansas on February 27, 1951.  My
musical experience consisted of three years playing a cornet in
my junior high and high school bands.  I learned to read music
back then, but that particular skill has since escaped me.


I worked for NASA for 25 years, on several types of subject
matter, including guidance software, environmental definition for
the James Webb telescope, and high-speed impact simulation. 
I retired at the end of 2015.


During 2017 music and I made a fresh acquaintance, as my
soon-to-be fiancé, Deb Bishop and I drove to Upstate New York
on a couple of trips to care for her father, Reyn Smith, a
nonagenarian of many talents, including spontaneously bursting
into song.  Deb and I found we could harmonize, and so the trip
seemed a lot less long.


Deb is a member of Scenic City Chorus. I am impressed with
the talent these singers bring to the risers.  We visited a couple
of rehearsals of Choo Choo Chorus, and thereafter I joined.  It’s
rather an experiment.  We’ll see if I have a talent to improve.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


May 26, 2022  Choo Choo Chorus Honor Guard for Torch Bearer


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Business Manager
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, May 26,
7 PM, Ponders.


Chattanooga Football Club,
Saturday, May 28, ???, Finley Stadium


Memorial Day, Monday, May 30,
National Cemetery. Details and
Availability


Hickory Valley, Saturday, June 4,
arrive at 1:15 to sing at 2 PM. Details
and Availability


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22, . Please indicate your availability
by clicking HERE.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Gents, we’re trying to get things worked out with Ponder’s
regarding the A/C. We will try to have the Auditorium cooled
down next week. Blue Skies is going to be a good number for
us. We had another Visitor Thursday in the Bass section. Hope
to see everyone next week. Until then, KTTWS! SteveG


From The Business Manager


Keep these dates in mind:


Saturday 28th - CFC / Finley Stadium National Anthem,
Arrive time ??? Sound check 6:30 pm. Game time 7:30 pm.


Monday 30th - Memorial Day - National Cemetery downtown
Arrive time ??? Program 11:00 am. Possible bus shuttle for this
one? Will have more exact time and info on the calendar as
soon as I get it. Pete


For the Good of the Chapter


We only sing the National Anthem for the Special Olympics
Track and Field Competition, but it is uplifting to do that and
experience the athletes.


Pete who got the Gandy from Beau passed it on to DaveM.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


August 18, 2022  Dan Bruns Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, August
18, 7 PM, Ponders


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


Jack passed the Gandy to Barry Arp
for driving him to meetings.


 


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Dan Bruns Profile


I was introduced to barbershop music as a college Freshman by
a fellow university choir member whose dad was a
barbershopper in Pennsylvania.  Our small ensemble of 8-10
guys sang around university and town functions for 4 years. 
After graduation I moved to Chattanooga and joined the chapter
in 1975.  I joined my first quartet (3 D’s and a Dad) the next year
until 1978.  Later that year I got a call from a local theater
playhouse (named Backstage) in need of a barbershop quartet
to perform in musical comedy written for Ethel Merman.  We
named the quartet Backstage and were allowed to sing real
barbershop during the intermissions.  Backstage remained
together with its original members until 1986 when the lead
moved to Houston.  Backstage competed in many district and
divisional contests finishing as high as fourth several times.  We
also attended Harmony College (1979-1982) and graduated
with a B.S degree (Bachelor of Song).  We formed a quartet
named Stage II in 1988 with a new lead.  Sometime in late
1990s we changed baritones and leads and a new name of 4
Guys.  


I was a member and Tenor of the Choo Choo Chorus until 2005
and rejoined in 2021.  I also sang with Cleveland's Sound of TN
from 2006-2017 singing tenor or lead. Dan Bruns


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com



https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://choochoochorus.org/

https://www.dixiedistrict.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=142574

https://stevewixson.net/choochoochorus/Archives/

https://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


May 5, 2022 Chorus Sings for the Jesses


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From the Marketing VP
Weekend Sing Outs
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, May 5, 7
PM, Ponders.


Road Scholars, Sunday, May 8, arrive
no later than 6:40 PM to sing at 7:00.
Double Tree Hotel. Uniform: Class B,
Long sleeve. Click HERE for details.


Red Wolves Football Club, Saturday,
May 14, 6:45, CHI Memorial Stadium,
East Ridge, TN. Uniform: Class B, Long
Sleeve. Click HERE for Details.


Chattanooga Lookouts, Friday, July
22. Please indicate your availability by
clicking HERE.


Weekend Sing Outs


Special Olympics Track & Field
Competition where 19 showed up and


Roads Scholars Performance with 24
singers singing one of our longest
programs to a good audience. Carol
Burton taps both her feet while we are
singing.


 There will be large versions of these
two images in future newsletters.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We had a very nice remembrance of Judy Jesse at our meeting
Thursday. At Fred’s request, the Chorus sang Let the Rest of
the World Go By for him and his daughters. RC4 joined Fred for
a special Tag and the quartet from Cleveland, Premiere (Noah,
Andrew, Nathan, Wyatt), came down and sang in Judy’s honor.
One of their numbers was a special arrangement of Maggie
Fred had done for his wife. Cake and hugs followed. Keep Fred
and his family in your thoughts and prayers at this time.


We’ve got an influx of performances at Double Tree coming up,
so keep those blue shirts handy and voices at the ready. Until
next time, KTTWS. SteveG


From The Marketing VP


So far, we have had 7 guests attend and really enjoy our
performances at Double Tree. These are new folks who will buy
tickets and order quartets to their doorstep! May 1 and May 8
are our last chances until September to invite guests who have
never heard us sing.


So, please take a chance and invite some people! The worst
thing to happen is that they say no. Or you might get a yes!


Ideal possibilities are guys that sing in a church choir but have
resisted invitations to Thursday night rehearsal. If you know
someone like this, please try one more time! Thanks, RichW


For the Good of the Chapter


Channel 9 is using the Red Coated Valentines Quartet of Ron,
Jimmy, Johnny and Pete to advertise the This and That show
that comes on at 12:30 PM.


Our newest member, Seth Jackson, gave the Gandy he
received from Wilbur to Ron Weaver.
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 S


August 25, 2022  Seth Jackson Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Directly Speaking
Seth Jackson Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, August
25, 7 PM, Ponders.


Special Chapter Meeting, Thursday
September 8, 7 PM, Coach will be
Paul Wietlisbach, Ponders. Details


Board Meeting, Monday, September
12, 6 PM, Ponders.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


BarryA passed the Gandy to Ron
Weaver.


[From our Immediate Past President]
I enjoyed singing to retirement
communities. Last Friday I was on the
receiving end, The Pickup Sticks super
senior quartet sang for my St. George
Retirement Community here in Atlanta.
I was invited to join them in a song. I
suggested Roses of Morn but their
Lead opted for My Wild Irish Rose. It
was GREAT to perform with real
Barbershoppers again and to 
know I can still do it well. I miss being
an active part of the Choo Choo
Chorus. Rich Ptacin


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


It was great having three younger guys on the risers with us last
week. Our Lead section had some folks MIA and trust everyone
is back with us this week. Don’t let Fall Competition sneak up on
you! Plan to attend and get registered before the early bird
deadline.


It’s that time of year to put forth a slate of Officers for 2023. May
I encourage you to consider serving your chapter through this
means? Some serving now are going to be stepping away and
we need men to come forward and help out NOW. Ask not what
your chapter can do for you but what YOU can do for your
chapter! Until next week, KTTWS! SteveG


Directly Speaking


SPECIAL COACHING ON SEPTEMBER 8!


Be sure and make this special contest preparation rehearsal so
that we can maximize our effectiveness, at contest and beyond!


Our coach for the evening will be Paul Wietlisbach member of
Music City Chorus, baritone of "Silver Ring" and Immediate Past
President of our district! Jimmy


Seth Jackson Profile


My name is Seth Jackson, I'm 16, and I'm a Junior at CCA
(Chattanooga High Center for Creative Arts). I love group
singing as well as solo singing. I've been performing musically
since I was 8 or 9. I first got involved with music when I joined
the Chattanooga Boys Choir, which I have been part of for the
past eight years. Shortly after joining that I took up piano
lessons and love playing the instrument. Just recently I joined
the CCA jazz band on piano.


Music really has become important these past three years of my
life because I've had so many opportunities opened to me. I
started singing in three of my school's choral ensembles. Those
are the Concert choir, men's ensemble, and the jazz ensemble.
In addition I've also taken up a role as worship leader in my
church's student worship band. The Choo Choo Chorus is my
first experience with barbershop singing and I am very excited
to see how it goes!


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com



https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://choochoochorus.org/

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=166904

https://www.dixiedistrict.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=142574

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=167265

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=167267

https://stevewixson.net/choochoochorus/Archives/

https://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


November 10, 2022  Learning Joy To The World


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Business Manager
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
November 10, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
arrive at 10:15 AM to sing at 11. Army
National Guard Armory, 1801 South
Holtzclaw Ave. Uniform: Class B, long
sleeves. Details


Leadership Academy, Saturday,
November 12th, 12 Noon to 5 PM,
Morris Hill Baptist Church, 1804 Morris
Hill Rd.


North River Civic Center, Friday,
November 18, 7 PM. Details


Scenic City Chorus Show, Saturday,
November 19, 3 PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Afterglow, Saturday, December 10, 7
PM after the Show. Farm to Fork in
Ringgold, GA, 120 General Lee Drive.
Order off the Menu. Sign up sheet will
be generated later.


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Sign up sheet will be
generated later.


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


The Old Songs
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
Jingle Bells
White Christmas
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree 
Armed Forces Medley
God Bless America
The Star Spangled Banner


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Our efforts are paying off with our sound improving week to
week. Our performances start to pick with the Veteran’s Day
and North River commitments the next couple of weeks. Try to
make as many gigs as possible. Tickets and Ads will be made
available this Thursday, so grab ‘em and sell ‘em! Finally,
please join us for the Afterglow and our Christmas parties at
Farm to Fork. Until next week, KTTWS. SteveG


Business Manager


Please record or let it be known your availability for the
performance on Friday, Nov. 18th at the North River Civic
Center in Hixson. Pete


Show Video Help


Chuck asked me to make a set for the Christmas show and I
suggested a video background with a video for each song we
sing. I need help making these song videos family oriented and
sure would appreciate it if you would look for Christmas or snow
family photographs that I can use. Just scan and email to me or
bring to a meeting and I'll scan and return. Last year's family
stories made for a great show program booklet. Please help
make the show videos show off the Choo Choo Chorus family.
Thanks, SteveW


For The Good Of The Chapter


My wife noticed that the Choo Choo Chorus North River Civic
Center Concert Series sing out (see Calendar above) is the
Photo of the Day on chattanoogan.com. Good work to Rich who
made this happen! Wally
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


November 17, 2022  Veterans Day Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, November
14, 6 PM, Ponders


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
November 17, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


North River Civic Center, Friday,
November 18, 7 PM. Details


Scenic City Chorus Show, Saturday,
November 19, 3 PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Afterglow, Saturday, December 10, 7
PM after the Show. Farm to Fork in
Ringgold, GA, 120 General Lee Drive.
Order off the Menu. Sign up sheet will
be generated later.


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Sign up sheet will be
generated later.


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


From The Prez


What a great turnout (20 guys) and
performance on Veteran’s Day.
Thanks to all who made it happen and
to Paul for stepping up and directing. 


We are inside a month before our
Christmas Show. Let’s finish strong
and put on a great show for our
audience! Tickets and Ad Contracts
will be available Thursday night. Until
then, KTTWS! SteveG


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


Jingle Bells
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
White Christmas
Joy To The World
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Blue Skies arr. by Clay Hine
Georgia On My Mind
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Yesterday


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


For The Good Of The Chapter


The Gandy was passed to RichW for all the work he does.


Veterans Day Reflection. I have sung in most of the Veterans
Day Ceremonies since joining the Chorus. The best and the
worst were at the National Cemetery though Friday's event at
the National Guard Armory had the worst PA system and the
longest program in my memory. It seemed the Proclamations
would never end, yet in retrospect, I will never cross the
Veterans Bridge again without noticing the flags placed in honor
of those Proclaimed. 


Paul's introductions over the years to God Bless America are
moving with references to the Russian immigrant who wrote it
and Kate Smith who popularized it. Today as the attendees rose
to sing it with us, there was an old soldier wearing a Navy
sweater having trouble getting up when two strangers rushed to
assist. I took the photo below of the three of them and showed it
to our Prez who remarked, "I wouldn't miss this day for the
world." There were 20 of us there who felt the same way plus
others who would have be there if it wasn't a work day. The
Choo Choo Chorus - what a barbershopper's chapter! SteveW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


August 4, 2022  Lookouts Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
My Favorite Lookouts Sing Out
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, August
4, 7 PM, Ponders. (Note: Meeting
place is back at Ponders).


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


From The Prez


Well, the bad news is we’ve lost
Roads Scholars for the remainder of
the year. We could use a few
performances to replace what we’ve
lost, so share your ideas with Pete if
you know a venue that we could
entertain at.


The good news is that the A/C is again
functioning at Ponder’s so we may not
need to move after all. And we are
returning to Ponder’s this Thursday
night, usual time. If you can, come a
little early to help set the risers back
up prior to rehearsal. Many thanks. 


Hope everyone is planning to attend
Fall Contest the latter part of
September in Oxford, Alabama! It’s a
great hall to sing in and many hotel
rooms are available. Until next time,
KTTWS! SteveG


For the Good of the
Chapter


Former member, Hobby Thomas, told
us a bit of his Choo Choo Chorus
history, and it had a lot about Benny
Malone who got the Gandy.


 


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Oakwood Baptist Church


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


My Favorite Lookouts Sing Out


I was surprised at the response at the Lookout's sing out when I
asked if anyone remembered the sing out where we entertained
people stuck in the food court waiting for the rain to stop so the
game could begin. I looked at the photos below of the event
(Lookouts 2015 playoff game) with Chuck directing and only
Jack and myself sang then and now. Several of those singing
then have moved on or did not sing that Friday which explains
why it wasn't remembered. The Lookouts expressed their
thanks for our spontaneous pregame entertainment that moved
along the food court.


The above photo was taken by Dan Kopf (third from right in the
photo below) and the closeup photo that replaced the
scoreboard video image of us singing was taken by Whitney
Strawn. To see a large copy of the photograph, click HERE.
SteveW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December 1, 2022  Veterans Day Sing Out During Playing of Taps


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
Marketing and Publicity
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
December 1, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Afterglow, Saturday, December 10, 7
PM after the Show. Farm to Fork in
Ringgold, GA, 120 General Lee Drive.
Order off the Menu. Sign up sheet will
be generated later.


Alexian Village. Monday, December
12, meet at 6 PM to sing at 7. Uniform:
Class B, long sleeves. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13, 7 PM,
Walden Club. Uniform: Christmas
Concert. Details


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Details


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


For The Good Of The
Chapter


RichW passed the Gandy to SteveW
for supporting his Marketing &
Publicity campaigns.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


Jingle Bells
Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree 
White Christmas
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
We Need a Little Christmas
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Joy To The World
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Mary Had A Baby
The Secret Of Christmas
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Silent NIght


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly speaking


 


Marketing and Publicity


The Chattanooga Ski Club agreed for us to "Gift" Steve's Video
of "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" to all 350 ski club members.
This includes an invitation to buy tickets for our Family
Christmas Show* This should help with ticket sales and Brand
Awareness! A Big Thank You to Steve Wixson for his creation!


*The message is: A Merry Christmas Gift from the Chattanooga
Ski Club and The Choo Choo Chorus! Just hit HERE to open
your Video present. Then enjoy our singing "It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear" with beautiful photos floating across your
screen.


Then, to ignite your Christmas spirit, come see our Family
Christmas Show on Saturday December 10, 4 pm, at Ringgold
High School, 29 Tiger Trail. The set for the Show has
background Videos for each song. We are sure you will really
enjoy it! Details below: (our poster) RichW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


November 24, 2022 North River Civic Center Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Secretary


Calendar
(Click For Details)


No Meeting this Thursday. Have a
great Thanksgiving.


Christmas Chorus,Thursday,
December 1, 7 PM, Ponders.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Afterglow, Saturday, December 10, 7
PM after the Show. Farm to Fork in
Ringgold, GA, 120 General Lee Drive.
Order off the Menu. Sign up sheet will
be generated later.


Alexian Village. Monday, December
12, meet at 6 PM to sing at 7. Uniform:
Class B, long sleeves. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13, 7 PM,
Walden Club. Uniform: Christmas
Concert. Details


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Details


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


Jingle Bells
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
White Christmas
Joy To The World
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From the Secretary


I enjoyed and learned a lot about my job as Secretary at the
recent District Leadership class. I found out that my job is much
more than taking the minutes. Thank goodness other people do
the things I am responsible for. Apparently is have to make sure
that those things are done. My Instructor, Russell Bell, was easy
to follow. He even gave us students a Thumb Drive with
everything on it that I would need.


After our lunch (Chick-fi-lay sandwich, chips, and cookie) we
had a motivational speaker who was very good. The only
problem for me was the font was not large enough for me to
read on the TV presentation. That prevented me from filling in
the blanks on the hand-out.


The only good/bad thing about the class was I missed my Moc’s
Football game. It was freezing by the 4th quarter, so I’m glad I
didn’t go! Barry Owens, Secretary


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com



https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://choochoochorus.org/

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=167267

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=175599

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=175600

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=events&id=175601

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=24

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=27

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=22

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=33

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=31

https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=view&dbase=rep&id=23

https://stevewixson.net/choochoochorus/Archives/

https://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December 15, 2022  Singing 'It Came Upon a Midnight Clear'


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Show Chairman
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Alexian Village. Monday, December
12, meet at 6 PM to sing at 7. Uniform:
Christas Concert (either half). Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13, 7 PM,
Walden Club. Uniform: Christmas
Concert (either half). Details


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Details


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


For The Good Of The
Chapter


SteveW passed the Gandy to BarryO
as our new Secretary for Life.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - No Meeting at Ponders. Rather it is Our Hioliday
Party and Installation of Officers (See Calendar).


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Well, another successful Show is behind us! My thanks to
everyone who contributed and supported this effort. Kenny
Hatton gave an entertaining turn as Emcee, all the Quartets
performed admirably and the Chorus came together nicely. A
special thanks to Jimmy for putting up with us and making us
sound good.


Don’t forget we have performances Monday and Tuesday
evening and your presence is needed. Our final gathering for
the year is Thursday night @ Farm to Fork, 6 PM, as we install
2023’s slate of Officers. Make sure Bill knows you’re coming
and let’s close out the year on a high note! Until next week,
KTTWS! SteveG


From The Show Chairman


Gentlemen (AND Ladies!), thank you for doing your part to
make this Christmas show, in my opinion, a success. Special
thanks to those who worked behind the scenes to support those
of us on stage. A show like this does not happen without
backstage and front-of-house crew doing those necessary jobs.
I can truly say it was my honor to be the Show Chairman and to
be with you on that stage. Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year to you and yours. Chuck
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


November 3, 2022  Special Olympics Bowling Memory Lane 2014


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Directly Speaking
Marketing and Publicity
Special Olympics Bowling Sing
Out
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
November 3, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
arrive at 10:15 AM to sing at 11. Army
National Guard Armory, 1801 South
Holtzclaw Ave. Uniform: Class A.
Details


Leadership Academy, Saturday,
November 12th, 12 Noon to 5 PM,
Morris Hill Baptist Church, 1804 Morris
Hill Rd.


North River Civic Center, Friday,
November 18, 7 PM. Details


Scenic City Chorus Show, Saturday,
November 19, 3 PM


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


Special Olympics
Bowling Sing Out


There was no photograph of this
year's Special Olympic Bowling
Tournament Sing out on October 1, so
the photograph above is from the 2014
sing out.


For The Good Of The
Chapter


J.J. passed the Gandy to his guest
Bobby Daniels.


From The Prez


Leadership Academy is on November
12th at Morris Hill Baptist Church for
all Officers interested in attending?
Time is from 12 Noon to 5 PM and the
Chapter covers the cost. SteveG


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


The Old Songs
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
Jingle Bells
White Christmas
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree 
Armed Forces Medley
God Bless America
The Star Spangled Banner


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


Great work last week on the Christmas songs! Thank you all for
coming prepared! 


Notes for the next couple of weeks:


Thursday, Nov. 3rd - See the song list above. 
Try to be off music on "Joy to the World"


Thursday, Nov. 10th - I'll be out of town on the 10th. I will send
out a list later this week for that Thursday but the primary focus
will be to get ready for the Veteran's Day performance on the
11th.


I'll see you guys on Thursday! Jimmy


Marketing and Publicity


The Choo Choo Chorus Meets The Chattanooga Ski Club!


o We have a great Quartet ready to sing at 7 pm on Tuesday
November 1 for the monthly meeting of The Chattanooga Ski
Club. 7742 Three Notch Road, Ringgold, Ga, Flat Duck Farm. A
Big Thanks to Chuck, David, Jimmy and Paul for singing!


o We plan to invite them to our upcoming show at North River
Civic Center on Friday November 18. Hard copies of the poster
for that show will be available.


o This is also a chance to recruit new members. We will offer full
size mailer copies to prospects. Their membership is 350 with at
least half guys. There may be 50 members attending Tuesday.


o They will likely ask us to provide a Caroling Quartet for their
Christmas Party, December 6. This will be an extra chance to
sell tickets for our own Show at Ringgold.


o Anyone who wants to come hear our guys sing next Tuesday
is welcome. Ski Club members usually arrive at 6 with their own
food and drinks for a social hour.


o In addition to 4 ski trips, a number of fun activities are offered
year round, including outings for bicycling, hiking, floating down
the Hiawassee and a big lake party each July. They also go out
to a good, modestly priced restaurant for dinner monthly. Rich
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December 22, 2022  Alexian Village Sing Out


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
Background Videos
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


Background Videos


Since the Background Videos were
behind us, no one except Jimmy and
the audience could see them. The
links to them are below. There is no
audio except for It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear, so sing and make your
own audio. Use your mouse to skip
thru them. SteveW


Jingle Bells
Happy Holiday
Santas Coming to town
Rockin' Around the Christmas Tree
White Christmas
Need a Little Christmas
Veni, Veni
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
Mary Had a Baby
Secrest of Christmas 
Silent Night


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - No Meeting at Ponders until 2023.


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


Gentlemen, thank you all so much for making our "Family
Christmas" show a success. You all did an incredible job of
performing and certainly entertained our audience!


I also appreciate those of you who were able to sing with us this
past Monday (see photograph above) and Tuesday. Those
crowds were very appreciative as well.


And ALL of you are getting better at visually presenting the
message, so thank you for that as well. Jimmy


For The Good Of The Chapter


Two weeks before Christmas, when all thru the house
People were stirring both children and spouse
The stage was all dressed with color and care
In hope that the show would be fill'ed with flare.


And we were nestled all snug on the risers
As visions of singing danc'd in our heads
With Jimmy directing and we in bright ties
Ready for this year's Holiday tradition.


When out in the house there arose such a clatter
The curtains drew open and we Jingle Bell'd
You all were there, and you heard the applause
"Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night." SteveW


Online Archive


The Choo Choo Chorus is the performing unit of the Chattanooga Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society.
We meet almost every Thursday night at Ponders, 4203 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37411.


You can call (423) 265-SING for more information or see our website choochoochorus.org
Newsletter Editor: Steve Wixson, e-mail: swixson@epbfi.com



https://www.choochoochorus.org/dbpage.php?pg=calendar

https://choochoochorus.org/

https://stevewixson.net/cs/1.jinglebells.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/2.Holiday.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/5.santasComing.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/7.RockinAround.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/9.whitechristmas.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/11.NeedChristmas.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/13.Veni-Veni.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/itcameupon.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/16.marybaby.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/18.Secret.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/19.silentnight.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/cs/19.silentnight.mp4

https://stevewixson.net/choochoochorus/Archives/

https://choochoochorus.org/

mailto:swixson@epbfi.com






You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


October 13, 2022  Senior Chorus at Dixie Convention


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The New Membership VP
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
October 13, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Special Olympics Bowling,
Saturday, October 21, arrive at 9:15
AM to sing at 10, Holiday Bowl, 5530
Hixson Pike. Uniform: Class B, long
sleeves


Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
arrive at 10:15 AM to sing at 11. Army
National Guard Armory, 1801 South
Holtzclaw Ave. Uniform: Class B, long
sleeves. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


From The Prez


Our Director appears to be on the
mend, so things should really be
picking up the next few weeks. Special
Olympics in late October, Veteran’s
Day November 11th, and our
Christmas Show on December 10th.
Holiday sing-outs will be interspersed
as well, so get to work on all that
music. Leadership Academy is also on
November 12th and all Board
members are encouraged to attend.
It’s held at Morris Hill Baptist church
building. Until next time, KTTWS!
SteveG


 


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders - Check the song list for this
week. Give special attention to Joy to the World and We Need
a Little Christmas. We will have sectionals on Joy to the World


Great work last week. Let's continue to make progress toward
becoming the best singers we can be!


BRING A FRIEND! We need more singers! I'll see YOU
Thursday! Jimmy


Jingle Bells
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Mary Had A Baby
We Need a Little Christmas
Joy To The World
Armed Forces Medley
God Bless America
The Star Spangled Banner


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The New Membership VP


Gentlemen, as your new Membership VP, I want to thank you
for this opportunity.


I need everyone to invite every man you see or come in contact
with that expresses a love for music, to come and listen to one
of our practices. I believe if they come and listen to the cords
ringing they'll be hooked, as you and I were. No pressure to join
or even take part the first time they attend. So, hit up the choir
members, church members, your grandkids buddies or anyone
that you notice that has a love for music to come join you at
practice.


On another note, if you have anything that you would like the
Board to be aware of or even any concerns that you may have,
please let me know and I will see what I can do to help. If you
have any questions or gripes, please tell me and not get rumors
started. We don't need that. The closer we get as friends, the
better we'll sound as a chorus, in my opinion.
Thanks again, and looking forward to a great year. Ron
Satterfield.


For The Good Of The Chapter


Wezul Wietlesbach was a recent coach, and he talked the talk
to us. I wondered if he also walked the walk and found this
Silver Rings Quartet video that shows him in action. SteveW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


October 20, 2022  Shawn Trivette Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Marketing and Publicity
Shawn Trivette Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
October 20, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Special Olympics Bowling, Friday
(Note this is a correction), October
21, arrive at 9:15 AM to sing at 10,
Holiday Bowl, 5530 Hixson Pike.
Uniform: Class B, long sleeves


Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
arrive at 10:15 AM to sing at 11. Army
National Guard Armory, 1801 South
Holtzclaw Ave. Uniform: Class A


Scenic City Chorus Show, Saturday,
November 19, 3 PM, $15, Colonnade,
264 Catoosa Cir, Ringgold, GA 30736


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


For The Good Of The
Chapter


Paul passed the Gandy to JJ McShan.
Glad to have him back.


Shawn Trivette Profile


At the age of 5, I started taking piano
lessons; Really, my mom had started
taking lessons around that time, but I
showed an interest and she eventually
allowed me to take over her lesson
slot -- which I continued with all the
way through 12th grade (one of the
coolest things I learned was a Bach
Invention). In 6th grade, band class
was where I learned trumpet; in high
school this meant many halftime
shows and competitions. Somewhere
along the way I also picked up guitar.
Beyond church choirs, I didn't really
sing much until college. My
sophomore year the director of
university choirs heard me sing a solo
and asked me to join the University
Chorale. I sang in the Chorale or
Madrigal choir until I graduated and
continued to sing in similar choirs in
the years to follow. However, I've been
choir-less for the last few years, mostly
due to the pandemic and some family
challenges, and recently decided it
was time to get back in that groove.
Barbershop is a new style for me, and
I'm enjoying learning its distinct
elements. Mostly I'm just glad to be
singing again -- I've missed it more
than I realized!


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders - We will add Hello, Mary Lou this
Thursday. 


Jingle Bells
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Mary Had A Baby
We Need a Little Christmas
Joy To The World
Armed Forces Medley
God Bless America
The Star Spangled Banner


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Marketing and Publicity


We have reconnected with Ringgold High School to support
them for their "Mary Poppins" musical next Saturday, October
22:


o We need 4 volunteers to help with seating and handing out
programs for both shows.


- Arrive at 2:15 for the 3 pm show


- Arrive at 6:15 for the 7 pm show


- Please wear Class B uniforms and your "best smiles" - just like
Johnny!


o Not for Christmas, but there are some student singers who are
interested in singing with us this January.


o Please text or call me if you would like to help Saturday - 423
310 5334. Thanks guys, Rich


Shawn Trivette (Continued)


A few months after I was born (Sept 1980), my parents moved
us to Clinton, TN (just outside of Knoxville). They've lived in that
house ever since. I spent 7 years at Tennessee Tech, first
majoring in chemical engineering and then late in the game
changing majors to sociology; I graduated with both degrees in
2005, toured Europe for a month, and then moved to
Massachusetts for grad school. New England was a good place
to spend the next 7 years and I earned my PhD in sociology in
2012. My first job out of grad school was at Louisiana Tech; but
after a few years, I knew I needed to move on. I never expected
to move back to Tennessee, but a job opened up at UTC
looking for an environmental sociologist ("that's me!" I said) and
so in 2016 I found myself in Chattanooga. But after a few more
years I decided that maybe academia wasn't for me after all. I
now work remotely as a data scientist for a health care nonprofit
based in Washington, DC. And then this summer I got "un-
retired" from teaching when my alma mater asked me to teach
(online) a research methods course for them. And I suppose the
lesson from all of this is that you just never know where life will
take you!


I was a foster parent for about 3 years, mostly to teenage boys,
and most of whom had significant trauma histories. That was
intense, especially for a single parent, and a little over a year
ago I decided to call it quits. I now channel all that parenting
energy into my sister's kids; being an uncle is probably the Best
Role Ever. I currently live on Signal Mountain where my dog
(Abernathy) helps me manage a 200 square foot backyard
garden plus a small fruit orchard. In my spare time I like to play
piano, spin poi, play board games (I host a weekly Pandemic
Legacy game with a couple of friends), and make interesting
food. Shawn
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December 29, 2022  Christmas Party


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
From the Program VP
From The Business Manager
Marketing & Publicity
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday,
September 5, 7 PM, Ponders


Board Meeting, Saturday, January
14, 9 AM, Golden Corral on Battlefield
Parkway in Ft. Oglethorpe, GA


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023.


Marketing & Publicity


1. A Big Thank You to the three
quartets singing Friday December 16
for Warren & Griffin, covering 20 sites!


Deep Water, Paul Blazek, Jim Frank,
Fred Jesse, Benny Malone


Masters of Harmony, Johnny Jackson,
Pete Jones, Ron Satterfield, Steve
Grubb


Store Front, Daniel Randolph, Drew
Adams, Hobby Thomas, Ron Weaver


2. We sent A Merry Christmas Card
email with Steve Wixson's great video
of "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" to
those organizations and individuals
who supported us in 2022. RichW


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From the Prez


Let me officially thank everyone who made our recent Christmas
Show a success. Hope you are all enjoying this end of year
down time before we step into 2023! Our first meeting will be
Thursday, January 5th at Ponders. We have Singing Valentines
in February, Spring Contest in March (somewhere in the South,
I hear), and hopefully our Annual Show makes a reappearance
this year; so come ready to dig in and make things happen.
Happy New Year to everyone !! Until next year, KTTWS!
SteveG


From The Program VP


The chapter Program VP is responsible for what the chapter
does during rehearsals. What does the membership want to tell
me about rehearsal time last year? What should we do less?
More? New? Please advise ASAP by email
(plslack@comcast.net) or phone call (423-504-5848). Thanks.
Bill


From The Business Manager


Just wanted to say thanks to those who participated in the
chorus activities this year, i.e. sing outs, contest and show.
Even though we lost out on the rest of the road scholar events, I
think we were still pretty active with other performances. Our
Christmas show drew a decent crowd of about 220 people and
when the board meets next, we will decide on the $ amount for
the charity. It is a pleasure to sing with the chorus and also to fill
the position of Business Manager. Looking forward to another
active year. Pete


For The Good Of The Chapter


We had a nice Christmas get-together at Farm-to-Fork (see
photograph above). The food was good and plenty, the
fellowship was great, and the songs were, as always, great.
District Past President Paul Wietlisbach's installation of the
officers was unique and also great too! Well, I guess you could
say everything was great! BarryO
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


December 8, 2022  Veterans Day Sing Out During Playing of Taps


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From Wendell
From Business Manager
Marketing and Publicity
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
December 1, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Uniform: Wear black from
the waist down on both halfs of the
show. First half the top will be a
Christmas shirt or sweater, something
festive. Second half we will wear a
white dress shirt with a Christmas tie.
Details


Afterglow, Saturday, December 10, 7
PM after the Show. Farm to Fork in
Ringgold, GA, 120 General Lee Drive.
Order off the Menu.


Alexian Village. Monday, December
12, meet at 6 PM to sing at 7. Uniform:
Class B, long sleeves. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13, 7 PM,
Walden Club. Uniform: Same as First
half of Christmas Concert. Details


Installation and Holiday Party.
Thursday, December 15, 6 PM in lieu
of Rehearsal. Farm to Fork, Buffet
meal includes 2 Meats, 4 Vegetables,
Breads, Tea/Coffee/Water & Dessert
for $21 a piece. Details


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL


For The Good Of The
Chapter


RichW passed the Gandy to SteveW
for supporting his Marketing &
Publicity campaigns.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


Jingle Bells
Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree 
White Christmas
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
We Need a Little Christmas
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Joy To The World
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Mary Had A Baby
The Secret Of Christmas
O Come, All Ye Faithful
Silent NIght


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From Wendell


I need to borrow about 15 red ties from those that may have
them. I will have a sign out sheet Thursday to make sure I can
return them to the proper people.


From Business Manager


If you have any payments for ads, please turn in Thursday. 
If you have any payments for tickets, please turn in Thursday. 
If you have any leftover tickets, please turn in Thursday. 
Oh, and did I mention: If you have any ad or ticket business to
settle, please take care of that Thursday!


Be sure and record or inform your availability for the 2 singouts 
Monday, Dec 12 and Tuesday Dec 13. Pete


Marketing and Publicity


The Chattanooga Ski Club agreed for us to "Gift" Steve's Video
of "It Came Upon a Midnight Clear" to all 350 ski club members.
This includes an invitation to buy tickets for our Family
Christmas Show* This should help with ticket sales and Brand
Awareness! A Big Thank You to Steve Wixson for his creation!


*The message is: A Merry Christmas Gift from the Chattanooga
Ski Club and The Choo Choo Chorus! Just hit HERE to open
your Video present. Then enjoy our singing "It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear" with beautiful photos floating across your
screen.


Then, to ignite your Christmas spirit, come see our Family
Christmas Show on Saturday December 10, 4 pm, at Ringgold
High School, 29 Tiger Trail. The set for the Show has
background Videos for each song. We are sure you will really
enjoy it! Details below: (our poster) RichW
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


October 27, 2022  Clarence Wall Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Business Manager
Clarence Wall Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
October 27, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
arrive at 10:15 AM to sing at 11. Army
National Guard Armory, 1801 South
Holtzclaw Ave. Uniform: Class A.
Details


North River Civic Center, Friday,
November 18, 7 PM. Details


Scenic City Chorus Show, Saturday,
November 19, 3 PM, See Pete's note
below.


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


MOAA, Tuesday, December 13,
Walden Club


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


From The Business
Manager


We have a few performances dates
coming up:
Friday, Nov 11 Veterans Day
Potential performance date: 
Friday, Nov 18 North River Civic Ctr 
Be sure to register your availability on
the website or let me know in person.


Also, if you are interested, the Scenic
City Chorus (Sweet Adelines) is
having their 60th Anniversary Show on
Saturday, November, 19th, at 3:00 pm.
I have tickets at $15 each if you would
like to purchase. Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders -


Jingle Bells
It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Santa Claus Is Comin' To Town
Mary Had A Baby
We Need a Little Christmas
Joy To The World
Armed Forces Medley
God Bless America
The Star Spangled Banner


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


The songs are coming together for Christmas nicely. We have
at least 4 or 5 more opportunities to perform this Season, so
watch the Newsletter for those dates. Be thinking of who you’re
going to sell tickets or Ads to as we support the Candlelighters
again this year as our local charity. If asked to help out, step up
and support your Chorus. Until next time, KTTWS. SteveG


Clarence Wall Profile


I am truly flattered and honored that you would profile an old
has been like me, but my lifetime in barbershop, the last 31 in
Chattanooga, has been a joy. The years of serving as Assistant
Director and being MC on some shows were great (photograph
above from the 2014 Annual Show showing Clarence hilariously
introducing a quartet). The friendships that have lasted all these
years are amazing.


I started in SPEBSQSA in Hickory, NC in 1977 and served as
their Director from 1982 until I came here in 1991. One of the
highlights of my barbershop life was joining Fred Jesse, Benny
Malone and James Coulter as the Senior Class Quartet and
winning the Dixie District Senior Competition in 1995.


It has been a real pleasure to hear the great progress our
chorus has made in recent years. Hopefully some day I can join
you back on the risers rather than sit in the audience, but I will
always be a card carrying member of the Choo Choo Chorus.
Clarence


For The Good Of The Chapter


Last week we continued our support for the athletes and
volunteers of Region 4 Special Olympics with singing at the
Bowling Competition.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


February 10, 2022 Awards Banquet 2022


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
Singing Valentines
Awards Banquet


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, February
10, 7 PM, Ponders.


Road Scholars, Sunday, February 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details.


Board Meeting, Monday February 21,
6 PM, Ponders


Ringgold High School, March 3 and
4, We volunteer as ushers, ticket
takers, etc.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


Singing Valentines


Orders are coming in but, we can take
more. Bring 'em on. Quartets are
shaping up and getting ready for the
special day(s). Is that right quartets??
Pete


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Songs to work on:


The Old Songs
Georgia On My Mind
Let the Rest of the World Go By
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Let's Get Away From It All
When She Loved Me
When There's Love At Home
Keep The Whole World Singing


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


I am humbled to be the recipient of the BOTY for 2021. Tells
you all what kind of year we had! My thanks to the committee for
bestowing this honor upon me. It is a pleasure to serve with and
lead this fine chapter of men. Be sure to commend Benny
Malone (2020) and Jack Cook (2021) for being President’s
Award winners as well. It’s always right to recognize men for
special contributions made to the chapter.


Let’s be selling and singing those Valentines! Also, let’s fully
commit Rest of the World to memory and put on a great
performance in Alabaster! Work those faces and sell those
songs. Until next week, KTTWS. SteveG


Awards Banquet


The banquet was held at Walley's Restaurant, East Ridge. After
a great meal Bill Slack started the program with members
introducing their guests. Steve Grubb gave a President's Award
to Benny Malone for his work for the chapter in 2020. He also
presented a President's Award to Jack Cook for 2021.


The Barbershopper of the year Committee Chairman Fred
Jesse presented this year's BOTY award to Steve Grubb. Next
the Dixie District President Paul Blazek installed the new Board
of Directors. 


Bill Slack introduced the guest quartet Premiere from the
Cleveland Chapter.Barry Owens (photographs by Jimmy
Tompkins)
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


October 6, 2022  Deep Water at Dixie Convention


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
From The Program VP
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Christmas Chorus, Thursday,
October 6, 7 PM, Ponders. Details


Board Meeting. Monday, October 10,
6 PM. Ponders


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Dixie Spring Convention. March 17-
18, 2023, Alabaster, AL.


From The Program VP


Polecat practice is being suspended
for a period. We can restart them if
there is an interest, or could take up
Xmas music from BHS books( they’re
simple and easy) .  Let me know. Bill


For The Good Of The
Chapter


This past Friday, Rock City Four (with
Drew Adams filling in for Fred)
performed a birthday set at The
Ooltewah Club (see photograph in
right column). They sang When
There's Love at Home, Sitting on Top
of the World, and of course, Happy
Birthday. They had a great time and
the crowd responded with thunderous
applause. Drew


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders - We will begin to work through
all of our Christmas songs starting THURSDAY, Oct. 6th. The
specific song list for this week is below. Please listen through
these a few times before Thursday. Thank you! Jimmy


The Old Songs
God Bless America
Blue Skies arr. by Clay Hine
Happy Holidays - It's The Holiday Season
Christmas Tag
Joy To The World
Rockin' Around The Christmas Tree 
The Secret Of Christmas
White Christmas


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My Mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Board Meeting at Ponder’s, October 10, 6 PM. Main point of
emphasis will be upcoming Christmas Show. Newly elected
members of the Board and Show Chairman are encouraged to
attend. Until next week, KTTWS! SteveG
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 1, 2022  Hobby Thomas Profile


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From The Prez
Hobby Thomas Profile
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday,
September 1, 7 PM, Ponders


Special Chapter Meeting, Thursday
September 8, 7 PM, Coach will be
Paul Wietlisbach, Ponders. Details


Board Meeting, Monday, September
12, 6 PM, Ponders.


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Please consider serving in some administrative capacity when
asked. We need some new blood and new ideas! Take the
chance and you’ll be rewarded for it. Thanks. Until next time,
KTTWS! SteveG


Hobby Thomas Profile


I was born in Chattanooga in 1948, and started singing when I
was about 7 years old. In college I majored in voice, and I play
the piano and guitar some. I ran the Stucco Department at
Evans Lumber Company for several years. I have two Black
Belts, one in Tangsudo (Korean) and a second degree in Pai-
lum Kungfu (Chinese). Benny Malone introduced me to the
Choo Choo Chorus, and I sang lead in the Four Guys Quartet. I
am returning to the chorus after a several year layoff.


For the Good of the Chapter


Ron Weaver passed the Gandy to SteveW.
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


February 17, 2022 Generations Gap Quartet


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
From the Program VP


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, February
17, 7 PM, Ponders.


Board Meeting, Monday February 21,
6 PM, Ponders


Ringgold High School, March 3 and
4, We volunteer as ushers, ticket
takers, etc. There is no meeting on this
Thursday.


Quartet Night, Thursday, March 10, 7
PM, Ponders. See right column.


Road Scholars, Sunday, March 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details. (Future possible dates: April
10, April 24, May 1, May 8, Sep 11,
Sep 18, Sep 25, Oct 2, Oct 16, and
Oct 23.)


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Songs to work on are the Road
Scholar sing out songs:


California, Here I Come
Can You Feel The Love Tonight
Darkness On The Delta
Georgia On My Mind
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Let the Rest of the World Go By
Let's Get Away From It All
The Star Spangled Banner
When She Loved Me
When There's Love At Home
Yesterday


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


We are down to the wire with our Valentines efforts for 2022!
Many have worked very hard to make this a great success and
deserve our thanks. Trust all those out front singing will do a
fine job representing our Chorus and craft!


One point of information for the Membership. Jerry Wright
resigned his nomination as Member at Large due to
responsibilities elsewhere. Fred Jesse stepped into his position
and was sworn in at the Awards Banquet. Should anyone take
exception to the situation, let me or Bill Slack know. We weren’t
packing the Court, just filling a vacant slot.


The format for rehearsals has been tweaked a bit lately. We
need and want your input concerning this. Talk to a member of
the Board if you have concerns and we will discuss them and
make adjustments as warranted. This is your Chapter; we
merely serve at your pleasure and recommendations. Until next
week, KTTWS! SteveG


From the Program VP


Ok! No rehearsal at all March 3 (some of us will be at Ringgold
High), but March 10 is a fun nite! No standing on risers! No riser
discipline at all! Jokes are encouraged! 


I planning a q’tet contest of polecats, with prizes to be awarded.
We will need honest, sober, unbiased judges, so if you don’t
care to be in the contest, I will need you to volunteer to be a
judge. Registered q’tet are not allowed to compete, but the
members can if with 3 others guys. 


My plan is to conclude the meeting with some of the old
repertory/contest songs, so newer guys can hear them, and old
guys can see how much we remember (ride the railroad to nite,
I love a Jolson song). If there is a special one you want to hear,
let me know. Slack
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


February 24, 2022 Another Singing Valentine Story


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
From the Prez
Singing Valentines


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday February 21,
6 PM, Ponders


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, February
24, 7 PM, Ponders.


Ringgold High School,Thursday thru
Saturday, March 3, 4, and 5, we
volunteer as ushers, ticket takers, etc.
There is no meeting on this Thursday.


Quartet Night, Thursday, March 10, 7
PM, Ponders


Road Scholars, Sunday, March 20,
Double Tree Hotel. Click HERE for
details. (Future possible dates: April
10 and 24, May 1 and 8, September
11, 18 and 25, and October 2, 16 and
Oct 23.)


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Songs to work on are the Road
Scholar sing out songs:


California, Here I Come
Can You Feel The Love Tonight
Darkness On The Delta
Georgia On My Mind
God Bless America
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Let the Rest of the World Go By
Let's Get Away From It All
The Star Spangled Banner
When She Loved Me
When There's Love At Home
Yesterday


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Board Meeting: February 21, 6 PM, @ Ponder’s. Many items to
discuss and hope to set a budget for the year. Please attend if
able. Thanks. SteveG


Singing Valentines


"And its a wrap! as in done, over with. Had a decent Valentine's
event this year, all things considered. Actually sold a few more
than last year. 65 in person deliveries. 6 video deliveries. 
Thanks to all the q'tets that were out and about fulfilling the
orders. Thanks to the behind the scene help as in: Rich Wilson ,
David Murphree, Steve Wixson and Christine Fish. Looking
towards next year and hopefully more sales and more q'tets.
Pete
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 15, 2022  Coach Paul 'Wezul' Wietlisbach


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Directly Speaking
From The Prez
Marketing and Publicity
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Board Meeting, Monday, September
12, 6 PM, Ponders.


Meeting, Thursday, September 15, 7
PM, Ponders


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


For the Good of the
Chapter


Shawn passed the Gandy to Bill for
the warm welcome at his first meeting.


Directly Speaking


Hey guys! Great job responding to our
coach this past Thursday. Wezul gave
us some great ideas about how to
improve our visual presentation.


So...what will YOU do different? Will
you commit to making your spot on the
risers the best it can be? Will you "buy
in" to doing your best to visually tell
the story?


You may say "I'm doing all I can do."
And while that may be true we can
probably all give a little more.


I would encourage you to sing the
song looking in a mirror. This will give
you some individual, direct feedback.
All of you are great story tellers
because I have seen you tell some
great stories. So make the song the
best story telling you have ever done!


Be ready the next few weeks to make
some great music together! Jimmy


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


From The Prez


Much good work was done under Wezul’s encouragement
Thursday night. More buy in and expression from all of us will
only make us better. A special thanks to Paul for working with
us. Bernard called up fond memories and got acknowledged for
it! Listening and watching last night before joining to sing made
me proud to be a member of this chorus. Let’s keep improving
together. Our Christmas Show will be here before we know it.
Mark December 10th and start working on guys to invite, Ads to
obtain and tickets to sale. Until next week, KTTWS. SteveG


Marketing and Publicity


Gentlemen, we have a Challenge! We need EVERY
MEMBER'S help to meet this Challenge!


o In early 2020 we had 24 members. In the past we sang well,
and audiences appreciated our singing. Sometimes we even
enjoyed standing ovations and no, it wasn't just for "The
National Anthem"!


o Then Jimmy came along. There was a new Pastor in town!
We now have 39 members. We are singing better than ever and
continue to improve.


o At the Spring Competition we earned our highest score ever
and second place!


o What we really need now?? New members - a lot more
members! The more members, the greater and more beautiful
our sound! We and our audiences all love to hear those
Barbershop Chords Ringing - better and better with each new
voice.


Our Drive for New Members/ Brand Awareness began this
Spring.


o First, Wilbur came up with the idea of a two sided mailer to
reach new members. Then we had several meetings to focus on
how to proceed. Thanks to everyone who participated! Wilbur,
Steve Wixson, Pete, David, Drew, Benny, Charley, Barry Owens
and Barry Arp.


o More information will be shared at Thursday's rehearsal.


o For now, we need each member ready to actively join in and
help us reach our goal of 60 members:


- Distribute Posters - Big Store employee break rooms, other
stores, barbershops, physical therapy and chiropractic centers,
work out clubs like YMCAs, dental and doctor's offices, libraries.


- Recruit new members - friends, relatives, neighbors, church
choir members, work associates, and High School Music
Departments. They don't need to read music. Whenever you
meet a new guy, ALWAYS ask: Do You Like To Sing??


- Send Steve Wixson emails and phone numbers of prospective
members.


Thanks Guys, see you Thursday, Rich
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


February 3, 2022


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Singing Valentines
From the Prez
Directly Speaking
From the Secretary


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Awards Banquet, Tuesday, February
1, 6 PM. Wally's East Ridge


Chapter Meeting, Thursday, February
3, 7 PM, Ponders.


Board Meeting, Monday February 21,
6 PM, Ponders


Ringgold High School, March 3 and
4, We volunteer as ushers, ticket
takers, etc.


Dixie District Spring Convention,
Friday-Sunday, March 25-27, Details
later.


From The Prez


Before Valentine’s and Convention get
here, our Installation and Awards
Dinner is February 1st at Wally’s.
Please consider attending if you’re not
already committed. It’s cheap ($15)
and our first real chance to fellowship
with each other in over 2 years! Don’t
miss out. Until next week, KTTWS.
SteveG


From the Secretary


I would encourage the members to get
fully ready for the First contest in
Jimmy's directorship here at the Choo
Choo Chorus. For example: Have your
contest uniform ready, have your dues
up-to-date, and know the two songs
with all the dance moves he will
probably add (LOL)! BarryO, Secretary


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders. Songs to work on:


The Old Songs
Georgia On My Mind
Let the Rest of the World Go By
Hello Mary Lou (Goodbye Heart)
I'm Sitting On Top Of The World
Let's Get Away From It All
When She Loved Me
When There's Love At Home
Keep The Whole World Singing


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley,
California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Directly Speaking


Thanks to all of you who are off of the paper on "Let the Rest of
the World..." last week. I really appreciate it! There is a song list
we will try to sing through listed for Thursday.


PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE be off the paper by Feb.
3rd. (That's our target date) It will make our rehearsals go
smoother when all of us are more focused on adding artistry to
the notes and words.


We also hope to add back to our weekly rehearsals two more
songs we introduced last year, "It's the Music that Brings Us
Together" and "You Tell Me Your Dream." I think these will be
great additions for us to have ready. (We'll get to them as soon
as we can, I just wanted you to know that we have not "retired
them}


Be ready for more variety being added to our weekly gatherings.
If you have ideas that will make them better please let Bill Slack
know.


As I've said before, I am enjoying our journey together. As we
continue, we know that there will be misunderstandings,
miscommunications, etc. Let's deal with them as they come up
and let's make the best music together that we can make, while
enjoying it together.


I'm glad many of you are better since having the virus.
Hopefully, as a group, we have seen it run it's course.


I'll see YOU Thursday! Jimmy
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You're receiving this e-mail because you are a member or friend of the Choo Choo Chorus


September 22, 2022  Dixie Chorus Matrix


In This E-mail


Script For Thursday's Meeting
Chorus Information
From the Secretary
For the Good of the Chapter


Calendar
(Click For Details)


Meeting, Thursday, September 22, 7
PM, Ponders


Dixie District Fall Convention,
Friday-Sunday, Sept 23-25. 100
Choccolocco St, Oxford, AL 36203.
Details


Christmas Chorus - First Rehearsal,
Thursday, September 29, 7 PM,
Ponders. Details


Christmas Show, Saturday,
December 10, arrive at 1:45 PM to
sing at 4 PM, Ringgold High School
Auditorium. Details


Script For Thursday's Meeting


7:00 PM - Meeting at Ponders


Repertory: America the Beautiful, Armed Forces Medley, Blue
Skies, California Here I Come, Can You Feel the Love Tonight,
Darkness on the Delta, Georgia on My mind, God Bless
America, Hello Mary Lou, I’m Sittin’ on Top of the World, It’s the
Music that Brings Us Together, Let’s Get Away from it All, Old
Folks at Home, Star Spangled Banner, Welcome Song, When
She Loved Me, When There’s Love at Home, Yesterday, and
You Tell Me Your Dream


Chorus Information


On Saturday, September 24, each chorus will be picked up and
bused to the Oxford Performing Arts Center (OPAC). The pick
up point is the parking lot between the Hilton Garden Inn and
the Home2 Suites.


Buses will make return trips to the hotels at the end of contest,
and after each round of evaluations. Jim Sams


From the Secretary


I would, once again, invite the members to read the monthly
minutes of the Board of Directors. You need to know what's
going on in your chapter. The minutes are on our web page.
BarryO


For the Good of the Chapter


Bill passed the Gandy to Johnny.
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